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Rector’s Writ
It’s stewardship time, which means it’s also time to worship God with
gratitude and to give thanks for our blessings, as we realize ALL we have
comes from the Lord. We do well to remember that the budget, the bills, the
programs and payroll are not the reasons we give, necessary as those things
are. The idea that springs from the heart is that we give our money, talents,
and time not because God needs that giving, but because we need to give.
Giving is an act of faith; an act of gratitude; an act of boldness as we
acknowledge that ALL we have comes from God’s loving hand. It’s only
proper to give back to the One who provides countless blessings in our lives.
We’re blessed in so many ways at Grace Church. We continue to
worship and serve faithfully. We continue to give generously. Our giving
helps us to be good stewards—good managers and caretakers—of this Grace
Church family and building, all of which belong to God. We want to be
faithful stewards of the family, the physical plant, the ministries and
outreach that God is calling us to provide in and through the people of Grace
Church. We want to bring those with no church home and those who don’t
know God to know and learn of God’s goodness…here and everywhere…a
goodness and grace available to all who choose to believe.
Please consider and pray about what you’ll give out of your gratitude
for all the blessings God has given you. We will collect pledge cards and
pray over them during the Offering on Sunday, Nov. 16th. Please know
that we all share a call to be faithful stewards of God’s Church and people,
and we all share a need to give.
God’s abundant blessings to you and those you love.
Carol +

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, November 9

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
10:00 Roberta O’Keefe
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
8:00 Rick Lashley & Debbie Shorts
10:00 Hosp. Committee—Vet’s Day lunch
Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel

Sunday, November 16

Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Kathy Summy

Psalm 78:1-7
2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Tim Splinter
Gospel Matthew 25:1-13

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Steve Merrill
Greeters Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Acolyte Eric Splinter
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Coffee Hosts 8:00
10:00 Mary Jean & John McDonald
Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel
Emeritus Kathy Summy

Sunday, November 23

1st Reading

22 Pentecost

1st Reading Judges 4:1-7
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 123
2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Maynard Evan
Gospel Matthew 25:14-30

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Susan & Steve Merrill
Kevin Splinter
8:00
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel

23 Pentecost

Thanksgiving

st

1 Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Martha Croll
Psalm 100
2nd Reading Ephesians 1:15-23
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 25:31-46

LABYRINTH WORKSHOPS
With the Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress
The Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress is a leading force in the modern labyrinth
movement. She has written several books about the labyrinth and has
trained thousands of labyrinth facilitators all over the world.
Spiritual by Not Religious: Using the Labyr inth to Find Your Way,
Fri., Nov. 14th 7-9 p.m. Walking
The Healing Labyrinth: Sat. Nov. 15th 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
All events are held at Trinity Cathedral.
Register and learn more: http://trinitycleaveland.org/veriditas

Sunday, November 30

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Jenna Summy
8:00
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Sandy Ulbricht
Counters Frank Seman & Reba Cook

1 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 64: 1-9
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Steve Merrill
Gospel Mark 13:24-37

Sunday, December 7

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte David Miller
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nikki Stickle & Youth Group luncheon
Altar Guild Cindy Hoskins & Nancy Lundgren
Counters Reba Cook & Frank Seman
Emeritus Kathy Summy

2 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 40:1-11
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2nd Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Mark 1:1-8

E.C.W. News
The Episcopal Church Women met on Saturday, October 18th. Thanks to Mary Jean McDonald,
Carolyn Englert, Shirley Johnson, and Judy Canan who served the breakfast to nine members. Some of the
discussion took place regarding the funds to be given from our candy sale. It was decided that $525.00 will
be given to the church and $100.00 to Lillian Vallely School.
Our Christmas Cookie sale will begin on November 9th with sign-up sheets available. Everyone is
asked to make six dozen cookies. Orders will be due on December 7th and on December 13th we will pack
up cookies and on December 14th will be distribution day.
For the 150th anniversary the E.C.W. will be making a “Pamper Me” basket. Some of the items needed
are: foot care products, pedicure, manicure, facial products, nail polishes, fingernail kit, hair style, fancy
soaps, perfumes, lotions, body wash, chocolate, candles, etc. A box will be available in the parish hall for
these items.
For Christmas we will again ask for members of the church to bring children’s underwear and socks to
the church. A box will be in the parish hall. All items will be given to the County Clothing Center.
The E.C.W. is also collecting Box Tops for Education. Please save and give them to Mary Jean
McDonald.

