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Rector’s Writ
As March arrives we begin to enjoy a little more daylight, and we’re
optimistic that what remains of winter won’t be too severe. We’re not just
waiting for winter to be over, we’re waiting for spring to arrive. We journey
through our Church year, holding up Epiphany teachings of Christ being
light of the world, light within us, and Lord of all. Then in Lent we’re
reminded in not so subtle ways of our not so holy human nature: our need
to repent and turn away from sin…our need to rely on God’s love, goodness,
and mercy being ever greater than our weakness.
We start Lent with the challenge of the Ash Wednesday service; to observe
this holy season by diving, not tiptoeing, into that uncomfortable business
of examining and reflecting upon our lives. Do we live in the ways Christ
has taught us; do we live intentionally in his light, being vessels for God’s
love and grace to be made present in the lives of others? This serious Lenten
look at our lives may open a window for the Spirit to stir and motivate us to
move beyond indifference or the comfort of routine, and to try something
new…find the faith to take some risks. Lent is an important season to
think about God (as we give up something we enjoy or take on some
spiritual discipline or practice). Yet these Lenten observances are also aimed
at helping us to LISTEN to God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
Lent is a time to invite Jesus to stand beside us as we take a look at our
lives, as individuals and as a Church. Only God can give us the courage
and will to do that difficult work of examining: our relationships, how we
love God and neighbor, how we grow (as Church and people), and what we
value or “treasure.” With God’s help we learn what sins we need to repent of,
what fears we need to move beyond, and what change and renewal we need to
move toward. The hope and meaning we long for are found not in what we
turn away from, but in the LORD WE TURN TOWARD. Our penitence is
received with God’s mercy…our reflection is focused by the Spirit’s
guidance…our hope is made real by Christ’s grace. A blessed Lent to you
and yours.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, March 5

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse
Shirley Johnson & Jane Gear-Jozsa
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Kay Canan & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch. Sue Ahrens

Sunday, March 12

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Kevin Splinter
Shirley Johnson & Jane Gear-Jozsa
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Kay Canan & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch. Courtney Rich

Sunday, March 19

1st Reading Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 32
2nd Reading Romans 5:12-19
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Jenny Summy
Shirley Johnson & Jane Gear-Jozsa
8:00 Bill Snyder
10:00 Carol, Gail and Doris
Counters Kay Canan & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch. Denise Sheridan

2 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 12:1-4a
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 121
2nd Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Kathy Summy
Gospel John 3:1-17

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1 Lent

1st Reading Exodus 17:1-7
Tim Splinter
Psalm 95
2nd Reading Romans 5:1-11
Jeff Croll
Gospel John 4:5-42

Soup, Study, & Compline
Wednesdays of Lent

March 8th through April 5th, we’ll gather for a light meal of soup
beginning promptly at 6pm. From 6:30—7:30 we’ll have a study
and discussion on The Life of King David and end with Compline.
All are invited for food and fellowship, and we’re asking for volunteers
willing to bring soup, bread, cookies, crackers, pop, paper cups, bowls,
spoons, etc. Sign-up sheets are in the parish hall. THANKS!

3 Lent

Sunday, March 26

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jeff Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Jane Gear-Jozsa
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Counters Kay Canan & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch. Chris Stickle

Sunday, April 2

1st Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Steve Merrill
Psalm 23
2nd Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Charles Parsons
Gospel John 9:1-41

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse
Cindy Hoskins, Sally Dier, & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Mary Jean & John McDonald
Counters Dennis Dier & TBA
Church Sch. Sue Ahrens

4 Lent

5 Lent

1st Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 130
2nd Reading Romans 8:6-11
Fred Lundgren
Gospel John 11:1-45

GRACIE’S BACK DOOR
Gracie’s Back Door is in need of several items such as paper towels, spray
furniture polish, hand soap (liquid), and dish detergent.

Gracie’s has the following medical and handicap supplies that are available to
those in need.

