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Rector’s Writ
Every fall the Church quietly tiptoes around the necessary-but-none-toopopular topic of stewardship. Many members would rather discuss taxes, in-laws,
or athlete’s foot than giving money to the Church, especially that difficult matter
of how much is enough? Maybe the better question is how thankful and generous
do we choose to be? Speaking to 8am parishioners, Frank Seman shared an
approach to stewardship that he found helpful: “Don’t give until it hurts; give until
it feels good.”
Keeping the Biblical giving standard of the tithe (or 10%) has been and
remains a challenge for the faithful. It may take several years to reach that goal,
but it’s one worth keeping, in spite of changing times and circumstances. Lord
knows that any church has people who are raising families, people with health
issues, people who have lost jobs, and people living on fixed or reduced incomes.
Many struggle just to make ends meet. God helps us bring those “ends” together.
By grace and trust in God’s goodness, we get past the fear and scarcity mode and
make a commitment to give from the heart. We give our time, talent, and treasure
with gratitude for all the Lord has given us. For those who’ve been blessed with
enough and more, an increase in giving may be a possibility. It’s one of many
ways to provide a grateful response for blessings received.
Giving is necessary because without your offering, we couldn’t keep the doors
of Grace Church open. Yet far more than paying the bills or meeting a budget, our
pledge is an opportunity for being faithful, responsible, and generous. We can
only carry out the worship, service, and ministries we do with God’s help and your
support. The resources, talents, and gifts are among us. We just have to be
willing to share them…and invite others to join us in this journey of faith and
fellowship; loving the Lord and one another.
A letter and pledge card will be mailed out, and we ask that you return your
pledge either by mail or in the offertory plate. On November 17th, we’ll bring our
offerings to the altar with thanks to God--whose ‘loving hand has given us all we
have’-- as we prepare to enter a new church year of worship, service, fellowship,
outreach, and growth.
God’s abundant blessings and peace to you and yours.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, November 3

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte Kevin Splinter
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Chris Stickle & Loretta Reigelman
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Counters Fred Lundgren & Jeff Marsh
Emeritus Kathy Summy

Sunday, November 10

Psalm 149
2nd Reading Ephesians 1:11-23
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Luke 6:20-31

25 Pentecost

1st Reading Haggai 1:15b—2:9
Jeff Croll
Psalm 145:1-5, 18-22
2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Martha Croll
Gospel Luke 20:27-38

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin
Acolyte Eric Splinter
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA
10:00 Paige, Taylor & Lisa Paxton
Counters Cathy Mansor & Barb Popiel
Emeritus Bill Snyder

Sunday, November 24

1st Reading Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Fred Lundgren

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Greeters John & Mary Jean McDonald
Acolyte Kevin Splinter
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy& Fred Lundgren
Counters Fred Lundgren & Jeff Marsh

Sunday, November 17

All Saints’ Sunday

1st Reading Isaiah 65:17-25
Maynard Evans
Canticle 9
2nd Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Cathy Mansor
Gospel Luke 21:5-19

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Roberta O’Keefe
Greeters David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Acolyte TBD
Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Fred Lundgren & Jeff Marsh

26 Pentecost

Thanksgiving

1st Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Jeff Croll
Psalm 100:1-4
2nd Reading Philippians 4:4-9
Kathy Summy
Gospel John 6:25-35

Sunday, December 1

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy& Fred Lundgren
Acolyte Jeff Marsh
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Frank & Joan Seman
10:00 Chris Stickle & Loretta Reigelman
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Cathy Mansor & Frank Seman

1 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 122
2nd Reading Romans 13:11-14
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 24:36-44

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures for ever!” (Ps. 107:1)
Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us.
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea…
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ…
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends…
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve…
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play…

Baptisms
2nd
6th
7th
17th
19th
21st

Congratulations!

