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Rector’s Writ
November lets us know that autumn has settled in. We see those familiar signs of the
season: leaf piles, pumpkins, apples, and stewardship letters. We put antifreeze in the car,
pull out the coats, and turn up the thermostat. As seasons pass we do the practical stuff,
but we also look inside now and then and consider what we’d like to change or improve
(words we use with caution, as we’ve found they involve more work than wishes). We
plan and hope and wish. We worry over ‘what if’s’ that we can’t control anyway. It
remains our challenge to look for solutions, not faults; to encourage and pray for each
other; to be kind, not critical; to see how we—not others—could be better people. Where do
we go for help? Where do we go for hope?
A good friend of ours once observed that God invites us to visit at least two places
each November. First is the place of remembering. We remember loved ones and friends
now in God’s nearer presence and the impact these saints and sages have had on our
lives. (It’s amusing to think most of these dear ones would never call themselves saints!)
Second is the place of giving thanks. Here we give thanks for the many ways God
blesses, guides, protects, and provides for us. This ‘place’ is often around a table: the altar
at Church, the home dinner table (especially at the holidays), or the kitchen table where
we might pray or read Scripture or something uplifting with our first cup of coffee. We
can give thanks to God anywhere, anytime. We offer our thanks for the Lord’s blessings
and goodness; for daily bread, forgiveness, family and loved ones; for being part of that
“holy fellowship” of God’s family, past and present. We enter both places—the place of
remembering and the place of giving thanks—with the grace of God going before us and
grateful hearts within us. When we believe and understand that God loves us and has
given us all that we have, we welcome these November places…and places uncertain as
well…because we know the Holy God in whom we hope. No matter how much we want to
change or improve our lives, our world, our situations…we remember and give thanks
that our hope…our help…our peace… is and remains in the Lord.
A blessed and happy Thanksgiving to you and yours.
Carol+
“Put your trust in God; for I will yet give thanks to him, who is the help of my countenance,
and my God.” (Ps. 42:7, BCP)
“May the God of peace and love be ever dwelling with you. May the God of mercy give you
sustenance, replenish your hearts with love and thankfulness, and give you perseverance in
all good works. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and to
their glory. Amen.”
(From Services & Prayers for Country Use, Paul Welsby, p. 47,
adapted)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, November 3

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Nancy Lundgren & Sally Dier
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Gail Richards & Doris Whipple
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

All Saint’s Day

1st Reading Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 149
2nd Reading Ephesians 1:11-23
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 6:20-31

Sunday, November 10

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Lundgren & Sally Dier
8:00 TBA
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

Sunday, November 17

1st Reading Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Jeff Croll
Psalm 145:1-5, 18-22
2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Kathy Summy
Gospel Luke 20:27-38

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Nancy Lundgren & Sally Dier
8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

22 Pentecost

23 Pentecost

1st Reading Isaiah 65:17-25
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 9
2nd Reading 2 Thessaloninas 3:6-13
Martha Croll
Gospel Luke 21:5-19

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
at Grace Church
Sunday, November 24 6:00 p.m.
Grace will be hosting the annual community Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service. Our choir & organist will
participate, as well as choristers from other churches.
Nancy Ervin and the Hospitality Group will host the
reception to follow. We hope you’ll bring family and
friends to this Thanksgiving gathering of different
churches. We appreciate your help with reception
goodies and providing a warm welcome for all who
attend. A sign-up sheet will be in the parish hall.

UNITED THANK OFFERING

Sunday, November 10th
Please use the envelopes in the pews and/or on the
table in back of the church to take part in this fall’s
ingathering. Any amount will be appreciated. The
United Thank Offering has been part of Grace Church
and the National Church for many years. The funds
we contribute to UTO enable us to help people from all
over the world and in our own communities. Take a
box (they are on the table in back of the church), and
every time you’re thankful for one of God’s many
blessings place a coin in the blue box. At the spring in
-gathering we will collect those coins. Please be
generous.

