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September 2009
Rector’s Writ
When the thought of a sabbatical beginning in September first struck me
as even a possibility, I remember thinking there won’t be much time to plan.
And there hasn’t been. Someone reminded me the other day of the old
proverb: “The people plan and God laughs.” God must be holding his sides
by now. People ask me if I’ve started packing yet and I laugh. There must be
a side of human nature that joins God’s laughter about our “plans.” People
are very concerned about my parents’ health, especially my dad; they seem
less concerned with how specific study plans are going. Several members
have shared stories about making time to be with parents and loved ones.
The message is constant and clear that our families should always be a
priority. Thank you for that message.
Our Senior Warden, Cathy Mansor, when I first shared these plans,
had a response that supports what has unfolded. She helped me to see that
this sabbatical time is a gift. It is definitely a gift; one that’s been waiting
for some time to be opened. People are providing support, prayers, and good
wishes. They’re providing in self giving and generous ways so that worship,
fellowship, leadership, programs, pastoral care, and concerns over various
matters are all provided for and covered while I’m away. Thank you for
that. Thank you for being faithful members of our Grace Church family;
for keeping a caring eye on Maynard and each other; for allowing me this
gift of time to be with my parents and family in Missouri; for some study
opportunities once I’m there; and for keeping the faith as the priorities on
life’s journey unfold, and as gifts are opened before us.
Your prayers and good thoughts and love go with me. I’ll miss you all
and will keep you in my prayers and remember you to my parents. They’re
learning what Maynard and I already know about how our Grace Church
family is blessed with so many good people.
May God’s blessings, protection, joy, generous
provision, and peace be with you all.
Carol +

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Wednesday, September 2 6:00 PM Healing Service with LEV Eucharist
Officiating Kathy Summy—Lay Eucharistic Visitor

Sunday, September 6

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Officiating
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. James F. Cooney
Bette Brooks
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Kevin Splinter
Barb Popiel & Judy Watkins
8:00 Frank & Joan Seman
10:00 Irene & John Machisko
Counters Marcia Splinter & Fred Lundgren
Loyalton Kathy Summy

Pentecost 14

1st Reading Proverbs 22:1-2,8-9,22-23
Roberta O’Keefe
Tim Splinter
Psalm 125
2nd Reading James 2:1-17
Cathy Mansor
Gospel Mark 7:24-37

Sunday, September 13

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Officiating
Deacon
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. James F. Cooney
The Rev. William Snyder
Carolyn Englert
Bev Lewis-Mercury & Bonnie Quay
Eric Splinter & Phillip Crouse
Barb Popiel & Judy Watkins
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Counters Marcia Splinter & Fred Lundgren

Sunday, September 20

Pentecost 15

1st Reading Proverbs 1:20-33
Steve Barna
Psalm 19
2nd Reading James 3:1-12
Judy Canan
Gospel Mark 8:27-38

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Officiating
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. James F. Cooney
Maynard Evans
Gary Bell & Jim Ervin
Taylor Paxton
Barb Popiel & Judy Watkins
8:00 TBA
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Marcia Splinter & Fred Lundgren
Loyalton Bill Snyder

Pentecost 16

1st Reading Proverbs 31:10-31
Roberta O’Keefe
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 1
2nd Reading James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
John Machisko
Gospel Mark 9:30-37

ECW Meeting
September 26TH
9:00 am

Every women is invited to join us for the first
ECW meeting this fall hosted by Marsha Snyder
and Carolyn Englert. We will be planning our
Christmas Cookie Sale and other upcoming
events. Mark your calendar.

Sunday, September 27

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. James F. Cooney
The Rev. William D. Snyder
Cory Conway
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Jenna Summy
Barb Popiel & Judy Watkins
8:00 Cindy Hoskins & Pat Williams
10:00 Tony & Toni Worthen
Counters Marcia Splinter & Fred Lundgren

Sunday, October 4

Pentecost 17
st

1 Reading Esther 7:1-6,9-10;9:20-22
Steve Barna
Psalm 124
2nd Reading James 5:13-20
Judy Canan
Gospel Mark 9:38-50

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Officiating
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. James F. Cooney
Bette Brooks
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Schyler Conway
Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
8:00 Frank & Joan Seman
10:00 Chris Stickle & Denise Crouse
Counters John McDonald & Cathy Mansor

