The Grace Vine
May 2019
Rector’s Writ
The signs that spring has arrived and will stay a while surround us. The
Easter flowers were beautiful; the dogwoods are blossoming; a lovely variety of
flowers are blooming; and the grass already needs to be cut weekly. All wonderful
signs and symbols of new life.
I wanted to say many, many thanks to all the people who worked so hard and
gave their time and talents to making sure we kept a serious Lent and celebrated
a joyful Easter. What a blessing it is to have so many members we can rely on to
volunteer and help out in so many different ways at Grace. The altar guild
members (especially those who came in and cleaned the day before Easter); our
deacon; our choir and organist; our worship leaders, lectors, greeters, coffee hosts;
our Christian Ed leaders who make sure our children and youth are learning
about God, Jesus and spiritual matters of life, as well as the practical things like
filling & hiding Easter eggs and just having fun.
We have plenty of good things to be happy about. We’ll have a Spring
Breakfast at 9am on Mother’s Day. Two people will be baptized at the 10am service
on Mother’s Day…that’s a double celebration. Two couples will be getting
married—in June and in August—this summer. Bishop Hollingsworth will be here
for his parish visit to Grace and for confirmation. To date we have three people, two
teens and one adult, to be confirmed. We’ll celebrate Pentecost June 9th, the
birthday of the Church and the day we remember the arrival of the Holy Spirit.
We have many reasons for celebration and joy. We do well to keep in our hearts
and minds the immeasurable love God has given us in Jesus Christ our Lord; that
steadfast, self-giving love that is above and before all things. As believers, we
gratefully receive and faithfully abide in that love. God knows we fall short, yet
it’s our goal to be persistent in practicing that love because love is the reason for all
the blessings and celebrations we enjoy in this life and the promise of the life to
come.
Carol+
“O God, our Father, at Easter time we remember the great hope of eternal life
which you have set before us, and we feel within our hearts the longings for
goodness and for you. Grant that nothing may hinder the hope of eternal life from
coming true, and the desire for goodness and for you from being realized.”
(From Prayers for the Christian Year by William Barclay)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, May 5

8:00 &10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Carol M., Gail & Doris
Counters Barb Popiel & Rick Taylor

3 Easter

1st Reading Acts 9:1-20
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 30
2nd Reading Revelation 5:11-14
Fred Lundgren

Gospel John 21:1-19

Sunday, May 12

8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Mother’s Day—Spring Breakfast 9 a.m.

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Spring Breakfast
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Barb Popiel & Rick Taylor

Sunday, May 19

1st Reading Acts 9:36-43
Kathy Summy
Psalm 23
2nd Reading Revelation 7:9-17
Jeff Croll
Gospel John 10:22-30

10:00 a.m. ONLY Holy Eucharist
Bishop Hollingsworth Visitation

Celebrant The Rt. Rev Mark Hollingsworth
The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Greeters Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Acolyte Gerry Rich
Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
Coffee Hosts Cover ed Dish Luncheon
Counters Barb Popiel & Rick Taylor

4 Easter

1st Reading Acts 11:1-18
Tim Splinter
Psalm 148
2nd Reading Revelation 21:1-6
Jeff Croll
Gospel John 13:31-35

United Thank Offering
Sunday, May 26

Please use the envelopes in the pews and/or on the table in back of the
church to take part in this spring’s ingathering. Any amount will be
appreciated. The United Thank Offering has been part of Grace Church
and the National Episcopal Church for many years. The funds we
contribute to UTO enables us to help people from all over the world
and in our own communities. Take a box (they are on the table in back
of the church), and every time you’re thankful for one of God’s
blessings place a coin in the blue box. At the fall ingathering we will
collect those coins. Please be generous.

5 Easter

Sunday, May 26

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Nancy & JimErvin
Counters Barb Popiel & Rick Taylor

Sunday, June 2
Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

6 Easter

1st Reading Acts 16:9-15
Martha Croll
Psalm 67
2nd Reading Revelation 21:10,22-22:5
Karen Krofta
Gospel John 14:23-29

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Marsha Snyder & Cathy Potisuk
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Barb Popiel

7 Easter

1st Reading Acts 16:16-34
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 97
2nd Reading Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
Fred Lundgren
Gospel John 17:20-26

It would be really helpful if we could share the load and have more
volunteers to serve as greeters and coffee hosts. Please call the
office at 330.296.3443 if you’d be willing to help.
Baptisms
Birthdays
3rd

Carolyn Englert
Tim Splinter
4th
Laurel Brooks
5th
Phillip Crouse
6th
Charles Parsons
15th Midge Myers
16th Marsha Snyder
22nd Gerry Rich
23rd Eleanor Blank
26th Ken Englert
27th Joan Seman

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Anniversaries
1st Bill & Marsha Snyder
17th Tim & Yuka Lewicki

