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Rector’s Writ
How long has it been since you TOLD someone you go to Grace Church
nearly every Sunday? How long has it been since you INVITED someone to
go to church with you? When we do, we can expect any number of responses
including: I don’t believe… don’t have time… had to go as a kid... too many
rules…too many cliques…too much guilt…it’s boring…all they do is ask for
money… and the ever popular, the church has sinners & hypocrites, too. We
can agree with the last one, but if the person we’re inviting has a sense of
humor we might also let them know there’s always room for one more.
Often when we do take the risk of inviting someone to church, people
may be honest and challenge us by asking WHY even go to church! And we
do well to think about how each of us might respond to that question. The
answers are probably different for all, but there are certainly important
reasons. Attending and supporting Grace church is a way to give God the
priority the Holy One deserves in our lives. It’s a place to gather to worship
God, offer our prayers and praise, and be part of the fellowship and service
we share. Grace Church is where we experience both meaning and mystery in
the sacraments, worship, music, and in the people God works through and
among. Grace Church provides a place to find hope and comfort from the
Lord who loves, sustains, and guides us. It’s God’s house, and there’s a place
at God’s table for everyone. It’s important to have that connection to the
Holy One; an awareness of our Lord’s gracious hand lovingly at work in
the world and people around us, and in our lives, too.
Talking about why WE go to church helps us get clear about why we’re
called to evangelize and proclaim God’s love for all. If every current member
brought in one new member a year, it would help our budget deficit
concerns, our programs, our volunteers and a lot of other things. But the
main reason to ask someone to join us at Grace Church is to invite them to
know God’s love, goodness, and grace. It’s a life-long, life-changing
experience. May we be blessed and guided by our Lord, as we boldly invite
others to know and love God. May we grow, as our Lord’s church and people,
in our love for God and one another.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, September

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

1st Reading Exodus 3:1-15
Nancy Lundgren

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Sally & Dennis Dier
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Carolyn Englert & Bette Brooks

Sunday, September 10

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c
2nd Reading Romans 12:9-21
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 16:21-28

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Rally Day

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Charles Parsons
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Jenna Summy
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Carolyn Englert & Bette Brooks

Sunday, September 17
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

13 Pentecost

14 Pentecost

1st Reading Exodus 12:1-14
Carolyn Englart
Psalm 149
2nd Reading Romans 13:8-14
Tim Splinter
Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Jane Gear-Jozsa
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Kevin Splinter
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cathy Potisuk & Cherry Monegan
Counters Carolyn Englert & Bette Brooks

15 Pentecost

1st Reading Exodus 14:19-31
Kathy Summy
Psalm 114
2nd Reading Romans 14:1-12
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

RALLY DAY
Sunday, September 10th
This will kick off the Christian Education
and Church Choir seasons.
Covered Dish Luncheon at 11:15

Sunday, September 24

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 TBA
10:00 Carol Marotta & Doris Whipple
Counters Carolyn Englert & Bette Brooks

Sunday, October 1
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Exodus 16:2-15
Jane Gear-Jozsa
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
2nd Reading Philippians 1:21-30
Charles Parsons
Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse
Carol Marotta & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Phillip Crouse & TBA

16 Pentecost

17 Pentecost

st

1 Reading Exodus 17:1-7
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
2nd Reading Philippians 2:1-13
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 21:23-32

BALLOON-A-FAIR
LUNCH & CARNIVAL
September 16th
10am—3pm
This year Grace Church will be offering a hot dog lunch and a children’s
carnival for Balloon-A-Fair. Lunch will take place in the parish hall from
10:00-3:00, and venders will also be available for your
shopping pleasure. A children’s carnival will take place on
our front lawn, with a variety of games: bean bag toss,
magnet fish pond, frog toss, and water gun game. For lunch
you’ll get the best deal in town: a hot dog, chips, and a drink
for $2.00.
We ask our members to help us welcome and share our
hospitality to all who visit Grace during Balloon-A-Fair
weekend.

