
September 2019 

Rector’s Writ 
 

It often seems September is a time to re-group, re-focus, and find some 

ways to get re-energized.  We rely on so many people who serve in so many 

different ways to help life at Grace Church run smoothly.  It’s important to 

recognize and give thanks for the various ministries people provide and not 

to take them for granted, simply because they carry out these ministries 

week after week…day by day…or by special events.  It’s more productive 

(and healthier) to pray for, build up, and encourage one another.  It’s more 

helpful to pitch in and do what needs to be done, even if it’s not done the way 

we’d do it.  Joy and fellowship are not built with complaints and crankiness.  

Solutions aren’t found when we’re looking for fault, blame, or reasons not to 

take a risk on something new.  Criticism and negativity aren’t helpful in 

efforts to build up the church family or to grow in faith, membership, and 

service.  There are many ways to serve and follow Jesus.  We’re given 

abundant opportunities to serve God, God’s church, and God’s people.   
 

William Barclay gives us a helpful daily focus from his classic Guide to Daily Prayer:  

“O God, give me the things which will make able to live well today.  

Give me  

A sense of proportion, that I may see what is important and what is not important, 
and that I may not get all hot and bothered about things which do not matter; 

A sense of humor, that I may learn to laugh, and especially to laugh at myself, and 
not to take myself too seriously; 

A sense of responsibility, that I may look on each task as something which I am doing 
for the general good and for you. 

Give me 

A new sensitiveness of spirit, that I may see when I am hurting people, and that I may 
not blindly and thoughtlessly trample on the feelings of others. 

Give me, too, a continual awareness of the presence of Jesus, that I may do nothing 
which it would grieve him to see, and nothing which it would hurt him to hear. 

This I ask for your love’s sake.  Amen.    

(from A Guide to Daily Prayer, In the Morning, p. 74; W. Barclay) 

 

God’s blessings in this autumn season of  

another year that’s going way too fast. 

Carol+ 

The Grace Vine 



Service and Lay Ministry Schedule 
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that 
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church. 

    Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Wrshp Ldr 8:00 Sally Dier 
 Greeters Jim & Nancy Ervin 
 Acolyte Jeff Marsh 
 Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson 
  10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald 
 Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren 

 1st Reading Jeremiah 18:1-11 
  Jeff Croll 
 
 Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 
 
 2nd Reading Philemon 1-21 
  Kathy Summy 
 
 Gospel Luke 14:25-33 

Sunday, September 8                   8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                             13 Pentecost 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship  8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Charles Parsons 
 Greeters Jeff & Lisa Marsh 
 Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel 
Coffee Hosts   8:00 Michelle McLaughlin 
   10:00 Cathy Potisuk & Cindy Ward 
 Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren 

   1st Reading Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28  
  Carolyn Englert 
 
 Psalm 14 
                           
 2nd Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17  
  Tim Splinter 
                         
 Gospel Luke 15:1-10 

Sunday,  September 15               8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                             14 Pentecost 

    Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Worship 8:00 Sally Dier 
 Leader 10:00 Nancy Lundgren 
 Greeters Mary Jean & John McDonald 
 Acolyte Gerry Rich 
 Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA 
  10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin 
 Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren 

 1st Reading  Jeremiah 8:18-9:1  
  Martha Croll  
 
           Psalm   79:1-9 
 
 2nd Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
  Phillip George 
  
 Gospel Luke 16:1-13 

Sunday,  September 22               8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                             15 Pentecost 

RALLY DAY    
 

September 8th 
Sloppy Joe Picnic Lunch will  

follow the 10 A.M. service.       
Sign-up Sheet in the Parish Hall. 

 
PLAN TO JOIN US! 



 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin  
 Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Pat Williams 
 10:00  Doris, Gail and Carol M. 
 Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren 

 1st Reading Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
  Karen Krofta 
  
 Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
 
 2nd Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
  Kathy Summy  
 
 Gospel Luke 16:19-31 

Sunday,  September 29               8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                             16 Pentecost 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Carolyn Englert 
 Greeters Nancy &Fred Lundgren 
 Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Cindy Ward 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman 
  10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich 
 Counters Barb Popiel & Carol Marotta 

 1st  Reading Lamentations 1:1-6 
  Nancy Lundgren    
 
 Psalm A Song of Waiting 
  Lamentations 3:19-26  
 
 2nd Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-14  
  Fred Lundgren 
 
 Gospel Luke 17:5-10 

Sunday,  October 6                      8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                            17 Pentecost 

Birthdays 
 
 3rd Daniel Francois 
 4th Tracy Shriver 
 9th Athena Whipple 
10th Mary Jean McDonald 
11th Doris Whipple 
13th Leslie Thomas 
  Rick Taylor 
15th Barb Popiel 
17th Caroline Brooks-Shaver 
25th Martha Croll 
26th Cindy Ward 
 

Anniversaries 
 
3rd Fred & Chris Ahrens 
4th Chris & Rodney Stickle 
24th Michael & Kay Canan 

Baptisms 
 
7th Jenna Summy 
9th Samantha Stickle 
22nd Lisa Paxton 
 Gerry Rich 
25th Sue Ahrens 
30th Samuel Rich 

Congratulations! 
and many happy returns... 



