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March 2014
Rector’s Writ
When the church calls us to the observance of a holy Lent as part of the Ash
Wednesday service, it’s helpful to consider and pray about what our observance
will be. Some of us have the favorite ‘give up’ as a discipline: no chocolate, coffee,
Coke, meat or alcohol during Lent. Some people prefer to take on an added
spiritual discipline of prayer or Scripture reading. Some decide to do an extra
needed service in the Church or in the community, or for a neighbor.
One of the important things is to remember why we undertake these
disciplines. In order to observe the Lord’s passion and resurrection, the early
Church took to the custom of preparing for that by recognizing our need for
penitence and forgiveness.
As the Ash Wednesday liturgy states, “…the whole congregation was put in
mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our
Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually have to renew their
repentance and faith.” Hence, the call to the observance of a holy Lent, “by selfexamination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading
and meditating on God’s holy Word.” (both quotes, BCP, p. 265)
It’s not an easy thing to look closely at our lives and our faith. That light of
Christ that shines within and through us can also show us what needs to be
forgiven, changed, or improved. The Greek word for repent simply means to turn
around or away from. Part of our Lenten journey is to keep our hearts in line with
God’s will and purpose, as individuals and as a Church family. We are to turn
aside from whatever might draw us from the love of God in Christ, and to turn
toward all that brings us closer to the Lord.
Please plan to join us for Ash Wednesday services at noon and 7pm on March
th
5 . Also plan to attend our soup dinners and program Pause for Prayer that will
be offered each Wednesday of Lent from 6pm—7:30. Whatever we decide to give
up or take on, may our Lenten journey be one of faith and fellowship.
Carol+
“Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what your
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.”
(Collect for 5th Sunday in Lent, BCP p. 219)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, March 2

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte Jeff Marsh
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Youth Group
Altar Guild Joan Seman & Bette Brooks
Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren
Emeritus Kathy Summy
Wednesday, March 5
Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Counters

Last Epiphany

1st Reading Exodus 24:12-18
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 2
2nd Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

Noon & 7:00 PM Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Steve Merrill
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Kevin Splinter
Joan Seman & Bette Brooks
Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren

Ash Wednesday

1st Reading Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Martha Croll

Psalm 103
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Sunday, March 9

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Greeters Cathy Mansor & Jeff Marsh
Acolyte Kevin Splinter
Altar Guild Joan Seman & Bette Brooks
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Rick Lashley & Debbie Shor ts
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren

Sunday, March 16

1st Reading Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Martha Croll
Psalm 32
2nd Reading Romans 5:12-19
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Roberta O’Keefe
Greeters Steve & Susan Merrill
Acolyte Eric Splinter
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Midge Myers
10:00 Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Altar Guild Joan Seman & Bette Brooks
Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren
Emeritus Bill Sndyer

1 Lent

2 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 12:1-4a
Cathy Mansor

Psalm 121
2nd Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Maynard Evans
Gospel John 3:1-17

Sunday, March 23

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Greeters David Miller & Alexandra Wroblewski
Acolyte Jenna Summy
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Midge Myers
10:00 Jim & Nancy Ervin
Altar Guild Joan Seman & Bette Brooks
Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren

Sunday, March 30

Celebrant
Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Host
Altar Guild
Counters

1 Reading Exodus 17:1-7
Kathy Summy
Psalm 95
2nd Reading Romans 5:1-11
Tim Splinter
Gospel John 4:5-42

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Bill Snyder
10:00 Bill Snyder
Greeters Jim & Nancy Ervin
Acolyte David Miller
Coffee Hosts 8:00 tba
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Altar Guild Joan Seman & Bette Brooks
Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren

Sunday, April 6

3 Lent

st

1st Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 23
2nd Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Steve Merrill
Gospel John 9:1-41

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
BISHOP BOWMAN’S VISITATION FOR CONFIRMATION

The Rt. Rev. David Bowman
The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Bette Brooks
Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Kevin Splinter, others TBA
Hospitality Committee
TBA
Reba Cook & Steve Merrill

Youth Group
Mardi Gras
March 1, 2014
5:00 – 7:00 PM
$20.00 per family / $5.00 single
Come and enjoy the fun and bring family and friends.
Pancakes, sausage, fried potatoes, biscuits w/sausage
gravy, applesauce, and drinks.
The Youth Group will continue to serve a soup, sandwich
and salad luncheon after the 10:00 service on the first
Sunday of the month. $5.00 per person.

