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Rector’s Writ
The death and resurrection of Jesus provide us with not just a season,
but a lifetime of joy, love, hopefulness, and new life. We celebrate the Lord’s
resurrection and our redemption, and we recall how our praise and prayers
should be ongoing. We realize that worship, service, and following Christ’s
ways will never be out of season. We know from experience that we need
God’s goodness, Christ’s grace, and the Spirit’s guidance to abide in their
love with any consistency. We know also that we need a church community
so that we might grow in our love of God and one another.
Data and demographics tell us that roughly 75% of the people in the
Ravenna area are unchurched or have minimal connections with a church.
We can’t just assume that people aren’t interested or that church is not a
priority. We can hope that plenty of people would be interested in what Grace
Church has to offer, IF THEY KNEW how important it is to build and keep a
close relationship with God and to be part of the worship, fellowship, and
service of the Church family. We can’t judge what people need or why they
keep distant from church. What we CAN do is INVITE people—family,
friends, neighbors—to come to church, meet them at the door, sit with them,
introduce them to people, and help them to feel comfortable. The invitation
must be followed with a welcome that includes the above actions or whatever
it takes to help people feel as though they belong. Our welcome should be such
that people will feel connected, accepted, and find they’d like for Grace to be
their church home, too.
Please be sure to read the letter Rick Taylor has written regarding
growth and membership. Rick has some good ideas, energy, and passion for
God and the Church, and we have a good group to work on growing our
membership and our faith. Grace Church has been here 151 years. We will
continue to be God’s church and people. We will continue to be part of God’s
family. We trust that God will provide opportunities for us to INVITE and
WELCOME people (wherever they are on their journey) to join us for worship,
fellowship, service, and growth. We give thanks for your prayers and efforts
to help growth happen.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, May 1

8:00 &10:00 AM Morning Prayer

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Jim Ervin
Kevin Splinter
Barb Popiel & Cindy Ward
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Mary Jean & John McDonald
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse

Sunday, May 8
Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Acts 16:9-15
Martha Croll
Psalm 67
2nd Reading Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
Jeff Croll
Gospel John 5:1-9

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Mother’s Day
The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Jeff Marsh
Barb Popiel & Cindy Ward
8:00 Family Breakfast
10:00 Hospitality Committee

Sunday, May 15

6 Easter

7 Easter

st

1 Reading Acts 16:16-34
Kathy Summy
Psalm 97
2nd Reading Revelation 22:12-14,
16-17, 20-21
Tim Splinter
Gospel John 17:20-26

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Steve & Susan Merrill
Jenna Summy
Barb Popiel & Cindy Ward
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Taylor, Paige, & Lisa Paxton
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse

Day of Pentecost

1st Reading Acts 2:1-21
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 104:25-35, 37
2nd Reading Romans 8:14-17
Eric Splinter
Gospel John 14:8-17, 25-27

UNITED THANK OFFERING
May 22, 2016
Please use the enveloped in the pews and on the table in back of
the church to take part in this spring’s ingathering. Any amount
will be appreciated. The United Thank offering has been part of
Grace Church and the National Episcopal Church for many years
and with funds collected it enables us to help people from all over
the world and in our own communities. Take a box (they are on
the table in back of the church) and every time you’re thankful for
one of God’s blessings put a coin in the blue box. At the fall ingathering we will collect those coins. Please be generous.

Sunday, May 22
Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Eric Splinter
Barb Popiel & Cindy Ward
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Steve & Susan Merrill

Sunday, May 29

Trinity Sunday

1st Reading Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 8
2nd Reading Romans 5:1-5
Steve Merrill
Gospel John 16:12-15

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Kevin Splinter
Barb Popiel & Cindy Ward
8:00 TBD
10:00 Gail Richards & Doris Whipple
Counters Jeff Croll & Phillip Crouse

2 Pentecost

1st Reading 1 Kings 18:20-39
Martha Croll
Psalm 96
2nd Reading Galatians 1:1-12
Jeff Croll
Gospel Luke 7:1-10

Sunday, June 5

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Jenna Summy
Jane Gear-Jozsa & Marsha Snyder
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Cindy Ward & Marsha Snyder
Counters Barb Popiel & Jeff Croll

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
9:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 21st
All the women of Grace Church are invited to
attend the ECW breakfast meeting on
Saturday, May 21st. It will be a (byob) bring
your own breakfast; coffee and juice will be
provided. Some of the discussion that will
take place will involve Lillian Vallely school,
United Thank Offering Spring In-gathering,
and ongoing and some new projects. Hope to
see you all there. A sign-up sheet will be
available in the parish hall.

3 Pentecost

1st Reading 1 Kings 17:8-24
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 146
2nd Reading Galatians 1:11-24
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Luke 7:11-17

Congratulations & God’s Blessings
to our 2016 Graduates:
Eric Splinter, Jenna Summy,
Samantha Stickle, and Georgia Golec
“O God, you are the source of wisdom, love,
and inspiration: send out your light and guide
us. Give us a deep and clear knowledge of
ourselves; help us to a growing knowledge of
our world; confirm in us the holiness of your
truth. Strengthen and lead us toward noble and
wise thinking, gracious and faithful deeds, and
an abiding trust in your will and purpose for
our lives; in the Name of your beloved Son we
pray and give you thanks. Amen.”