September --- what happened to summer?  The 
kids are back in school and the hectic school year has 
begun for those parents whose children are involved 
in every conceivable activity they can think of.  
Parents and grandparents will be attending all those 
recitals, ball games, band competitions, concerts, etc.
--- and life goes on.  Thanks be to God!... 

Here at Grace Church the Sunday school swim 
party/picnic was held at Bruce and Sue Ahrensô 
home after church on July 21st.  Great weather 
allowed for swimming, boating, and many good 
laughs and lots of splashing!  What a great time 
watching the children have fun.  Total count was 11 
children and 13 adults.  Many of the adults were in 
the water and played as hard as the children.  The 
children that attended were Abby, Conner, Jameson, 
Jaxen, Jayden, Laura and her friend, MacKenzie, 
Madison, Maggy and Sammy.  Adults were Sue 
and Bruce Ahrens, Fred and Chris Ahrens, 
Courtney and Phil Rich, Carol and Eric Marotta, 
Cindy Ward, Debbie Shorts and Rick Lashley, 
and Karen Krofta and her friend Al.  Watch for  
pictures on Grace Churchôs website and their 
facebook pageé 
Kathy Summy was busy this summer . This 

year she is doubling her efforts to release Monarch 
butterflies.  So far sheôs released 30; 42 are in 
Chrysalis; and she has 19 eggs and many more 
caterpillars.  You go Kathy! We do love butterflies.  
She and her mother traveled to Harpersville, New 

York to see Oliver and April the giraffes.  They were 
wonderful to see in person.  Kathy says, ñI felt like a 
little kid,ò but we all know that sheôll always be a kid 
at heart.  This fall Kathy is taking two classes at Kent 
State and will graduate in the spring, and daughter 
Emily will be a senior  at KSU.  Emily is working 
very hard to stay on the deanôs list and will graduate 
next yearé 
Daniel & Shala Kearsey each recently earned a 

degree from Kent State—Shala her M.B.A. and Dan 
his M.S. in User Experience Design in computers.  
Congratulations to them both on that 
accomplishment!... 

Weôll celebrate Rally Day on September 8th, and 
Nancy Ervin has organized a picnic lunch with 
Sloppy Joes supplied following the 10am service.  
Everyone is asked to bring a picnic type dish to 
share, and a sign-up sheet is in the parish hall.  Itôs a 
nice way to welcome back the choir, the Christian Ed 
students and leaders, and to enjoy some fellowshipé 
Marsha Snyder had lunch with our  ñoldò 

organist Mary Ann Switz (Marsha and Mary Ann are 
the same age, so Iôm not calling Mary Ann old!) and 
she said to say ñhelloò to everyone.  So, ñHello 
everyone!ò from Mary Ann.  Marsha also enjoyed a 
visit from her daughter Jill and granddaughter Lilly 
along with her sisters, Joan, Charlotte, and Terry 
who came out to visit. Sister Charlotte lives in Las 
Vegas so when they get together itôs always a good 
time with lots of memories and laughs.   

Did You Know?... 

ñItôs me, oh, Lord, standing in the need of prayer.ò 
 
Do you ever feel like that?  Or know someone else who 
may?  Starting September 1st, you can pick up one of 
our Prayer Squares.  These will be in a basket in the 
narthex, next to the guest books, and are free to anyone 
who wants one.  Take one for yourself, your friend, 
your neighbor, or even the cashier at the supermarket 
who looks frazzled and in need of prayer!  These little 
squares are handmade by fellow parishioners and have 
a little saying on the front.  We hope this will answer 
that ñneed of prayer.ò 



The Bulletin Board  

GRACIE’S BACK DOOR 
 

Once again we are having ñCHRISTMAS IN JULYò (more accurately 
ñChristmas from July through December).  Please do make it a point to 
come down and visit us between services and after the 10:00 a.m. service.  
Tell your friends and family about all our great buys. 
 
Sick Room Supplies:  Gracieôs has the following items for use, free to 
those in need of them. 
 1 pair of crutches 1 elevated toilet seat 
 4 walkers (2 collapsible) 1 bed rail 
 3 canes (1 with a seat) 3 blood pressure monitors 
 2 wheel chairs 1 walking boot (size small) 
 2 bath stools 3 glucose meters 
 2 bath benches 1 box sterile cotton tip applicator 
 5 commodes 1 fanny (spinal) pillow 
 
Please remember these are here to be used if you need them or know of 
anyone that does. 
 



Fund Raising Committee  
 
On October 12th a wine tasting event is planned. Jeff 
Sherman from Heinenôs in Shaker Heights will 
present wines for our tasting pleasure.  We will be 
asking for snacks of: cheese, crackers, grapes, 
strawberries, meat (salami, pepperoni), pretzels, 
cookies, brownies, and chocolate/candy.   The cost 
will be $25.00 per ticket.  We will offer eight wine 
baskets for raffle: 2  red baskets (sweet/dry); 2 
white baskets (sweet/dry); 2 rose baskets (sweet/
dry); and 2 baskets with sparkling wines. 
 

