The Grace Vine
September 2015
Rector’s Writ
After what seems like a very quick summer, we find ourselves ready to
start another program year. We’ll be welcoming back Grace’s choir and Christian
Ed volunteers with a Rally Day luncheon and kickoff on September 13 th. We’re
working with the challenge of offering weekly Christian Ed sessions for our
children and youth. We work with the youth we have (often a broad age range)
and make the effort to support volunteer teachers who spend time & energy
preparing lessons for youth. We’re still in the process of putting together a “team”
of teachers, so the same person isn’t teaching for weeks on end. If you’d like to
volunteer or have ideas regarding how we might bring “other-than-Sunday”
options to Christian ed, we’d love to hear from you. We’re offering a class on icons
(Saturday, Sept. 19th 10am—2pm) as a non-Sunday starter for adult studies.
We have an internet group that’s been reading the Bible. They’ve taken on the
challenge to read all the Scriptures in a year. We stand ready to begin the
regular programs, to continue the celebration of Grace Church’s 150 th
anniversary, and—with God’s help—to explore and form some creative new ways
to be active in discipleship, spiritual growth, and church growth.
It would be helpful to hear from members your ideas, insights and
comments about Grace Church: what you think we do well…what you think we
need to work on/improve.
There seem to be two important questions:
What do we need to do to provide meaningful worship; pastoral care; spiritual
formation; and fellowship for our current members?
What do we need to do to bring in and keep new members? What do people
need and want from church in today’s world?
There aren’t easy or magical answers to any of these questions. But it’s a
place to start. I’m hoping we can all join in this conversation and expand it to
find out what God is calling the people of Grace Church to be and do in our
community. We can start with informal talks/ideas at coffee hour. We can have
a casual large group conversation after lunch on Rally Day, Sept. 13th. Please
pray for Grace Church and plan to join us.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, September 6

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leaders
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Jenna Summy
8:00 Frank & Joan Seman
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cindy Hoskins
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Barb Popiel
Counters Carolyn Englert & Carol Marotta
Brookdale Kathy Summy

Sunday, September 13

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Nancy & Jim Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Ervin & Barb Popiel
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Counters Carolyn Englert & Carol Marotta
RALLY DAY!

Sunday, September 20
Celebrant
Worship
Leaders
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 125
2nd Reading James 2: 1-17
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Mark 7:24-37

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leaders
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

16 Pentecost

1st Reading Proverbs 1:20-33
Martha Croll
Psalm 19
2nd Reading James 3:1-12
Jeff Croll
Gospel Mark 8:27-38

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Eric Splinter
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Gail Richards & Carol Marotta
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Barb Popiel
Counters Carolyn Englert & Carol Marotta
Brookdale Bill Snyder

15 Pentecost

17 Pentecost

1st Reading Proverbs 31:10-31
Kathy Summy
Psalm 1
2nd Reading James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
Tim Splinter
Gospel Mark 9:30-37

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 2015
Grace Church will be observing the Bishop’s Annual Appeal during September.
These funds are used to support various ministries throughout the diocese and as
contributions to Episcopal Community Services support of parish based ministries.
The diocese has brochures that describe what your contributions are used for, and
also provides pre-addressed envelopes to simplify mailing. Your funds are much
appreciated.

Sunday, September 27

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leaders
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 TBA
John & Mary Jean McDonald
David Miller
Nancy Ervin & Barb Popiel
8:00 Rick Lashley & Debbie Shorts
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Carolyn Englert & Carol Marotta

Sunday, October 4
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 124
2nd Reading James 5:13-20
Jeff Croll
Gospel Mark 9:38-50

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Eric Splinter
Bette Brooks & Caol Marotta
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Barb Popiel & Steve Merrill

18 Pentecost

19 Pentecost

1st Reading Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Kathy Summy
Psalm 26
2nd Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Tim Splinter
Gospel Mark 10:2-16