Sally Dier
Eleanor Blank
Aiden Young
Dennis Dier
June Marks
Frank Seman

and many happy returns...
Birthdays
1st
2nd
3rd
8th

Amy Neely
Jennifer Golec
Julie Canan
Mechele Novak
Stephanie Amiruzzaman
18th Judy Watkins
24th Eddie Stewart
27th Chris Stickle

Anniversaries
3rd John & Mary Jean McDonald
25th Dutch & Goldie Shriver

Did You Know?...
Judy Watkins’ grandson Brandon Higgins is a
freshman at Hudson High School and playing on the
freshman football team. He’s a punter and their second
string quarterback. He’s also recovered nicely from a
concussion he received earlier this year. Brandon is
spending time with grandma to help her pack for her
move. Judy will spend the winter in Florida; when she
gets back she’ll be moving to Laurel Lakes, in Hudson…
Please keep Phillip Crouse and his family in your
prayers. He’s been deployed to Afghanistan and arrived
last month…
The Blessing of the Animals went very well this year.
The Vestry thought it would be a good idea to have the
service in the church during the regular 8:00 and 10:00
services instead of later in the afternoon. And all went
very well. Jamie Popiel’s dog Bruno was very busy and
interested to see what was behind the altar, Sue Ahrens
brought her white poodle Lilly, and Lilly did not want to
leave Sue’s lap, Cathy Mansor and her grandson Zachary
had Cathy’s dog Penny with them. The Snyder’s brought
Gunner; The Splinter’s had their two dogs Jack &
Katie. Nikki Stickle had their dog Coco along with
her baby kitten Charlie, and boy does he need blessed.
He’s the kitten someone left on their door step; but he’s
doing great thanks to Nikki and the Stickle family’s good
care. At the eight o’clock service Kathy Summy had her
two dogs Bentley and Topper, Mechele Novak fr om
Bucky, and Pat Williams and her dog Mazy wer e in
attendance. So all in all we had quite a collection of dogs
and cats and not an accident among them…
The Sit and Stitch group met at Judy Canan’s home.
Judy underwent surgery on her hand and was unable to
drive and feeling a bit lonely; so the group thought it
would be a good idea to have lunch at Judy’s. Everyone
brought something -- and it was a real interesting lunch,
sloppy joe’s, pizza, tuna macaroni salad and lots of
desserts. Everyone was in a “carb coma” when they left
Judy’s house…
Have you visited our website lately? If you haven’t
you should! Shirley Johnson has been working with our
webmaster and you’ll have to take a look – its’ great. Our
website is graceravenna.org check it out…
Welcome our new organist Tim Lewicki. Martha
Croll will be the choir dir ector . We ar e looking
forward to hearing the choir again. It’s been a long
time…
Mary Jean and John McDonald had two

grandchildren in the homecoming court of their school.
Granddaughter Ashley Stillman is a senior at Waterloo
High School and grandson David was on the sophomore
court at Nordonia High School . Very popular kids…
Many thanks to Tim Splinter for all the work he’s done
on the new computers. Getting them set up and trying to
teach old dogs new tricks…
On October 12th Grace Church hosted our 3rd Annual
Wine Tasting event. Susan and Steve Merrill shared their
knowledge and wisdom and had a wonderful program
comparing wines grown in different areas. We tasted
wines from France & California and of course Portage
County. Believe it or not Portage County has some nice
wines. Thanks to the committee: Barb Popiel, Joan
Seman, Cathy Mansor, and Sally Dier for their har d
work and organizing everything from tickets, food, wine,
door prizes and advertising. Thanks to those who
provided food, gave funds to pay for wine, those who set
up and especially those who cleaned up. The 50/50 prize
was won by Shirley Johnson and the door prizes were
won by Judy Canan, Bill & Marsha Snyder, Pat Williams,
Kay Wise, Elizabeth Magrell, and Neil Hargrave. And
we do have to thank those who gave the door prizes for
this event. It was a great evening – please don’t miss it
next year.