4 Lent

5 Lent

1st Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 130
2nd Reading Romans 8:6-11
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel John 11:1-45

PRAYER - LENTEN PROGRAM
A Lenten Program is being
offered each Wednesday of Lent
beginning March 12th. It will be
a simple soup supper at 6 p.m.
then the program ending at 7:30
p.m. with the service of
Compline. We will be exploring
the different types of prayer,
prayer aids and how to write
your own prayers. Everyone is
invited.

Did You Know?...
Our 149th Annual Meeting went well with good
attendance despite the weather. No big surprises; we still
have a deficit, still working on growth, and still enjoying
fellowship and faith as we work to make things better for
our church family, our community and our world. Our
new vestry members are: Mechele Novak, Carol Marotta,
and Barb Popiel offer ed to stay on for another thr ee
year term. Roberta O’Keefe agreed to serve another term
on the Beatty Committee which will elect a chairperson
for 2014 at their first meeting. Our Senior Warden is
Reba Cook; J unior War den, John McDonald; and
Midge Myer will continue on as the Cler k of Vestr y.
Little Emily Scibelli couldn’t wait to show Marsha
Snyder her new Amer ican gir l doll; Mar sha and
Emily have a real love for these dolls. Emily’s new doll
is named Emily and her hair is red and her eyes are blue
just like Emily’s - but the doll isn’t as cute as our Emily –
that’s for sure!...
Thanks to our Youth Group for serving lunch at the 10
a.m. coffee hour; even some of our 8:00 o’clock members
came back after the early service to enjoy lunch. Wilda
Autry, Stacy Scibelli, Chris Stickle and Lane Autry
served Lane’s famous chili, Roxann Burky made potato
soup, Marsha Snyder made Italian wedding soup, and
salad and toasted cheese sandwiches were also served.
Thanks to Kathy Summy and Tim & Stacy Scibelli for
bringing in the needed supplies. Nikki Stickle has
graciously offered to serve as coffee host while her
mother and the rest of the group are busy serving lunch.
Nikki made a beautiful assor tment of chocolate
candies and cupcakes. Zachary Scibelli was busy doing
dishes and his sister Emily helped Nikki serve coffee.
What good kids!! Next month they will be serving sub
sandwiches & chips. Come and enjoy the lunch and
fellowship…
The church secretary greatly appreciated Tim and Eric
Splinter r unning off the Gr ace Vine last month.
Marsha thanked Eric and she said she “owed him”, but he
quickly let her know that wasn’t a problem - he got paid
in cookies. Dad, Tim Splinter knows what Eric likes
since there were some Oreos added to the office cookie
stash. The “stash” provides a quick snack for a lot of us.
It certainly works for me!!...
Our organist Tim Lewicki got back from Japan where
he and his lovely wife Yuka visited with her family after a
four year absence. Tim brought a picture of himself and
Yuka in their beautiful Japanese attire; take a look, the

picture is on the bulletin board in the parish hall…
Eric Splinter has been wor king ver y har d these
days on his acting career. Like father – like son. He will
be playing Archie Beaton in Brigadoon. Jenna Summy is
in the community play Seussical. Their performances
will take place on April 4th, 5th, and 6th. Her part as
“Thing Two” from The Cat in the Hat sounds like so
much fun…
Sammie Stickle was ver y happy she passed her
driver’s test the first time! Look out community, another
Stickle on the road!...
Sue Ahrens happily r epor ted that her son Fred is
recovering nicely after his accident this fall. Fred had to
undergo surgery to repair his shoulder; after all the other
issues he was experiencing. But, he’s now on the mend
and we give thanks to God. Prayers are with you, Fred…
Jenna Summy will be taking par t in Happening, a
Diocesan youth event. She’ll have a wonderful time and
her sister Emily has already been an active participant in
these activities…
Mechele Novak, Midge Myers, and Marsha Snyder
attended the Mission Area Council meeting in St. Paul’s,
Akron on Tuesday, February 11th. It’s interesting to find
out what other churches are doing and what’s going on in
the diocese…
Dale Espey enjoyed the fact that his 53r d bir thday
was on Sunday February 2nd this year. He blew out the
candles on the cake that Sue Ahrens bought for him and
he loved the card Shirley Johnson made and everyone
signed. This card included pictures of the church and of
course his own picture. Everyone sang “Happy Birthday”
and Dale was very happy when he left for home with
some gifts he received and what was left of his cake…
Debbie Shorts and Rick Lashley took a cr uise
through the Panama Cannel and visited other South
American countries. They were gone for 2 weeks and
they loved the beautiful weather. Rick was so excited
about holding a sloth and seeing other exotic animals in
their own habitat. Reba Cook also got away from Ohio’s
winter weather and enjoyed a cruise that included
Jamaica, Haiti, and LaTrobi island. Johnnie & Irene
Machisko visited Flor ida over Chr istmas, and
daughter, Lynn, wants them to come back to the sunshine
and warm weather for a break from the snow…
We’ll rely on all our members to help with ideas and
planning to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
founding of Grace Church on April 10th, 2015.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!












