The Grace Vine
November 2015
Rector’s Writ
November lets us know that autumn has settled in. We’re seeing again those
familiar accompaniments of the season: falling leaves, pumpkins, and
stewardship letters. We turn the thermostats up and worry how much the stock
market has gone down. We worry about family, health, jobs, finances, elections
and consequences of the elections. Are better times ahead? Do we have solutions for
growing God’s church? Where do we go for hope?
A good friend once observed that God invites us to visit at least two places each
November. One is the place of remembering. We remember our loved ones now in
God’s nearer presence and the impact these saints and sages have had on our lives.
Another is the place of thanks-giving. Here we give thanks for the many ways
God blesses, guides, protects, and provides for us. This “place” is often around a
table: the altar at Church or the dinner table at home. Yet it should also be an
attitude of thankfulness that begins in the heart and informs how we live. We
give thanks for the Lord’s blessings and goodness; for family and loved ones; for
being part of that “holy fellowship” of God’s family, past and present. We’re
grateful that God’s love, help, and goodness are blessings of abundance, not
scarcity. We respond by gratefully receiving and faithfully sharing the
blessings God provides so generously. We enter both places—the place of
remembering and the place of thanksgiving—with the grace of God going before
us and grateful hearts within us. When we believe and understand that God loves
us and has given us all that we have, we welcome these November places…and
places uncertain as well…because we know the One in whom we hope. No matter
how chaotic or uncertain the ways of the world become, our hope is and remains in
the Lord.
May our Lord Jesus Christ..and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal
encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and
word. (2 Thessalonians 2;16-17, NIV)
Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess: Grant us grace that we may
honor you with our substance, and…be faithful stewards of your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP p. 827 For the Right Use of God’s Gifts)
Put your trust in God; for I will yet give thanks to him who is the help of my countenance, and my
God. (Ps. 42:7, BCP)
November 22, 2015: We will present our pledges with the offering and with prayer at the 8 and
10am services. Our giving is an opportunity to let God know we’re thankful for his blessings, and
that we’re grateful and faithful stewards of all the Lord has given us.

Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, November 8

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Nancy & Jim Ervin
Phillip Crouse
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 TBA
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Frank Seman & Steve Merrill

Sunday, November 15

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Eric Splinter
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Frank Seman & Steve Merrill
Brookdale Bill Snyder

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 Rick Lashley & Debbie Shorts
10:00 Gail Richards & Carol Marotta
Counters Frank Seman & Steve Merrill

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Psalm 127
2nd Reading Hebrews 9:24-28
Martha Croll
Gospel Mark 12:38-44

25 Pentecost

1st Reading 1 Samuel 1:4-20
Kathy Summy
Psalm The Song of Hannah
(1 Samuel 2:1-10)
2nd Reading Hebrews 10:11-25
Tim Splinter
Gospel Mark 13:1-8

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Sunday, November 29

1st Reading Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Jeff Croll

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Sunday, November 22

24 Pentecost

Thanksgiving/Last Pentecost

1st Reading Joel 2:21-27
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 126
2nd Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Steve Merrill
Gospel Matthew 6:25-33

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bill Snyder
10:00 Bill Snyder
Steve & Susan Merrill
David Miller
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Lisa, Taylor & Paige Paxton
Counters Frank Seman & Steve Merrill
Brookdale Kathy Summy

1 Advent

1st Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16
Martha Croll
Psalm 25:1-9
2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Jeff Croll
Gospel Luke 21:25-36

Sunday, December 6

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 Frank & Joan Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Carol Marotta & Kay Canan
Brookdale Kathy Summy

2 Advent

1st Reading Baruch 5:1-9
Fred Lundgren
Psalm The Song of Zechariah
(Luke 1:68-79)
2nd Reading Philippians 1:3-11
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Luke 3:1-6

Our Old Fashion Hymn Sing: A Huge Success
A thank you note from Sally Dier
We had our share of challenges finding musicians available to play for the October 23 rd Old Fashion Hymn Sing.
Danni Lynn McDonald was recommended by the Hiram Music department to be our replacement. She had just
over a week to practice and learn 18 songs while carrying a full class load at Hiram College. A second musician
scheduled was also unable to work that Friday in. However, in the true style of the “Old Fashioned Hymn Sing” we
rallied on. Singing without accompaniment much of the time, our singers did our forbearers proud, praising God in
resounding voice, although a bit out of tune at times. Eighteen year old Dannie Lynn did her best and never gave
up. This was a testament of the character and the one driving force she always said from the time we first met 8
days prior, “I just want to help and make people happy!” Well the hymn sing may not have been what we expected or envisioned, but from all who were involved-- the cookie bakers, singers and members who came to support us, readers and on and on--I saw laughter, fellowship, praise of God and an evening spent together. Seeing
two sisters (you know who you are) giggling; seeing a tear of memory evoked by a song; hearing even non-singers
raise their voice in song; having everyone come together to make a difficult situation a success…these are the memories of an evening spent with friends. How better do we measure success? Thank you to everyone for everything
you did to make this an evening to remember. I am reminded “We plan and God laughs.” So life goes on, and we
didn’t give up.
Thank You
To the cookie bakers for the Hymn Sing: Shirley Johnson, Nancy Lundgren, Nancy Ervin, Judy Canan, Marsha
Snyder, Kay Canan, Toni Worthen, Sally Dier. To Kay Canan for handling the organization and setting up for refreshments, punch, and coffee after the event. Kay you always do such a wonderful job.
To Rev. Carol Evans for the eloquent welcome to the event and reading some of the song histories; to Beth Dier
for doing such a great job reading some song histories with very short notice; and thank you to Dani Dier for preparing the slides for the song words and providing the projection equipment, in addition to doing some of the history readings. Thank you to Ms. Dannie Lynn McDonald for the strength and courage it took to attempt such a
daunting feat of trying to learn 18 songs in 8 days and never saying, “I give up.” (Editor’s note: thanks to Sallie

