The Grace Vine
March 2019
Rector’s Writ
We had a fairly long season of Epiphany this year. Nine weeks is the
maximum length and it went eight weeks. Of course, the length of
Epiphany is determined by when we celebrate Easter, and Easter is within a
few days of being as late as it can be. So, we ask ourselves if we’re ready to
start observing a holy Lent. Are we ready to begin this season of repentance,
prayer, fasting, self denial….AND by reading and meditating on God’s
holy Word? Lent is on the doorstep and it’s time to make our decisions of
what we’ll give up or what we’ll take on.
Many people, instead of giving up chocolate or desserts or meat, are
opting to take on an extra discipline. It may include anything from
reading so many pages of Holy Scripture each day of Lent to increasing
our prayer time or volunteering to help feed the hungry. What we find is
that God gives us plenty of opportunities for serving and for learning;
learning of what God in Christ Jesus has done for us and what WE can do to
bring God glory…or to help each other.
Our Lenten study this season will be on forgiveness. Not to put too fine a
point on the matter, it’s on the “practice of forgiveness,” and it comes from
the faithful people who have created the Living Compass series of spiritual
and insightful approaches to wholeness and health in body, mind and
spirit. Some people may feel forgiveness can be covered in a lot less than five
sessions. Jesus teaches us to forgive, so we just do it, right? It’s often just not
that easy. The Rt. Rev. Jake Owensby wrote in one of the reflections in this
study, “Forgiveness has nothing to do with giving others a pass for
destructive behavior or being someone else’s doormat. Instead, a forgiving
soul recognizes that the world has battered and bruised us all, and still
chooses to focus on doing what we can to mend what is broken.” (There’s
something to think about.)
Whether or not you have someone you need to forgive, we invite you to
join us for this Lenten study and fellowship. May God nurture that
‘forgiving soul’ in each of us, so we may do all we can and ‘what we can,’

with Jesus’ help, ‘to mend what is broken.’
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Wednesday, March 6 Noon & 7:00PM Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday
Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Altar Guild
Counters

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Lundgren
Carol Marotta & TBA

1st Reading Isaiah 58:1-12
Martha Croll
Psalm 103
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Sunday, March 10 8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 1 Lent
Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Mary Jean & John McDonald
Counters Carol Marotta & TBA

1st Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Jeff Croll
Psalm 91:1-2,9-16
2nd Reading Romans 10:8b-13
Kathy Summy
Gospel Luke 4:1-13

Sunday, March 17 8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 2 Lent
Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks
Leader 10:00 Charles Parsons
Greeters Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Acolyte
Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Nancy Lundgren
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Carol Marotta & TBA

1st Reading Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 27
2nd Reading Philippians 3:17-4:1
Tim Splinter
Gospel Luke 13:31-35

Sunday, March 24 8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 3 Lent
Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Gerry Rich
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Carol Marotta & TBA

1st Reading Exodus 3:1-15
Martha Croll
Psalm 63:1-8
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-13
Phillip George
Gospel Luke 13:1-9

Bible Study
Every Sunday starting the 10th between the services
9:15-9:45 in the multi-purpose room

Sunday, March 31 8:00 Baptism & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 4 Lent
Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Nancy & Jim Ervin

Shirley Johnson & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 TBA
10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich
Counters Carol Marotta & TBA

1st Reading Joshua 5:9-12
Kathy Summy
Psalm 32
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Phillip George
Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Sunday, April 7 8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist 5 Lent
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren

Bette Brooks & Joan Seman
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Carol M., Gail and Doris
Counters Midge Myers & TBA

1st Reading Isaiah 43:16-21
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 126
2nd Reading Philippians 3:4b-14
Fred Lundgren
Gospel John 12:1-8

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES & LENTEN STUDY

We hope you’ll plan to start your observance of a holy Lent by joining us at noon or 7pm for the Ash
Wednesday Liturgy and Holy Eucharist. We’ll have our organist and choir at the 7 pm service.
Our Lenten Meal & Study will be held five Tuesdays of
Lent, March 12th through April 9th at 6pm in the Parish
Hall. A light meal of soup & fellowship will begin at
6pm. The study starts at 6:30, and we’ll end with
Compline at 7:20. We’ll be using a program called Living
Well Through Lent 2019, Practicing Forgiveness W ith
All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind. Carolyn
Englert and rector Carol Evans will be leading the study.
We look forward to good and meaningful discussions
among the group and invite you and yours to join us for
this time of study, fellowship, and Compline.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
MARCH 17th through MAY 12th, 11:45am—1:15pm

CONFIRMATION CLASSES begin Sunday, March 17th and end with a brief meeting on May 12th to prep for the bishop’s
visit on May 19th. We’ll firm up the schedule further at the first class. We’ll start with meeting Sundays after church at 11:45 in the
All Purpose Room downstairs. So people can be with their families, we plan NOT to meet on Easter, and we’ll keep it brief on
Mother’s Day. If needed, we’ll have a make up session on Saturday, May 4th. Please be sure to let the rector know if you or a family
member want to be confirmed.