Sunday, November 24
8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Last Pentecost
7:00 PM Ravenna Ministerial Assoc. Thanksgiving Service at Grace Church
Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Acolyte
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Gerry Rich
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Nancy Lundgren & Sally Dier
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

Sunday, December 1

1st Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6
Tim Splinter
Psalm 4
2nd Reading Colossians 1:11-20
Karen Krofta
Gospel Luke 23:33-43

8:00 & 10:00 AM Morning Prayer

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Nancy Lundgren & Nancy Ervin (late service)
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich
Counters Carol Marotta & TBA

Advent 1

1st Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 122
2nd Reading Romans 13:11-14
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 24:36-44

Greeters & Coffee Hosts Needed
It would be helpful to have more people helping in these
ministries. It’s not difficult, and it helps provide opportunities
for fellowship and welcoming visitors before and after worship.
Please call the church office at 330.296.3443 if you would help.

“It’s me, oh, Lord, standing in the need of
prayer.”
Do you ever feel like that? Or know someone
else who may? You can pick up one of our
Prayer Squares. These will be in a basket in
the narthex, next to the guest books, and are
free to anyone who wants one. Take one for
yourself, your friend, your neighbor, or even
the cashier at the supermarket who looks
frazzled and in need of prayer! We hope this
will answer that “need of prayer.” The little
squares are handmade by Shirley Johnson,
Carolyn Englert, and Mary Cabot and have a
little saying on the front. Thanks to you
ladies for making them available for all of us.
What a wonderful idea!

Community Dinners
The Fund Raising Committee had their second dinner on
October 1st where they served ham with scalloped
potatoes, salad, vegetable, applesauce, roll, and dessert.
Thanks to everyone who worked so hard to cook, serve
and clean up. Midge Myers and Carol Marotta worked in
the kitchen. Barb Popiel, Gail Richards, Doris Whipple,
and Rick Taylor served the dinners. Debbie Shorts,
Caitlin Barney-Fritsch, Sue Ahrens, Emily Ahrens, and
Madison Ahrens waited on tables. Cherry & John
Monegan made the desserts. Marsha Snyder and John
Monegan sold tickets and 50/50 tickets. Barb Popiel won
the 50/50 prize.
On the first Tuesday of every month we will offer a
dinner to the congregation and the community. The next
dinner will take place on November 5 where we will be
serving beef stroganoff with all the fixings. The price is
$10.00 per person and $7.00 for children under 10 years
of age. We have had a great response from the
congregation and the community, so please join us. You
won’t find a better meal for the price.
If you have any questions
please contact members of the
committee: Cherry Monegan,
Chairperson; Caitlin BarneyFritsch, Carol Marotta, Barb
Popiel, Midge Myers, and
Marsha Snyder.

Did You Know?...
The month of October was a busy one for the members
of Grace Church. On the first of the month our second
Church/Community dinner took place. Thanks to the
many volunteers this event has been growing (the word
must be getting out). We served a ham dinner with all the
fixings, including scalloped potatoes, corn, beans, salad,
apple sauce, and dessert, all for $10.00, a price you can’t
beat. Cherry Monegan, chairman of the Fund Raising
Committee organized the evening, and volunteers Carol
Marotta, Marsha Snyder, John Monegan, Debbie
Shorts, Rick Lashley, Midge Myers, Barb Popiel, Gail
Richards, Doris Whipple, Caitlin Barney-Fritsch, Sue
Ahrens and her granddaughters, Emily & Madison
Ahrens, and Rev. Carol wer e ther e to make sur e
everything ran smoothly…
On Sunday, Oct. 6th. Rev. Carol offer ed “The
Blessing of the Pets” to the congregation and all the
“dog” people showed up. (Is it that “cat” people are like
their pets…just a bit indifferent or maybe they couldn’t
get their furry ones to cooperate? Just a thought!) But
Martha & Jeff Croll and Jeff’s sister Susan Mantia
brought Fuzzy (who isn’t – fuzzy that is); Eric Ballou
brought Buddy; Cherry Monegan also br ought her
Buddy; Carol Marotta had Suzie with her ; and Joan
Seman br ought her dog Gracie…
On October 12th our Wine Tasting event took place.
Jeff Sherman, fr om Heinen’s in Shaker Heights, was
our wine expert who shared his expertise with us. Jeff
was very interesting and he informed the 48 people in
attendance all about the wines and why some of us enjoy
some wines more than others. It was a wonderful evening
of wines from all over the world. Jeff even supplied nonalcoholic wines for some of us. Thanks to Cherry
Monegan and the Fund Raising committee for
sponsoring this evening. As usual we had a lot of
volunteers: Laurie Barney-Fritsch, Barb Popiel, Carol
Marotta, Marsha Snyder, and John Monegan got the
parish hall decorated and the food prepared. Six door
prizes were offered as well as some lovely wine baskets
and other prizes. There were so many door prizes (about
28) that we couldn’t keep track who won all of them, but I
can tell you that Carol Marotta and Kay Wise did very
well that night. Of course they bought a lot of tickets,
too! The 50/50 drawing was won by Carol Marotta, who
generously gave it back to the church. Thank you, Carol!
Thanks to Bill Snyder and Rick Lashley and the
volunteers who took all those tables down and those who
helped get everything cleaned up and put away in the
kitchen…
Carolyn & Ken Englert went to Pennsylvania to
visit Ken’s mother where they celebrated Mary’s 100th
birthday with Mary and the family…