RELAY FOR LIFE
On June 12th & 13th Gracie’s Go Getters, the Parish family relay for life team, participated in the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life at Newton Falls High School. The team consisted of Kay Canan, Carol Marotta, Linda De Rocha (Sally Dier’s friend from Washington, D.C.) and Dennis, Dani & Sally Dier. 225
blessed palm crosses were given out to have names of survivors, caregivers, and those who have died written
of them. At the end of the relay as the final lap was walked the names on these crosses were read and a prayer provided by Rev. Carol was read and the crosses were burned sending our love, prayers for comfort, rest
and continued healing from on high. We handed out lots of business cards and Grace Church information.
Eighteen cheesecakes were sold along with coffee, tea, water, Gator aid and American flags.
In addition to the many generous financial donation from our parish family, cheese cakes were made by Nancy Ervin, Nancy Lundgren, Sue Ahrens, Doris Whipple, Gail Richards, Kay Canan, Julie Canan, and Sally
Dier. Three hundred dollars from Remcon, $100.00 & $250.00 from Spa Day gift baskets from Facet Salon &
Spa in Garrettsville were donated. A “Date Night” gift basket consisting of two tickets of any show at Stambaugh Auditorium, a bottle of Stambaugh wine, wine glasses, candles and holders were donated by Stambaugh Auditorium in Youngstown and Gracie’s Back Door. Water, cups and Gator Aid were donated by Rising Sun Entertainment & Production. Cream, sugar, cheese cake toppings and many odds and ends were donated by Kay Canan. Tent rental, ice, coolers, coffee, tea, table, chairs, ingredients and thirteen cheese cakes
provided by a donor who wishes to remain unknown.
We had a goal of $1000.00. When the cheese cake crumbs and palm smoke settled we ended up with
$2195.00 that was donated to the American Cancer Society from the Grace Church Parish Family. “Great
Job!” everyone and thanks to all! Oh, yeah – we also won the first place trophy for the best midnight snack –
CHEESECAKE!!

Did You Know?...
Nancy Ervin enjoyed the hot weather with her
granddaughters; especially when they began playing with
the water balloons. I’m wondering who got soaked!! …
The Sit & Stitch group enjoyed lunch at Mike and
Shirley Johnson’s, an annual and always fun summer
event. The Johnsons have a beautiful home and the
perfect setting for a picnic back in the woods. Judy Canan
hosted this group on August 11 and it was BYOL (bring
your own lunch) which they were happy to do…
At the 150th Anniversary celebration Eleanor Blank
saw a picture of her late husband Bill that was taken in
the 1950’s while he was on Vestry. She spoke to Carol
Marotta and said she would love to have two copies;
one for her and one for her daughter. Carol had the two
copies made, framed them and took them to Eleanor –
what a nice thing to do--but then Carol’s a nice person…
Carol’s husband Eric had some wonderful pictures
and an article about the ice cream social, held here at
Grace on July 11th, in the local newspaper. Thanks Eric –
it’s always nice to get information out about the church
and what we’re doing…
And speaking of the Ice Cream Social there was a
nice turn out with about 50 people attending. Thanks to
the Fundraising Committee members, which included
Kay Canan, Carol Marotta, Barb Popiel, for all their
work. The ice cream and ALL the fixings were donated
by the members of the congregation. Parish members and
members of the community attended. John & Mary Jean
McDonald won the 50/50 dr awing and ver y gener ously
donated it back to the church. Thanks, folks!!...
Sarah Beth Audet has her tempor ar y license and is
trying to talk mom Lisa and stepdad Jeff into a car. I can
say her arguments are very sound. She’ll be going to
swim practice at 5:30 a.m .and they won’t have to get out
of bed early to get to work and take younger sister Rachel
to school. Good luck getting that car, Sara Beth…
Chris Stickle is thr illed that her daughter Sammi
was allowed to return to Ravenna High School marching
band. Sammi is now attending Maplewood and the “rule”
was if you’re attending Maplewood, you can’t be part of
the RHS band. However, after the band director noted
Sammi’s interest and support (active in band since fifth
grade), he had a change of heart and will allow her to be
part of the band along with her friends, especially Jenna
Summy. YAH! Kathy Summy was one of the adult
leaders at this year’s band camp, and of course it was held
during some of the hottest days of this summer…
A groundhog has been making its home under the