Did You Know?...
Our Sunday School teachers took their students
bowling and they had a wonderful time. Thirteen
youth attended and they had so much fun they are
planning another bowling party for March 24th. If
you can help with this please see Carol Marotta, Sue
Ahrens or Courtney Rich…
Two of our youth, MacAlah Simonson and
Richard Sepelak, ar e going to “Happening” this
year. It’s been many years since any of our students
have been involved in this diocesan youth event, and
it’s wonderful to see that they are willing to give it a
try. It’s a lively spiritual weekend. They’ll enjoy
meeting other Episcopal youth and learning about
God, as they share faith and fun in the process…
Mary Jean & John McDonald ar e so pr oud of
their son Matt. He was chosen as “the Educator of
the Year” in the Nordonia School district. Matt is a
good family man and a dedicated teacher who gives
a lot to his work with students. Congratulations on
such an honor!...

Nancy Lundgren had one of those BIG
birthdays this year. Their daughter Lisa Paxton held
a party and celebration for her mom during the 10am
coffee hour after church. The altar flowers were
given in honor of Nancy, so they were extra
beautiful. She had a wonderful surprise when her son
Bill flew home all the way fr om Texas to be with
her and the family. Granddaughters Taylor and Paige
Paxton also added to the fun and celebr ation.
Lisa, Bill, and Lisa’s friend Kyle served a delicious
and nicely decorated cake during coffee hour, and of
course, Fred was providing plenty of humor for his
wife’s birthday party. The Lundgrens enjoyed a nice
family gathering all weekend, and their Grace
Church family was blessed to be part of the
celebration of this dear lady who does so much for
our church and is loved by so many.

OUTREACH RAVEN PACKS
Thank you to everyone for the 221 boxes of Mac-n-Cheese we collected! Our Parish is collecting cans of vegetables and
fruit for until March 17th for the Raven Packs to help feed elementary aged children in Portage County. The food
collected will be given to the students on weekends so they will not go hungry. We will be donating a different item each
month in 2019. The Grace Vine will inform you of what item will be needed next. Our goal each month will be 260 of
the items chosen. Raven Packs will accept whatever number we are able to collect. The canned foods are needed no later
than March 17th so we can get them delivered to their storage sight at 836 Cleveland Rd. Please be generous so these
children can have food on their tables when not in school. There will be a bin in the Parish Hall marked Raven Packs.
Also, we may need members to transport the items each month to the storage facility a week before the packing date.
The next collection will be cans of tuna from March 18th through April 7th.

GRACE PARISH OUTREACH CONTINUES
We appreciate and encourage the continued outreach
efforts of Grace parishioners. We have a number of
venues and—with your help—provide support all year
long to the following groups:
**Food items (non-perishable) for the Center of Hope,
go in the red wagon in the back of the church.
(Personal care items--deodorant, socks--also
welcome, and gas or food cards from Giant Eagle or
Acme)
The following collections are all in the plastic bins in the
parish hall:
**Blessing Bags for the Homeless: these contain
socks, gloves, snacks, and personal care products like
lotion, chap stick, deodorant, toothbrush &
toothpaste, etc.

**Ravenna High School Closet: Per sonal car e
products—deodorant, shampoo, body wash, feminine
products, tooth brushes, toothpaste, etc.
**Animal Protective League: needs Pur ina One dog
food; Mini Milk Bone biscuits; Purina One indoor
cat/kitten food; Tidy Cat Non Clumping yellow litter;
paper towels; 33gallon and tall kitchen trash bags, etc.
(see detailed list on the bin).
**County Clothing Center: all sizes boys & gir ls sox,
underwear, hats, gloves. Please continue to take
clothing to the County Clothing Center.
Please be sure to record donated items on the Outreach
sheet. Your support and generosity are appreciated!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Tuesday, March 5th
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Pancakes, sausage, apple sauce, and
biscuits & gravy
$5.00 per person or $20.00 for
immediate family members.

