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Rector’s Writ
Some supposed experts have estimated the average household in the U.S.
receives over 300 appeals for money and donations per year. Some church
members have said the annual stewardship letter is just about as predictable as the
Christmas catalogues we start receiving in the fall. Most of us are familiar with
that appeal to make a pledge to support God’s Church and the ministries we carry
out at Grace. It’s nothing new, and there’s an element of reality: we can’t keep the
doors open, pay the bills, pay the staff without faithful giving from our members.
The reality is also that with our current deficit, we will eventually spend down our
endowment… it’s not an endless resource. So our reality includes the need to
grow: in membership, giving, service, and fellowship. God and many of you help
with that, and we’ll keep working on growth.
Sometimes we get so focused on this earthly dimension of bills, budget
deficits, and what some call the declining interest in church, that we don’t always
embrace the spiritual reasons for giving. John Westerhoff (in his book Grateful
and Generous Hearts) writes of how we’re taught by Scripture to give to God both
a tithe (10%) of our income AND our offerings. The offerings were understood to
be a tithe of our time, talents, and what we do and give to serve God and to serve
the needy. The intent of tithes and offerings was NOT to provide material things
needed to run the church and help the poor, helpful as those results were. This
‘giving’ of our resources and talents was a spiritual reminder and symbol of what
we need most in life; to love, believe in, worship, and serve God. By giving of our
income and the talents and time we’ve been given, we respond with gratitude to the
blessings God has given and continues to give us. We acknowledge all we have
comes from God’s ‘loving hand.’
One of our vestry members mentioned how they would like to have a
stewardship appeal that didn’t focus at all on the tithe. The faithful approach
would be in asking people to give to God and Grace Church out of a sense of
gratitude and appreciation for all God has given and continues to give us. That’s
certainly a good place for stewardship to start—from the heart, the spirit—
recognizing ALL we have comes from God’s goodness, grace, and love.

Carol+
“Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess:
Grant us grace that we may honor you with our substance,
and, remembering the account which we must one day give,
may be faithful stewards of your bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.”
(BCP, p. 827 For the Right Use of God’s Gifts)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, October 8

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Charles Parsons
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Jenna Summy
Carol Marotta & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Phillip Crouse & TBA

Sunday, October 15

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Jane Gear-Jozsa
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Kevin Splinter
Carol Marotta & Nancy Ervin
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cathy Potisuk & Cindy Ward
Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren

Sunday, October 22

1st Reading Exodus 20:1-0,7-9,12-20
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 19
2nd Reading Philippians 3:4b-14
Tim Splinter
Gospel Matthew 21:33-46

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Carol Marotta & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Carol Marotta & Doris Whipple
Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren

19 Pentecost

1st Reading Exodus 32:1-14
Kathy Summy
Psalm 106:1-6,19-23
2nd Reading Philippians 4:1-9
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

18 Pentecost

20 Pentecost

1st Reading Exodus 33:12-23
Jane Gear-Josza
Psalm 99
2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Charles Parsons
Gospel Matthew 22:15-22

Visitation from Assisting Bishop William Persell
10 am November 5th
All are invited!!
We will have one 10am service with Eucharist, Baptism, & Confirmation.
A covered dish luncheon reception follows, then the bishop will meet with our
vestry and rector. Please plan to join us in welcoming Bishop Persell on his
first visit to Grace Church, and to celebrate this special day with our new
confirmands, the newly baptized, and their families.

Sunday, October 29

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Phillip Crouse
Carol Marotta & Nancy Ervin
8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren

21 Pentecost

1st Reading Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Martha Croll
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 2;1-8
Kathy Summy
Gospel Matthew 22:34-46

Sunday, November 5

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Confirmation/Baptism/Receiving

Celebrant Bishop William Persell
The Rev. Carol Evans
Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks
Leader 10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Acolyte Jenna Summy
Altar Guild Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 covered dish luncheon
Counters Carol Marotta & Jeff Croll

The Mite Box

Birthdays
1st
5th
8th
11th
13th
18th
21st
22nd
26th
29th

MacAlah Simonson
Mike Johnson
Kay Wise
Lynn Ann Zimmerman
Maggy Rich
Rachelle Seiter
Jamie Popiel
Nancy Ervin
Janet Hughes
David Miller
Linda Stover

All Saint’s Sunday

1st Reading Revelation 7:9-17
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 34:1-10,22
2nd Reading 1 John 3:1-3
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

Did you know that Grace Church has a Mite Box. There is a
small wooden box that sits on the window sill in back of the
church. Money is collected and placed in the Parish Discretionary
Fund to be given to help parishioners in need. If you could give a
few dollars once in a while, it would be very helpful.

