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Rector’s Writ
October of all months reminds us that fall has officially arrived. The
ads have changed from grills and lawn chairs to rakes and Halloween
candy. We have the traditional candy corn, but we’ve “advanced” to peanutbutter pumpkins, chocolate bats, and temporary tattoos. Most bags of the
small candy bars are now in Halloween wrap.
Given the decline in mainline churches in recent years, advertising
experts might say we need to give the Church a more attractive, more
relevant wrapping. It’s an interesting thought. Can we keep the
sacraments, traditions, and ritual the same and just change the way it’s
“packaged?” How do we present the Episcopal Church to our unchurched
friends in a way that makes people eager to experience what’s inside? Are
there some key ingredients missing, or ingredients we need to improve?
Mom always said the reward of preparing a nice meal is having people
together and knowing they all enjoyed it. Our Lord lived in a way that
brought a variety of people together: outsiders and outcasts, sinners, the
poor, the wealthy. He brought them together to share meals, worship, and
fellowship. He brought them together to make the love of God known…to
encourage them and us to abide in that love.
It’s a good example to follow…this bringing people together. It’s an act of
faith to see how we might grow in the Spirit and in numbers if we were each
to focus on bringing someone in…inviting, welcoming, and gathering them
into our Church family. What seekers and sinners might join us if we
focused on bringing people together for worship, prayer, and that holiest of
Sunday meals, Holy Communion? What outsiders and outcasts might
join us if we focused on their needs and sharing fellowship with them?
Before people can experience Church as a spiritual home and family, we have
to invite them with something that goes beyond the seasonal wrappers.
Invite and welcome them with hearts that love God and God’s people; with
sincerity, hospitality, and without judgment. If it results in one person
knowing Christ, making the effort to invite a hundred different people is
well worth it.
Carol +

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, October 5

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte David Miller
Coffee Host 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nikki Stickle & Youth Luncheon
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel
Emeritus Kathy Summy

Sunday, October 12

1st Reading Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 19
2nd Reading Philippians 3:4b-14
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 31:33-46

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist—Crop Walk

18 Pentecost

st

Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Readers
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Host

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
10:00 Roberta O’Keefe
John & Mary Jean MdDonald
Kevin Splinter
8:00 Midge Myers
10:00 Jim & Nancy Ervin
Altar Guild Barb Popiel & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel

Sunday, October 19

17 Pentecost

1 Reading Exodus 32:1-14
Tim Splinter
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
2nd Reading Phillipians 4:1-9
Kathy Summy
Gospel Matthew 22:1-14

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Readers 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin
Acolyte Eric Splinter
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Debbie Shorts & Rick Lashley
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Altar Guild Barb Popiel & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel
Emeritus Bill Snyder

19 Pentecost

1st Reading Exodus 33:12-23
Maynard Evans
Psalm 99
2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Carolyn Englert
Gospel Matthew 22:15-22

PRAYER WRITING
NOVEMBER 1, 2014
St. Bartholomew’s, Mayfield Village
What is prayer? Prayer is responding to God, by thought and by deeds,
with or without word.
What is Christian prayer? Christian Prayer is response to God the
Father, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. More
information will be mailed to your parish in early September.

Sunday, October 26

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Readers
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Host

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
10:00 Steve Merrill
Jeff Marsh & Lisa Audet
Jenna SUmmy
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel

Sunday, November 2

1st Reading Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Jeff Croll
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Martha Croll
Gospel Matthew 22:34-46

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte David Miller
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nikki Stickle & The Youth Group
Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Sandy Ulbricht
Counters Frank Seman & Reba Cook
Emeritus Kathy Summy

20 Pentecost

All Saint’s Day

1st Reading Revelation 7:9-17
Nancy Lundgrem
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
2nd Reading 1 John 3:1-3
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

