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Rector’s Writ
With the change of seasons we’re reminded that days (and years) go by all
to quickly. The spiritual seasons of our lives may change at times, with peaks to
enjoy and valleys to endure. Yet no matter the change or chaos that goes on
around us, it’s essential to keep our hearts and lives fixed on God.
Part of that includes being grateful for the blessings and goodness our Lord
provides as we make the effort to do God’s will and walk in Christ’s ways. We’re
to be faithful stewards (managers is the modern word) of all God gives us. We
like to think of Grace as our church; the income we earn and give as our money;
the skills and work we volunteer as our gifts. To a certain extent these are all
ours. To a deeper extent though, all we have comes from God. We can’t take the
church, our money, time, and talents—much less our good intentions—with us
when we die. We can make sure today that our stewardship and care of all God
gives us reflects our trust in and gratitude for the Lord’s abundant blessings and
continued presence. Christ’s goodness and our stewardship help make sure Grace
Church is a house of prayer for all and to keep it strong for generations that
follow.
It’s time for us to take the leap of faith to grow in membership, stewardship,
and service. We give and serve not because God needs it, but because that’s what
people of God and followers of Christ are to be about. We give to support the Lord’s
Church knowing all we have comes from God.* Giving and service are not aimed
at meeting a budget or maintaining enough to keep the doors open. They’re about
taking God’s love and Christ’s teachings into a world that needs to (even longs
to) hear about such hope. They’re about going beyond our walls and doors to bring
people in to this church family so they can know God; so they can experience
fellowship, care, a sense of belonging, and a sense of the holy…in worship and in
the love and grace of God among ordinary people. It’s not something we can do
without ALL of us doing our part of giving, serving, building fellowship, and
pointing always to the Lord of grace and glory.
Carol+
* You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced

this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your
forefathers, as it is today.” (Deuteronomy 8:17-18)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, October 7
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
United Thank Offering Sunday

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren

Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Counters Barb Popiel & Nancy Lundgren

Sunday, October 14

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Nancy & Jim Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Barb Popiel & Nancy Lundgren

Sunday, October 21
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Job 1:1;2:1-10
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 26
2nd Reading Hebrews 1:1-4,2:5-12
Fred Lundgren

Gospel Mark 10:2-16

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Barb Popiel & Nancy Lundgren

21 Pentecost

st

1 Reading Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Tim Splinter
Psalm 22:1-15
2nd Reading Hebrews 4:12-16
Jeff Croll
Gospel Mark 10:17-31

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
Lisas & Jeff Marsh

20 Pentecost

22 Pentecost

st

1 Reading Job 38:1-7,34-41
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b
2nd Reading Hebrews 5:1-10
Kathy Summy
Gospel Mark 10:35-45

“Raven Packs” Needs our Help in January
The Vestry has decided to support another community
outreach project by encouraging members to help with
Raven Packs in January 2019. There are numerous
children in Ravenna that go home and deal with hunger
on the weekends.
Our parishioners have been very generous when asked
to help with any worthy cause, and this is certainly
worthy of our help.
This is a federally registered 501c3 nonprofit
organization in Ravenna, and it’s working to help bridge
the hunger gap for in-need Ravenna students. Their goal
is to provide food bags to identified elementary aged

students in the Ravenna School District over weekends
and extended school breaks.
With the help of our parishioners, Grace hopes to
participate in providing food items each month. The
Raven Packs organizers will let us—and other churches
and volunteers—know the items and the amount needed.
(The list includes things like peanut butter, tuna, oatmeal,
cereal, canned ravioli, spaghettios, etc., canned fruit and
vegetables.) The vestry hopes we’ll be generous with this
program to feed the hungry children in Ravenna.
Thank you.
Grace Vestry

Sunday, October 28

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundren
John &Mary Jean McDonald
Phillip Crouse
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Barb Popiel & Nancy Lundgren

Sunday, November 4
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

23 Pentecost

1st Reading Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Martha Croll
Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22
2nd Reading Hebrews 7:23-28
Phillip George
Gospel Mark 10:46-52

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren

All Saints’ Sunday

1st Reading Isaiah 25:6-9
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 24

Bette Brooks & Sally Dier
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Counters Fred Lundgren & Carol Marotta

2nd Reading Revelation 21:1-6a
Fred Lundgren
Gospel John 11:32-44

UNITED THANK OFFERING
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
Please use the envelopes in the pews and/or on the table in back of the church to take
part in this fall’s ingathering. Any amount will be appreciated. The United Thank Offering has been part of Grace Church and the National Episcopal Church for many
years. The funds we contribute to UTO enable us to help people from all over the world
and in our own communities. Take a box (they are on the table in back of the church),
and every time you’re thankful for one of God’s blessings place a coin in the blue box.
At the spring in-gathering we will collect those coins. Please be generous.