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Baptisms
3rd Jane O’Neill
13th John McDonald
16th Marsha Snyder
25th Aundrea Seman
29th Kevin Splinter
Martha Croll

Anniversaries
7th
11th
17th
20th

Cindy & Gary Ward
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Tim & Marcia Splinter
Bill & Kathy Summy
Denise & Kevin Sheridan
31st Tony & Bev Lewis-Mercury

Did You Know?...
We celebrated Rally Day with our choir back in their
pews and the children back in the Sunday school rooms.
Thanks so much to our teachers Sue Ahrens and Courtney
Rich for their time and devotion to our childr en. The
children included: Gregory Ballway, Jamison & Jaden
Patrick, Gerry, Maggy, & Sammy Rich, Kara
Simonson, Jada Welch, and Athena & Hera Whipple,
and it was wonderful to see so many in the classroom.
Our choir, led by choir director Martha Croll and organist
Tim Lewicki, sounded gr eat! So many people said how
happy they were to have them back after a long summer
break. Nancy Ervin planned a covered dish luncheon to
help celebrate Rally Day and enjoy fellowship. Thanks to
everyone who brought delicious food and to those who
helped serve and clean up. Prayers were said for all our
ministries of the church. Martha Croll invited her friend
Marilyn to join the choir for one ser vice. That
morning the front row consisted of Marcia, Marsha,
Marilyn, Kathy, and Martha. A lot of “M” names…
Thanks to Kay Canan and her Fund Raising
Committee for organizing the Balloon-A-Fair hot dog
lunch and children’s games at the church. We appreciate
all the people who donated hot dogs, chips, buns,
condiments, soda, water, etc., and all the people who
volunteered their Saturday to help with this effort to be
involved in the community. Everyone had fun, and many
thanks to Kay and all the committee and folks who
volunteered: Nancy Ervin; Carol Marotta; Cherry & John
Monegan; Courtney, Phillip, Gerry, and Sammy
Rich…
On October 28th the Fund Raising Committee will be
sponsoring a Wine Tasting event, with Steve & Susan
Merrill, as our local exper ts. Please plan to attend – its
great fun!! …
If you have noticed that the altar flowers are looking
particularly good these days, it’s because our new/old
member, Cathy Potisuk has been arranging them. She has
also served as coffee hour host several times since she’s
moved back in the area from Toledo, and has worked
tediously trying to get the brass vases and alms basins
shining like new. (By the way she needs rags, if anyone
has some they can spare, please bring them to the
church.) She’s also cleaned the sacristy, and weeded the
garden in back of the rectory. In the short time she’s been
here Cathy has done a wonderful job here at Grace,
helping in so many ways. Thanks Cathy!! …
Rick Lashley and Debbie Shorts ar e enjoying
vacation time, spending two weeks on an Alaskan
cruise…
Bill Lundgren, (Nancy & Fred’s son) lives in the
Dallas area and after the devastation of hurricane Harvey,
Bill and a friend from New York went to Houston to help

with the aftermath. They found a group called Bar-B-Q
Rescue cooking and serving pulled pork meals. Bill and
his friend took 700 meals to a section of Houston where
no one wanted to go. He said the people were so surprised
and thankful that someone would help them. Bill said
everyone wanted to hug them. They returned home, dirty,
tired, and stinky, but hoping they made a difference. I’m
sure they did make a BIG difference, and what a blessing
to those people in need…
Pat Williams has been keeping busy these days.
She’s been working in the Summit County Fair Grounds
training puppies. That sounds like fun—you love puppies.
And she’s now training her dog, Maizy, as a therapy dog
and is hoping she has the right temperament…
The steps in back of the parish hall have been in need
of repair for a while now and our Junior Warden, Nancy
Lundgren, began the campaign for their r epair . So
many people have been generous in giving, and we want
to thank everyone for that, but we’re still a bit short.
Please give some thought to supporting this project. You
can make out your check to Grace Episcopal Church and
place “Back Steps” on the memo line, and you can place
the check in the alms basin or give it to the office. Your
generosity is appreciated…
The Bishop is coming, the Bishop is coming!! On
November 5th we will be visited by assisting Bishop
William Persell. On his visit, he will baptize, confir m,
and receive a total of seven people to become members of
Grace parish. A covered dish luncheon will follow, so be
sure to come and enjoy the fellowship and be part of
welcoming new members into the body of Christ. Be
looking for the sign-up sheets for the luncheon…
We celebrated the life of Bill Shorts, Sr. here at Grace
with a memorial service and requiem Eucharist on
September 22nd. Bill and Phyllis were long time
members of Grace and very active in this church and in
our community. They moved to Florida several years ago,
but kept in contact with us, continue to support the
church, and were always in our thoughts and prayers.
Phyllis regularly sends us a lovely note. It was wonderful
to see Phyllis, J.R., Malia, Judy, Susan, Harold, and some
of the grandchildren again. Please keep the Shorts family
in your prayers.