Did You Know?...
The Blessing of the Animals went well this year.
Pat William’s dog Maisie and Rick Lashley & Debbie
Shorts’ dog Buddy wer e blessed at the 8:00 a.m.
service. Steve and Susan Merrill’s beautiful dog
Charlie was ver y indignant about being on a leash
and very vocal about it. And Snyder’s cat Gunner
didn’t want out of his carrier after he heard Charlie
bark. But he was forced out for a blessing. Jim and
Nancy Ervin’s granddaughter Kelly br ought her
hamster Cooper (complete with deluxe cage/apartment)
to be blessed. Charles Parsons brought his big and
beautiful orange tabby Hobbs for the blessing. We even
had some pets blessed in absentia. Judy Canan
couldn’t get new kitty Ebony in the carrier so she wrote
her name of a piece of paper. And Rev. Carol blessed
the pets of Lisa, Sarah Beth and Rachel Audet via
pictures they and Jeff had on their cell phones. They
have a bearded dragon, a cat, and dog that were too
much to bring along. And Emily Scibelli didn’t want
Rev. Carol to forget her cat, Gus (Emily’s mom was
busy in the kitchen serving the youth luncheon). Thank
you to everyone who brought and thought about their
pets for the blessing in celebration of God’s creation
and St. Francis of Assisi…
Congratulations to Lisa Audet and Jeff Marsh on
their wedding nuptials. The happy couple were united
in marriage here at Grace Church on October 11th.
Lisa’s daughters, Sarah Beth and Rachel, were her
bride’s maids and her sister Donna was her maid of
honor. Tony Worthen was the best man and Jeff Croll
was an usher. Owen was her ring bearer. Lisa’s
brother Theodore escorted her down the aisle. It was
very special to see Jeff’s father, Duane and Lisa’s
mother, Rita in attendance. The music was beautiful,
with organ and violin. And our own Tim Splinter sang
Ave Maria and the Lord’s Prayer. Lisa said this was
the first time in twenty-five years that all her family
was together. Lisa’s from Rhode Island and time and
space makes it very difficult to get a lot of people
together. But all in all it was a beautiful celebration of
Jeff and Lisa’s love…
We’re very proud of Charles Parsons and Scott
Ervin, Nancy & Jim’s son, who both r an a
marathon last month in Akron. Twenty six point two
miles; now that takes some dedication and stamina.

Laurel Brooks walked a half-marathon in Loveland,
Ohio (walked upon doctor’s advice re old knee injury)
…
Nancy & Fred Lundgren went to Texas to spend
time with their son Bill and granddaughters, Susie and
Jeanie. It was J eanie’s 10th birthday and the girls and
their friends had a great time with Jeanie’s new four
wheeler and the swimming pool & hot tub (not at the
same time) followed by a pizza party they held in back
of Bill’s pick-up truck. A real tailgate party – well they
are in Texas, and Texas is about football…
Marsha & Bill Snyder spent a Sunday after noon
at Chucky Cheese’s celebrating their grandson Noah’s
4th birthday. It’s been a long time since they’ve been at
a Chucky Cheese’s and now they know why. Yikes!!
…
Four people represented Grace Church at the Crop
Walk this year: Roberta O’Keefe, Carol Marotta, Kathy
Summy, and Bill Snyder. Bill went ear ly and
finished before the ladies got there. He says Roberta’s
too fast for him. Bill told them that the four miles last
year was shorter than the four miles this year. They
just laughed. But, Bill got a call later that day from
Kathy Summy saying that the ladies concurred that this
year’s four miles was much longer than last years.
Grace’s foursome raised $250.00 for Crop Walk.
Thanks to everyone who walked and donated…
Sammi Stickle has quite the r eputation for
styling hair and she was busy at homecoming and other
occasions as well. Be sure to take a look at pictures on
the parish hall bulletin board of Taylor Paxton and the
Stow girl’s golf team, and Jenna Summy and the
Ravenna girl’s tennis team. Kevin Splinter continues
playing football in Garrettsville (and right back to
baseball as soon as it’s over), and Eric Splinter and
Jenna Summy ar e still playing in their school bands
and keeping busy with half time programs, not to
mention serving in Grace’s choir on Sunday mornings.
Eric Splinter is back into the theatr e getting
ready for his High School’s next production. Shows are
Nov. 21st and 22nd.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Please join us in saying ‘THANK YOU” to people
serving god at Grace Church and in our community in
a variety of ways:



Roberta O’Keefe, Carol Marotta, Kathy Summy,
and Bill Snyder for representing Grace Church at
the Crop Walk.





The Poker Boys for giving their winnings to the
Center of Hope in memory of Gary Bell.



Reba Cook, Carol Marotta, Bill & Marsha
Snyder, and Carol Evans for representing Grace
Church at the Diocesan Convention Nov. 7th &
8th.



Mary Jean McDonald, Carolyn Englert, Shirley
Johnson, & Judy Canan for supplying breakfast
for the E.C.W. meeting.



Jim Ervin for replacing the U.S. flag with a new
one.



All the people bringing in non-perishable food
items for the Center of Hope, and for Bill Snyder
and Jim Ervin for delivering those items.