Prayer Chain
There are hundreds of references in Scripture to
prayer, it is one thing that we are all called to do. In
Luke 18:1, Jesus told us to pray and never give up.
Prayers can be offered for others and for ourselves in a
number of ways, and one of them is our Grace Church
Prayer Chain. You may ask for prayers for a family
member, a friend, or even someone whose story
prompted you to ask for prayers. You can make the
request by contacting either the church office, or
Carolyn
Englert
at
330-527-4888
and
pindolllady@gmail.com. The request is then passed
on to the 14 members of the Prayer Chain. All
requests are confidential, and you can even keep
private the name of the person for whom the prayers
are requested. The Prayer Chain, on average, gets 8 to
10 requests per month. Currently, all Prayer Chain
members are contacted by email, but phone contacts
can also be made. If you are interested in joining the
Prayer Chain, please contact Carolyn Englert.

Thank you . . .
Please accept my sincere Thank You for the wondrous retirement celebration you provided me on September
1st. As the days go by following, I remain completely awestruck. For the past twelve years I have had the privilege of being your organist and choir director . . . I miss that already. I’ve known all along what a very special
congregation you are. The friendships, the caring, and the support of my ministry among you has never been
found elsewhere in my 54 years as a church musician.

The thoughtfulness and work that I know went into your planning for my celebration is awesome.
You really outdid yourselves. The decorations in the parish hall. The array of good food (a staple of
any meal at Grace). The beautiful (and delicious) cake. The sound system in the hall that was truly a
gift. Your warm welcome of my family members there that day. The wonderful scrapbook with all
your cards and good wishes . . . what a treasure. In addition to all that, the monetary gift you gave me,
that is so very generous and appreciated. And then you topped it all off with a champagne toast! Incredible!
I wish only the best for Grace Church and for each and every one of you in the coming months and
years.
“Let every instrument be tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always.
Alleluia. Amen.”

Mary Ann Switz
My apologies to Mary Ann. I had this last month, but lost track of it somehow while assembling the Gracevine.
- Tim

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


To those who brought their dogs and cats to the
Blessing of the Animals on October 6th



To the Poker boys for contributing to the United
Thank Offering this month.



To Martha Croll for leading the choir this year &
helping with hymns and music.



To Nancy Lundgren & Sally Dier for all their work
in Gracie’s



To Carolyn Englert for her constant work on the
Prayer Chain



To Nancy & Jim for the fine work as our Sextons



To Shirley Johnson for working so diligently on the
website



To those who host coffee hour every month



To Steve & Susan Merrill for their presentation at
the Wine Tasting Event



To Roberta O’Keefe for offering to be the U.T.O.
chairperson



To Loretta Reigelman and Chris Stickle for serving
the congregation lunch on the first Sunday of the
month.



To Bill Snyder and Kathy Summy for serving
Eucharist to the folks at Emeritus twice a month.
Please call the office or email us a note if you know
of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

The Bulletin Board
Fall-a day Retreat
Coming this Fall-a day retreat on
Prayer. This will be held on a
Saturday during either
November or early December,
and the topic will be prayer of all
types. It will run from 9 in the
morning, until 2 or so in the
afternoon, bring your own
brown bag lunch. Please see
Carolyn Englert if you are
interested in attending.

E.C.W. Cookie Sale
I know that Christmas seems far off, but
it is never too early to plan the annual
Christmas Cookie Sale! I will have signup sheets out in the Parish Hall for our
volunteer cookie bakers. There will be a
number of cookie types that we need as
well as free-choice slots. I will need 6
dozen from each baker, and please feel
free to do an extra six! Order sheets will
be out also, and orders are due by December 8th, with packing done on the 14th
and distribution on the 15th. The ECW
gives the proceeds of this sale to local
charities as well as giving back to Grace
Church.

November 24th
7:00 PM
Grace Church will host
Ravenna’s Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service &
Celebration.
A reception will follow in the parish
hall. Cookies and volunteers are
needed. Please plan to attend.