Did You Know?...
We had a beautiful Easter day and thanks to so many
people who made it perfect. We’ll begin with the altar
guild members who came on the Saturday before Easter to
clean the sanctuary: Nancy Lundgren, Cindy Hoskins,
Barb Popiel, Carol Marotta, Shirley & Mike Johnson
and Rev. Carol. Shir ley and Rev. Car ol wer e on their
hands and knees cleaning the area in front of the altar
getting wax and “stuff” off the floor. Nancy cleaned
behind the altar, Mike shop vacuumed under the organ and
chairs, choir area, kneeler cushions, and any other spot he
could find. Barb, Carol Marotta, and Cindy cleaned the
altar, the communion rail and choir pews and other areas.
The altar and all the furniture were cleaned along with
cushions and whatever they could find. Nancy referred to
it as a real bucket and rag brigade.
After that was finished, they decorated with all the
flowers purchased in memory and/or thanksgiving by:
Eleanor Blank, Judy Canan, Carolyn & Ken Englert,
Cindy Hoskins, Bud & Janet Hughes, Carol Marotta,
Fred & Nancy Lundgren, Elizabeth Webb, Charles
Parsons, Courtney & Phil Rich, Frank & Joan Seman,
Bill & Marsha Snyder, Linda Stover and her family,
Cindy & Gary Ward, Pat Williams, and Jeane Wolcott.
And thanks to Bill Snyder for assisting wife Marsha in
picking up and delivering all those flowers.
Thanks to the choir: Marcia, Tim, & Eric Splinter, Jeff
Croll, Phillip Crouse, Kathy & Jenna Summy, and
Marsha Snyder for all their wor k and pr actice time
bringing to us some wonderful music. We especially want
to thank our choir director Martha Croll, and organist Tim
Lewicki.
Many thanks to Chris Stickle for ordering all the
goodies for the egg hunt and the craft table and to her girls
Nikki and Sammi for filling those eggs for our
traditional Easter egg hunt after the 10 a.m. service. Chris
had a craft table available for any child that wanted to
participate. And thanks to the “Easter Bunny” who hid all
those eggs.
Thanks to Nancy & Jim Ervin who ordered and picked
up a beautiful cake that they served to our parishioners and
guests after both the 8:00 and 10:00 service. We especially
want to thank Rev. Carol for all her wonderful love and
support to everyone here at Grace and for making this a
place we all want to be part of. For her work all through
Holy week (a service was held every day) and ended with a
most glorious day. Thank you Carol!! And thankfully not
all this work went unnoticed. The church was full on
Easter day, it was wonderful seeing so many people here…

Our resident thespians Eric Splinter and Jenna Summy
completed the last of many plays of their high school life.
Eric took on a lead role in Thoroughly Modern Millie at
Garfield High School and Jenna Summy was in the cast of
Honk with the community theater. Both seniors will be
missed next year but they are looking forward to their
futures in college. We have four seniors this year
graduating from high school Eric, Jenna, Samantha Stickle
and Georgia Golec. Geor gia is on her way to Ohio
University in Athens. Sammi will soon be taking her state
board exam to be licensed to practice cosmetology and will
study at Northcoast. Eric will be attending Clarkson
University in New York and Jenna will be off to Kent
State. We wish the very best to all our graduates and I
know the two choir members, Eric & Jenna, will be dearly
missed…
Debbie Shorts & Rick Lashley took an Atlantic
cruise to Europe. They visited ports in Portugal, Spain,
France, and England. They especially loved the quaint
little fishing villages and their river boat ride down the
Seine in Paris…
Amir & Stephanie Amiruzzaman will be tr aveling to
Bangladesh to visit with Amir’s family. They are both
looking forward to the long over-due visit and Stephanie is
especially looking forward to the good food…
And this month Tim, Yuka, and Joji Lewicki are
traveling to Japan to visit Yuka’s family. I’m sure Yuka’s
parents will be more than delighted seeing them, as they
have never met their grandson Joji and they will be so
pleased to meet him, he’s adorable…
Nancy & Fred Lundgren and gr anddaughter Taylor
Paxton will be dr iving to Texas to visit with son Bill
and his girls Jeanie and Susie…
Thanks to Janet & Bud Hughes who donated a large
coffee pot and cups to the church kitchen. I’m sure they’ll
come in handy…
Thanks to the E.C.W. members who boxed up nine
boxes of children’s book that were sent to the Lillian
Vallely School library in Blackfoot, Idaho. The children
will really enjoy these books and we need to thank
everyone for their generous donations. And thanks to Bill
Snyder who took all those heavy boxes of books to the
post office and to the ECW for paying the postage…
We want to wish a very happy birthday to our oldest
church member. Elizabeth Webb will be 102 on May 9th.
Elizabeth and her family have been members here since
1952 and she also served as church secretary from 19521971. HAPPY BIRTHDAY ELIZABETH!!

