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Rector’s Writ
Over the years, stewardship appeals in the Church have become deliberate about
asking for more than money. We recognize that every church needs adequate funds
to keep operating, but we also need to be about service, support, and fellowship. Our
sharing of time, talents, and treasure is what keeps our hearts open; open to God’s
guidance in responding to the needs of others, the needs of God’s Church, and the
needs of our own faith formation in this journey of discipleship. Every member has
something to give or share, and one gift is not more important than another. All are
needed for the common good and for building up Christ’s Church.
It’s a real challenge to be focused on service and fellowship when we have a budget
deficit. Yet the gospel based values we hold have an appeal to people who are not
members as well; people looking for a church home and beliefs they can embrace.
Nearly 80% of church members are there because a friend or family member INVITED
THEM. If every member at Grace invited and brought in at least one new member
each year, we would have more funds AND more volunteers for service and outreach
in the church and in our community. We should be asking ourselves regularly, is
there a family member or friend we can invite? We do well to keep in mind increased
membership and giving is not the purpose of inviting, but an important side benefit.
The purpose of inviting people to church is simply that we’re inviting them to know
God and to be part of that holy (yet imperfect) fellowship.
St. Paul reminds us how there are “varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; …
varieties of service, but the same Lord; …varieties of working, but it is the same God
who inspires them all in everyone.” (1 Cor. 12:4-6) The gifts we each hold are given
by the Spirit. We’re not called to keep them and compare them to others, but to give

them away…to give ourselves to the service and work God inspires and leads us to do.
John Wesley had a very spiritual and generous approach to life: “Do all the good you
can, by all the means you can.” (Rule of Conduct 1774) We’re not called to be
extraordinary, just faithful in sharing our resources, gifts, and…inviting people to
church; walking in with them, sitting with them, and helping them feel welcome.
As we prepare to enter a new program year and a fast approaching stewardship
season, may we all pray about and consider: what we can give to support God’s
Church at Grace; what we can do to serve in the church and the community; and
whom can we invite to know God and join us in fellowship? None of it is simple or
easy, but with God’s help it’s all possible.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, September 11

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Jenna Summy
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Kay Canan & Dennis Dier

Sunday, September 18

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Steve Merrill
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Phillip Crouse
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 TBA
10:00 Carol M., Gail R. & Doris W.
Counters Carolyn Englert & Bette Brooks
Brookdale Kay Canan & Dennis Dier

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Charles Parsons
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jeff Marsh
Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Rich Lashley & Debbie Shorts
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Kay Canan & Dennis Dier

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Psalm 14
2nd Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Kathy Summy
Gospel Luke 15:1-10

18 Pentecost

1st Reading Jeremiah 8:18—9:1
Tim Splinter
Psalm 79:1-9
2nd Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Jeff Croll
Gospel Luke 16:1-13

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Sunday, October 2

1st Reading Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Carolyn Englert

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Sunday, September 25

17 Pentecost

1st Reading Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Steve Merrill
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
2nd Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Jane Gear-Jozsa
Gospel Luke 16:19-31

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Susan & Steven Merrrill
Counters Carolyn Englert & Barb Popiel
Brookdale Kathy Summy

19 Pentecost

20 Pentecost

1st Reading Lamentations 1:1-6
Nancy Lundgren
Canticle Lamentations 3:19-26
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-14
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 17:5-10