for her research and composition of those hymn and song histories which proved to be quite interesting.)
Lastly, thank you to Dennis Dier for always being there to fill in what we forgot, and helping to pick up the
pieces along the path to an event like this.

Did You Know?...
On the 3rd of October Susan & Steve Merrill once
again offered members of Grace Church a very
enjoyable evening of wine tasting. About 60 people
enjoyed learning about the special wines they
brought for us to try and how they were made and
why they tasted as they did. There were delicious
hors d’oeuvres served and musical entertainment
during breaks. Carol & Eric Marotta’s daughter,
Julie Marotta, sang, and Jeff Michael played the
guitar. Thanks to everyone who made this evening
possible including the Fund Raising committee
chairperson Barb Popiel, her committee; Kay Canan,
Mechele Novak, Midge Myers, Carol Marotta.
Megan Worthen especially enjoyed the event
because she just had her 21st birthday and was able to
take part – it was nice having her there to join us…
The very next day, October 4th, a Blessing of the
Animals took place in the front yard of the church.
Those who attended were: Debbie Shorts and her son
Eric who br ought their dog Buddy; Joe Benek
and Renae Delvitto had their cats, Thelma,
Louise, and T.C. and two hor ses, Aztec and Sadie;
Martha & Jeff Croll br ought Fuzzy; Carol
Marotta’s dog Suzy was blessed; along with
Shirley and Mike Johnson’s cat Teddy who was
blessing in absentia. Treats for our furry friends and
not so furry friends where enjoyed after the blessing
and the horses enjoyed apples…
On October 11th members of Grace church took
part in this year’s Crop Walk. Deacon Bill Snyder
was our representative. Bill, Kathy Summy, and
Carol Marotta did the wor k and walked and
other members of the congregation pledged. We
were able to contribute $300.00 from Grace Church.
Thanks to everyone who sponsored our walkers.
Twenty five people from Ravenna & fifty from Kent
walked and a total of $6,685 dollars was pledged/
collected with 25% going to Christian Cupboard &
Kent Social Services…
Grace Church took part in the second year of
Ravenna on Display at the Ravenna High School on
Saturday, October 10th. Thanks to Carolyn Englert,
Barb Popiel, Rev. Carol, and Marsha Snyder for

manning the table and passing out candy to those
who were part of the Halloween costume contest.
Thanks to Sally and Dani Dier for the updates on
info and pictures and for making sure these new
Grace pamphlets were ready to hand out. We also
had pictures Shirley Johnson took and other
information to share. And a special thanks to Tom
Englert for pr epar ing a special computer “show”
highlighting Grace Church and our activities. It was
an enjoyable day, and we invited a lot of people to
come to Grace…
The Episcopal Church Women met, and thanks to
Nancy Ervin and Carolyn Englert for supplying a
wonderful breakfast of egg bake and fresh breads.
Once again we will have our annual Christmas
Cookie Sale that begins November 12th. The cookies
will be packed and distributed on December 19th and
20th. We are asking bakers to bake at least six dozen
cookies –more if you can – and we also need help
selling. So take the order forms to work, friends,
neighbors, and relatives. Order forms will be
available November 12th.
Decisions made at the ECW meeting included:
sending $200.00 to the Lillian Vallely Indian School
in Idaho, an Episcopal Grade School, and $100.00 to
the Center of Hope. We are also asking for gently
used children’s books (first thru fifth grade) that will
be sent to Lillian Vallely and the ECW will pay for
the shipping...
Several people attended the Jump Start
Conference in Sandusky: Bette Brooks, Kay Canan,
Reba Cook, Carol Marotta, Midge Myers,
Mechele Novak, and Rev. Carol….
Our Diocese Convention will take place on
November 13 & 14 and our delegates are: Frank &
Joan Seman and Fred Lundgren, while Marsha
Snyder will be an alter nate, all attending along
with our rector and deacon. Please keep them and all
our Grace Church family, and our diocesan family in
your prayers…
On October 23rd we enjoyed a Hymn Sing and
reception organized by Sally Dier & Kay Canan.
We especially thank all the Dier family--Sally,

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Marsha Snyder for all the lovely flower
arrangements for the altar



Shirley Johnson for her car d ministr y and let’s
not forget the cookie and soup ministry.

