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Rector’s Writ
Every year at this time, we’re looking back at what’s been done, given, accomplished.
As we’re looking ahead—how to make positive changes, reduce the deficit, grow the
church—we’re asking our members to consider and pray about what we can give, how we
can serve, and how we will help Grace Church to grow.
As we approach the stewardship season, our vestry and rector realize the need to grow
in membership, in faith, and in giving. One of our vestry members suggested that
instead of addressing the biblical standard of the tithe, it might be more helpful if we
simply addressed our need to be grateful for all the good Lord has given us. Giving to
support and continue God’s work among and through Grace Church members is
motivated by a heart of gratitude. It helps to look at the great variety of ways in which
God blesses our lives and to let God know we’re grateful. This helps us to focus not on
scarcity; not on concerns about having enough (money, members, food, love, etc.), but on
God’s abundant blessings and generous provision of our needs. When once we focus on
that, how can we be less than generous in what we give back to God? Most of us
acknowledge the reality that ALL we have comes from the Lord. Are WE FAITHFUL and
GRATEFUL stewards (managers) of what God has given us? Or do we enter the fear and
scarcity mode…a “that’s good enough for now” approach to stewardship?
We don’t have to look far in the Scriptures to find stories or warnings about the love of
money. Jesus connects money and greed in the parable of the wealthy landowner, telling
us: “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of possessions.” (Lk 12:15 NRSV) The Living Bible reads, “Beware!..For
real life and real living are not related to how rich we are.” The New English Bible
translates it this way, “Beware! …for even when a man has more than enough, his wealth
does not give him life.” Life comes from God, whose very own we are. As we recognize all
we have comes from God, our giving becomes a faithful response to God’s goodness, not a
duty. The question is NOT are we giving enough (to God, to Grace Church, to help those
in need)? The question is, are we giving with grateful and faithful hearts? Please pray
about this. We appreciate and need your prayers, your service, and your faithful giving
to the Lord who gives us all that we have.
Carol+
“We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give.” (Winston Churchill, 1874-1965)
“One of the greatest missing teachings in the American church today is the reminder to men and women that
nothing we have belongs to us.” (Gordon McDonald, pastor and teacher)
“A checkbook is a theological document; it will tell you who and what you worship.” (Billy Graham)
“Give to God what’s right—not what’s left over.” (anonymous)
“Giving is more than a responsibility—it is a privilege; more than an act of obedience—it is evidence of our
faith.” (William Arthur Ward, American educator, 1921-1994)
“Even if I give the whole of my worth to Him, He will find a way to give back to me much more than I
gave.” (Charles Haddon Spurgeon, English Baptist preacher 1834-1892)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, October 2

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Jenna Summy
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Susan & Steve Merrill
Counters Carolyn Englert & Barb Popiel
Church Sch. Denise Sheridan

Sunday, October 9

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Kevin Splinter
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 Jennifer Golec & Janice Lallathin
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Carolyn Englert & Barb Popiel
Church Sch Chris Stickle

Sunday, October 16
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Lamentations 1:1-6
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm Lamentations 3:19-26
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-14
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 17:5-10

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

10:00 Carol Marotta, Gail Richards & Doris Whipple

Counters Barb Popiel & Carol Marotta
Church Sch Sue Ahrens

21 Pentecost

1st Reading Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 66:1-11
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 2:8-15
Tim Splinter
Gospel Luke 17:11-19

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Steve Merrill
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Phillip Crouse
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson

20 Pentecost

22 Pentecost

1st Reading Jeremiah 31:27-34
Kathy Summy
Psalm 119:97-104
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Jeff Croll
Gospel Luke 18:1-18

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 2nd
1:30 PM
Please bring in your pets for a Blessing (some need it more than others)
and a treat for both your pet and yourself!

Sunday, October 23

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Charles Parsons
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jenna Summy
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 TBA
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Carolyn Englert & Barb Popiel
Church Sch Courtney Rich

Sunday, October 30

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Steve & Susan Merrill
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Ervin & Carol Marotta
8:00 TBA
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Counters Carolyn Englert & Barb Popiel
Church Sch Denise Sheridan

Sunday, November 6
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Joel 2:23-32
Steve Merrill
Psalm 65
2nd Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Jane Gear-Jozsa
Gospel Luke 18:9-14

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

23 Pentecost

24 Pentecost

1st Reading Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
Charles Parsons
Psalm 119:137-144
2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11-12
Jeff Croll
Gospel Luke 19:1-10

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Susan & Steve Merrill
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch Chris Stickle

All Saints

1st Reading Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 149
2nd Reading Ephesians 1:11-23
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 6:20-31

KENT/RAVENNA CROP WALK
This year the Crop Walk will take place on October 9th
at 2:00 p.m. The walk begins and ends at Brady Lake
United Methodist Church. Twenty-five percent of the
money raised will benefit Ravenna Christian Cupboard and
the Center of Hope. The seventy-five percent will go nation
and worldwide including services for displaced people,
Global relief and development, emergency response, and
fundraising. Grace Church needs someone to coordinate
this campaign.