Did You Know?...
The members of the Sunday school (and other guests)
enjoyed a beautiful Sunday afternoon and picnic on the
lake at Sue & Bruce Ahrens’ home. Those attending
were: Fred Ahrens, his wife Chris and children Madison
& Emily along with Emily’s boyfriend; Jeff & Lisa
Marsh and their children Sarah Beth & Rachel Audet;
Cindy Ward & Nancy Ervin, along with Nancy’s
granddaughter Kensie; Courtney & Phil Rich and
their children Gerry, Maggie, & Sammy; Carl &
Rachelle Seiter with Lizzy & baby Kate; sisters Carol
Marotta, Gail Richards, and Doris Whipple. Car ol
brought a young lady who just arrived from Russia this
August, and she will be studying at Kent State and was
very interesting to talk with. Rev. Carol and Marsha
Snyder also spent time at the lake and enjoyed
everyone’s company. Sue & Bruce and the guests
provided a great lunch, and many enjoyed swimming,
canoeing, paddle boating, and riding on the pontoon
around the lake. There was certainly a lot to do. Sarah
Beth is quite a swimmer, not even hesitating to swim
across the lake. It was a beautiful day and great time for
fellowship. Thank you so much Sue & Bruce for your
hospitality!...
Chris Stickle and her Rely for Life team sponsor ed
a garage sale that was held here at Grace Church on
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday, Aug 11-13th. Chris and her
family have worked tirelessly to raise Relay for Life
funds for many years, and we’re so proud of all the work
they do…
And as not to miss a great opportunity to open Gracie’s
their doors were opened on those days as well. Sally &
Dani Dier, Nancy Lundgren, Lynn Francois, and
Shirley Johnson wer e all har d at wor k dur ing those
three days along with their regular Wednesday. Dani was
kind enough to bring the ladies ice coffee and bagels to
start their day. They brought in a lot of new customers
and that was worth the effort…
Our own Charles Parsons is interested in becoming an
Episcopal priest and on Sunday, July 17th he preached for
the first time here at Grace and did a wonderful job. We’ll
be looking forward to more good things from you,
Charles…
We received a note from Phyllis Shorts this last month,
and it sounds like she and Bill are doing well and
enjoying playing cards, attending concerts, the theater and
eating out. Bill is still golfing once a week with the nine
hole group. She also announced that last month their son

J.R. was mar r ied to Malia Rarden at a cer emony on a
yacht cruising the Gulf of Mexico, with the immediate
family to witness the nuptials. We wish the best to Bill
and Malia…
Amanda Brooks was in Rio de J aneir o just over
two weeks with the US Olympic Track & Field team.
She was wondering why giving her name resulted in such
puzzled looks until she discovered ‘Amanda’ in
Portuguese is a man’s name. She handled the Track and
Field team’s social media coverage, results, and stories
for the duration. Needless to say, her mom and sisters
were all glad when she was back home…
Thanks to Jim Ervin for taking the non-perishable
items from the wagon in back of the church to the Center
of Hope every month…
The month of August was full of maintenance issues--it seemed like everything was breaking down. The rectory
needed a new water heater, the security system in the
office wasn’t working, the lock on the back door wouldn’t
lock, and the computers were acting up along with the
copy machine. But thanks to Mike Johnson for getting the
repairmen here to fix the security system. Very helpful!!
A new water heater is finally in the rectory, the back door
lock got fixed and the Xerox repairman was here for the
copier. Thanks be to God!...
Paige Paxton is all excited about getting her temps
last month and her grandma, Nancy Lundgren attended
her 60th class reunion from Greenville High School;
where did the time go? Janice Lallathin has been busy
working and taking care of husband, Keith, while he
recovers from major surgery on his ankle. Their
granddaughter, Loren, has been helping out, too, and
visiting Keith during his recovery. Barb Popiel spent 12
days unpacking and assisting her daughter and son-in-law
Michelle and Dave Davis in getting settled in their new
home in Fuquay, North Carolina. Tim, Marcia and Kevin
Splinter moved Eric into his dor m at Clar kson
University in New York. He’ll be missed at home and
here at church; especially in the choir. We all wish Eric
the very best in his college adventures. Georgia Golec
will be starting at Ohio Univer sity, and Jenna Summy
will be starting her first year at Kent State—Twinsburg in
January, but we’re hoping to see Jenna at church and
maybe even in choir. We’ll look forward to seeing all
three of these young adults at the holidays, if not before!

The Bulletin Board
RALLY DAY
SEPTEMBER 11TH
SUNDAY SCHOOL
START UP. STAY
TUNED FOR CHOIR
START UP DATE!

“Let’s Honor Goldie”
On Sunday, September 18th at 11:30 we will honor Goldie Shriver for her many (50+)
years of service to the children and the people of Grace Church as nursery care person par
excellence. There will be a covered dish lunch after the 10:00 a.m. service. Please bring a
dish to share and any pictures or stories you may have. Please see Marsha Snyder if you
would like to donate to the “cash purse.” A sign-up sheet is in the parish hall. For any
questions, check with Barb Popiel, Nancy Ervin, Carol Marotta, or Marsha Snyder. Hope
you’ll plan to join us in celebrating Goldie’s nursery ministry at Grace!