Pentecost 18

st

1 Reading Job 1: 1; 2:1-10
Roberta O’Keefe
Cathy Mansor
Psalm 26
2nd Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Tim Splinter
Gospel Mark 10:2-16

Grace Notes
The Choir

After a summer of well-deserved rest, it is once again time
for Grace Choir to begin. Rehearsals start on Thursday, September 10, 2009 at 7:00 PM, and the choir will sing for the
10:00 AM Sunday worship services beginning September 13.
Our choir members are a dedicated group of individuals
who meet for rehearsals and sing for services about nine
months of the year, usually beginning the Sunday after Labor
Day and ending on Pentecost or Trinity Sunday in the spring.
In addition to the Sunday morning services, the choir also
sings for various other services such as on Christmas Eve,
Ash Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday. Regular attendance
is expected at both rehearsals and services. We work hard on
preparing music each week . . . but we also have a lot of fun
in the process!
If you would like to participate in the choir, please contact
me at 330.487.0579 or talk with me on Sunday, September 6
after the 10:00 service. I look forward to hearing from you,
and, of course, to welcoming back both former and new choir
members.
Mary Ann Switz, Organist/Choir Director

Did You Know?...
Amy Seman has been working long and hard on her
Masters Degree and hopefully will have it complete by
the end of the year. I’m sure her girls Aundréa and
Kirsten and Frank and Joan will be as happy as Amy is
to have it completed and to have life back to normal…
A card party was held at Johnnie & Irene Machsiko’s
home and the result was a nice sum of cash that went to
the Parish Discretionary Fund and the rector really
appreciated that!!...
Have you met Martha and Jeff Croll yet? They’re a
new couple that have recently moved from the Chicago
area and are now living in Shalersville. Be sure to say
hello and welcome this nice couple…
Schyler & McKenna Conway, Jenna Summy and
Brandon Higgins all attended Cedar Hills camp this
summer and had a wonderful time…
Bill Snyder headed for Minnesota to see son Luke and
his family, especially grandson Oliver. They kept him
busy with some home improvement projects…
Barb Popiel will be keeping daughter Michelle
company soon while her husband Dave and his uncle go
to Mozambique, Africa on a hunt. They have plans for the
beach and a couple of wine tastings. Have fun girls…
A short message from Kathy Summy: When you get
poison ivy or oak it really itches. She has the scars to
prove it!!...
Vacation Bible School’s program was ―Treasure
Cove‖ which was a good experience and a LOT of fun!
There are so many people to thank, especially Chris
Stickle and Stacy Scibelli for overseeing a week of
meals and snacks along with Chris’s mother and father
Wilda and Lane Autry. Thanks to the Grace Church
members who generously donated money so there was
plenty of food, snacks, and drinks for everyone. The
children attended classes that included crafts, games,
singing, dancing, and Bible stories. The children
attending were: McKenna & Jillian Conway, Braden
Post, David Ondrejko, Gerry, Maggie & Sammy Rich,
Zach & Emily Scibelli, Johnathon Freshour, Kaylee
Dantone, Faith & Matthew Castiglione, Brooklynn &
Paige Skidmore, Madison Brawley, and Julie Cooper.
The teens and young adults who volunteered were a big
help and the children loved them! Our thanks to Brittany
Cannon, Phil Crouse, Schyler Conway, Victoria
Brawley, Nick Frieden, Chelsea Gott, Nikki Stickle,
Sammi Stickle, Emily Summy, Jenna Summy and
Mindy Arbaugh. A huge thank you to the organizers,