Birthdays
1st
5th
8th
11th
13th
18th
21st
22nd
26th
29th

MacAlah Simonson
Mike Johnson
Kay Wise
Lynn Ann Zimmerman
Maggy Rich
Nicole Stickle
Rachelle Seiter
Jamie Popiel
Nancy Ervin
Janet Hughes
David Miller
Linda Stover

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Baptisms
3rd Jane O’Neill
13th John McDonald
16th Marsha Snyder
25th Aundrea Seman
29th Kevin Splinter
Martha Croll

Anniversaries
7th
11th
17th
20th

Cindy & Gary Ward
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Tim & Marcia Splinter
Bill & Kathy Summy
Denise & Kevin Sheridan
31st Tony & Bev Lewis-Mercury

Did You Know?...
Well it’s fall, although the weather is no indication of
that fact. It’s been very warm and I know we shouldn’t
complain because that “white stuff” will be falling before
we know it --- but until then let’s enjoy the warm
sunshine and be thankful we’re not in the path of
hurricanes, tornados, floods, etc. And let’s keep those
who are in our prayers…
Thanks to our Sunday school teachers, Courtney Rich,
Sue Ahrens, and Carol Marotta and all of the childr en
who participated in the opening of our Sunday school
season on Rally Day, September 9th. The children were:
Gerry, Maggie, & Sammy Rich, Gregory Ballway,
Hera & Athena Whipple, MacAlah & Kara Simonson,
and Jameson & Jaydon Patrick. It was wonder ful to
see so many children taking part and they seemed to be
enjoying themselves. The choir also returned from
summer break, and this year our choir consists of 6
members: Choir Director Martha Croll, Tim & Marcia
Splinter, Jeff Croll, Kathy Summy, and Marsha
Snyder. These ver y dedicated and talented people
work well together, along with the music of our organist,
Tim Lewicki. They sound like a cast of thousands;
well maybe not thousands, but they sure sound great, and
it’s wonderful having them back in their pews…
Mary Jean & John McDonald ar e ver y pr oud of
granddaughter Emily Spellman, who as a freshman at
Kent State, has been chosen to join the Kent State Choral
Society. Emily sang with the Summit County Choral
Society in her high school days, and now she’s on to
bigger and better things. Congratulations, Emily!
Sally & Dennis Dier’s daughter Beth has one of her
photographs chosen to be displayed at Hopkins Airport
and it will be seen by millions of people. She must have a
good eye and a gift for photography. Good for you,
Beth!...
Bette Brooks’ daughters say she is flunking retirement
again this school year. Although Bette is no longer
teaching, she continues to supervise student teachers from
Kent State and has three students this year…
Mary Jean & John McDonald have enjoyed visits
from their daughter Amy, who came all the way from
California. Nancy & Fred Lundgren will be heading to
Texas to see their son Bill and his daughters. Barb
Popiel was in Nor th Car olina visiting with daughter
Michelle and her husband David and their daughter
Hannah. And Debbie Shorts & Rick Lashley ar e
home from another trip to Europe. They did say how
happy they were to have met each other at this time in
their life when they can travel and do all the things they
enjoy together…
Tim & Marcia Splinter dr ove to Illinois to be with
their son Kevin for Family Weekend at Bradley