Did You Know?...
Our September began with the burial of our
beloved Judy Canan; who passed away on August 31st,
and we celebrated her life on September 10th with a
Burial Service and Eucharist here at Grace Church. The
church was filled to the brim with members of her
family and so many friends. Judy said she didn’t want
anyone wearing black at her funeral, so everyone was
in bright colors to honor her wishes. It was a beautiful
service with Judy’s son David (“my son the priest” as
Judy often called him) giving a lovely eulogy, as did
Rev. Carol. Our or ganist Tim Lewicki pr ovided
music Judy would have loved, and we sang hymns she
had chosen. Marsha Snyder arranged beautiful (very
colorful) flowers for the altar. Thanks so much to the
Canan family who supplied the meal of chicken, pasta,
green beans, salad, Kay’s famous baked beans, fr uit,
and bread at the luncheon that followed. A special
thanks to the hospitality committee and members of our
church family who made so many delicious desserts,
per Judy’s request that there be ‘lots of chocolate and
wine.’ The family made sure there was plenty of Judy’s
favorite candy and wine. Thanks to all who helped set
up and clean up after the reception and to the men at
the 8:00 a.m. service, who on Sunday who took down
all the tables and put them away…
We had a wonderful celebration to honor Goldie
Shriver’s r etir ement as our nur ser y dir ector for 50+
years. We offered a “BIG” thank you for all those years
she kept our babies and children happy and safe during
church services. It was wonderful to see so many of
Goldie’s family members there to celebrate with her.
She especially enjoyed her four great-grandchildren,
among those being Will, a baby she saw for the first
time that day to make it even more special. Members
gave Goldie a generous cash gift, and the Sit & Stitch
group gave her a lovely wall hanging of the gifts of the
Spirit. Carol Marotta had a really nice picture of Goldie
made and it was signed by all members present. Shirley
Johnson made a lovely car d (as only she can do) for
our guest of honor. Rev. Carol spoke, sharing Goldie’s
history with Grace Church and our appreciation of her
loving care and dedication over the years. Senior
Warden, Bette Brooks spoke and made a wonderful
toast to Goldie. Members of the congregation shared
their memories and stories of all her years in the
nursery serving three generations of our children, and
the event ended with a standing ovation for Goldie.
Thanks to Barb Popiel and the committee—Nancy
Ervin, Carol Marotta, and Marsha Snyder-- for

making this an event to remember…
Bette Brooks thor oughly enjoyed her tr ip to
Virginia to visit her daughter Caroline and family.
While there, granddaughter Molly performed in her
first dance recital. Molly was delighted that her dance
was tap because practicing in her tap shoes in the
kitchen frightened the cat and annoyed her brother.
Beverly Brooks par ticipated in the Philadelphia
Rock ‘n’ Roll Half Marathon recently. Although
Beverly wasn’t happy with her time, her mom was just
glad she finished and looked great in her finish line
photo!...
Our choir director Martha Croll is on a very slow
recovery from major back surgery that took placed in
June. But, like a real trooper she she’s been to the choir
practices and at our services. (Please keep the prayers
going.)…
Thanks to Emily Summy for offering to come to
choir practice and keep an eye on our organist Tim
Lewicki’s son Joji. J oji is now one year old and
getting around quite well; it’s not quite like last year
when all the choir members enjoyed holding him in
their lap and singing to him. He’s a real choir booster
(and so cute!) as he claps when a song is finished…
Lynn & Dan Francois will be leaving us for the
winter, heading back to Florida after a busy summer of
home renovation. Lynn helped out at Gracie’s on
several Wednesdays. They’ve both been active and
involved, and we’re so glad to have them as part of our
Grace Church family while they’re in Ravenna. Think
about us in February when we’ll be grumbling about
snow and cold temps. God’s blessings, enjoy Florida,
and we’ll see you in the spring, Lynn and Dan!!...
Debbie Shorts & Rick Lashley thor oughly
enjoyed their two week vacation that covered over
3,000+ miles to visit our national parks in the western
part of the United States. It was a lovely experience and
they had a wonderful time…
Mary Jean McDonald’s daughter Amy flew in
from California so she could visit and be here for her
mom’s birthday. (How nice is that!!) And of course it
was wonderful spending one-on-one time with her
daughter…
To begin our fall season we offered prayers and
thanks for the new season of Christian Education
teachers; Chris Stickle, Sue Ahrens, Courtney Rich,
and Denise Sheridan (childr en) and Carolyn
Englert (adults). Thank you, ladies for your
dedication in teaching the Word of God to our children.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Please join us in saying ‘THANK YOU” to people
serving god at Grace Church and in our community in
a variety of ways:






