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Rector’s Writ
When the church calls us to the observance of a holy Lent as part of the Ash
Wednesday service, it’s helpful to consider and pray about what our observance
will be. Some of us have the favorite ‘give up’ as a discipline and make an effort to
do without sweets, chocolate, Coke, or alcohol during Lent. Some people prefer to
take on an added spiritual discipline of prayer or holy reading. Some decide to do
a needed service in the Church or community, or for a neighbor.
One of the important things to remember is why we undertake these
disciplines. The early Church took to the custom of preparing for the Lord’s
passion and resurrection by recognizing our need for renewal and forgiveness.
The Ash Wednesday liturgy reads, “…the whole congregation was put in mind of
the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of
the need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and
faith.” Keeping a holy Lent includes some not so light hearted tasks: “selfexamination and repentance; …prayer, fasting, and self-denial; reading and
meditating on God’s holy Word.” (quotes, BCP, p. 265)
It’s not an easy thing to look closely at our lives and our faith. The light of
Christ that shines within and through us can also show us what needs to be
forgiven or changed. It might reveal old habits that need to die so something new
and life giving can take their place. The Greek word for repent simply means to
turn around or away from. Part of our Lenten journey is to keep our hearts in
line with God’s will and purpose, as individuals and as a Church family. With
God’s help, we turn away from what draws us from the love of God in Christ, and
turn toward all that brings us closer to the Lord. That’s a pretty good way of
defining if something is helpful or not in faithful living.
Whatever we decide to give up or take on, may our Lenten journey be one of
faith, fellowship, and doing what keeps our hearts “fixed” on God.
Carol+
“Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.”
(Collect for 5th Sunday in Lent, BCP p. 219)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, March 1

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Nancy Lundgren & Laurie Barney
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich
Counters Phillip Crouse & TBA

1 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 32
2nd Reading Romans 5:12-19
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11

Sunday, March 8

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Lundgren & Laurie Barney
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Phillip Crouse & TBA

Sunday, March 15

1st Reading Genesis 12:1-4a
Jack Sarver
Psalm 121
2nd Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Karen Krofta
Gospel John 3:1-17

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Nancy Lundgren & Laurie Barney
8:00 Stefanie & Amir Amiruzzaman
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Phillip Crouse & TBA

2 Lent

3 Lent

1st Reading Exodus 17:1-7
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 95
2nd Reading Romans 5:1-11
Tim Splinter
Gospel John 4:5-42

Stepping Up to Leadership
Grace will be hosting our third Stepping Up to Leadership
Conference for middle schoolers on Saturday, March 7th
beginning at 9am. The presentations will be interactive
and engaging for the students. Based on feedback from
last year’s program, the sessions will include useful info
and discussion about two topics of concern for many
middle school students: Bullying and Internet Safety.
Following the two sessions, students will be asked to do
evaluations, to include ideas for next year’s topics.
Those attending will enjoy a pizza lunch at 11:45am.

Rick Taylor and Kay Wise have already sent out letters to
middle school counselors of Portage County asking them
to identify students who would be interested in providing
leadership to their peers and attending this program. Our
thanks to all who have volunteered or will be volunteering
to help with the event. The program is of interest and
beneficial to youth who participate. It’s also a good way
to get Grace Episcopal Church’s name and concerns out
to people well beyond our doors.

Sunday, March 22

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Nancy & Jim Ervin
Gerry Rich
Nancy Lundgren & Laurie Barney
8:00 TBA
10:00 Doris Whipple & Gail Richards
Counters Phillip Crouse & TBA

Sunday, March 29

4 Lent

1st Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Jeff Croll
Psalm 23
2nd Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Joanne Sarver
Gospel John 9:1-41

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Nancy Lundgren & Laurie Barney
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Phillip Crouse & TBA

5 Lent

1st Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
Martha Croll
Psalm 130
2nd Reading Romans 8:6-11
Kathy Summy
Gospel John 11:1-45

