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Rector’s Writ
Each year when we teach and talk about the importance of faithful
stewardship in the church and in our faith, people tend to respond in two
ways. Some readily accept the responsibilities of being faithful stewards of
God’s church. They respond with generosity and gratitude for what God has
given them. Making a pledge is a given, and some increase their giving
each year. Some ignore the stewardship appeal as if flipping the channel
when PBS or NPR fund drives are in progress.
Most people in the church don’t like to talk about or hear about money.
We all like to hear “nice to see you…glad you’re part of our church…thanks
for helping.” No one likes to hear “we need more members…more
giving...more volunteers.” But for us and for many mainline churches
that’s the reality of our day. Jesus talked frequently about money and
making sure our possessions don’t own us. There are people who don’t believe
in making a pledge. There are those who, acting in faith, make pledging to
God and the church a first priority and want to give more. We work on it,
pray about it, and find God helps us grow in this area, too, especially when
we give with gratefulness for all God has given and continues to give us.
There’s a story of a man whose main priority in life had been to make
money and to enjoy the money he made; live with no regrets. When he died,
St. Peter was waiting at the pearly gates and asked to see his checkbook. The
man seemed surprised, and asked Peter, “Don’t you want to know about all
the hours I’ve worked and all the clubs and organizations I belonged to; all
the volunteer stuff and good deeds I’ve done?” And St. Peter said, “No. Your
checkbook will tell me what was important to you; what your priorities were.”
The story ends with the question, if St. Peter were to look at our checkbook
what would he see was important to us?
May we all be faithful in giving to God with gratitude and
thanksgiving.
A HEART TO PRAISE THEE
Thou hast given so much to me, Give one thing more—a grateful heart:
Not thankful when it pleaseth me, as if thy blessings had spare days,
But such a heart whose Pulse may be Thy Praise. (George Herbert)

Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, November 6

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Jenna Summy
Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Susan & Steve Merrill
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch. Chris Stickle

Sunday, November 13

1st Reading Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm Psalm 149
2nd Reading Ephesians 1:11-23
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 6:20-31

:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Phillip Crouse
Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch. Sue Ahrens

Sunday, November 20

All Saints Sunday

1st Reading Isaiah 65:17-25
Carolyn Englert
Psalm Canticle 9
2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Kathy Summy
Gospel Luke 21:5-19

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Steve Merrill
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Jeff Marsh
Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Rick Lashley & Debbie Shor ts
10:00 Carol Marotta, Gail Richards, Doris Whipple
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch Courtney Rich
Nursery Nikki Stickle

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service & Reception
Sunday, November 20th, 6 pm
The Ravenna Area Ministerial Association will hold an
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service , hosted by Immaculate
Conception Church on Main Street in Ravenna. Please plan to
attend this community thanksgiving and fellowship event.

26 Pentecost

Last Pentecost

1st Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6
Tim Splinter
Psalm Canticle 4
2nd Reading Colossians 1:11-20
Jeff Croll
Gospel Luke 23:33-43

Sunday, November 27

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Charles Parsons
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jenna Summy
Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 TBA
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch No Class Today

Sunday, December 4

1st Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
Steve Merrill
Psalm 122
2nd Reading Romans 13:11-14
Jane Gear-Jozsa
Gospel Matthew 24:36-44

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Cindy Hoskins & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Susan & Steven Merrrill
Counters Kay Canan & Carol Marotta
Church Sch Denise Sheridan
Nursery Courtney Rich

1 Advent

2 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
2nd Reading Romans 15:4-13
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

United Thank Offering
Sunday, November 13th

Please use the envelopes in the church pews to
take part in this fall’s ingathering. Any amount will be
appreciated. The UTO has been a part of the Episcopal
Church and Grace
Church for many years and with the funds collected it enables us to help people from all over the world and in our
own communities. Take a box (they are on the table in
back of the church) and every time you’re thankful for one
of God’s many blessings put a coin in the blue box, at the
spring ingather we will collect those coins. We look forward to your participation.

Did You Know?...
The Ravenna & Kent Area Crop Walk took place on
October 9th and donations totaled $1565 from Ravenna
and $3584 from Kent. Thanks to Bill Snyder for
volunteering to represent Grace Church at the Crop
Walk (and for walking two miles that day in spite of a
cold) and to the sixteen members of Grace Church who
donated a total of $435.00, almost a third of all
collected in Ravenna. We’re always amazed how
generous this church is…
The choir enjoyed having Eric Splinter back even if
it was just for one Sunday. No doubt, Marcia, Tim, and
Kevin wer e happy to have him home for a visit. He
was on fall break from Clarkson University, and we
were all glad he made time to attend worship so his
church family could see him, too. It was also nice to
see Georgia Golec attending the 8am service with her
mom, Jennifer, and grandmother, Janice Lallathin. It
was her first visit home, too, from Ohio University.
Thanks, Eric and Georgia!...
And speaking of thanks, Sally Dier & Nancy
Lundgren have been wor king r eally har d at
Gracie’s, and it looks great. They’ve been open on
Saturdays during September and October, and they
have all the Christmas items ready to be put on display.
Thanks to Dani Dier, Shirley Johnson, and Jane GearJozsa who have also helped with Gr acie’s Satur day
hours…
Thanks to Jim Ervin for taking the non-perishable
food that we’ve been collecting to the Center of
Hope…
Thanks to Fred Lundgren and John McDonald for
repairing a couple of leaks in the downstairs
restroom…
Our congratulations to Stephanie & Amir
Amiruzzaman as they expect their fir st child
sometime in April. They have been working so hard on
their education (Stephanie has earned a master’s degree
and Amir will have his PhD in December, both from
KSU) and both of them teach at Kent State. Now there
will be another little project that will keep them very
busy and happy!...
Emily Ahrens is studying for her law
enforcement degree from Youngstown State and is
working with the Lake Milton and Hiram police
departments and finding out just what this job entails.