Bruce & Sue Ahrens headed to Massachusetts to be
with their daughter Sonja and her family. They initially
were going to see grandson John play football and
granddaughter Morgan cheer; however before they left for
Massachusetts their son-in-law Donnie’s mother died, so
they will be there for the funeral as well. I’m sure the
family appreciated having Sue and Bruce with them for
their love and support in a time of grief…
We were shocked to hear that Shirley Johnson suffered
a heart attack. Thanks be to God that it wasn’t severe, but
our prayers are certainly with Shirley and Mike and all
their family…
Beth Dier and her husband Jonathan Laule r an the
Akron marathon to benefit Children’s Hospital. A full
marathon is 26.2 miles. Beth came in 804 of 964 with a
time of 5 hours 37 minutes and Jonathan came in 664 out
of 964 with a time of 5 hours and 14 minutes. Sounds
like a long day, and we’re all very proud of both of you…
Thanks to Shirley Johnson and Carolyn Englert for the
little square pocket prayers they’ve been knitting. The
‘pocket prayer squares’ have been very popular, and they
are working their little fingers to the bone keeping up
with the demand. But we’re happy they are being so well
received and obviously needed. We are all in need
prayer…
Thanks to Deacon Bill for doing Morning Prayer for
Rev. Carol while she was ill on Sunday, October 20th.
It’s always nice to have a “back up.” …
We ask our Grace Church family to keep Tim, Marcia,
Eric, and Kevin Splinter in your pr ayer s, as well as
Tim’s mother, Barbara, and all the Splinter family.
Tim’s father, John, passed into God’s nearer presence on
Oct. 25th. The family will all gather in Wisconsin for a
Memorial Service on November 9th. May John go ‘from
strength to strength in the life of perfect service in God’s
heavenly kingdom.’ May our Lord comfort and enfold
the Splinter family with his love and grant them all safe
travel.

GRACIE’S
BACK DOOR
Come Visit our Christmas
Store
Sick Room Supplies: Gracie’s
has the following items for use,
free to those in need of them.
1 pair of crutches
1 elevated toilet seat
4 walkers (2 collapsible)
1 bed rail
3 canes (1 with a seat)
3 blood pressure monitors
2 wheel chairs
1 walking boot (size small)
2 bath stools
3 glucose meters
2 bath benches
1 box cotton tip applicator
5 commodes
1 fanny (spinal) pillow
Please remember these are here
to be used if you need them or
know of anyone that does.

Birthdays
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
8th
9th
17th
18th
27th
29th

Amy Neely
Jennifer Golec
Julie Canan
Gail Richards
Stephanie Amiruzzaman
Rachael Jarrell
Sarah Beth Audet
Judy Watkins
Chris Stickle
Eric Marotta

RAVEN PACKS
From October 28th through November 24th we are asked to collect 300
boxes of macaroni and cheese. From November 25 through January 5th
we are asked to bring in 300 oatmeal packets. Thank you so much for
your generous participation in this program for the elementary aged
children in the Ravenna school district. --Barb Popiel

OUTREACH
Please remember the Center of Hope is constantly in need of nonperishable foods and at times has people who need personal care items.
They were so grateful for these . We’re also collecting personal care
items for Ravenna High School students. You can continue to donate
clothing to the County Clothing Center. The APL is always in need of
food and other items for the animals (see the list on the APL bin in the
parish hall). Don’t forget to mark the Outreach Sheet with your
donated items. THANK YOU!