Sunday, April 5

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich
Counters TBA

Palm Sunday

1st Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a
Nancy Lundgren

Psalm 31:9-16
2nd Reading Philippians 2:5-11
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 26:14-27:66

Lenten Soup Suppers, Fellowship, and Program
Beginning Tuesday, March 3rd we will meet in the
Parish Hall for our Lenten Gatherings. The study is from
“The Great Courses” on religion. It’s centered around
Jesus’ life and identity or roles. It includes early traditions
and beliefs, then follows with focus on the Jesus each of
the four gospel writers observed. We’ll have a light
dinner of soup from 6-6:30pm. At 6:30 we’ll begin the
study, which will include a CD/TV lecture from Professor
& author Bart Ehrman, followed by discussion, and we’ll
conclude with Compline.

Please plan to join us for any or all of the series,
which includes:

We’ll have a sign-up sheet for those who’d like to
bring soup (2 folks per week) and for those who plan to
attend. The series will be led by the rector and Carolyn
Englert, and all are welcome to take part in the
discussions.

March 31st, 6pm John—Jesus the Man from Heaven

March 3rd: *6:30pm The Earliest Traditions About Jesus
(*Program & Compline only, due to Community Dinner)
March 10th, 6pm Mark—Jesus the Suffering Son of God
March 17th, 6pm Matthew—Jesus the Jewish Messiah
March 24th, 6pm Luke—Jesus the Savior of the World

Did You Know?...
Nancy & Jim Ervin are so proud of their granddaughter
Kenzie Ervin and niece Abby Miano, one of Cindy Ward’s
girls. Kenzie and Abby are on Ravenna’s sixth grade girl’s
basketball team. And the team won the recent two day
tournament they participated in. Their coach is, Kenzie’s dad
Mike Ervin, and that’s always nice to have a father who’s
encouraging and is willing to take the time and make the effort
to be part of their activities…
Courtney Rich certainly enjoyed her time with her father
and brother in Florida. She said she spent time at the beach –
one of her favorite things…
Our new lectors, Karen Krofta and Jack & Joanne Sarver
are doing a wonderful job, along with our regular lectors.
Thanks for sharing your talents!....
Thanks to our new vestry members Amir Amiruzzaman,
Cathy Potisuk, and Phil Rich for being willing to serve Grace
Church for the next three years. And a special thanks to those
members who have recently completed their three year terms:
Rick Taylor (Sr. Warden), Nancy Lundgren (Jr. Warden), and
Carol Marotta (Clerk). Talk about some big shoes to be filled
this year, but our current members are up to the task!...
Judy Watkins sends her best to everyone at Grace. Judy
fell in November and broke her right arm and had to have a
partial hip replacement. Her recovery is going well. She’s had
good care and the convenience of having physical therapy on
the premises at Laurel Lakes. She’s trying to cut back and not
be as busy as she was prior to the fall. Judy was blessed with
good help and visits from family and friends. The experience
has made her glad to be left handed!...
Carolyn Englert is so proud of her daughter Beki who
graduated from Tarleton State University in Texas with a

Birthdays
1st
3rd
4th
6th
11th

Bette Brooks
Amelia Golec
Lisa Marsh
Cherry Monegan
Madison Ahrens
Doug Holzschuh
14th Amanda Brooks
Beverly Brooks
Carol Marotta
Shala Kearsey
Noah Crouse
Carol Marotta
22nd Rodney Stickle
29th Aleo Amiruzzaman