Did You Know?...
Our summer has come to an end; as do all good
things. Rally Day will be celebrated on September
10th with a covered dish luncheon hosted by the
hospitality committee. The children will celebrate
returning to Sunday school and we’ll all enjoy
having our choir back in their pews. If anyone is
interested in joining the choir all you have to do is let
our choir director, Martha Croll, know and we’d love
to have you. Practice is every Thursday at 7:00 p.m.
in the church…
Bette & Amanda Brooks just r etur ned fr om
enjoying a trip to London and family visit to Europe.
Can’t wait to hear about their adventures…
Thanks to Kay Canan for organizing the Fund
Raising Committee’s latest event – a Garage Sale.
Thanks to Carol Marotta, Dani Dier, Nancy Ervin,
Cherry & John Monegan, Mike & Shirley
Johnson, Courtney & Phillip Rich, Rev. Carol,
and of course Kay for wor king so har d getting all
the items prices and displayed for their customers
and for cleaning up afterwards. I know Kay spent at
least three days here at the church working on this
project. Thanks to John & Mary Jean McDonald for
picking up items for the sale. We appreciate all our
members who donated everything from easy chairs
to printers, desks, and all kinds of goods. Not
missing an opportunity to open Gracie’s, Sally Dier
& Nancy Lundgren wor ked for days getting ready
for the sale, and Gracie’s looked great! Thanks to
Nancy & Sally, Dani Dier, Nancy Ervin, Shirley
Johnson, Marsha Snyder, Cathy Potisuk, Joan
Seman, Lisa Paxton, and Kay Wise for all their
assistance greeting customers at Gracie’s during the
sale!...
It was so nice to see Mary Lou & Ken Boydell’s
daughter Ann Owen. She visited dur ing the sale
and then joined us for church on Sunday August
13th. Ann was attending her class reunion, and we
were delighted that she spent some time with us!…
It was great seeing Addrianne Conway who was
in town on business. Addrianne was our Christian
Education director before her job transferred her and
the family to Kansas. Several of us went to dinner
with her to catch up on all the news from the
Conway family; they are all doing well and Kansas
was a good move for them. But they are still missed
here at Grace…

Rick Lashley and Debbie Shorts just got back
from their three week vacation. It had a bumpy start
with a flat tire in Indiana, but after that it was
wonderful and they marveled at the beauty of the
southwestern part of this great country of ours.
We’re all glad they’re back home…
We are happy to hear that Gail Richards and
Bruce Ahrens ar e both out of the hospital and
rehab and back home with their loved ones. Our
Grace Church family offers our condolences and
continued prayers for Marcia, Tim, Eric, and Kevin
Splinter; and for Mar cia’s father Harold and loved
ones, following the death of her mother, Hazel
Keithley, who passed away on August 15th after
her battle with cancer…
On Friday, September 22nd at 11a.m. a memorial
service will be held here at Grace for Bill Shorts, Sr..
Phyllis and the family ar e planning a cater ed
reception following the service and Grace’s
Hospitality Group will help with the meal. It’s an
opportunity for friends here to remember Bill and
offer their sympathy to the Shorts family.
Amanda Brooks is the new Dir ector of
Communications at the SEC network, part of ESPN.
She will move to Charlotte, North Carolina, in midSeptember. Bette is hoping for game tickets for any
Georgia football game!
Two of Carolyn Englert’s gr anddaughter s ar e
starting new chapters in their lives. Rachel Amodio
is moving into her first apartment and Rose Englert
is starting her freshman year at Mt. Union.

THE MITE BOX
Did you know that Grace Church has a
Mite Box. There is a small wooden box
that sits on the window sill in back of
the church. Money is collected and
placed in the Parish Discretionary Fund
to be given to help parishioners in need.
If you could give a few dollars once in
a while, it would be helpful.

Donations to Rebuild Back Steps Welcome
After reviewing a bid from Pro-Fab, Inc. of Akron, the vestry agreed to seek
donations from parishioners to help offset the cost of replacing the steps to the parish
hall/kitchen area. The Pro-Fab bid came in at $7,985 but this doesn’t include
potential brick work to make the steps and surrounding area stable and safe. Vestry’s
approach is that any amount contributed by parishioners is less that will have to
come from Beatty, Building & Grounds, and other funds. Fred and Nancy Lundgren
have already committed to providing the first $1,000 as seed money in memory of
Fred’s mother, Elizabeth Webb. We hope other members will follow suit as able.
Those wishing to make a contribution can make checks payable to Grace Church,
and please be sure to put Back Steps Project in the memo portion. Cash donations
may be put in an envelope marked with “Back Steps Project” as well. Please talk to
vestry members or the rector if you have any questions. Thank you for helping to
finance this very necessary project.