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Anniversaries
3rd

Baptisms
2nd Sally Dier
5th Luke Kearsey
Shala Kearsey
6th Eleanor Blank
17th Dani Dier
21st Frank Seman

John & Mary Jean McDonald

The Bulletin Board
Cheese Cakes
For Thanksgiving
$25.00 EACH (pay at the time of your order)
All orders due by November 17th.
Pick up on November 24th

Visibility Project
Garage Sale Report
On Saturday, September 28th the Visibility Project sponsored a garage sale with profits to go toward
the deficit. The reason Kay Canan and Sally Dier stepped up to this was we saw it as a way to make
our church visible in the community and to see what we can accomplish when we came together for a
common cause.
We have so many to thank but especially Mike & Shirley Johnson, Eric Ballou and Kay Canan who
hauled everything up from the classroom to the parish hall and were here for almost every day of the
set up and sale right through clean up!
Thanks to Debbie Shorts, Kay Wise, Fred & Nancy Lundgren, Lynn & Dan Francois, Sue Ahrens,
Jim & Nancy Ervin, Carol Marotta, Midge Myers, Stefanie, Amir, & Aleo Amiruzzaman, Pat
Williams, Dennis & Dani Dier, Carolyn Englert, Rick Lashley, Bill Snyder, and Rev. Carol Evans for
all their help.
We offered four raffle baskets and earned $62.00 to help defray costs. The auto basket was won by
Ginger Richards; the doll basket by Sam Byler; the spa basket was won by Dani Dier; and the
rocking chair by Lori Klein. The book sale made $14.00. Books were sold for $1.00 a bag, and we
got rid of six boxes of books.
Gracie’s Back Door staffers Nancy Lundgren and Sally Dier were assisted by Pat Williams & Nancy
Ervin, and Gracie’s did $129.25 worth of business on that day which will stay with Gracie’s.

For those of you who don’t know Gracie’s Back Door does approximately $3500 - $4500 in business
each year. Of this money $50.00 per month goes to the Maintenance Reserve Fund ($600 per year),
and the rest of the money goes to the Parish Discretionary Fund after taxes. At the end of the sale
Gracie’s was given a few items we felt could be sold there with the profits to stay with Gracie’s to
benefit the Maintenance Reserve Fund and the Parish Discretionary Fund. Gracie’s also hung on to
an antique baby crib, vanity with mirror and stool, and a large mirror that we hope to sell with profits
to go toward the deficit.
Several items were donated to Stambaugh Auditorium. Stambaugh is a non-profit organization
promoting the performing arts, youth choir and band, Western Reserve ballet, Western Reserve
Opera and Tapestries of Ohio Madrigal Singers. (Stambaugh also donates to Gracie’s on a regular
monthly base and had provided audio equipment and Dani Dier’s expertise on several occasions.)
Habitat for Humanity Restore then came and took away about half a box truck load of items and
thanked us profusely. Portage County District Library (another non-profit) got all the left over
books. Goodwill Industries (although for profit) received three large loads in personal vehicles
driven by Dani Dier, Eric Ballou and Fred & Nancy Lundgren. Thank You!
After all of these wonderful things we still made a profit of $692.00 with more to come with the sale
of the three items in Gracie’s. A check for $692 will be presented to vestry at their next meeting.
Thank you, Thank you, and Thank you!!! Isn’t it amazing what we can do when we come together
for a common good!
Sally Dier