Nancy Ervin and the Hospitality Group—Nancy &
Jim, Kay Canan, Carolyn Englert, Cindy Hoskins,
Shirley and Mike Johnson, Mary Jean & John
McDonald, Barb Popiel, Marsha Snyder, Cindy
Ward, and Pat Williams; for all the work, set up,
and clean up involved in receptions for the families
of Judy Canan and Elizabeth Webb and for
Goldie’s retirement celebration. Our thanks to all
who brought dishes to share for these receptions as
well.
To the Altar Guild and the many people who step
up and serve at the non-Sunday services we’ve had
lately: Bette Brooks, Deacon Bill Snyder, Carolyn
Englert, Nancy & Fred Lundgren, Marsha Snyder
John McDonald & Mike Johnson for repairing
light fixtures in the parish hall

Birthdays
1st MacAlah Simonson
5th Mike Johnson
13th Maggy Rich
18th
21st
22nd
26th
29th

Nicole Stickle
Rachelle Seiter
Jamie Popiel
Nancy Ervin
Janet Hughes
David Miller
Linda Stover



Fred and Nancy Lundgren for trimming the
weeping mulberry tree and pulling thistles in
front of the church



Jim Ervin for taking the non-perishable goods to
the Center of Hope



Tim Splinter for designing and crafting the Grace
Vine each month for us.



Nancy Lundgren, Sally Dier, Lynn Francois &
Shirley Johnson for staffing Gracie’s

Please call the office or email us a note if you know
of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Baptisms
3rd Jane O’Neill
13th John McDonald
25th Aundrea Seman
29th Kevin Splinter
Martha Croll

Anniversaries
11th Jeff & Lisa Marsh

17th Tim & Marcia Splinter
20th Bill & Kathy Summy

Prayers were also were offered for our choir, organist,
Tim Lewicki, and choir dir ector , Martha Croll.
Choir members are: Jeff Croll, Phillip Crouse, Marsha
Snyder, Tim & Marcia Splinter, Kathy & Jenna
Summy…
On September 14th the oldest member of the
church, 102 year old Elizabeth Webb, passed away.
Elizabeth and her family are long time members here at
Grace, and she was church secretary for 25 years. Not
every family can say they’ve had four generations in

the pews at one time. Before entering Stow-Glen
nursing home Elizabeth was lovingly cared for by her
son and daughter-in-law Fred & Nancy Lundgren, with
whom she lived for 40 plus years, and they visited her
frequently at Stow Glen...
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Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

Saint Cadoc

September 25

He is not a well-known saint to Americans; however, to those of us who know and perhaps
(almost!) believe the legends of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, he is of
utmost importance. It is with him that myths and legends meet historical facts. One of his
biographies mentions Arthur independently of the legends written by Geoffrey of
Monmouth. But I’m ahead of myself.
Cadoc was from Wales. He began his life under a cloud of violence. His father Gwynllyw
was a lesser Welsh king (and a robber chieftain) who had fallen in love with a more
powerful king’s daughter. The powerful king turned away every envoy asking for his
daughter’s hand. So, Cadoc’s father and the princess eloped over the mountains in a raid
in which over 200 of Cadoc’s men died.
The heir of two royal families with extensive earthly power, it is said that the young prince
worked miracles even as a child. The cellars of his family’s castles were always filled
with food; an angel announced his birth and summoned a religious hermit to baptize and
teach him; a holy well sprang up for his baptism and afterwards flowed with wine and
milk. After the birth of the young prince, his father Glynllyw went on a wild celebratory
raid and stole the cow belonging to an Irish monk. The monk, unafraid of this rather wild
robber, demanded the return of his cow. Glynllyw decided that Cadoc should live under
the monk’s care and be educated.
As an adult, Cadoc refused to take charge of his father’s army and, instead, “fought for
Christ.” He founded his first monastery in the Vale of Glamorgan, traveled to Scotland
and founded a monastery at Cambuslang, and then returned to Glamorgan where his
influence helped it to grow into one of the chief monasteries. And here our sure and
certain knowledge of Cadoc ends. If you travel to Llancarfan in the Vale of Glamorgan,
you can worship in the parish church of St. Cadoc, built near the site of his first monastery.
But what of King Arthur, you ask? The story as written in an early biography stated that
Cadoc came into conflict with Arthur who was described as great, bold, and willful.
Cadoc gave protection to a man who had killed three of Arthur’s soldiers. Arthur was
awarded a herd of cattle from Cadoc as compensation; however, when Arthur took
possession of the herd from Cadoc, they were transformed into bundles of ferns. And
many believe that Cadoc was one of three knights entrusted to be keepers of the Holy
Grail.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster

Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Barb Popiel (2016)
Fred Lundgren (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)