Nancy Ervin for leading her hospitality
committee in serving the lunch for the Annual
Meeting. Some of those helping were Barb
Popiel, John McDonald, Shirley & Mike
Johnson, Jim Ervin.
Chris Stickle, Wilda & Lane Autry, Stacy
Scibelli, Roxann Burky, and Marsha Snyder for
serving and supplying the food for the February
Youth Group lunch, and to all who attend and
support the lunch.
Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren for their
continued work in Gracie’s Back Door – if you
haven’t been down there lately – you should
see it.
Midge Myers, Mechele Novak, and Marsha
Snyder representing Grace Church at the
Mission Area Council meeting at St. Paul’s,
Akron.
Thanks to our acolytes: Eric & Kevin Splinter,
Jenna Summy, Jeff Marsh, and David Miller
for serving your church so faithfully.
Jeff Croll for hosting the Poker Boys.



Jim Ervin for keeping the snow off the
driveways and sidewalks on this very cold and
difficult winter.



To Sue Ahrens, Carolyn Englert, and Mary
Jean McDonald for hosting the E.C.W.
meeting. And thanks you to all the ladies who
came to the meeting.



Dennis Dier, John McDonald, Jim Ervin for
changing the light bulbs on the outside of the
church. Now we know how many
Episcopalians it takes to change a light bulb!! –
Just kidding.



Bill Snyder for delivering the food in the
wagon to the Center of Hope.



To those who took food to people who were
sick.



Shirley and Mike Johnson who purchased a
new microwave for the parish hall kitchen.

Please call the office or email us a note if you
know of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Birthdays
1st
9th
10th
14th

Bette Brooks
Glenn Reigelman
Eli Stover
Amanda Brooks
Beverly Brooks
Carol Marotta
22nd Dutch Shriver
Rodney Stickle

Anniversaries
29th Dennis & Sally Dier

Baptisms
11th
18th
21st
25th
26th
31st

Beth Dier
Joan Seman
Bill Shorts Sr.
Mary Jean McDonald
Bernice McCauslin
Kay Canan

Things You Always Wanted to Know About
Your Church But Were Afraid to Ask
“Beatty Fund?”
(This article originally appeared in July of 2005. It has been
requested for reprinting to explain to a new generation of
parishioners just what the Beatty Fund is. I have trimmed it
down a bit and added updated dollar figures and other information in some places in square brackets [$####] This is a
only a summary of the Fund and its operation. I may have
simplified some points and I have rounded off most of the
dollar figures for easy reading.)
The short answer is easy. The Beatty Fund is an endowment
from Mary Helen Beatty to the church. It was begun with an
approximately $500,000 gift from her trust 25 years after her
death in 1968, as spelled out in her will. The basic operation
of the Fund is that a percentage (5% typically) [recent years
have been much lower due to the recession and the need to
use the fund to cover the budget deficit] of the
Fund’s average value from the previous 3
years is withdrawn for use. Those uses can
vary from year to year based on decisions of
the Beatty committee and the Vestry, but are to
be focused on outreach to the community and
improvement of the parish buildings and
grounds. Normal operation of the church is not
the desired use. Parish members can propose
worthy causes in the community to support.
The Beatty Committee then chooses from the
proposals and decides on the amount to be
given. So that’s the short answer.