rectory porch. An attempt to capture the creature has been
unsuccessful thus far. But if John McDonald has anything
to do about it he’ll soon lose his happy home. The
groundhog – not John. John did get a skunk in the trap,
but was able to remove it safely…
You no longer have to bring in egg cartons for Toni
Worthen; she’s moved, so the chickens (and the fr ee
range, fresh eggs so many of us enjoyed) are gone. Toni’s
daughter, Megan, will be attending Kent State as a second
year student already!...
Carol & Maynard Evans spent time in Color ado
for Maynard’s son Jeff’s wedding. Rev. Carol officiated
and both said they had a wonderful service; the couple
and the setting were beautiful. Then they were off to
Michigan to baptize their niece, Kelly’s, twin baby girls,
who at three months are very sweet and fun to hold…
Tim and Eric Splinter wer e busy this summer in
the Garrettsville Curtains Up Theatre production of A lice
in Wonderland. Eric was the White Rabbit and Tim the
Knave of Hearts. Tim was also in charge of sets. Carolyn
Englert, Judy Canan, Sue Ahrens, and her
granddaughter Madison, and Marsha Snyder came to
enjoy the show – which they did. Again the Splinter boys
are always busy. Kevin played baseball all summer and
his team did very well. Keep up the good work boys – as
long as your parents can keep up with you. After Kevin’s
baseball season they were headed to New York for a 26
person family reunion. Marcia’s father Harold is well on
the mend from his tractor accident this spring! They
return from that to go right back to it. Eric’s marching
band camp started, Kevin is getting ready for fall Baseball
and Tim has been recruited into a Madrigal group from
the Youngstown area and has begun rehearsing to get
ready for their Christmas Dinner performances! Busy
Busy Busy!…
Sue and Bruce Ahrens ar e gr eat-grandparents
again. Granddaughter Kate Ahrens delivered a beautiful
baby girl, Isabella Sue, into this world on July 27th.
Congratulations to the Ahrens family…
Our own Reba Cook received the Ravenna Rotarian
of the Year Award. She is a longtime members of the
board, is now serving as the Rotary Foundation chair, and
has been an integral part of each of the club’s fundraisers.
She was also recognized for 25 years of perfect
attendance. Not only is Reba a Rotarian, but she and
Frank Seman ar e also member s of the boar d of
directors on the Ravenna Area Chamber of Commerce.
Frank Seman, our Sr. Warden, has served on City Council

Birthdays
2nd Tim Neely
4th Tracy Shriver
6th A.J. Neely
Megan Worthen
10th Mary Jean McDonald
11th Elizabeth Seiter
13th Leslie Thomas
15th Barb Popiel
17th Caroline Shaver
20th Jeane Wolcott
23rd Ryan Stover
25th Martha Croll
26th Cindy Ward
30th Toni Worthen

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
7th Jenna Summy
9th Sammie Stickle
22nd Lisa Paxton
Gerry Rich
25th Sue Ahrens
30th Samuel Rich

Anniversaries
4th Chris & Rodney Stickle
24th Michael & Kay Canan

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Please join us in saying ‘THANK YOU” to people
serving god at Grace Church and in our community in
a variety of ways:



John McDonald in his efforts of trying to “catch”
the elusive groundhog under the rectory porch
and for power washing and painting the rectory
deck. Mike Johnson also helped paint the deck.





All those who filled in for vacationers this
summer.



Jim Ervin for taking the Marshall Cleaners
receipts for redemption.



All who continue to support our church
financially and with your prayers & participation.



The fund raising committee--for your great ideas
to keep us active in the community.



Carol Marotta, Marcia Splinter, Marsha Snyder,
Shirley Johnson, and Kay Canan for donating two
or more of their Saturdays during the next three
months to Gracie’s.
Bette Brooks, Nancy Ervin, Shirley Johnson, Fred
Lundgren, and Marsha Snyder for helping with
Wednesday fill-ins and/or seasonal set-ups at
Gracie’s. Nancy Lundgren & Sally Dier for their
ongoing creative work. Thanks for all who shop or
make donations, and for all Gracie’s provides for
the Parish Discretionary Fund.



All the anonymous donors to the non-perishable
foods wagon for Center of Hope.



Carolyn Englert and all our faithful prayer partners
for keeping the prayer chain going

for several years, and is very much in the race to become
mayor of Ravenna. Please keep him in your prayers and
give him your support. Anyone who knows Frank knows
he’s focused on what’s good for our Ravenna community
and the people he represents.
Amanda Brooks has had a busy late summer! To
celebrate “One Year to Go” before the start of the 2016
Rio Summer Olympics, she accompanied athletes from

Please call the office or email us a note if you know
of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

USA Track & Field to New York for an appearance on
the Today Show. Her twin sister, Beverly, joined her for
this. Then it was off to Japan for a week of meetings
them on to Beijing, China for the World Track
competition. Ask Bette for pictures of Amanda on the
Great Wall!!