Please pray for God’s safety, protection, and guidance
for Emily and all who work in law enforcement…
Shirley & Mike Johnson ar e looking for war d to
visiting with family in the south and especially their
granddaughter Kelly Farmer who’s in veterinary school
at Auburn University…
Fred & Nancy Lundgren ar e headed to Texas to
visit with their son, Bill, and granddaughters, Jeanie
and Suzie. They opted to fly this time and avoid that
very long road trip…
Two of our members are on the mend after separate
(and scary) traffic accidents where neither of them
were at fault. Carol Marotta and Dennis Dier are still
feeling the results of their accidents, but hopefully
they’ll both be better soon…
Marsha Snyder br ought pumpkins in for the
Sunday school children to decorate, thinking glitter and
paint would be fun---it’s been a long time since Marsha
taught the Sunday school class. However, the Sunday
school teachers, Courtney Rich and Sue Ahrens had
different ideas (and that was because they knew they
would have to clean up the mess…as Courtney
laughingly said “glitter was evil”); but the pumpkins
were wonderful with a lot of stickers and yarn, and the
children enjoyed the project…
It was great to have Jack and Joan Sarver join us
again for worship, and we welcome seeing them any
Sunday. We also welcome some new folks who have
been attending: John and Cherry Monegan, who both
keep busy with life in Ravenna; Kathy Campbell (a
good friend of Mike and Shirley Johnson); Helena
Blaginykh, a doctor fr om Russia studying at KSU;
and Annalise, a KSU master’s student. We’re honored
to have all these good people as part of our Grace
Church family anytime…
Please keep Bette Brooks, Kay Canan, Marsha
Snyder, our deacon Bill Snyder and our rector
Carol Evans in your pr ayer s as they r epr esent
Grace at the Diocesan Convention, held in Bowling
Green this year.
Kevin Splinter and the J ames A Gar field Quiz
Bowl team had their day at Channel 5 to tape
Academic Challenge. They had a strong match,
finishing 2nd by just one question. Their show will air
Jan. 28th.

For all your bounty, gracious Lord, we praise and thank you. …Receive, O Lord, our
thanks for the blessings you continually bestow upon us. We offer to you the gifts
you have given to us: and we pray that they may be used to carry out your gracious
will, with joy and thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Adapted from Services and Prayers for Country Use by Paul Welsby)
We give thanks for the blessings of our Grace Church family; for all that our
members do and give to God’s glory and to building up God’s people. May you and
those you love be blessed abundantly with God’s goodness, love, protection, and
kind provision.
The Staff of Grace Episcopal Church

Congratulations!

Birthdays
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
8th
27th
29th

and many happy returns...

Amy Neely
Jennifer Golec
Julie Canan
Gail Richards
Stephanie Amiruzzaman
Chris Stickle
Eric Marotta

Anniversaries
3rd John & Mary Jean McDonald
25th Dutch & Goldie Shriver

Baptisms
2nd
6th
17th
19th
21st

Sally Dier
Eleanor Blank
Dani Dier
June Marks
Frank Seman

The Bulletin Board
Socks & Underwear
For the children at the County
Clothing Center, a box will be
available in the parish hall for
those who would like to donate
children’s socks and underwear.
The Clothing Center would like
to have these items by
November 27th. Please be
generous!.

Episcopal Church Women’s
Breakfast Meeting
Hosted by Mary Jean McDonald
& Marsha Snyder
November 19th @ 9:00 a.m.
Sign-up sheet will be in the parish
hall. We will be discussing the annual
Christmas cookie sale
and outreach programs.

A Matter of Balance Classes
Oct. 25th—Nov. 17th
Cherry Monegan will be teaching A Matter of Balance classes in
the parish hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10am—12pm
beginning Oct. 25th and ending Nov. 17th. These classes are
sponsored by Senior Corps and Family & Community Services,
and Grace is donating the use of our building. The classes
address concerns about falling, exercise and fall prevention, and
fall hazards to be aware of at home and in the community.
Classes are full at this point, but please call the office to get info
about whom to call for the next series.

(Continued from NEXT page…)

for ourselves and our children.). Give a resounding “yes”
to the things about which you are passionate and support
others as they move toward their goals (only one quick
message from Kar in the summer of 1998, a year after
David’s death, as I finished my comprehensive exams,
moved toward my dissertation, and lamented that I

couldn’t imagine how old I’d be when I finally finished—
“How old will you be if you don’t finish?” Exactly the
same words David had said as I used age as a reason not
to start my doctorate in 1991). Look for the best in others
and expect your students to surpass you. (That’s why we
both taught and continued to practice our chosen
professions as long as we could.)