University. They had to take all of Kevin’s baseball gear
with them because he decided to try out for the club
baseball team and made it. They play 5 other schools in
their region in the fall and spring. Then Tim and Marcia
were off to Wisconsin to be with Tim’s parents for his
father John’s sur ger y. We’re happy to report that John’s
surgery went well and he is home recovering…
Sue Ahrens has been spending time at Alter Car e
with husband Bruce who is recovering from more knee
surgery. This process that will involve surgery to replace
the knee replacement, and to say it’s complicated is an
understatement! Please pray for healing, patience, and
good results for Bruce and Sue…
Bud & Janet Hughes ar e down-sizing and have
moved into their luxury apartment in Tallmadge. She
says it’s wonderful; they have a very secure second story
apartment with an elevator and a heated garage. They
sold their house and Bud’s pick up truck in two weeks.
They’re happy about the move, even though they’re
tired!...
Kathy Summy is fr eeing the last of the monar ch
butterflies she’s raised. It was an interesting undertaking
for Kathy and her family. She has some wonderful
pictures…
If you attended the Balloon-A-Fair parade you may
have seen our own Maggy and Gerry Rich marching with
the Chaparrals, a flag and drum team, as well as a float
made by Jenna & Kathy Summy and other members of
Denise & Kevin Sheridan’s Dr eam Solver s Company
float…
Chris & Rodney Stickle celebr ated their 25th
wedding anniversary with a lovely party given to them by
their family and held at the Grace Church Parish Hall.
They had cards, gifts, and good wishes from family and
friends attending. There was good food, fellowship, and
some really nice pictures of Chrissie & Rodney, who
looked really young 25 years ago and still do!

The Bulletin Board
Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 7th
1:30 pm
Please bring your pets to be blessed for our
annual observance of St. Francis and in
thanksgiving for the pets that are part of God’s
creation and part of our lives. Invite family and
friends to bring their pets, too!
It’s casual, fairly brief, and good fun, especially if
it’s a beautiful autumn day. Weather permitting
we’ll meet on the lawn by the church steps. If
your pet gets anxious around other animals, you
can leave them in a carrier or in your car, if
needed & we can bless them there. We’ll have
treats for both you and your pet!

THE CENTER
OF HOPE
Thanks to Jim Ervin for taking
the non-perishable food to the
Center of Hope at least every
other week and thanks to
everyone who donates. The
Center is in continuous need
of a variety of food items,
including peanut butter,
macaroni and cheese, cereal,
Ramen noodles, soup, tuna,
canned chicken, granola bars,
etc. Thanks for helping the
Center provide food for those
who need it.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

King Alfred the Great (849—October 26, 899)

October 26

To understand the importance of this man of the Middle Ages to Christianity in our time,
we need to remember a bit of British history. The Celts inhabited Britain at the time the
Gospel was first preached here. In the 500s, pagan Germanic tribes invaded and drove the
Christian Celts out of England and into Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. These new arrivals,
called Anglo-Saxons, were then converted to Christianity by missionaries sent by the very
people they expelled and by Roman missionaries. After their conversion, they sent
missionaries to convert their pagan relatives on the continent. In the 800s, the cycle was
repeated. This time the Danes invaded and rapidly conquered the northeast portion of
England. They were eventually defeated by Alfred, King of the West Saxons.
Alfred was born in 849, the youngest of 5 sons of King Aethelwulf. He wanted to become
a monk; however, after the deaths in battle of his father and all his older brothers, he
became king in 871. He was incredibly skilled at military tactics and devised a defensive
formation that the Danish charge was unable to break. After the decisive victory at
Edington in 878, Alfred reach an agreement with the Danish leader. The Danes would
retain a portion of northeastern England and be given other concessions in return of their
agreement to accept baptism and Christian instruction. But couldn’t the Danes pretend to
be converted and return to battle? Yes, but Alfred’s judgment proved sound. The Danish
leader, from his point of view, had agreed to become a vassal of Christ. His nobles and
chief warriors, being his vassals, were thereby obligated to give their feudal allegiance to
Christ as well. The door was opened for conversion on a more personal level in that and
succeeding generations.
Now, Alfred turned to repairing the damage war had done to the cultural life of his people.
He translated many Christian texts into Old English. Impressed by the provisions of the
Law of Moses for the protection of the rights of ordinary citizens, he gave orders that
similar provisions should be made part of English law. He promoted the education of
parish clergy. He died October 26, 899, and was buried in the Old Minster at Winchester.
Alone among English monarchs, he is known as “the Great.” And his desire for himself?
“To do good and be remembered.”
Prayer: O Sover eign Lor d, who br ought your ser vant Alfr ed to a tr oubled thr one
that he might establish peace in a ravaged land and revive learning and the arts among the
people: Awake in us also a keen desire to increase our understanding while we are in this
world, and an eager longing to reach that endless life where all will be made clear; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lies and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
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•1-3pm Sit
& Stitch

•7pm Vestry
Meeting

•1-3pm Sit
& Stitch

Tues

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7pm Choir
Practice

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7pm Choir
Practice

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7pm Choir
Practice
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All Hallows Eve
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7pm Choir
Practice
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•7pm Choir
Practice
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Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
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Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
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