The Bulletin Board
October is
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
To show our support the Sit n’ Stitch is
making purple scarves to donate to Safer
Futures, our local women’s shelter. You
can sew, knit, crochet, however you choose
to make them. We will need them by
September 15th, so they can be distributed
during the month of October.
Everyone is invited to participate in this
project, any questions, call Carolyn Englert
330.527.4888, or the church office at
330.296.3443.

Spread the word! Come Visit! Bring your Friends & Family!

GRACIE’S BACK DOOR
Open Saturdays!
Beginning on September 12th and through the months of September,
October and November Gracie’s will be open on Saturdays from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in addition to Wednesdays.
We are able to do this due to the generous donations of time from Carol
Marotta, Marcia Splinter, Marsha Snyder, Shirley Johnson and Kay
Canan. A huge thank you to all of these women! We have had
enormous amounts of donations of holiday and gift items; in addition to
sets of dishes, glasses and various household times.

Wine Tasting Event
October 3

Once again Steve & Susan Merrill will share
with us their love and knowledge of wine.
This event is always a wonderful way to spend
an evening. Please plan to join us, and invite
your friends and family. You’ll learn
something and have fun doing it. This year, as
in the past, gift baskets will be raffled off and
we are in need of baskets (we already have
Halloween & Ohio State baskets). We would
like to offer the ever popular “Lottery Ticket”
basket and if you would, bring in scratch off
tickets in any domination to Barb Popiel or
Mechele Novak.
And let them
know of any
other gift
baskets you
may be
interested in
making or
contributing
toward.

PRAYING WITH ICONS
September 19th
10:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.
Have you ever wanted to know
more about icons? Join us to learn
about this history, used as an aid
to prayer, and even to make one of
your own-called “writing” an
icon. All materials are provided.
Bring your lunch.

YOUTH ADVENTURE IN WAKEMAN
September 12, from 10am—3pm youth in grades 5 through
12 are invited to attend an “explore the site” event at the
new camp & retreat center, 4655 SR 60 in Wakeman, OH.
Parents are welcome. You’ll get to explore the site
through games and activities. “Bring your swimsuit and
clothes that can get dirty.” To register, info is available
in the office or from flyers on the bulletin board.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Over the course of the next few months, Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends will explore the
diverse tradition of Celtic Christianity. There is a great deal of information about Celtic
anything on the web, and much of it is what I call “woo-woo”—mostly misinformation, much
untruth, and historical fiction that would pass for history, with a smattering of supernatural junk.
So, I’ll use this month’s column to share some of the early research I’ve done and set the context
for future columns.
Let’s begin with the terms Celtic spirituality and Celtic Christianity. The Northumbria
Community, a modern community of faith with strong ties to the Anglican tradition, views Celtic
spirituality as “simply living the life, following the Way, traveling the journey in the everyday
ordinariness of life—the pain and the pleasure, the heartaches and the hopes, the disappointments
and the dreams.” And Celtic Christianity places this approach to life within the Christian
tradition.
For me, this prompts some challenging questions: How then do I live out what I most
profoundly believe, within the ordinariness of my daily life? And further, what do I most
profoundly believe? These are not rhetorical questions but rather are central to living a life of
faith. As we explore the landscape, both physical and cultural, of Celtic Christianity we will
observe how the Celtic saints lived into the sacred ordinariness of their lives and performed
God’s holy work.
A quick word about geography—you knew this was coming and there will be more later! When
we speak of Celtic, we must move beyond Ireland and encompass Scotland, parts of northern
England, as well as several islands of unique significance. We’ll close with the sacred legend of
the formation of the Holy Island of Landisfarne (just off the northeast coast of England), often
just called “Holy Island” and that is the actual name of the civil parish within Northumberland
where it is located. When Satan, one of God’s own angels, raised his giant battle-axe against
Heaven’s gates, God’s shaft of lightning struck it from his hand. The flaming axe fell into the
North Sea and was changed into the thousand-acre island of Landisfarne. (Celtic Daily Prayer,
p. 61). Through the centuries this bit of lore concerning God’s victory inspired those who lived
on or visited the island to keep Satan’s power underfoot. It isn’t surprising that one of the great
monasteries was founded here or that one of the most glorious illuminated manuscripts of the
Four Gospels was created here.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)
Barb Popiel (2016)
Michele Novak (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)