Marcia Splinter for ser ving as tr easur er ,
attending Vestry meetings, & keeping the books



Barb Popiel and her Fund Raising committee
for all their hard work.

Tim Splinter who “fixes” our computer
problems (printer problems, phone problems…)



John McDonald for fixing the faucet in the
sexton closet and the blades on the lawnmower.

Phillip Crouse for joining the choir and
serving as acolyte—again.



Roberta O’Keefe and the Beatty committee for
their work on Beatty allocations.

Chris Stickle who quietly ser ves Loaves and
Fishes and lets us know what she needs.



The Dier family & Kay Canan for all their
work on the Hymn Sing

Please join us in saying ‘THANK YOU” to people
serving god at Grace Church and in our community in
a variety of ways:







Vestry for their time and effor t keeping Gr ace
Church working.
Those who serve as coffee hosts.

Birthdays
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
8th

Amy Neely
Jennifer Golec
Julie Canan
Gail Richards
Mechele Novak
Stephanie Amiruzzaman
27th Chris Stickle
29th Eric Marotta

Please call the office or email us a note if you know
of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Anniversaries

Baptisms

3rd John & Mary Jean McDonald
25th Dutch & Goldie Shriver

2nd Sally Dier
Colin Thomas
Paige Thomas
6th Eleanor Blank
7th Aiden Young
17th Dani Dier
19th June Marks

Dennis, Dani & Beth—and Kay Canan for their
help. Everyone who attended appreciated all the
hard work that went into this event and we had a
good time…
Nancy & Fred Lundgren have spent time in
Texas with their son and granddaughters and then
they were off to Michigan visiting with Fred’s
brother…

Mary Jean & John McDonald wer e in
Wisconsin with their son Andy and his family…
With the end of Friday night Football, High
School marching band carriers end too for our
seniors Jenna Summy, Sammy Stickle and Eric
Splinter. Hope you had gr eat fun and made
memories for a lifetime...

The Bulletin Board

BISHOP HOLLINGSWORTH’S
VISIT TO GRACE
December 13th
Reminder: Bishop Mark Hollingsworth, Jr. will
be at Grace Church on December 13th. There
will be one 10:00 a.m. service of Holy Communion. A covered dish luncheon reception will follow to celebrate our confirmands and welcome
Bishop Hollingsworth. The bishop will meet
with those to be confirmed BEFORE the 10am
service and with the vestry and rector following
lunch.

Spread the word! Come Visit! Bring your Friends & Family!

GRACIE’S BACK DOOR
Open Saturdays!
In November Gracie’s will be open on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. in addition to Wednesdays.

We are able to do this due to the generous donations of time from Carol
Marotta, Marcia Splinter, Marsha Snyder, Shirley Johnson and Kay
Canan. A huge thank you to all of these women! We have had
enormous amounts of donations of holiday and gift items; in addition to
sets of dishes, glasses and various household times.

RAMA Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
1st Congregational Church
Sunday, Nov. 22nd 6pm

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
St. Columbanus

November 23

Columbanus was born in 543 AD in Leinster, a city in the Kingdom of Meath in Ireland. He
was well educated in grammar, geometry, and Holy Scriptures. He left home to study under
the Abbot of Cluaninis and he wrote a commentary on the Psalms. He then moved to
Bangor Abbey in Down where he remained until he was 40. With the abbot’s permission,
he and 12 companions sailed to the continent of Europe to begin missionary work there.
Columbanus and his companions were received with great favor by the king of Burgundy
and they founded a monastery there. Despite the remote location, it became a popular
pilgrimage site and attracted so many men seeking monastic vocations that two more
monasteries had to be formed to accommodate them. These communities remained under
Columbanus’ authority and their rules of life were quite austere, clearly in keeping with the
Irish tradition. As they grew, Columbanus increasingly sought greater solitude, often
retreating to a hermitage. When even this was not enough solitude, he withdrew to a cave
seven miles away, with a single companion who acted as messenger between himself and
his companions.
His devotion to the Irish way, in both rules of life for the monasteries and the date for the
observance of Easter, brought him into conflict with his bishops. He appealed to the Pope,
but before his letter could make its slow way to Rome, the Pope had died and a new one
installed. Before the new Pope could respond, Columbanus moved to Italy, outside the
jurisdiction of the French bishops.
The move to Italy was another success. The King gave Columbanus a tract of land called
Bobbio between Milan and Genoa to be used as his base as he worked for the conversion of
the Lombard people. True to his Irish Celtic heritage, the rule of life here for the monastery
here was austere but again, men flocked to him. And for centuries, it remained the
stronghold of Celtic Christianity in northern Italy.

After many years here, the King of Burgundy requested his return, now that his enemies
were all dead. Although Columbanus did not return, he begged the king to protect his
monks. Then, sensing death was near, he retired to his cave and died November 21, 615AD.
This Irish monk toiled tirelessly in Europe as a missionary of Celtic Christianity. He was no
stranger to hardship, persecution, or controversy.
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Thanksgiving
Office Clsoed
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•7pm Choir
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)
Barb Popiel (2016)
Michele Novak (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)