By
Tim Splinter

Notable among his advice was that the Diocese and the
church canons look unfavorably on parishes using such funds
for daily operation and that such use tends to lead to problems
in future years.
The Vestry and the committee together took several interim
actions. Huntington was selected to manage the fund and provide the checking account for operation as the first $200,000
was received. The $13,000 mortgage on the church was paid
and $11,000 was directed for remodeling of the kitchen.
In January ’94 the remainder of the Trust money was received, bringing the total to a little over $500,000.
Over the next months, with Mr. Austin’s continued help, the
committee pursued a complete plan for operating the Fund. The goals were safe and prudent
operation along with stewardship and financial
security for the parish in the years ahead. Eileen Litterell was the only committee member
who knew Ms. Beatty and was instrumental in
giving some picture of Ms. Beatty’s personality and what her wishes and reactions might
have been.
By August of ’94 the committee was on its
second draft of a plan of operation for the
Fund. It was modeled on the policy and guidelines of the Episcopal Church Center for Planned Giving.

The long answer is quite a bit longer…
Mary Helen Beatty was a member of Grace Church. Details
about her are unfortunately scant around the parish now, 37
years later, though I believe I saw an old hymnal or prayer
book in the lounge with her name written in it. She died in
January of 1968. Her will dictated the creation of a trust fund
with 6 beneficiaries, including Grace Church. The trust was to
be held for 25 years before being divided evenly among the
beneficiaries. I didn’t find out what the source of her money
was or how much was originally placed into her trust.
[...In 1993] Grace Church formed an Advisory Planning committee to decide what to do with the money. There were the
inevitable suggestions from some in the parish on how to
spend the money and all the things that could be done around
the church. But from the outset, the establishment of some
sort of ongoing fund was the prudent target.
In Dec. of ’93 the committee began a series of meetings with
representatives of several possible financial institutions and
with P. Thomas Austin, assistant to the Bishop and retired
Vice President of the accounting firm Ernst & Ernst. With his
valuable input, the committee narrowed in on final answers.

In October of ‘94, the Vestry, the committee and Mr. Austin
met to review the 7th draft. Its basic outline was:
1) The establish a permanent committee to: operate the
Fund and allocate the money to be used each year,
2) seek advise as needed on investment and legal matters
for the Fund, and
3) appoint the Investment Manager (then Huntington
Bank).
4) To specify the withdrawal and use of 5% of the Rolling
Average Balance over the previous 3 years for distribution each year.
5) To distribute that amount as follows:
 5% returned to principal
 25% (or more) for Portage Co. outreach
 60% (or less) for major capital improvements of
the parish
 10% (or more) for parish life, evangelism, Christian education, theological education, etc.
6) To restrict that the Fund’s assets may not be used as
collateral on loans.
The ‘principal’ money of the Fund, which is increased each

year as stated in #5 above, can not be withdrawn and used.
[The recession nearly forced exceptions to this rule as the
fund fell very near the restricted ‘principal’ balance for some
time.]
Amendment of the plan requires 2/3 approval of the Vestry
and 2/3 approval of the entire parish. (I may be off on this one
slightly. The wording in the notes I was given is awkward and
I didn’t notice in time to get a clarification…)
Thus, at the Jan. ’95 annual meeting, the plan was approved
and the Mary Helen Beatty Endowment Fund was finally established. Investment guidelines and policy were finalized the
following March.

[Starting in 2005, the financial realities of the parish have
forced us to begin using the fund to cover the deficit of the
normal operating budget. This came with much debate and
discussion the first several years, but we had very little choice
ultimately.]
So there you have it. The Beatty Fund in a rather larger-than-I
-intended nutshell. It has certainly proved a wonderful gift
from Ms. Beatty and one we are very privileged and honored
to have. It has already had a telling effect on our parish in its
first 10 years [nearly 20 now and it has truly saved us] and
hopefully on the community of Portage County that much of
it goes to help.