Reba Cook and John McDonald who shopped for
new chairs for the multi-purpose room; to John for
hauling & unloading those 13 chairs; John
McDonald and Mike Johnson for assembling the
chairs; and to all who donated funds to cover costs.
Shirley Johnson for taking great pictures, sending
out cards to the parish family, and for improving
Grace’s web site.
Shirley & Mike Johnson for their soup & cookie
ministry to so many families.
Nikki Stickle, Wilda Autry, Stacy Scibelli, and
Chris Stickle for serving the Youth lunch after
church on October 5th. It was great!



Everyone who brought their pets for the pet
blessing.



All who contributed to the Crop Walk and The
United Thank Offering.

Congratulations!

Birthdays
Amy Neely
Jennifer Golec
Julie Canan
Gail Richards
Mechele Novak
Stephanie Amiruzzaman
18th Judy Watkins
27th Chris Stickle
29th Eric Marotta

Please call the office or email us a note if you know
of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

and many happy returns...

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
8th

Baptisms
2nd
6th
7th
17th
19th
21st

Sally Dier
Eleanor Blank
Aiden Young
Dani Dier
June Marks
Frank Seman

Anniversaries
3rd John & Mary Jean McDonald
25th Dutch & Goldie Shriver

The Bulletin Board

Thanksgiving Ecumenical
Service
Sunday, Nov. 23, 6:00pm
Immaculate Conception
Church with reception &
fellowship to follow

Prayer Chain
There are hundreds of references in Scripture to prayer, it
is one thing that we are all called to do. In Luke 18:1,
Jesus told us to pray and never give up. Prayers can be
offered for others and for ourselves in a number of ways,
and one of them is our Grace Church Prayer Chain. You
may ask for prayers for a family member, a friend, or even someone
whose story prompted you to ask for prayers. You can make the request by
contacting either the church office, or Carolyn Englert at 330-527-4888 and
pindolllady@gmail.com. The request is then passed on to the 14 members of the
Prayer Chain. All requests are confidential, and you can even keep private the name
of the person for whom the prayers are requested. The Prayer Chain, on average,
gets 8 to 10 requests per month. Currently, all Prayer Chain members are contacted
by email, but phone contacts can also be made. If you are interested in joining the
Prayer Chain, please contact Carolyn Englert.

150th ANNIVERSARY RAFFLE BASKETS UPDATE
There has been a great response helping put raffle baskets together which are very
popular and a great money maker. There are two that are still in need of some
items: "children's basket" and "coffee/tea/chocolate". If you would like to help out
with these please let me know.
See Carolyn Englert if you would like to help donate an item for the "Craft" basket.
The ECW is putting together the "Pamper Me" basket- see Mary Jean McDonald.
And if anyone would like to donate another type of basket, that would be welcome
also. Some suggestions: Cleveland Browns-Marc's has the items, Doggie Basket,
Specialty Foods, Cleaning Products, Hodge Podge or any other ideas.
Thank you for your support - Barb Popiel

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Saint James the Less
Talk about an obscure disciple! Who was he? To whom was he related? Did he author the
letter attributed to him in the New Testament? Why was he called “the Less?” Was he also
James the Just? Where and how was he martyred? Honestly, there are more questions than
answers. Let’s begin with what we know—and it is precious little and brings up more
questions!
Saint James the Less is not to be confused with Saint James the brother of Saint John.
James the Less was the son of Alphaeus. And this fact leads to questions. Saint Matthew
(Levi) was also “the son of Alphaeus.” Were they brothers? We don’t know. His mother
was Mary. The Virgin Mary? Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus? Mary, a
kinswoman of the Lord’s mother? We don’t know. Was he the same James who is
identified as the Lord’s brother? We don’t know. Did he write the Letter of Saint James or
was it our Lord’s brother, a bishop of Jerusalem, or someone else? We don’t know. It
appears that our Lord called him during the second year of His ministry. Perhaps that is
why he is called “the Less.” Or maybe he was shorter than James the brother of John. Or
maybe he was younger. We don’t know.
He was not part of the inner circle but he is always included, always in the ninth position,
in any list of the Twelve. Steadfast, present and accounted for, doing the work our Lord
gave him. He was present at the Last Supper, present in the Upper Room after Christ’s
Ascension, and may have been the first disciple to see the Risen Lord.
We know he was martyred but where and by whom? One legend states that he was
crucified at Ostrakine in Lower Egypt where he was preaching. Another legend says that
Herod arrested him along with numerous other Christians in Jerusalem during persecutions
of the early church. He was taken to the top of a tower and told to renounce his faith. But
rather than renunciation, he gave a ringing testimony to the power of Christ, heard by the
hundreds who had gathered for the spectacle. Infuriated, the Romans pushed him from the
tower and, although badly injured, he moved into a kneeling position as he was stoned. A
fuller (cloth worker who used a club to soften material) in the crowd clubbed him to death.
He was buried nearby.
What can we learn from a life so obscure? Perhaps Psalm 115:1 gives us a clue.
Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory.
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