Summa Cum Laude pin. Quite an accomplishment for a single
mom with three children. Congratulations Beki!!...
Kay Canan & Sally Dier, members of the Visibility
Project, have been very busy. They have been making Easter
Candy and will be making it every weekend in March and
April. Order forms are in the parish hall after each Sunday
service. Sally and Kay also organized and were main chefs for
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner February 25th. On top of
that they’re laying plans and recruiting volunteers for a Garage
Sale and a Downton Abby Tea this summer. We’ll be looking
forward to all these events!...
Lisa & Jeff Marsh have been very busy with daughters
Sarah Beth & Rachel who are in involved in many school
activities and sports. Lisa & Jeff don’t seem to mind the busyness and encourage the talents each daughter has in academics
and athletics: Sarah Beth at Kent State and Rachel at her high
school…
Cathy Potisuk is so excited about her birthday gift this
summer. Her son Matt is taking her to a Rolling Stones concert
in Cleveland. You better go and see them now, it’s no telling
how long old Mick can last…but we’ve been saying that for
years now…
Pat Williams continues to recover from her broken wrist.
She’s driving short distances and is glad to be back at church.
We’re glad to have Pat back with the 8 o’clock family! We’re
also glad to have Jeff Croll back with the 10 o’clock family.
Jeff was hospitalized before and following major surgery. He’s
been recovering at home and gradually getting his strength
back. February 16th was his first Sunday back at Grace in
several weeks. The choir and all of us welcome him back.

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
Anniversaries
24th Bud & Janet Hughes
29th Dennis & Sally Dier

11th Joan Seman
25th Mary Jean McDonald
31st Kay Canan
Aleo Amiruzzaman

Wednesday, April 8th
6:00pm Healing Service & Eucharist
Thursday, April 9h
7pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist
with Choir, concludes with stripping
of the altar
and draping of crosses

Holy Week
&
Easter Services at
Grace Church
Please join us for meaningful Holy
Week worship and a joyful
celebration of Easter.

Friday, April 10th
7 pm Stations of the Cross and
Good Friday Liturgy
Saturday, April 11th
9am Holy Saturday Liturgy
Sunday, April 12th
8am Festive Eucharist
10am Festive Choral Eucharist

Notes from Vestry...
Amazon’s SMILE Program

Paypal for Sending Money to the Church

If you shop through Amazon, you need to hear about
their SMILE program. You can choose a charity
from their list and a small contribution is made with
each purchase. Grace Church has registered on that
list! To use the program you MUST go to
smile.amazon.com to start your shopping and
choose the charity you wish to support. Search for
Grace Episcopal Church and we’ll get a small
donation each time.

We have created a Paypal account for taking in
money if people would prefer to handle anything that
way. We will be exploring the best ways to make this
easy to do, but in the meantime you can contact
Marcia Splinter for help.

You MUST go to smile.amazon.com each time you
start shopping or you’ll just be doing regular
shopping. Unfortunately, they don’t have a way to
make this program available through the Amazon
App at this time. You have to go to the website.

Health Insurance Question
As a follow-up to a question that came up at the
Annual Meeting, it has been confirmed with the
diocese that our understanding of how the National
Church’s health insurance policy (which we are part
of) works for spouses is correct.

The Bulletin Board
THANK YOU NOTE FROM PAT WILLIAMS

Pat Williams sent the following note to the
rector and continues to recover from a
broken wrist that required surgery:
Please accept the enclosed check to be used
where most needed in thanks and honor of
those who have helped me tremendously
while recovering from a broken wrist.
Thanks to:
My church family for their prayers…
Nancy Ervin for arranging and providing
meals…
For providing meals: Shirley Johnson, Bette
Brooks, Mary Jean McDonald, Sue Ahrens,
Debbie Shorts, Marsha & Bill Snyder and
Joan Seman…
Debbie Shorts for helping with my infusions
and for walking my dogs.
Everyone has certainly made this ordeal
much easier. It’s wonderful to be a part of
such a caring church family.
Regards,
Pat Williams

Community / Church Dinner
March 3, 2020
5:00-7:00 p.m.