The Bulletin Board
Wine Tasting Party
Saturday, October 28th
6:00-10:00 p.m.

Grace Episcopal Church Century Prayer
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, we give You thanks on the occasion of the
bicentennial celebration of the Episcopal Church in Ohio. We honor the brave
and diligent early members of our families of faith who established
congregations in what was wilderness, and we gratefully acknowledge the
heritage with which we have been endowed. As we approach a new century of

faith, may we face it with equal courage and steadfastness of heart. Give us
strength to engage the wilderness present in our own age—hatred, bigotry,
ignorance, fear, poverty, hunger, injustice, oppression. Lord, strengthen us for
this work. Guide our hearts and our hands to do Your will. Help us to see
Christ in all we serve. And may we know the joy of Your presence among us
as we live into our faith. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

The Rt. Rev. James Russell Moodey
The ninth Bishop of Ohio was born on December 9, 1932, in Brooklyn NY. He graduated from
Hamilton College in 1954 and the Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge, MA, in 1957. During
seminary, he served one summer in Haiti.

Moodey was ordained to the Diaconate in 1957 and to the priesthood in 1958. He received honorary
degrees from Kenyon College and Hamilton College. He served both these institutions and Bexley Hall
Seminary as a Trustee.
He was a parish priest for 26 years, beginning as assistant rector of Christ Church Cincinnati. He later
served as rector of Church of the Nativity in New Castle, DE; St. Luke’s Scranton, PA; and St. Paul’s
Church Chestnut Hill, PA. He was consecrated Bishop Coadjutor in 1983 and became the ninth Bishop
of Ohio at the Convention in 1984.
It is in this latter role that the Rev. Gay Jennings remembered him: “He was first and foremost a
pastor…he cared deeply about the people of the Diocese, he loved children…he was gracious and
kind…he brought to the role of bishop a tremendous sense of duty and honor…he carried the weight of
the office with integrity…he loved the Diocese of Ohio and its people.” A clear example of these
qualities is that during his tenure, he oversaw the formation of the Episcopal Community Services
Foundation.
His episcopacy was marked by a number of other developments: the restoration of the Diaconate, the
formation of a Catechumenate process for preparing adults to be confirmed, received or to make a
reaffirmation of their baptismal promises, the creation of the Disabilities Outreach Network (with the
direct help of his wife, Penny), a revision of the diocesan Constitution and Canons, the divestment of
diocesan holdings with ties to South Africa because of apartheid, and the election of the first (and only to
date) Bishop Suffragan.
Bishop Moodey was active beyond the borders of our diocese. He was one of the creators of the
Protestant Episcopal Church USA’s Jubilee Ministries in the 1980s to address parishes with high social
needs. Influenced by his time in Haiti, he was a tireless advocate3 for social and racial justice and
equality. During his tenure, he visited our diocesan companion diocese of Port Elizabeth, South Africa,
and was there for the release of the imprisoned anti-apartheid activist Nelson Mandela. He and Penny
also hosted Desmond Tutu in their home, giving diocesan leaders an opportunity to meet this great
prophet.
He loved baseball and the Cleveland Indians. He organized an annual “Bishop’s Baseball Bash” and
was the unofficial chaplain of the Indians.
He retired from the Diocese of Ohio in 1993 and then served for 18 months as a visiting Bishop of
Maine. The Rev. Moodey valiantly battled cancer the last 14 years of his life and died on September 5,
2005 from metastatic kidney cancer. He was remembered in a memorial service at Trinity Cathedral on
October 15, 2005 with Bishop Mark Hollingsworth presiding and Bishop Arthur B. Williams, Jr.,
preaching.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)