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

Southern author Eudora Welty wrote that Southerners not only listen to the story; we listen for the story, a skill born of
playing quietly under the bushes that surrounded the porch, listening to the adult conversation in the cool of the
evening (before air conditioning!), hoping the adults would forget we were there. I get a similar sense of listening for
the story each November when I see our list of friends and family who have entered God’s nearer presence. What are
the stories of faith here? What are the lessons we have learned from these saints who lived among us? Below is a
story of one of my saints.
Dr. Linda Flowers (November 8, 1944-January 21, 2000)
Linda was one of those unique friends who, although you don’t see them often, when you do finally get together it
feels as though no time has elapsed since your last visit. I met her at the University of North Carolina Greensboro in
the spring of 1966. She was the friend of a friend, and I was invited to tag along as my friend visited with Linda in her
dorm room. As the editor of the student literary magazine, Linda was given a regular room but no roommate, a
coveted single! Huge pillows were all around and a small group of girls were talking and sipping tea. I jokingly
called Linda “Fleur,” French for “flower,” a pun on her name. When one of the girls said that Linda didn’t look like a
flower to her, Linda responded in a perfect imitation of the little skunk in Bambi: “She can call me fleur if she wants
to.” That became my name for her (and even, now typing “Linda” feels odd). She invited everyone to leave at 8:30
PM because she had reading to do for a class the next day and she dared not go to Dr. Charles’ class unprepared. As I
left, Linda gave me a one-armed hug and spoke softly, “I know your dad; he helped get me here. Come see me any
time you want to.” And I did. Her room became something of a refuge from a difficult roommate situation that
semester and a haven of warm friendship.
Linda was born the daughter of sharecroppers near Faison, NC. She graduated from North Duplin High School in
1963 and was admitted late to UNCG. The first person in either of her parents’ families to even consider college, she
had waited until well into the spring of her senior year to apply anywhere. And when the tuition-room-and-board bill
came, it was overwhelming. A number of Faison’s citizens stepped up to pay what her scholarships didn’t cover. My
dad knew her from her after-school job at Dilly’s Market; he gave her money for bus fare to Greensboro and to buy
some clothes. College was an academic struggle for Linda. Although incredibly bright, she had never had to study in
high school and didn’t know how; her college grades showed that. She dropped out of UNCG and worked in Raleigh
during the 1964-1965 academic year, returning to UNCG the fall of 1965. She came to the attention of Dr. Amy
Charles, a demanding but engaging member of the English faculty. Linda blossomed into a brilliant student and
incredible writer, becoming the editor of Coradi, the literary magazine, for two years. She graduated in 1968, attended
The Ohio State University for her masters, and then received a second master’s and her Ph.D. from the University of
Rochester. She was a Fellow of the Folger Library in Washington, DC, receiving one of their coveted research awards
in 1977. She returned to Eastern North Carolina in 1980 as a member of the English faculty at North Carolina
Wesleyan College. A noted Shakespearean scholar, she also reached the rank of full Professor, Chair of the English
Department, Chair of the University Faculty, and ran the Visiting Writers Series. Her sole book was Throwed Away:
Failures of Progress in Eastern North Carolina. She said that writing that book, the result of research she did during
her sabbatical, was the only way she could make peace with what had happened to our beloved region.
In the fall of 1997 after numerous tests, Linda was diagnosed with advanced colon cancer. Surgery was performed and
after recovery, she began extensive chemotherapy and radiation treatments. She died January 21, 2000. In recognition
of her work and contributions to the humanities, the North Carolina Humanities Council established a writing prize,
The Linda Flowers Literary Award.
Lessons from Fleur were the subtle ones, almost hidden. Don’t be too prideful to accept help when it’s offered with
love and care and you need it. Helping Linda pulled elements together in a socially divided small southern town and
made her bachelor’s degree possible. Knowing your own limits is powerful knowledge. Fleur knew exactly what she
needed to do to be ready for Dr. Charles’ discussion class and she was committed to doing it. And I learned to pick up
her cues and begin to empty her room with comments about all the work I needed to do to be ready for my own
classes. Gratitude can be expressed in so many ways, including nonverbally. My dad said that Linda always thanked
him profusely for his help. However, knowing I could “escape” to Fleur’s room made the spring of my freshman year
tolerable and later gave me a wonderful place to discuss ideas with bright young women; that was her way of thanking
“Mr. Fred” again for the money he’d slip her at Dilly’s during the summers all through her time at UNCG. So little; so
much.
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