We do not charge for them, rather they are given away: 4 blood

pressure monitors, 1 shower stool, 1 shower bench, 1 never used raised toilet seat, 1
suction grab bar, 2 pairs of crutches, 3 canes, 2 baby monitors, 1 tray that

fits on a walker, 2 bedside commodes, 1 oxygen tank holder on wheels, 1 bed rail, 1
wheel chair, 1 stationary walker, and 1 folding walker.
please let us know.
--Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren

If you know anyone in need,

Did You Know?...
February – What a confusing month that was! It
rained, it snowed, we had sunshine, it was freezing, and
then again we had record high temperatures. But not
enough for any of us to get used to; every day was
different. We had to keep our umbrella and ice scrapers,
sun glasses, winter coats, boots, gloves, and spring jackets
and winter coats available at all times. Is this what global
warming is all about? Come on spring!! …
The people here at Grace have been very busy. The
Fundraising committee is busy planning their Spr ing
Tea and Luncheon on March 25th…
Sally Dier and Kay Canan have planned our
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner for February 28th with a
great menu (including potato pancakes with sour cream
AND biscuits and gravy to choose from). Several young
people will be pitching in to help with serving and to
enjoy some fellowship as well. A few energetic folks
have volunteered to assist with cooking and clean up. It’ll
be a fun Shrove Tuesday…
The Membership and Growth Committee is planning
a program that will be a pertinent and timely instruction
to key young people in the Portage community…
Adult Christian Education will have a Lenten Bible
Study on King David…
Be looking for all these activities. Then it will be Easter –
yikes! …
Our 152nd Annual Meeting took place on January 29th
and there was much discussion about the deficit and what
our next steps will be. Thanks to all the committee
chairpersons who got their reports into the office on time.
Not that it made much difference when the copy machine
crashed and everything (bulletins, Annual Meeting
booklets, Grace Vines, etc.) had to be taken to Cuyahoga
Falls to be copied on site by ComDoc. Our new vestry
members for 2017 are Nancy Lundgren, Carol Marotta,
and Rick Taylor. Fred Lundgren was elected as the
newest member of the Beatty Committee. Thanks to the
Hospitality Committee and their fear less leader Nancy
Ervin, for getting the luncheon that followed the
meeting organized, served and cleaned up. That was an
interesting week…
Did you know that all the Summy girls are all enrolled
at Kent State University this year; Mom, Kathy, is taking
her classes on-line while working full time; Emily is at
the main campus; and Jenna is at the Twinsburg campus.
And all doing very well…
Our own Kevin Splinter was on the three person team
representing James A Garfield High School in Academic
Challenge. Kevin did very well and knew several
answers, but Garfield lost by one question. We’re very
proud of you Kevin. We’ll get them next year!! James A

Garfield High School has qualified for the National Quiz
Bowl…
Thanks to Carolyn Englert for bringing members of
the Sit & Stitch group and other church members the
patterns for making make ‘Twiddle muffs’ for Alzheimer
and dementia patients…
Congratulations to Irene Machisko who celebrated her
90th birthday on Feb. 18th; her children, Lynn, John &
David, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, had a
surprise party for her at Grace Church with many family
members and friends attending. It was a wonderful event
and she was certainly surprised…
Salvaging items ear-marked for the trash from a
fashion show--and with a bit of added cash--Dani Dier
made up 72 bags for homeless women. Each bag was
cloth with handles and contained 28 items – including
shampoo, conditioner, body lotion, soap, nail file,
feminine hygiene products, etc. 36 bags were donated to
the Center of Hope in Ravenna and 36 bags were donated
to Second Harvest in Mahoning County. Good for you
Dani!!...
We received a note from Phyllis Shorts, who wishes
everyone a Happy New Year. She was happy to report
that she has had visits from daughter Judy and
granddaughter Jenni and Sue and Harold. “It’s always
great to have family come.”…
Paige Paxton just got her dr iver ’s license and is out
and about just enjoying her new found freedom. Her
sister Taylor now has moved into her own apartment and
is living in Cuyahoga Falls…
Nancy & Fred Lundgren will be going south---to
Florida to visit with family and friends…
Eric Splinter in on the Dean’s List at Clarkson
University. Congratulations, Eric! Kevin Splinter and
Tim and Marcia made a tr ip to St. Louis to make
college visits before baseball season takes over. They also
visited both Marcia and Tim’s relatives in Missouri while
they were there.
Marsha Snyder cer tainly had a wonder ful sur pr ise
when the congregation gave her a reception after the
service on Sunday, Feb. 19th, for 25 years as secretary
here at Grace Church. All she wants to know is how did
that information get past her?!?!

Holy Week & Easter
Services at Grace Church
Please join us for meaningful Holy
Week worship and a joyful
celebration of Easter.