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Southern author Eudora Welty wrote that Southerners not only listen to the story; we listen for the
story, a skill born of playing quietly under the bushes that surrounded the porch, listening to the adult
conversation in the cool of the evening (before air conditioning!), hoping the adults would forget we were
there. I get a similar sense of listening for the story each November when I see our list of friends and family
who have entered God’s nearer presence. What are the stories of faith here? What are the lessons we have
learned from these saints who lived among us? Below is a story of one of my saints.
Karen Ramey Burns (1947-2012)
Kar was my friend. We were the same age and her children Lara and Alec were the same ages as Laurel
and Caroline. Kar and I met at the YWCA childcare center in Athens, GA, in the fall of 1979 during open
house and saw first hand the close friendship that Lara and Laurel had forged—and we “connected” as
well. Her husband Larry had landed his dream job as a river systems ecologist at the EPA installation in
Athens. This move afforded Kar the opportunity to finally complete her doctoral work at the University of
Florida in Gainesville. She was studying under a world-renowned forensic anthropologist and was
conducting the experiments needed for the research portion of her dissertation. She would become a reallife “Dr. Bones.” I learned quickly that Kar had to use her kitchen as her lab—and her research required the
burning of bones and tissue. If her refrigerator had a large red sign “DO NOT OPEN,” you didn’t open it. If
she called at 1:00 in the afternoon, asking me to pick up her children when I picked up mine, I knew she
was working on an experiment and that she and Larry would appear at dinnertime with several large pizzas
for our two families.
After graduation, Kar taught classes and worked for the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, honing her
forensics skills and developing into a formidable expert witness in criminal trials. She became a specialist
in the recovery and identification of human remains in criminal, historical, archaeological, and disasterrelated circumstances. If you read her Wikipedia entry, you will see that she worked at Ground Zero, the
Raboteau Massacre and trial in Haiti, the Rio Negro Massacre in Guatemala, and the identification of
genocide victims in Iraqi Kurdistan. Her work with Human Rights Watch was used to identify victims and
determine how they died as well as deliver the testimony needed in court to seek justice for the victims and
their families. She was a 2007-2008 Fulbright Scholar at the University of the Andes in Bogota, Columbia,
where she worked with EQUITAS, a non-governmental organization dedicated to helping families of
disappeared persons due to the ongoing Colombian civil conflict. She trained the local citizens in the
scientific collection of evidence, identification of remains, and evidence delivery at trial.
One evening in November 2007, she returned to the apartment in Bogota after a several-day trip into
the countryside and found Larry slumped over their kitchen table, dead. His research papers were scattered
about and his computer was open to a medical website that described his symptoms. After his funeral, Kar
returned to Bogota to complete her Fulbright-sponsored work, returned to the US, and moved to Salt Lake
City. She continued to write and teach and to take on cases that interested her, such as the search for
Amelia Earhart, who may have been “found” by Kar’s research group. Kar died in her sleep on January 7,
2012 of either a seizure or a stroke.
I learned many lessons from this faith-filled, joyous woman. Make the most of opportunities, even if
taking advantage of them is inconvenient (finishing her doctorate in less than optimal circumstance—
Gainesville is a hard drive from Athens in an old VW bug with no air conditioning!). Use what you have
and don’t make excuses (a kitchen stove, refrigerator, and counters instead of a fancy forensics lab for her
research—and this became part of the training she did later in Iraq and Columbia). Collect memories, not
things (I will always remember lunches with Kar—3 Happy Meals for 4 children, 2 larger drinks to create a
4th child’s drink and keep the two of us happy until Kar and I shared the children’s leftovers and lots of
conversation as our children played. Neither of us had much money, but we found ways to make memories,
(Continued on PREVIOUS page…)
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UTO Sunday
26 Pentecost
•8am HE
•9:15 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee Hour

20
Last Pentecost
•8am HE
•9:15 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee Hour

27

Advent 1
•8am HE
•9:15 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee Hour

13

7

6
All Saint’s Sun.
•8am HE
•9:15 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee Hour

Sun

•7pm Vestry
Meeting

Mon

November

29

•7pm Growth
Committee
Meeting

•1-3 Sit &
Stitch

Election Day
•1-3 Sit &
Stitch

22

15

8

1

Tues

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

30
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

23
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

16

9

2

Wed

•7-8:30
Choir Practice

•7-8:30
Choir Practice

Office Closed

24
Thanksgiving

•8am Retired
Men’s Breakfast
•7-8:30
Choir Practice

17

10

3

Thurs

The Grace Vine

•Poker Boys

•Diocesan
Convention in
Bowling Green

25

18

11

4

Fri

•9am Episcopal
Church Women
Breakfast Mtg

•Diocesan
Convention in
Bowling Green

26

19

12

5

Sat
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Barb Popiel (2016)
Fred Lundgren (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)