A MATTER OF BALANCE
For those of you who are having a difficult time with balance and/or
concerned about falls, a program will be offered at Grace on
September 18th, 20th, 25th, and 27th and on October 2nd, 4th, 9th,
and 11th. Our own Cherry Monegan will lead this series of classes
offered by Family and Community Services with Grace providing
parish hall use as part of our community outreach.
On September 28th a Fall Prevention Awareness class takes place
from 9:30-1:30 in the parish hall.

Birthdays
3rd
4th
9th
10th
11th
13th
15th
20th
25th
26th
27th

Daniel Francois
Tracy Shriver
Athena Whipple
Mary Jean McDonald
Elizabeth Seiter
Doris Whipple
Leslie Thomas
Rick Taylor
Barb Popiel
Jeane Wolcott
Martha Croll
Cindy Ward
Elaina Sheridan

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Anniversaries
3rd Fred & Chris Ahrens
4th Chris & Rodney Stickle
24th Michael & Kay Canan

Baptisms
7th Jenna Summy
22nd Lisa Paxton
Gerry Rich
25th Sue Ahrens
30th Samuel Rich
?
Sammie Stickle

The Bulletin Board

Grace Episcopal Church Century Prayer
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, we give You thanks on the occasion of the
bicentennial celebration of the Episcopal Church in Ohio. We honor the brave
and diligent early members of our families of faith who established
congregations in what was wilderness, and we gratefully acknowledge the
heritage with which we have been endowed. As we approach a new century of

faith, may we face it with equal courage and steadfastness of heart. Give us
strength to engage the wilderness present in our own age—hatred, bigotry,
ignorance, fear, poverty, hunger, injustice, oppression. Lord, strengthen us for
this work. Guide our hearts and our hands to do Your will. Help us to see
Christ in all we serve. And may we know the joy of Your presence among us
as we live into our faith. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

United Thank Offering Sunday, September 24
In September we are celebrating the 165th birthday of the founder of UTO. Julia Chester
Emery was the second National Secretary of the Women’s Auxiliary (her sister was the
fist, who envisioned creating a network of women to support missionaries and the
expansion of the Episcopal Church) and is credited as the founder of the United Thank
Offering. Julia led the Women’s Auxiliary and the United Thank Offering for forty
years, from 1876 until 1916.
She was a modest and self-effacing woman; careful to
stay out of the limelight, so not much is known about
her life. She traveled around the world to visit mission
outposts supported by UTO and visited extensively
throughout the church, visiting every diocese and
missionary district at least once.
Julia gave up much in order to continue her work. She
turned down a proposal of marriage that would have
caused her to lose her job, and she fought for the
canonical status of the deaconess program, which
helped build the foundation for the ordination of
women.
Julia’s life reminds us that that we all possess the ability to share God’s love and grace in
the world, a willingness to try new things and the grit to commit to stick with it, even
when it is difficult. When the blue envelopes are placed in our pews please be generous.

Outreach
We will continue with Outreach this year giving
food to the Center of Hope as well as personal
items (which they were happy to have). They were
so grateful for these items. Please continue to take
your clothing to the County Clothing Center. The
APL is always in need of food and other items for
the animals (see the list on the bin in the Parish
Hall). Don’t forget to mark the Outreach sheet
when you donate items; the list is in the parish hall.
We donated about 200 lbs. of clothing to the CCC
and more than 200 non-perishable food items to the
Center of Hope. Thank you for your generosity.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