The Fund Raising Committee will offer another
dinner on February 4th and the menu will be:
Stuffed cabbage, smashed potatoes, corn or
glazed carrots, salad, dessert and unlimited
beverages. The price is $10.00 per person and
$7.00 for children under 10 years of age. Thanks
to the army of volunteers who put so much effort
in these events and to Cherry Monegan for all her
planning.
If you have any questions please contact
members of the committee: Cherry Monegan,
Chairperson; Caitlin Barney-Fritsch, Carol
Marotta, Barb Popiel, Midge Myers, Karen
Krofta, and Marsha Snyder.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Our thanks to the following people for helping out and
serving in a number of ways at Grace:
•

•
•
•
•

John McDonald for replacing the office area
parking lights and light bulbs in the parish hall and
for doing repair work on the roof leak at the parish
hall doorway.
John McDonald and Mike Johnson for installing
the new screen; to John and Rick Taylor for
installing the new projector in the parish hall
Tim Splinter for keeping our computers safe and
bailing us out of most computer problems
Cathy Potisuk for purchasing a beautiful Christmas
banner
Shirley & Mike Johnson for their card ministry
(which we all enjoy) and for making soup &
cookies for several members

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

James Solomon Russell (December 20, 1837 – March 28, 1935)

March 28

James Solomon Russell was born enslaved in 1837 to Araminta, a slave woman on the
Hendrick plantation in Mecklenburg County, Virginia. His enslaved father, Solomon
Russell, worked on the Russell plantation in Warren County, North Carolina. After the
Union victory in the Civil War, he rejoined the family and began sharecropping in Palmer
Springs, Virginia. James began attending the local school whose schoolmaster allowed
tuition to be paid in labor and farm produce and products. Smart and well-behaved, James
was encouraged by the schoolmaster and the superintendent to continue his education.
In 1874, James was admitted to Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute, later Hampton
University. His college education was a financial hardship and he often had to take a
semester or a year off to earn money to continue. During one of these breaks, he was
teaching in a small Virginia town. He required his students to recite the Apostles Creed
each day. When a local Episcopal churchwoman heard of his practice, she gave him her
Book of Common Prayer. After reading it through, James decided to join the Episcopal
Church.
In 1878, he was admitted to Bishop Payne Divinity School, which merged with Virginia
Theological Seminary in 1953. Upon graduation in 1882, he was ordained deacon and
later that year he married Virginia Michigan Morgan. He was sent first to Mecklenburg
County as a missionary to blacks and he held services at the white Episcopal Church. The
following year, the diocese authorized funds to build a church building and to purchase a
horse for him to use as he visited in the county. The following year, he and his wife began
a school at the church. In 1887, he was ordained priest and the following year, with a
legacy gift, he was able to buy another building for the school. It became St. Paul Normal
and Industrial School with James as its principal and chaplain.
In 1883, he became Archdeacon of the newly formed Diocese of Southern Virginia to
work with blacks. As a result of his outreach, the number of black Episcopal churches
jumped from 0 to 37 with more than 2000 communicants. In 1917, after receiving an
honorary degree from Virginia Theological Seminary (the first black to be honored in this
way), he was elected Suffragan Bishop of Arkansas which he declined—just as he did
when elected Suffragan Bishop of North Carolina. He served on the Board of Missions for
the Episcopal Church from 1923-1931, the first black to do so.
He died March 28, 1935, in the President’s House on the campus of St. Paul’s Normal and
Industrial School. His son had become the president upon his father’s retirement, but
James continued to live among the people he served. He was buried in the cemetery on the
campus of the school.
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•6:30=7:30
Lenten Study
of Jesus

•7pm Vestry
Meeting
•6:30=7:30
Lenten Study
of Jesus

•1-3pm Sit
& Stitch
•6:30=7:30
Lenten Study
of Jesus

24

17

10

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

25
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

18

11

3
4
•5-7pm Church/
•10-2 Gracie’s
Community Dinner
Back Door
•6:30=7:30
Lenten Study
of Jesus

Tues

•7pm Choir

•7pm Choir

•7pm Choir

•8am Breakfast
Club
•7pm Choir

26

19

12

5

Thurs

The Grace Vine

27

20

13

6

Fri

•9-1 pm Youth
Leadership
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Midge Meyers(2020)
Fred Lundgren(2020)
Barb Popiel(2020)
Phillip Crouse(2021)
Phillip Rich(2022)
Amir Amiruzzaman(2022)
Cathy Potisuk(2022)