11th Kathy Summy
13th Nancy Lundgren
18th Amanda Brooks
Beverly Brooks
20th Paige Paxton
28th Marcia Splinter

Did You Know?...
Ahh …April showers bring May flowers. Thanks be to
God!! But do spring showers necessarily have to consist
of 60 miles per hour winds and hail?!...
Bette Brooks was tr aveling fr om her college
reunion. When she arrived in N. Canton that deluge hit
and she couldn’t get home quickly enough. (I think she
indicated she was speeding a bit.) But, she reports that she
had a wonderful time and did get home safe and sound…
The members of our church gave 189 cans of tuna to
the Raven Pack project, which provides food given to
elementary age children for weekends and holidays.
Thanks to all who participated and were so generous…
We have so many members to thank for their
willingness to help out here at Grace. When our Bunn
coffee maker quit working one Sunday, Joan Seman
didn’t hesitate and volunteered to pay for a replacement,
so Dani Dier did the homework and ordered a new one
online and brought it in. It was clear no one wanted to be
without a coffee maker for long… John McDonald
repaired the snow blower (for the last time this year, we
hope) and replaced the front wheels on the wheelchair, so
it’s available if needed… Cathy Potisuk cleaned out the
memorial garden flower bed… Phil, Courtney, and
Gerry Rich emptied the kitchen cabinets of numer ous
heavy plates when two shelves collapsed after coffee hour
one Sunday. Fred & Nancy Lundgren repaired the shelves
in the cabinet, then put the plates back in such a way that
the shelves won’t collapse again. And not one dish was
broken amidst all that—I do believe those dishes are
made of iron…
We thank the Visibility Committee, Kay Canan and
Sally Dier for their delicious Easter candy they had for
sale in the parish hall for weeks before Easter. They spent
a lot of hours in the kitchen making and wrapping all that
candy, and Dani Dier pitched in and helped them on her
days off, too…
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Easter
flowers and the altar guild for making them look beautiful
on the altar, as we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection…
Thanks to Rev. Carol and Carolyn Englert for
presenting this year’s Lenten program Living W ell
Through Lent - Practicing Forgiveness With all Your
Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind. We had about fifteen
people attend with some very lively discussions. We
began with a light soup supper, followed by the program
finished up with Compline. Some of those attending were
Miriam Pretorius, Rick Taylor, Kay Wise, Nancy &
Fred Lundgren, Midge Myers, Karen Krofta, Amy
Neely, Sue Ahrens, Carol Marotta, Michelle
McLaughlin, Marsha & Bill Snyder, and Kathy
Summy. Thanks to those who br ought soup, desser ts,
and bread/crackers for the gathering: Nancy Lundgren,

Bill Snyder, Kay Wise, Miriam Pretorius, Rick Taylor,
Carolyn Englert and Midge Myers. The pr ogr am and
fellowship are always an important part of our Lenten
discipline…
This Easter was wonderful and it was great seeing
those who aren’t with us all the time. Mary Jean
McDonald’s daughter Amy was her e fr om Califor nia;
and Bill & Marsha Snyder’s daughter Jill was her e fr om
Dayton; Tim Lewicki’s son Joji and Tim’s parents and
sister were with us…
We were delighted to see Lynn & Dan Francois and
Mary and Hank Cabot back fr om Flor ida for the
summer and fall…
Thanks to the church choir who worked very hard
getting the music and anthems together. A special thanks
to Cathy & Walter Zielinski, good friends (with good
voices!) of the Crolls for joining the choir for Easter and
while the Splinters were away for a couple of Sundays…
At the end of May the Sunday school classes will be
over for summer. We want to thank all the teachers: Sue
Ahrens, Courtney Rich, and Carol Marotta for their
dedication to our students. We also thank the parents and
grandparents who bring their children to classes. It was a
very successful year and it couldn’t have been done
without the support and dedication of each and every one
of you…
We were saddened to hear of the death of Phyllis
Shorts on Apr il 6th in For t Myer s. Phyllis was a long
time member here at Grace and after their move to
Florida she kept in touch with lovely, good humored
notes. A service was held April 26th at St. Hillary’s
Episcopal Church, where she and Bill were active. In
2017 Phyllis and the family returned to bury the ashes of
her beloved husband Bill in the Grace Memorial Garden,
and Phyllis made a generous donation to help beautify
and maintain the area.

Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Please plan to give to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

Funds go to Episcopal Community Services, which
supports many parish based ministries that help our
communities. Funds are also used for mission trips
and leadership development; summer internships for
high school and college students; to support seminary students and help provide positions for newly
ordained clergy. Flyers are at the church and include
an envelope to mail your contribution to the diocese.
Thanks for supporting the Bishop’s Annual Appeal!