The Rt. Rev. John Harris Burt
The eighth bishop of Ohio, John H. Burt, was born in 1918 in Marquette, MI, and
graduated from Amherst College. While a student there, he was the managing editor of the
college newspaper, president of his fraternity, and vice president of his senior class. He
graduated cum laude in 1940 and then studied at Columbia University in New York City for a
year, working at the Christadora House on the Lower East Side as a social worker. He then
entered the Episcopal Theological Seminary in Alexandria, VA, graduating cum laude in 1943.
After ordination he moved to St. Louis, MO, to serve on the staff of Christ Church
Cathedral. He also served as director of St. Paul’s parish. He then met his future wife Martha
May Miller.
Toward the end of World War II, Burt served as a chaplain in the US Navy in the Pacific.
After the war, he became the Episcopal chaplain of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.
He then served for 7 years at St. John’s in Youngstown, OH, where he received the Aryona
Lynch Human Relations Award and worked with the ACLU.
In 1957, Burt became the rector of All Saints Episcopal Church in Pasadena, CA, and
transformed it into one of the largest and most active voices for change in the country. While
serving as president of the Pasadena Community Planning Council, he coordinated the work of
welfare and other civic organizations. In 1962, he co-sponsored the Rally for Freedom, Los
Angeles’ largest civil rights rally of that time. The rally included a speech by Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. The night before the rally, Burt joined Dr. King at the Shrine Auditorium
where he convened a Town Meeting for Democracy. During the event, a bomb threat was
called into his home and the LAPD bomb squad was summoned.
In 1967, Burt was elected the 8th Bishop of the Diocese of Ohio. While bishop, he was a
vocal opponent of the Vietnam War and he spoke at anti-war rallies in Cleveland and at Kent
State. The Presiding Bishop named him to be a delegate on an interfaith global tour that took
him to South Vietnam and put him in an International Inter-Religious Symposium of Peace in
New Delhi. This symposium was the first in history to have leaders of the Hindu, Muslim,
Shinto, Taoist, Buddhist, Christian, and Jewish traditions around a single conference table.
As the collapse of the steel industry devastated Youngstown in 1978, Burt co-founded the
Ecumenical Coalition of the Mahoning Valley. While the efforts proved to be largely
unsuccessful, Burt received the Thomas Merton Award, given by the Thomas Merton Center
for Peace and Social Justice to “national and international individuals struggling for justice.”
Although an ardent and vocal supporter of women’s ordination, Burt was embroiled in
controversy when the Rev. Peter Beebe invited three women who had been irregularly
ordained in Philadelphia to preside at celebrations of the Eucharist at Christ Church, Oberlin.
This action resulted in an ecclesiastical trial which led to a “Godly admonition” on the Rev.
Mr. Beebe for disobeying his bishop (Bishop Burt). In 1976, Burt declared that he would
resign as bishop if the Episcopal General Convention failed to approve women priests. During
his tenure as bishop, he ordained 8 female priests.
Burt was also committed to improving Christian-Jewish relations. He served as the
president of the National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel, the head of ChristianJewish Relations for the Episcopal Church at the national level, and he was a founding member
of the church relations council of the United State Holocaust Memorial Museum.
Bishop Burt retired as bishop in 1983, but he continued fighting for social justice until his
death on October 20, 2009.

15 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Chr Ed
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

14 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee
and Lunch

13 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

24
16 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Chr Ed
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

17

10

3

Sun

•1-4 Matter of
Balance Class—
Parish Hall
•7pm Vestry
Meeting

Labor Day
Office Closed

25
•1-4 Matter of
Balance Class—
Parish Hall

18

11

4

Mon

September

•1-3pm
Sit & Stitch

•1-3pm
Sit & Stitch
at Johnson’s

26

19

12

5

Tues

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

27
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•1-4 Matter of
Balance Class—
Parish Hall

20
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•1-4 Matter of
Balance Class—
Parish Hall

13

6

Wed

•7pm Choir
Practice

•7pm Choir
Practice

•9:30-1:30
Fall Prevention
Awareness Class
•7pm Choir
Practice

28

•8am Retired
Persons Breakfast
•7pm Choir
Practice

21

14

7

Thurs

The Grace Vine

29

•11am William
Shorts Memorial
Service

22

15

8

1

Fri

•Fellowship
Night 6:30

30

23

•10-3
Balloon-A-Fair
Hot Dog Lunch &
Children’s Carnival

16

9

2

Sat
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)