Monday, April 10th
5pm Evening Prayer
Tuesday, April 11th
5pm Evening Prayer
Wednesday, April 12th
6pm Healing Service & Holy Eucharist
Thursday, April 13th
7pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist
with Choir, concludes with stripping
of the altar and draping of crosses
Friday, April 14th
7 pm Stations of the Cross and
Good Friday Liturgy
Saturday, April 15th
9:30am Holy Saturday Liturgy
Sunday, April 16th
8am Festive Eucharist
10am Festive Choral Eucharist
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt after 10am
service

Birthdays
1st
3rd
6th
14th

Bette Brooks
Amelia Golec
Cherry Monegan
Amanda Brooks
Beverly Brooks
Carol Marotta
22nd Dutch Shriver
Rodney Stickle

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
Anniversaries
24th Bud & Janet Hughes
29th Dennis & Sally Dier

11th
18th
21st
25th

Beth Dier
Joan Seman
Bill Shorts Sr.
Mary Jean McDonald

Please let the office know if there are any birthday or anniversary
dates we need to add or fix...It’s a never ending battle...

The Bulletin Board
Outreach
We will continue with Outreach this year giving food to the
Center of Hope as well as personal items (which they were
happy to have). They were so grateful for these items.
Please continue to take your clothing to the County Clothing
Center. The APL is always in need of food and other items
for the animals (see the list on the bin in the Parish Hall).
Don’t forget to mark the Outreach sheet when you donate
items; the list is in the parish hall. We donated about 200 lbs.
of clothing to the CCC and more than 200 non-perishable
food items to the Center of Hope.
Thank you for your generosity.

THANK YOU !
Thank you so very much for the surprise party luncheon and generous
gift given to me in honor of my 25 years as secretary here at Grace
Church. I feel blessed to work in a place where the people are more like
family than friends. I appreciate all the work it took to pull off this
surprise! I usually don’t like surprises, but this was very nice.
Thank you again.
–Marsha Snyder

Spring Tea Luncheon
March 25th
12:00 -2:30
$15.00
Deerfield Dandies
will Entertain

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
The Hospitality Committee is in need of more
volunteers willing to take meals to members of the
church who are ill and need temporary assistance. A
home cooked meal is very nice, but if you’re unable to
do that, you can order “take out” meals, food from local
delis, purchase gift cards from local restaurants, and/or
have food delivered. Please see Nancy Ervin if you are
able to help with this ministry.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

The Rt. Rev. Charles McIlvaine
The second bishop of our diocese was born in Burlington, New Jersey on January 18, 1799. He
grew up in the Episcopal Church and, while attending Princeton; he became interested in the
religious life of the country. After graduation in 1816, he was ordained and became rector of
Christ Church in Georgetown, DC. In 1825, he became Chaplain at West Point; then he became
rector of St. Thomas’ Church, New York City.
During the Convention of 1831, McIlvaine was elected the second bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of Ohio; however, due to many questioning the validity of Bishop Chase’s resignation,
McIlvaine’s consecration was delayed a year. Afterwards, he raveled throughout the diocese
which was the entire state of Ohio. There were only 17 clergy (including the bishop) and only 6
consecrated church buildings! He soon discovered that Kenyon College was heavily in debt He
returned East to secure the loans to preserve the school and he succeeded. He wanted less
authority within the school and after recommending that his duties there be reduced, the Trustees
shifted the majority of the responsibilities for the college from the bishop to the vice president.
In 1839, the Ohio legislature allowed the trustees of the seminary to establish a college and a
preparatory school at Kenyon. With the future of Kenyon College secure, McIlvaine traveled
across the diocese focusing on church growth. He aided struggling churches and founded many
new parishes.
McIlvaine was very strict about adhering to the Evangelical doctrine. One story claims that he
would go throughout the diocese and strike communion tables with his cane to ensure they were
tables (had 4 legs) and not Papish altars! He refused to hold confirmation in a church without a
real communion table. Although the bishop had no salary at the start of his work, as the church
grew he eventually received a small stipend.
In 1858 he traveled to England for his health and stayed there for 8 months. During the Civil
War, he strongly opposed slavery. President Lincoln sent a delegation that included McIlvaine
to England to attempt to sooth the hostility of the public opinion after “The Trent Affair” tainted
US-English relations. In 1859, Bishop Gregory Bedell was elected and consecrated as an
assistant to lessen the strain on McIlvaine. While one again convalescing in Europe, McIlvaine
became ill in Florence and died in March of 1873. His lay in state in Westminster Abbey in
London and a service was held at St. Paul’s Church in New York City before burial in
Cincinnati.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)