LABYRINTH WORKSHOPS
With the Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress
(The Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress is a leading force in the modern labyrinth movement. She has written several books
about the labyrinth (including W alking a Sacred Path) and has trained thousands of labyrinth facilitators all over
the world.
Spiritual by Not Religious: Using the Labyr inth to Find Your Way, Fr i., Nov. 14 th 7-9 p.m. Walking the
labyrinth is a practice gaining international recognition for its ability to help us reflect, pray, release, address
psycho-spiritual issues and find perspective. In this lecture, we will discuss forgiveness, healing of memories
and ritual used of gratitude and grief. Early bird registration: $25.00. Early bird pricing available until October
1st. $30.00 after that date.
The Healing Labyrinth: An Ancient Tool for Psycho-Spiritual Wholeness, Sat. Nov. 15th 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
The Labyrinth is a place where mind/body and spirit integration can occur, but this process is different within
each of us. How much does our mind run things; chattering away because it is afraid of silence? What nourishes
your spirit? Inspires you and strengthens you along the path? Early bird registration: $125. CEU credit: $30.00.
Early bird pricing available until October 1st. $150.00 after that date.
Veriditas Facilitator Training: Nov. 17 & 18th
Learn to offer the labyrinth experience to other in this profession, in-depth, two-day training. Please note: prior
attendance at a Veriditas qualifying workshop is required (Saturday’s workshop qualified.) Registration: http://
veriditas.org/calendar.
All events are held at Trinity Cathedral.
Register and learn more: http://trinitycleaveland.org/veriditas

Did You Know?...
The writer of this article has been on the mend after
knee replacement surgery and doesn’t “know” much
for this issue of the newsletter – but I’ll do my best!!...
We were all saddened by the death of Gary Bell and
as usual our church family came together and
celebrated his life. Many thanks to Shirley Johnson
who took over the job of organizing the reception that
followed the service. Food was supplied by Pat
Williams, Sue Ahrens, Debbie Shorts, Carolyn
Englert, Bev Lewis-Mercury, Bill Snyder and the
family and friends. Jim and Nancy Ervin supplied the
ham and buns. Those who helped in the kitchen were
Shirley and Mike Johnson, Sue Ahrens, Debbie
Shorts, Carolyn Englert, and Cindy Hoskins…
We heard from Cathy Mansor; she’s missing Grace
Church and we’re missing her; but she’s enjoying
being with her daughter Corie and family, loves the
sunny Florida weather, and continues to search for a
job…
We are now back to the fall schedule and back to the
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. services. The Sunday school is
now in session and the choir is back…
Sue Ahrens has joined the teaching team. While
Chrissie Stickle and Stacy Scibelli teach the
children, Sue is teaching the older youth in Sunday
school this year. Don’t let your children and youth miss
a chance to be in Sue’s class or Chrissie and Stacy’s
class – they’re great!! And all these fine teachers can
use some help from those willing to teach a class and
share in this important ministry…
It was a really nice surprise to see Sally Dier back in
church on Sept. 14th, along with Dennis and Dani. This
was the first time they had been back since Sally’s
surgery in late July. Sally’s been doing all she can to
recover from the surgery, keep up with her chemo, and
still maintain quality of life. You go, Sally! Our
prayers remain with her and all the Dier family…
Our prayers are also with Billy Johnson & his
family and with Mike & Shirley Johnson. Billy’s
daughter in law, Beth, died suddenly while the family
was vacationing in the Poconos. The same weekend
Billy’s sister-in-law, Violet (who has been battling
cancer) died. As Billy said, God will see them through
it…
When invited to a Youth Group meeting at Christ

Church, Kent, four busy youth and two busy adults
attended and all had a good time with ice breakers,
fellowship, sharing thoughts about God, and sharing
fellowship over a nice lasagna meal and around the fire
pit that evening. Paige Paxton, Eric and Kevin Splinter,
and Jenna Summy went fr om Gr ace and two
adults—Lisa Paxton and Sue Ahrens—accompanied
the group as well. Our thanks to The Rev. Julie Fisher
and the Kent parents who organized the meeting.
Thanks to our youth and adults for participating and
responding to this invitation…
Barb Popiel has been doing a wonder ful job
planning and organizing events here at Grace. These
include a Halloween-Theme Ice Cream Social on Oct.
26th and Veterans Luncheon on Nov. 9th, both events
after the 10am service. Don’t miss any of it!!...
Congratulations to Jeff Marsh and Lisa Audet who
will be married here at Grace Church on October 11th.
We all wish Jeff, Lisa, and daughters Sarah Beth and
Rachel the ver y best…
Shirley & Mike Johnson wer e in Califor nia to
spend time with their daughter Susan and her family.
Susan wanted them to be part of her 50th birthday
celebration, and, no doubt, Mom & Dad were a lot of
help with almost 50 people attending!...
Mary Jean and John McDonald had a nice time
in Wisconsin (before the snow flies) visiting son, Andy
and his wife Cheryl, and granddaughter,
Christiana…
Frank and Joan Seman had a visit fr om Fr ank’s
brother, Tim and his wife Carol…
Judy Canan had two pews full of family members
who came to church with her the Sunday after her
granddaughter Jennifer’s wedding…
Many thanks to Mary Ann Switz who volunteered to
come to the office on her days off and spent several
hours over those weeks creating the bulletins while
Marsha was out of commission. Now that’s a
friend!...
The Splinters have had a ’Pain Killer’ week or two.
Kevin’s hand got stepped on har d in a football game
and swelled up like a balloon, Tim fatigued and bruised
his hand with a full day hanging drywall, and Marcia
got stung by the yellow jackets they are fighting
outside and inside the house! Take it easy you guys!...