overseers, cooks, coaches, and teachers: Addrianne
Conway, Denise Crouse, Amanda Ondrejko, Courtney
Rich, Chris Stickle, Stacy Scibelli, and Kathy Summy.
They would also like to thank Irene Machisko for the
apple pie & cookies that were enjoyed by the staff. You
can’t share this pie with just anyone!!...
Fred & Nancy Lundgren with Lisa, Taylor and
Paige Paxton, returned for Hilton Head, where they
enjoyed the beach and shopping. Nancy purchased a new
nativity set for the altar – can’t wait for Christmas. Then
again yes I can wait!!...
Ken & Alice Boydell enjoyed a visit from daughters
Susan, Ann and Ellen and her family. It was nice to see
them in church, and it was great fun seeing 18 monty old
grandson Elliot exploring the parish hall with his daddy.
Elliot took a liking to Jenna Summy, and he wasn’t very
happy about leaving her…apparently he wasn’t ready to
leave Grandma and Grandpa that day either! …
Bette Brooks had the twins home for a few weeks this
summer. Amanda and Beverly are both doing great and
it was nice seeing Amanda…
While Rev. Carol is on Sabbatical for three months,
we will have Fr. James Cooney as supply priest, please
make Jim welcome…
We were saddened by the death of Fr. Herb Myers
who died last month…
Emily Neely and Shea O’Neill were married here at
Grace on August 15th and we wish them the very best…
A new member of Grace Church, Noah Crouse, was
baptized on August 16th with lots of family and friends to
welcome the newly baptized…
George and Katherine Furrer celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary on the 20th of August.
Congratulations!! …
Kevin Splinter is playing football this year, we wish
him luck with that!!...
Thank you to those the volunteers at County Clothing
in July: Blake & Bonnie Quay, John & Mary Jean
McDonald, Cindy Hoskins and Roberta O’Keefe…
Cathy Mansor coordinated the Habitat lunch served
on August 22nd. Thanks to Tony, Toni, and Megan
Worthen for picking up the food and delivering it to the
Habitat site, and thanks to Irene Machisko, Nancy
Ervin, Cathy Mansor, Toni Worthen, and Marsha
Snyder for supplying the food.

On the Horizon
Tuesday, September 22th
Sit & Stitch Lunch
1pm

Saturday, September 12th
Fellowship and
Game Night
6:30pm
Back to the Parish Hall for our
regular fun and laughter get-together.

Watch for Sign-Up Sheets in the
Parish Hall to help with the
Hotdog Lunch and Bake Sale.
We’ll have pre-sale forms for the
Raffle Baskets available.
We will also walk in the parade as
usual so come on out for it.

Every women is invited to join us for the
first ECW meeting this fall hosted by
Marsha Snyder and Carolyn Englert. We
will be planning our Christmas Cookie
Sale and upcoming events. Mark your
calendar.

Sunday, September 20th
Christian Ed. Resumes
Christian Ed will resume at 9:45
for 3-13 year olds.
Teens and their parents will also meet
after the 10am service on the 20th.

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
6th
10th
13th
15th
17th
20th
21st
23rd
24th
28th

Grace Postlethwaite
Tim Neely
Bill Shorts, Jr.
Tracey Shriver
A.J. Neely
Mary Jean McDonald
Janelle Moore
Leslie Thomas
Barbara Popiel
Caroline Shaver
Jeane Wolcott
Elizabeth Ulbricht
Ryan Stover
Betty Russell
Faith Postlethwaite

It is time again for the CROP Walk.
Last year’s Walk raised $8500 for the
Center of Hope and Ravenna
Christian Cupboard. Please consider
walking or donating this year.

Saturday, September 26th
ECW Meeting
9am

Saturday, September 19th
Ravenna Balloon Affair

Birthdays

The Sit & Stitch group will have a
Hot Dog Lunch at Mike and Shirley
Johnson’s home.

Sunday, October 11th
2009 CROP Walk

Saturday, September 10th
Fellowship and
Game Night
6:30pm

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Anniversaries
9th Tony & Toni Worthen
24th Michael & Kay Canan
28th Linda & Burt Stover

Baptisms
7th Jenna Summy
10th Janelle Moore
22nd Jillian Conway
Lisa Paxton
Gerry Rich
25th Sue Ahrens
26th Gladys Parsons
30th Samuel Rich