The Bulletin Board

Fund Raising Committee
The committee met at Cherry Monegan’s home on April 5th. The following decisions
were made:
On June 22nd at 6:00 p.m. (just for fun) the women of the church are invited to
Cherry’s home for a night of comedy. Carol Marotta has videos of Christian
comedian Anita Renfroe. Please bring a snack and a drink.
On October 19th a wine tasting event will be held. Jeff Sherman from Heine’s in
Shaker Heights will present wines for our tasting pleasure. Food will be supplied.
The cost will be $20.00 per ticket. We will offer eight baskets for raffle.
Beginning in the fall (September – May) on the first Tuesday of every month we
will offer a dinner to the congregation and the community. The first dinner will be
pork roast, mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans and a dessert. The price will be
$10.00 per person. Further information will be available after our next meeting.
If you have any questions please contact members of the committee: Cherry
Monegan, Chairperson; Caitlin Barney-Fritsch, Carol Marotta, Midge Myers, and
Marsha Snyder.

Bible Study
Every Sunday between the
services 9:15-9:45
in the multi-purpose room
Classes will continue until
the end of May

GRACE PARISH OUTREACH CONTINUES
RAVEN PACKS
April 8th through May 12th we will be requesting 260 individual packets of Oatmeal. Marc’s instant regular
box of 12/$1.99 or Aldi’s variety Pact box of 10/$1.49.
We have the summer off from Raven Packs but please continue to donate to the other ON-GOING Outreach
projects. Collections will resume in the 2019-2020 school year for Raven Packs. We will keep you posted!
Thanks to Jim and Nancy Ervin who assist with packing all those tune cans for delivery to the Raven Packs.
Thank you so much for your contributions. Barb Popiel
We appreciate and encourage the continued
outreach efforts of Grace parishioners. We have a
number of venues and—with your help—provide
support all year long to the following groups:



Food items (non-perishable) for the Center of
Hope, go in the red wagon in the back of the
church. (Personal care items--deodorant, socks-also welcome, and gas or food cards from
Giant Eagle or Acme)

The following collections are all in the plastic bins
in the parish hall:
 Blessing Bags for the Homeless: these
contain socks, gloves, snacks, and personal
care products like lotion, chap stick, deodorant,
toothbrush & toothpaste, etc.






Ravenna High School Closet: Per sonal car e
products—deodorant, shampoo, body wash,
feminine products, tooth brushes, toothpaste...
Animal Protective League: Pur ina One dog
food; Mini Milk Bone biscuits; Purina One
indoor cat/kitten food; Tidy Cat Non Clumping
yellow litter; paper towels; 33gallon & tall
kitchen trash bags… (see detailed list on the
bin).
County Clothing Center: all sizes boys &
girls sox, underwear, hats, gloves. Please
continue to take clothing to the County
Clothing Center.
Please be sure to record donated items on the
Outreach sheet. Your support and generosity are
appreciated!

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

Dame Julian of Norwich (late 1342-after 1416)

May 8

The Lady Juliana was born sometime around 1342. She became gravely ill when she was thirty
years old. Expected to die, somehow she survived the medical crisis and on the seventh day of
her illness, she had a series of fifteen visions—she called them “showings”—in which she was
led to contemplate the Passion of Christ and of Mary, mother of Jesus. Upon recovery, she wrote
a short version of her visions, followed years later by a much longer one.
We know little about her life. We know that she lived much of her life in permanent seclusion as
an anchoress in her cell, which was attached to St. Julian’s Church in Norwich. Nothing is
known for certain about her actual name, family, or education, or of her life prior to becoming an
anchoress. As an anchoress, she would have played an important part within her community,
devoting herself to a life of prayer to complement and support the clergy in their primary
function as protectors of people’s souls. Her solitary life would have begun upon the completion
of an elaborate selection process. An important church ceremony would have taken place at the
church in the presence of the Bishop of Norwich. Psalms from the Office of the Dead would
have been sung for her as if it were her own funeral and she would have been led to her cell door
and into the room beyond. The door would have been sealed and she would have remained in her
cell for the rest of her life. There is a popular image of Dame Julian living with her cat for
company. However, Norwich was an urban center and she would not have led an entirely
secluded life. She would have been permitted to make clothes for the poor, and we know she
enjoyed the financial support of the more prosperous members of the local community and the
affection of the population. In turn, she provided prayers, counsel, and advice to the people,
serving as an example of devout holiness. The date of her death is uncertain.
So why remember her? Her book, Revelations of Divine Love, is a tender meditation on God’s
eternal and all-embracing love, as expressed to us in the Passion of Christ. She saw God holding
a tiny dusty, brown thing in his hand and came to understand that the thing was the entire
universe. She was told, “God made it, God loves it, God keeps it.” Concerned for the fate of
those who, through no fault of their own, had never heard the Gospel, she was told that whatever
God does is done in Love. And here is where the famous quotation is found: “…all shall be well,
and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”
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Tim Lewicki—Organist
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