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Rectoros Writ

Over the years, stewardship appeals in the Church have become deliberate alpout
asking for more than money. We recognize that every church needs adequate funds
to keep operating, but we also need to be about service, support, and fellowship. PDur
sharing of time, talents, and treasure is what keeps o#eartso p e n ; open| to
guidance in responding to the needs off 0 |
needs of our own faith formation in this journey of discipleship. Every member has
something to give or share, and one gift is not more important than another. All are
needed for the common good and for buifl di |

ltds a real chall enge to be focused pn s
deficit. Yet the gospel based values we hold have an appeal to people who arg not
members as well; people looking for a church home and beliefs they can embrage.
Nearly 80% of church members are there because a friend or family member INVITED
THEM. If every member at Grace invited and brought in at least one new membe
each year, we would have more funds AND more volunteers for service and outregch
in the church and in our community. We should be asking ourselves regularly, is
there a family member or friend we can invite? We do well to keep in mind increaseq
membership and giving isnot the purposef inviting, but an important side benefit.

The purpose of inviting people to chufch
God and to be part of that holy (yet imperfect) fellowship.

St . Paul reminds us how there are oOlvari
varieties of service, but the same Lornd,;
who inspires them al }I6)Thegifte weeeach boidare giverf 1 Co
by the Spirit. Wedbre not called togvkeep t
t hem awayeéto give ourselves to the serlvic
John Wesley had a very spiritual and gene
can, by al l t heRumefaCoralucty 844 )c aWedr € not C a
extraordinary, just faithful i n sharinpng o

church; walking in with them, sitting with them, and helping them feel welcome.

As we prepare to enter a new program year and a fast approaching stewardshjp
season, may we all pray about and consider. whate can givet o s upporft G
Church at Grace; whatwe can do to serva the church and the community; and
whom can we invite to know God and join us in fellowshj®ne of it is simple or
easy, but with Godds help itds alll pos|si bl
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Service

I f you cannot serve

schedul ed,

Lay

persondéds name. Thank for sharing in the |
Sunday, September 8 :
CelebiTaet Rev. Car ol Evans

Lead®0: 00 Nancy
Gr eetleirssa & Jef f
Acol yeana Summy

10: 00 Nancy

Deacdhe Rev. William Sny
Wor sh8:p00 Sally Dier
Lundgren
Mar s h

Al t ar Baiitl el Br ooks
Coffee8HOOt Mi ke & Shi

Countkay Canan & Den

1°ReadiJreg emi-ah,- 28221
Carolyn Engl e

Psallmd

2"‘Readilngri motihzy 1:
Kat hy Summy

Gospleuke -1105: 1

Sunday, September

Lead®0®: 00 Steve
Gr eetlJeorhsn & Mary

Cof fee8HOB6t $BA
10: 00 Car ol

Celebmaet Rev. Car ol
Wor sh8:p00 Bette Brooks

Evans

Acol Phel lip Crouse
Al tar Batittel Brooks

Count@arsol yn Engl ert
Br ook Kalye Canan & Denni s

I*ReadiJreg emid@ah: 18: 18
Tim Splinter

Psal7l®m91

2"Readilnglri mo¥fhy 2:1
Jeff Croll

Gospleudke -1136: 1

Sunday, September

8 :

Deacdhe Rev. Wi |

Gr eetbearvsi d Mil | er
Acol yeéf Mar sh
Al tar Baiitlel Br oo

Cel ebiThet Rev. Car ol

Wor sh8:p00 Sally Dier
Lead®&®: 00 Charl es

ks
Coffee8HOOt Rich La
10: 00 John & Mary
Countkay Canan & Denni

shl ey

1*ReadiJreg emi-ah;1%8: 1
Steve Merrildl

Psal9m-61 -1164

2"Readilngri motLBy 6: 6
Jane-Jeasra

Gospleuke -386: 19

Sunday, October 2

GreetNarnscy &Fred
Acol Keein Splint
Al tar Nandy Ervin
Coffee8HO9t Joan &
10: 00 Swusan
Count@arsol yn Engl
Brook&Kaltdhy Summy

CelebiTaet Rev. Car ol
Wor sh8:p00 Bette Brooks
Lead®0®: 00 Carolyn

Lundg

Frank
& Steven

1*ReadiLmgnent atéi ons
Nancy Lundgr e

CantiLalment at-2@® ns

2"'Readi2nglri motlhy 1: 1
Fred Lundgren

Gos pleu ke -1107 : 5
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The Bulletin Board

Acolytes
schedule
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Congratulations!

Bl rthday and many happy returns...

Bapti s ms

. 7t hJenna Summy
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Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends

By Bette Brooks
They | ived not only in ages past; the

The world is bright with the joyous
Aidan of Lindisfarne August 31
Two isl ands, each with major monastic tradit:.
monastery on lona was founded by Columba and i
and deeply spiritual); the monastery on Lindisgs
And it is in Aidan that the histories of the
friendship lmetdweoanm tqeods hingpn and their | ove of
Nothing is known of Aidanés early | ife except
Bede earlier this year.) Bede wrote that Aidan
a relatively young age and that he was of 1lris
In the years prior to Aidands great mi ssi on, ¢
by the Roman Empire) -8axobepagarpsmcebdnbliorragl
of its principal secul ar supporters, Oswal d o
raised there as a king in exile since 616. B
Christianity back to his people. Tradition hol
battle in 634, Oswal dbés warriors found their K
stones. When victory was assured, the men wond
had contributed to their success. Because of hli
be sent from that monastery to tsepaomksohiesd men@a
Sout hern Engl and. Bi shop Corman and his team g
He returned to |l ona and blamed his failure on
Cormands met hods and was basically told that i
did He arrived in Northumbria in 635.
Aidan allied himself with the pious king and t
since it was close to the royal castle at Bam
talking with the people and telling them the
peopleds | ives. Aidan and his monks slowly res
Oswal d, who after his years of exile had a pe
Aidan and his monks, who did not speak Engli sh
preaching?
When King Oswald died in 642, Ai dan received ¢c
t wo men al so became great friends. I n 651, pagd
and attempted to set its walls ablaze. Accordi
Lindisfarne Abbey, i mmedi ately recognized its
changed direction and blew the fl ames toward t
defended by potent spird@uwilnd owzesbetBuayadI|am
12 days | ater, Ai dan di ed. He had become il | w
and died | eaning against the wal/l of a small I
But the seeds were planted. In the early days
and the | ove of God were kept alive by men and
Il rish origins, Scottish (lona) monasticism, an
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The Grace Vine

Grace Episcopal Church
250 W. Cedar St.
Ravenna OH 44266