 
 
 
Beginning in the fall (September, 2019 – May 2020) on 
the first Tuesday of every month we will offer a dinner 
to the congregation and the community.  The first dinner 
will be pork roast, mashed potatoes with gravy, green 
beans and a dessert. The price will be $10.00 per person.   
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions please contact members of the committee: Cherry Monegan, Chairperson; Caitlin 
Barney-Fritsch, Carol Marotta, Midge Myers, and Marsha Snyder. 

Outreach 
 
Please remember the Center of Hope is constantly in need of non-perishable foods and often has folks 
who need personal care items Please continue to take your clothing to the County Clothing Center.  The 
APL is always in need of food and other items for the animals (see the list on the bin).  Donôt forget to 
mark the Outreach sheet with your donated items.  The list is in the parish hall.   

 

 

 

Raven Packs  
 
Raven Packs for the 2019-2020 school year will begin by collecting Granola Bars (260 individual items).  
The last day we will be collecting these is September 1st.  Looking ahead, we will then be collecting 
Goldfish Crackers which will be needed by Sunday, September 29th.  Thank you so much for your gener-
ous participation in this program for the elementary children in the Ravenna school district.  –Barb Popiel 



Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends 
By Bette Brooks 

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. 
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will. 

 
 
Soren Kierkegaard (May 5, 1813-November 11, 1855) September 8 
 
Soren Kierkegaard was born to an affluent Danish family in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1813.  His 
mother had been a maid in the household and, therefore, was uneducated.  His father, in contrast, was 
classically educated and read extensively.  He was known to have a vivid imagination.  Five of 
Sorenôs siblings died well before their fatherôs death; only Soren and his brother Peter who was seven 
years older survived into adulthood. 
 
From 1821 until 1830 Soren attended the School of Civic Virtue, Ostre Borgerdyd Gymnasium, 
where he studied Latin and history among other subjects.  He went on to study theology at the 
University of Copenhagen and studied a variety of fields.  He had little interest in historical works, 
philosophy dissatisfied him, and he couldnôt see dedicating himself to ñspeculation.ò  He wanted to 
ñlead a completely human life and not merely one of knowledge.ò   
 
In May of 1837, Soren met Regine Olsen; they were instantly attracted to each other.  However, 
within 18 months he had second thoughts.  Yet, 2 years later, September 8, 1840, he formally 
proposed to her.  He soon felt disillusioned about his prospects and broke off the engagement 
although the two were deeply in love.  The following year, Soren defended his doctoral dissertation, 
and although it was considered noteworthy and thoughtful, the faculty thought it was too informal 
and witty for a serious academic paper.  Therefore, he graduated from the university in October 1841 
with a Master of Arts degree, not the Doctor of Philosophy to which he aspired.   
 
It was now that he began to think, write, and publish in earnest.  Essays, articles, and books flowed.  
Much of his work centered on his discomfort with state-sponsored organized religion.  Soren believed 
that God comes to each individual mysteriously.  The Church should not try to prove Christianity or 
even defend it.  Instead, it should help the single individual make a leap of faith, the faith that God is 
love and has a task for that very same single individual.   
 
Sorenôs final years were taken up with a sustained, outright attach on the Lutheran Church of 
Denmark.  He thought that the church demanded too little of its adherents.  It should be noted that 
Sorenôs brother Peter was now the Bishop in Aalborg!  His articles and pamphlets brought notoriety 
and ridicule which worsened his poor health.  He collapsed on the street; he was hospitalized for over 
a month and refused communion.  By this point he regarded pastors as mere political officials who 
clearly did not represent the Divine.  He died in hospital November 11, 1855.  At his funeral, 
conducted in the Lutheran Cathedral, his nephew Henrik Lund caused a disturbance by protesting his 
burial by the official Church of Denmark.  Lund maintained that Soren would never have approved, 
had he been alive, since he had broken from and denounced the institution of the church.  He was 
later fined for disruption of a funeral. 
 
So why is this modern philosopher among the modern saints?  Behind his all-but-incomprehensible 
writings are several important beliefs.  God is present in each of us.  God has a purpose for each of 
our lives.  Each individual is the bearer of ethical responsibility in the light of God.  That solitary 
individual with right on his side as an expression of his relationship with God is always a majority of 
one.   
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Grace Episcopal Church  

250 W. Cedar St.  

Ravenna OH 44266  

Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna  
 
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector 
The Rev. William Snyder 
Marsha Snyder—Secretary 
Tim Lewicki—Organist 
 Martha Croll—Choirmaster 
 
Phone: 330-296-3443 
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org 
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org 
 

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church  
Nancy Lundgren(2019) 
Carol Marrota(2019) 
Rick Taylor(2019) 
Midge Meyers(2020) 
Fred Lundgren(2020) 
Barb Popiel(2020) 
Phillip Crouse(2021) 