Birthdays
2nd Tim Neely
4th Tracy Shriver
6th A.J. Neely
Megan Worthen
10th Mary Jean McDonald
11th Elizabeth Seiter
13th Leslie Thomas
15th Barb Popiel
17th Caroline Shaver
20th Jeane Wolcott
25th Martha Croll
26th Cindy Ward
30th Toni Worthen

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Anniversaries
4th Chris & Rodney Stickle
24th Michael & Kay Canan

Baptisms
7th Jenna Summy
22nd Lisa Paxton
Gerry Rich
25th Sue Ahrens
30th Samuel Rich
?
Sammie Stickle

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Aidan of Lindisfarne

August 31

Two islands, each with major monastic traditions, have contributed greatly to Celtic Christianity. The
monastery on Iona was founded by Columba and is in the Irish tradition of Western Christianity (austere
and deeply spiritual); the monastery on Lindisfarne was well known for its scholarly and artistic works.
And it is in Aidan that the histories of the two sacred islands merge. The story is one of the power of
friendship and partnership between good men and their love of God.
Nothing is known of Aidan’s early life except what the Venerable Bede has told us. (We learned about
Bede earlier this year.) Bede wrote that Aidan was a monk at the ancient monastery on Iona beginning at
a relatively young age and that he was of Irish descent. That’s it.
In the years prior to Aidan’s great mission, Christianity (which had been propagated throughout Britain
by the Roman Empire) had been replaced by Anglo-Saxon paganism. In Iona, Christianity soon found one
of its principal secular supporters, Oswald of Northumbria. Oswald was a noble youth who had been
raised there as a king in exile since 616. Baptized as a Christian, the young king vowed to bring
Christianity back to his people. Tradition holds that before dawn of the morning of the last and deciding
battle in 634, Oswald’s warriors found their king on his knees in front of a crude cross he had made of
stones. When victory was assured, the men wondered about this religion that had a king on his knees and
had contributed to their success. Because of his early connection to Iona, Oswald requested missionaries
be sent from that monastery to teach his people rather than from the Roman-sponsored monasteries in
Southern England. Bishop Corman and his team came but he alienated many people with his harshness.
He returned to Iona and blamed his failure on the stubbornness of the Northumbrians. Aidan criticized
Corman’s methods and was basically told that if he thought he could do any better, go right ahead. So he
did. He arrived in Northumbria in 635.
Aidan allied himself with the pious king and then chose the island of Lindisfarne as the seat of his diocese
since it was close to the royal castle at Bamburgh. Aidan walked from village to village, meeting and
talking with the people and telling them the stories of Jesus, carefully connecting these stories to the
people’s lives. Aidan and his monks slowly restored Christianity to the Northumbrian countryside. King
Oswald, who after his years of exile had a perfect command of the Irish language, often translated for
Aidan and his monks, who did not speak English at first. Can you imagine king and bishop, side by side,
preaching?
When King Oswald died in 642, Aidan received continued support from King Oswine of Deira and these
two men also became great friends. In 651, pagan hostilities arose and a pagan army attacked Bamburgh
and attempted to set its walls ablaze. According to legend, Aidan saw the black smoke from his cell at
Lindisfarne Abbey, immediately recognized its cause, and fell to his knees in prayer. Abruptly the winds
changed direction and blew the flames toward the enemy, which convinced them that the capital city was
defended by potent spiritual forces. But all was not well—Oswine was betrayed and murdered and only
12 days later, Aidan died. He had become ill while on one of his missionary walking tours (he never rode)
and died leaning against the wall of a small local church.
But the seeds were planted. In the early days of the medieval period (Dark Ages), the lamp of learning
and the love of God were kept alive by men and women who continued Aidan’s tradition. Think about it:
Irish origins, Scottish (Iona) monasticism, and ministry to the English. We owe much to this man.

18 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

17 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

16 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

19 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee
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Tim Lewicki—Organist
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The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Barb Popiel (2016)
Fred Lundgren (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)