Acolytes
Schedule

SUNDAY SCHOOL
BOWLING
MARCH 24
NOON-2:00
KENT LANES ON ROUTE 43

Check these dates now so we can make any
changes before we publish next month:
4/14—Jeff
4/21—
4/28—Gerry
5/5—
Tim@splinterfactions.net
Marcia@splinterfactions.net
330-527-2084

Birthdays
1st
3rd
6th
11th
14th

Bette Brooks
Amelia Golec
Cherry Monegan
Madison Ahrens
Amanda Brooks
Beverly Brooks
Carol Marotta
Shala Kearsey
Noah Crouse
22nd Rodney Stickle

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
Anniversaries
24th Bud & Janet Hughes
29th Dennis & Sally Dier

11th Joan Seman
25th Mary Jean McDonald
31st Kay Canan

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

John & Charles Wesley

March 3

The Wesley brothers were leaders of the evangelical revival within the Church of England during the
18th century. John, the oldest, was born in 1703 and Charles in 1707. Both men received a fine
education, graduating from Oxford University. There, they gathered with a few friends with whom
they undertook a strict adherence to the worship and discipline of the Book of Common Prayer. They
were ridiculed for this strict observance and were called “Methodists.”
After both men were ordained priests in the Church of England, they went to the American colony of
Georgia in 1735. John was a missionary and Charles was the secretary to Governor Oglethorpe. They
found the experience disheartening and returned home in a few years. After their return, within three
days of each other, they underwent a conversion experience. John was present with a group of
Moravians who were reading the Preface to the Epistle to the Romans by Martin Luther, when he felt
his heart “strangely warmed.” He described it later as receiving a strong emotional awareness of the
love of Christ as displayed in freely forgiving his sins and granting him eternal life. Since the meeting
room was somewhere on Aldersgate Street in London, many Methodist churches today carry
“Aldersgate” in their names.
Following these experiences, John and Charles set about to stir up in others a similar awareness and
response to the saving love of God. John was the more powerful preacher and averaged 8000 miles of
travel a year, mostly on horseback. At the time of his death, he was probably the best known and best
loved man in England. Charles was the poet and was the better hymn writer. He wrote over 6000
hymns, including about 600 for the Eucharist. Many of his hymns are in our own hymnal. A Charge to
Keep I Have, Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies, Hark the Herald
Angels Sing, Love Divine All Loves Excelling, Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing are just a few. He
matched the meter of the words to well-known drinking songs, melodies that almost everyone knew.
Upon occasion the brothers were criticized for allowing Methodist meetings to be led by lay preachers
with very limited education. On one occasion, such a preacher took as his text Luke 19:21, “Lord, I
feared thee, because thou art an austere man.” Thinking the word was “oyster” rather than “austere,”
the preacher talked about the backbreaking, bloody work of those who retrieve oysters from the seabed
for a living. By the time he had connected such work to the toils of Christ and His bleeding Body, 12
men were converted. Afterwards, someone complained to John about the inappropriateness of
allowing preachers who were too ignorant to know the meaning of the text they were preaching on.
John’s response? “Never mind, the Lord got a dozen oysters tonight.” When John Wesley died, his
sole personal possessions were his library and six silver spoons. And neither man left the Church of
England.
Prayer: Lor d God, who inspir ed your ser vants J ohn and Char les Wesley with bur ning zeal for
the sanctification of souls, and endowed them with eloquence in speech and song: Kindle in your
Church, we entreat you, such fervor that those whose faith has cooled may be warmed, and those who
have not known Christ may turn to him and be saves; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit one God, now and forever.
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17 2 Lent
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

24 3 Lent
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

Mon

•1-3pm
Sit & Stitch
•6pm Lenten Meal
& Study
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•6pm Lenten Meal
& Study
•7pm Vestry
Meeting

•1-3pm
Sit & Stitch
•6pm Lenten Meal
& Study

12

•5-7pm Shrove
Tuesday Pancake
Dinner
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Tues

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•Noon and 7pm
Ash Wednesday
Service
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
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•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
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•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
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Wed

•7pm Choir

•7pm Choir

28

•7pm Choir

•8am Retired
Men’s Breakfast
•7pm Choir
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14

7

Thurs

The Grace Vine

Sunday the 17th, 24th and 31st will have Confirmation Class at 11:45

Sunday the 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st will have Bible Study from 9:15-9:45

11

10 1 Lent
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

31 4 Lent
•8am Baptism
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

4

3 Last Epiphany
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee
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8
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30

23

16

9

2
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)
Midge Meyers(2020)
Fred Lundgren(2020)
Barb Popiel(2020)
Phillip Crouse (2021)