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Remember these words from the hymn we often sing during our observance of All Saints Day? It isn’t too difficult to remember the reasons why many of the individuals noted at the top of the pages of Forward Day by Day
are there—St. Patrick, St. Paul, Sts. Cyril and Methodius. But what of the ones in parentheses, the modern
names, the ―hundreds of thousands still?‖ Who were they? Why are they there? With each Gracevine, this short
section will introduce you to just one of these fascinating individuals.
September 18—Dag Hammarskjold
Dag Hammarskjold, born in 1905, was the son of the Prime Minister of Sweden. A lawyer and an economist, he
taught at the University of Stockholm before becoming president of the board of the Bank of Sweden, then
Swedish State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, then head of the Swedish delegation to the United Nations.
In 1953 he was elected Secretary General of the United Nations. One of his first acts was to plan and supervise
every detail of the creation of the ―Meditation Room‖ in the headquarters building. This space is dedicated to
silence, where people of all faiths, creeds, or religions could withdraw. Hammarskjold used it frequently.
His first 4-year term (1953-1957) was consumed with the Arab-Israeli conflict, the freeing of 15 American pilots
who had served in the Korean War and been captured by the Chinese, and the Suez Crisis. The second term was
even more contentious. In 1960, the newly independent state of the Congo asked for UN aid to bring peace from
its civil war. Hammarskjold made at least 4 trips to the Congo to defuse the situation. The Soviet Union did not
appreciate his meddling and called for his resignation and the creation of a 3-man leadership team. The UN
voted down this proposal.
In early September 1961, Hammarskjold learned of fighting between peace-keeping UN forces and forces loyal
to one of the local leaders. While en route to negotiate a ceasefire on the night of 17-18 September, his plane
crashed near Ndola, Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia). No flight plans had been filed for security reasons and a
decoy aircraft flew via a different route ahead of Hammarskjold’s plane. Was the crash sabotage? Assassination?
Did Hammarskjold survive the crash only to be murdered as he escaped the wreckage? Despite at least 3 official
inquiries, there has been no definite answer.
After his death, his private journal Markings was published. In it, Hammarskjold revealed the depth of his faith
and his sense of purpose. He described his diplomatic deeds as an ―inner journey:‖
He who has surrendered himself to it knows that the Way ends on
The Cross—even when it is leading through the jubilation of
Gennesaret or the triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
Heavenly Father, who has taught us that the peacemakers shall be called the children of God: Grant that, like
your servant Dag Hammarskjold, we may always seek to live at peace with our neighbors, and to reconcile those
living in strife and enmity; so that in this way we may follow in the footsteps of your beloved Son Jesus Christ
our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Request for Help from County Clothing Center
The County Clothing Center is trying to help out Coleman clients with their new apartment building in Kent. We
are asking each of our supporting groups to help us by collecting items for one apartment.
This is the list of items we think we would like to provide for them:



Bathroom
 Toilet Brush
 Shower Curtain and hooks or rings
 2 Bath towels and wash cloths
 Toothbrush holder, toothbrush and
toothpaste
 Small trash can



Bedroom
 Blankets and linens for a twin size bed
 Pillow



Kitchen
 3 or 4 dish cloths and towels
 2 pot holders
 Silverware tray
 Dish drainer
 1 med. Sauce pan
 1 frying pan
 Dishes

4 plastic glasses
 Dish soap
 Measuring cups and spoons
 Can opener
 Plastic pitcher
 Mixing spoon
 Ladle
 Rubber Scrapper
 Pancake turner
 Potato peeler

Have a Heart—Volunteer For Hospice
Hospice Volunteers are ordinary people who give extra-ordinarily of their time and talents to people in need. It is
not necessary to have experience in working with people who have a life-limiting illness to become a Hospice
Volunteer. Volunteers uphold the basic hospice philosophy of enhancing the quality of life for our patients,
while helping them maintain dignity. Compassion, reliability, and a non-judgmental approach are essential qualities. Our volunteers provide a wide variety of services based on each patient and family’s particular needs and
desires.
Volunteers are needed in the following areas: Respite Care (provide relief time for caregivers), Vigil volunteers,
Nursing Home Team, Bereavement Support, Delivery Service, Volunteer Attorney, Fundraising, Flower Arranging and Card Making.
Every volunteer is provided the thorough training and ongoing support needed through the hospice team and coordinator. Fall training begins Tuesday, Sept 15th. For more information, please call Bernadette Thomas at 330297-8899 or bthomas@rmh2.org.
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Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Mary Ann Switz—Organist/Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Bette Brooks (2009)
Cathy Mansor (2009) Senior Warden
John McDonald (2009)) Junior Warden
Marcia Splinter (2010)
Roberta O’Keefe (2010) Clerk
Fred Lundgren (2010)
Tony Worthen (2011)
Reba Cook (2011)
Alice Boydell (2011)

Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
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