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Please join us in saying ‘THANK YOU” to people
serving god at Grace Church and in our community in
a variety of ways:



Jim Ervin and Bill Snyder for taking food
items members contribute to the Center of
Hope.



Everyone who helped with Gary Bell’s funeral
and reception.



Fred Lundgren for helping Nancy each week
at Gracie’s while Sally’s recovering.



John McDonald and Reba Cook for making
the trek to Staples and purchasing the new
chairs for the multi-purpose room.



To all the Sunday school teachers and choir
members.



Our thanks to all who donated money for new
chairs.

Please call the office or email us a note if you know
of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

Birthdays
1st
5th
11th
13th
18th
21st
26th
29th

MacAlah Simonson
Mike Johnson
Lynn Ann Zimmerman
Maggy Rich
Nicole Stickle
Jamie Popiel
Emily Scibelli
Nancy Ervin
David Miller
Reba Cook
Linda Stover

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Baptisms
3rd Jane O’Neill
13th John McDonald
25th Aundrea Seman
27th Ricky Sanek
29th Kevin Splinter
Martha Croll

How about some more Church Bloopers to brighten
your October?

Anniversaries
11th Jon & Roxann Burky
17th Tim & Marcia Splinter
20th Bill & Kathy Summy

During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare
privilege of hearing a good sermon when reverend Jack
Graham supplied our pulpit.

Don't let worry kill you — let the church help.

Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood
donors for more transfusions. She is also having
trouble sleeping and requests tapes of Pastor
Jack's sermons.
The senior choir invites any member of the
congregation who enjoys sinning to join the
choir.

This Friday is our annual church hayride. Bring a pack of
hot dogs and guns. We'll have a good time.
Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given to
church secretary
Continue to pray for Rita Slone, a blind member of
our missionary team who got a new kidney from
her father she hasn't seen in years.

The Bulletin Board

Veterans Day Potluck Luncheon
November 9th after the 10:00 a.m. service
There will be a sign up sheet and we will need to know
how many will be present. We will honor our church
member who are veterans as well as the residents from
the men’s Veterans shelter. Feel free to invite others
that have served our country.

Prayer Chain
There are hundreds of references in Scripture to prayer, it
is one thing that we are all called to do. In Luke 18:1,
Jesus told us to pray and never give up. Prayers can be
offered for others and for ourselves in a number of ways,
and one of them is our Grace Church Prayer Chain. You
may ask for prayers for a family member, a friend, or even someone
whose story prompted you to ask for prayers. You can make the request by
contacting either the church office, or Carolyn Englert at 330-527-4888 and
pindolllady@gmail.com. The request is then passed on to the 14 members of the
Prayer Chain. All requests are confidential, and you can even keep private the name
of the person for whom the prayers are requested. The Prayer Chain, on average,
gets 8 to 10 requests per month. Currently, all Prayer Chain members are contacted
by email, but phone contacts can also be made. If you are interested in joining the
Prayer Chain, please contact Carolyn Englert.