The Fund Balance as of March 1995 was just over $506,000.
In December of 1994, the first annual distribution was decided and distributed during 1995. It’s beneficiaries included: the
Center of Hope, Christian Cupboard, Habitat for Humanity,
Mobile Health Clinic, Rav. Ministerial Assoc. Emergency
Housing, Safer Futures, Andrew McGihley(sp?) (seminarian),
Mission & Ministry, and parish education, along with paying
down our loan with the diocese (later waved during the Jubilee year).
Since then, the fund has ridden the roller coaster know as
“the market” along with the rest of the country, but overall
has grown. The money has moved around to several fund
managers before being placed at its current home in the Diocese’s Joint Investment Fund. As of the end of the 1st quarter
of ’05 the balance was about $635,000 with almost $516,000
now marked as principal. This year’s withdrawal for use was
about $17,000. [A s of the end off 2013, the fund has recovered very nicely from the recession. The balance was
$858,000. The restricted ‘principal’ now stands at $521,000.
This year’s withdrawn for the intended use is $16,924 with
$5909 going to community outreach.]
Over the years, the portion allocated for Capital Improvements has done some large work around the parish. It is frequently accumulated by the Vestry rather than being completely spent each year. This has allowed for the larger projects, such as our sanctuary renovation of several years ago.

-Tim Splinter

So what is
‘rolling average balance’?
Simply stated, it is the average of the last 12 quarter balances. That’s three years worth of quarterly statements. Add up
the balances from each and divide by 12. Bingo, the 3 year
Rolling Average Balance. So, it’s an average balance over a
suitably long period time to keep from being affected by
quick rises or falls just before the year’s calculations are to
be done.
From this average balance figure, 5% (or one 20th) is withdrawn for use. Then 5% of THAT amount is put back into
the Fund and is now part of the principal. Withdrawals can
not touch the principal. That means that if the fund isn’t
gaining at least 5% a year on average, or indeed might be
losing money in bad times, the withdrawal would be less
than 5% of the Rolling Average Balance. It could even be
zero if the Fund were really losing money quickly.
With just this possibility in mind, during the recent years of
low return on the investment the committee has recommended to withdraw only 3% of the Rolling Average Balance to insure that the fund balance is not pushed down
near the reserved ‘principal’ balance.

Acolytes
Schedule
Check these dates now so we can make any changes before we publish next month:
4/13—Jeff
4/20—Eric
4/27—Jenna
5/4—Kevin
Tim@splinterfactions.net
Marcia@splinterfactions.net
330-527-2084

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
The Apostle James, the son of Zebedee
James was often called James the Greater to distinguish him from another apostle named
James. He was a fisherman of some financial means, based in Capernaum. Along with his
brother John and Simon Peter, he was a member of Jesus’ inner circle. They were present at
the raising of Jairus’ daughter from the dead, the Transfiguration, and Jesus’ agony in the
Garden of Gethsemane. In fact, James and John earned a nickname from our Lord—Sons of
Thunder—after they wanted to call down fire and brimstone on a Samaritan village that
rejected Jesus. James’ strong faith and outspoken nature led to his death in 44 AD on the
order of King Herod Agrippa I of Judea who was persecuting leaders of the early church.
James was the first martyr among the Twelve and the only apostle whose martyrdom is
recorded in the New Testament.
Sacred legend surrounding James is fascinating! He is the patron saint of Spain and
according to legend, his remains are held in Santiago de Compostela in Galicia. Traditional
pilgrimages to his grave are known as “the Way of St. James.” But if he was martyred in
Judea, how did his remains come to Spain? Legend I: James had preached in Spain,
returned to Judea, was martyred by Herod Agrippa, and his disciples brought his body back
to Spain, a land he had grown to love, and buried him at Compostela. Legend 2: After his
decapitation, his body was taken up by angels and sailed in a rudderless, unattended boat to
Spain where a massive rock closed around his relics. This rock was later moved to
Compostela. Legend 3: Choose either of the legends above and add that he miraculously
appeared to fight for the Christian army during one of the Crusades. The traditional battle
cry of Spanish armies since then has been Santiago y cierra Espana (“St. James and strike
for Spain!”).
James is also the patron saint of the Congo in central Africa. Portuguese sailors and
diplomats brought Christianity to the area and, with it, the legends of St. James. The saint’s
feast day, July 25, is considered a national holiday.
Regardless of the legends surrounding St. James, some of which have been called into
question over the centuries, we can learn much from him and his life: Following our Lord is
not easy but the rewards are eternal.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Mary Ann Switz—Organist/Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Reba Cook (2014)
John McDonald (2014)
Midge Myers (2014)
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)
Barb Popiel (2016)
Michele Novak (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)