From the Membership and Growth Committee
To all parishioners:
As our church life takes us through the Sundays
of Easter and beyond, many of us joyfully anticipate
another chance to grow flowers and vegetables,
prune our fruit trees, and cultivate our gardens, large
or small, plots or pots. It’s in our nature, in our spirit,
in our inner most feeling of what it means to be
alive! Our parish life is like this, too.
There is excitement about doing some growing in
our membership at Grace Episcopal. Several folks
have been meeting to take a very proactive approach
to one of the tenets of our mission, to reach out to
individuals and families who have been or were
active in our church, but no longer seem to be, and
also to reach out to people in our area who do not
have a church home. This is a big task; nonetheless,
as in gardening, small steps in preparation and
planning can yield spectacular results!
It is important that everyone in the Grace
Episcopal family understands the proactive part of
this project. If you come to church regularly, and we
hope you do, you have noticed that there is ample
pew space, at both services. It’s like wasted space in
a garden. Our “growth people” will be inviting folks
to join us, and hopefully be filling some of the pew
space with souls that will take hold and thrive in our
“garden.”
Everyone can help simply by being polite (no
problem, here), being welcoming (again, no

problem), and by being just a little bit restrained. We
don’t want to go overboard, as in prying about
special talents, asking about willingness to serve on
committees, and so on. What is important is that
new comers first become comfortable just coming to
church.
Just coming to church is no small achievement!
God’s love is precious! When we think about all of
the wisdom of the Bible, The BCP, our heritage and
Christian traditions, our place in history, our church
calendar, and countless elements of our worship
service and our outreach missions, there is a lot
going on in our garden! Newcomers, as well as folks
returning, can easily be overwhelmed. Inviting
people just to come to church is our goal for now.
If you know of people who should be invited to
Grace Episcopal, please invite them to come to a
service and speak to Carol, or a member of our group
so that we can identify them and be prepared to
welcome them. If you would like to be more
involved in this project, please let us know. Also, we
are always open to suggestions and comments. Our
garden will grow with everyone’s love and tending,
and who knows what joy and beauty it will yield!
Membership & Growth Committee Members:
Rick Taylor, Chairperson, The Rev. Carol Evans,
Frank Seman, Barb Popiel, Carol Marotta, Bill
Snyder, and Marsha Snyder

Congratulations!
Birthdays
Carolyn Englert
Tim Splinter
4th
Laurel Brooks
6th
Charles Parsons
9th
Elizabeth Webb
15th Midge Myers
Phyllis Shorts
16th Marsha Snyder
22nd Gerry Rich
23rd Eleanor Blank
26th Kenneth Englert
27th Joan Seman
Bill Shorts, Sr.

and many happy returns...

3rd

Anniversaries
1st Bill & Marsha Snyder
17th Tim & Yuka Lewicki

Baptisms
7th
11th
13th
18th

Irene Machisko
Kathy Summy
Nancy Lundgren
Amanda Brooks
Beverly Brooks
20th Paige Paxton
28th Marcia Splinter

The Bulletin Board
Mother’s Day
Family Breakfast
(And everyone is part of the family!)
Nancy Ervin and our Grace Hospitality Group will
host a Mother’s Day Family Breakfast at 9am in
the Parish Hall on Sunday, May 8th.
Please bring your family and plan to join us!

BEATTY REPORT
EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS OF APPRECIATION RECEIVED IN 2015
FROM HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF PORTAGE COUNTY: R achel K erns, Exec.
Director wrote:
“Habitat for Humanity of Portage County wants to sincerely thank you for your
generous donation of $1,500.00… We are also thankful for the prayers you pledge to us. We
plan on using this money to assist in the renovation of a home for a partner family who is in
need of a handicapped accessible home.”
FROM SKEELS VERNON L. MATHEWS COMMUNITY CENTER: Sharon
Sanders, Director wrote:
“I would like to thank you for your generous donation…of $500.00. We will use this
donation towards our Summer Youth Development Program, ages 4-16; which is an 8 week
program, Monday – Friday from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm.
This donation will be used to purchase a much needed television and a DVD player
for our various programs/activities such as alcohol/drug abuse, safe sex practices/venereal
diseases, fire safety & being home alone, educational activities, suicide prevention, ‘making
wise decisions and the consequences when you don’t.’”
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Trinity Sun.
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•8:45 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

2 Pentacost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

29

22

•7pm Vestry
Meeting

Mon

30
Memorial Day
Office Closed

16

Pentecost
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•8:45 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

15

9

6 Easter
•8am MP
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am MP
•11:15 Coffee

2

8 7 Easter
•8am HE
•9am Mother’s
Day Breakfast
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

1

Sun

May

31

24

17

•1-3pm Sit
& Stitch

•1-3pm Sit
& Stitch
•7pm Growth and
Membership
Committee

10

3

Tues

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
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•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

18

11

4

Wed

26

•8am Retired
Men’s Breakfast

19

12

5

Thurs

The Grace Vine

27

20

13

6

•6:30 Poker
Boys

Fri

•9am ECW
Breakfast
Meeting

Church Audit

28

21

14

7

Sat
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Barb Popiel (2016)
Fred Lundgren (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)