Episcopal Church Women
Meeting
November 9th
At 9:00 a.m.
A speaker from the Center of Hope will
share with us their ministry.
The ECW is once again sponsoring a
collection of children's underwear and
socks for the County Clothing Center
for Christmas. Collection boxes will
be in the Narthex and in the Parish
Hall. The first Sunday in Dec. is the
deadline. Donations may also be given
to Marsha in the office or to Mary Jean
McDonald. And thank you for your
continued participation in this
worthwhile outreach.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
All Souls Day

November 2

Miss Mabel Brown.
Miss Mary Feree.
Methodist Orphanage.
Raleigh, NC.

This ditty set the rhythm for everything from folding diapers in the Babies’ Cottage to double
dutch jumprope to milking the cows on the Orphanage farm. These 2 saintly women were called
matrons, a harsh word to our ears. But their work, their faith, and their great goodness indelibly
imprinted hundreds of children in North Carolina—and beyond. Since Mabel Brown remained at
the Methodist Home the longest, this column will be about her.
Mabel, born August 27, 1898, and her younger sister Josephine, came to the Home in 1906. She
was educated at the elementary and high school that was located at the Home and she graduated in
1918. Unsure of her direction in life, she was asked to remain as an assistant matron in the Baby
Cottage, and she accepted. She was already a fixture at the Home when my mother arrived in
1928. Warm and loving but a strict disciplinarian, she never developed the reputation of “dogooder” that many of the matrons did—she herself was an orphan and she could draw on her own
experiences to ease a new child into the Home’s routines.
When the Methodist Conference decided to close the centralized Methodist Home for Children in
Raleigh and move to local cottages throughout the conference, Mabel decided that it was time to
retire. She was, by then, in her early 80s. There are no monuments dedicated to her, no buildings
carrying her name, no scholarships in her honor. However, her funeral in August 1995 was held in
the largest Methodist church building in the conference; it was too small to hold the “boys and
girls” who attended. Her eulogy was delivered, not by the minister, but by one of “her boys.” She
always considered her greatest treasure to be the name the children called her, even as adults—
Muh, the first syllable of “mother.”
Author’s note: As the daughter of a Home girl, I grew up knowing and loving Muh, but was
confused about her relation to my mother. Although they were distantly related (and I do mean
“distantly”!), my mother taught me the powerful lesson of a “family of love.” I wear Josephine’s
pearls, a gift from Muh when I married David, and occasionally set my table with Jo’s silver. Muh
owned little and gave away what she inherited from Jo.
Prayer (Contemporary language):
O God, the Maker and Redeemer of all believers: Grant to the faithful departed the unsearchable
benefits of the passion of your Son; that on the day of his appearing they may be manifested as
your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and ever. Amen
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17 26 Pentecost
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•8am HE
•9am Coffee
9:15 Adult Chr. Ed
9:45 Chr. Ed
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

24 Last Pent.
25
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
9:15 Adult Chr. Ed
9:45 Chr. Ed
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

•1-3pm
Sit & Stitch

•7pm Vestry
Meeting

•1-3pm
Sit & Stitch
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10 25 Pentecost 11
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
9:15 Adult Chr. Ed
9:45 Chr. Ed
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee
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5
ELECTION DAY

Mon

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir

27
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir

20
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir
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Wed

•10-Noon Grace
hosts RAMA
meeting

THANKSGIVING

28

•8am Retired
Men’s Breakfast
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Thurs

The Grace Vine

All Saints
4
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
9:15 Adult Chr. Ed
9:45 Chr. Ed
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

Sun
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ALL SAINT’S
DAY

29

22

15

•10-2
County Clothing
Center

6:30 Poker Boys
At Church
8

1

Fri

ALL SOUL’S
DAY

•9am
ECW Breakfast
Meeting

30

23

16

9

Daylight savings
ends tonight

2
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Mary Ann Switz—Organist/Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Cathy Mansor (2013)
Jeff Marsh (2013)
Barb Popiel (2013)
Reba Cook (2014)
John McDonald (2014)
Midge Myers (2014)
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)