150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Please be generous with helping put together some really nice baskets to raffle off at this
event. Maybe two or three of you could work together to complete a basket, or just pick
and choose what items you would like to help purchase.
I would like to have them completed by December 31st of this year especially the
Browns, Summer Fun, and maybe some of the children’s items that are available now.
Then we can focus on other important items for the 150 th. Any additional items you think
of to add to the baskets or whole basket ideas are welcomed.
These are some suggestions:
Ohio State – already completed
Cleveland Browns – Marc’s in Stow has all the items on display now. (Ravenna store may
also have them) This basket will probably need to be completed soon.
Pamper Me – Items such as pedicure, manicure, hair products, facials (a salon might
donate these) lotions, perfume, foot care items, candles, nail polish, fancy soap,
chocolate, body wash.
Coffee/Tea/Chocolate – special coffees or teas, mugs, Keurig coffee flavors, tea cup, tea
pots, candies, etc.
Children’s Basket – games, balls of all kind, activity books, crayons, markers, bubble,
sidewalk chalk, glove & mitt, playdoh, Matchbox cars, Maybe one for a boy and the
other for a girl.
Wine Theme Basket – bottle or two of wine, 2 wine glasses, (paper plates, napkins w/wine
design) crackers, cheeses, wine bottle opener, wine glass trinkets or markers, cheese
knife, place mats, fancy bottle cork.
Summer Fun – suntan lotion, fun design flip flops (male & female), sunglasses (adult &
kids) blow-up beach ball, sun visor, Frisbee, kids sand toys, bubbles – this should be
bought now.
Lottery Scratch-off basket – We will do this one next year.
Begin looking for any old small items for the antique table for display such as: pictures
of the church, children games, documents, books, articles, small clothing accessories (hats,
gloves, jewelry, etc.)
I will have a sign-up sheet for this and again please be generous so we can make the
150th a very nice celebration.
-Barb Popiel, Chairperson

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
St. Thomas the Apostle
The Apostle Thomas is often referred to as “Doubting Thomas” because of his insistence that he
would not believe the Lord had risen unless he placed his hand in the physical wounds. But we
should not sell Thomas short; he dared to put his doubts into words and he had previously risked his
own life to follow Jesus into Judea after Lazarus had died—many in Judea had attempted to stone
Jesus earlier. And when he finally saw the Lord after the Resurrection, his affirmation has resounded
through the ages: “My Lord and my God!”
What we know for sure about Thomas is quite limited. We know that he was born in 1 st century
Galilee of Judea. We know that he was specifically mentioned in John’s Gospel: first in the story
about the decision to return to Judea after Lazarus’ death; then when Jesus explained that he was
going away to prepare a heavenly home and Thomas responds with a literal question (“Lord, we don’t
know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” NIV); and finally, after the Resurrection.
Beyond these factual pieces, there are many questions and legends.
First, the name Thomas means “twin.” Was Thomas a twin? If so, was he a twin of another disciple?
There is even speculation that Jesus Himself was Thomas’ twin! This comes from the Nag Hammadi
(Gnostic texts found in earthen jars in Upper Egypt) copy of the Book of Thomas the Contender in
which Jesus is quoted as saying, “Now, since it has been said that you are my twin and true
companion, examine yourself…”
Then there is the legend that he was the sole disciple to witness the Assumption of Mary into heaven.
The other apostles were miraculously transported to Jerusalem to witness her death but Thomas was
left in India. However, after her burial, he was transported to her tomb where he witnessed her bodily
assumption into heaven. Ironically, the other disciples were skeptical of his story until they saw her
empty tomb and the item of clothing she dropped.
Thomas is traditionally believed to have sailed to India in 52 AD to spread the Christian faith among
the Jews who had migrated there. He was believed to be a carpenter and architect by trade and
remains of some of the buildings attributed to him indicate that he was a skilled craftsman. Another
legend holds that he was commissioned to build a palace for the king; instead, he devoted the royal
grant to acts of charity. The king enslaved him; Thomas then converted the king and his court!
According to tradition, St. Thomas was killed in 72 AD in Mylapore, near present-day Madras, in
India. Other legends state that he died a martyr in east Persia. Marco Polo recorded the tradition of
St. Thomas and his tomb and introduced this to medieval Europe.
In the final analysis, we know little about this man. However, because of his willingness to boldly
state his doubts, our Lord said that those who believe in Christ as Savior without seeing him are
blessed. That is our gift from Thomas.

19 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

20

26 20 Pentecost 27
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee
Ice Cream Social

19

13

12

18 Pentacost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

6

5 17 Pentecost
Blessing Animals
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee
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•7pm Vestry
Meeting
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•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
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•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
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•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
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1

Wed

•7:30 Choir

•7:30 Choir

30
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•7:30 Choir

•7:30 Choir

•7:30 Choir

•8am Retired
Men’s Breakfast

16

9

2

Thurs

The Grace Vine
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24
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10
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Fri

•Marsh/Audet
Wedding

25

18

11

4
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Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
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The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Reba Cook (2014)
John McDonald (2014)
Midge Myers (2014)
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)
Barb Popiel (2016)
Michele Novak (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)

