
June 2015 

Rector’s Writ 
 

It’s been a busy spring so far. As some programs come to an end for summer, 

we’ll continue working on growth, fellowship, service, and giving. We’ll continue 

planning ongoing events for our 150th anniversary year. And, since attendance 

generally drops in the summer, we’re returning this year to a summer schedule 

that continues with two services (8am and 10am) to increase Sunday options 

and hopefully attendance, too. The choir and the Christian Ed team will take a 

break until September, but we’ll be relying on our worship leaders, organist, 

deacon, altar guild, acolytes, lectors, ushers, and coffee hosts for assistance in 

providing these services through the summer. We appreciate the persistent 

faithfulness of those who serve and participate, some in several ways, so we can all 

gather to worship God and share in fellowship. 

In keeping members informed, we want to remind people that Grace Church 

will be making a one time contribution of $10,000 to the Planting for 
Tomorrow—Growing in Faith Today capital campaign to fund the Camp and 

Retreat Center in Wakeman. This money will come from funds that Kenneth 

Boydell left to Grace Church. The vestry and rector felt that given our current 

budget deficit, this was a way for us to support the efforts of the Diocese of Ohio to 

provide a more centrally located, handicap accessible camp and retreat center for 

current and future members. Ken was faithful in supporting diocesan and parish 

ministries, and we hope to honor his and the Boydell family’s commitment by 

this donation. This June we will also have an “in pew” offering so members may 

give their financial support to the Camp and Retreat Center. On Saturday, June 

20th, all members of parishes in the Diocese of Ohio are invited to the Camp and 

Retreat Center in Wakeman for a day of celebrating the progress and giving that 

are bringing this plan into reality. We hope several members of Grace Church will 

attend this event.  

Later this summer, we will hold a campaign for the Bishop’s Appeal, which 

includes giving to Episcopal Community Services in support of their many 

human needs and parish based ministries. Grace has a good history of support for 

this important ministry as well.  

We offer our thanks to every member for your prayers and participation, your 

giving and service that help us all to grow—as a church and as individuals—in 

our love of God and one another.  

May you and yours enjoy the summer  

and all our Lord’s blessings. 

Carol + 

The Grace Vine 



Service and Lay Ministry Schedule 

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that 

person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church. 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 

 Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks 

 Leaders 10:00 Carolyn Englert 

 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 

Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman 

  10:00 Toni Worthen & Marsha Snyder  

 Acolyte David Miller 

 Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Jane Gear-Jozsa 

 Counters Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren 

 Emeritus Kathy Summy 

 1st Reading 1 Samuel 8:4-20; 11:14-15 

  Nancy Lundgren 

 

 Psalm 138 

 

 2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

  Fred Lundgren 

 

 Gospel Mark 3:20-35 

    Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 

 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 

 Worship 8:00 Sally Dier 

 Leader 10:00 Nancy Lundgren 

 Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin 

 Acolyte Jenna Summy 

 Altar Guild Marsha Snyder & Jane Gear-Jozsa 

Coffee Hosts 8:00 Rick Lashley & Debbie Shorts  

  10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald  

 Counters Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren 

   1st Reading 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 

  Jeff Croll 

 

 Psalm 20 

                           

 2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

  Martha Croll              

                         

 Gospel Mark 4:26-34 

Sunday,  June 14                          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 3 Pentecost 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 

 Worship  8:00 Bette Brooks 

 Leader 10:00 Roberta O’Keefe 

 Greeters Jeff & Lisa Marsh 

 Acolyte Eric Splinter 

 Altar Guild Marsha Snyder & Jane Gear-Jozsa  

Coffee Hosts   8:00 TBA 

   10:00 Cindy Ward & Cindy Hoskins 

 Counters Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren 

 Emeritus Bill Snyder 

 1st Reading  1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 

  Tim Splinter                 32-49 

 

           Psalm   9:9-20 

 

 2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

  Kathy Summy 

  

 Gospel Mark 4:35-41 

Sunday,  June 21                          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 4 Pentecost 

Sunday,  June 7                            8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 2 Pentecost 



 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 

 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 

 Worship 8:00 Sally Dier 

 Leaders  10:00 Bill Snyder  

 Greeters David Miller & Alexandra Wroblewski 

 Acolyte Jeff Marsh 

Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA 

  10:00  Nancy & Jim Ervin 

 Altar Guild Marsha Snyder & Jane Gear-Jozsa 

 Counters Bette Brooks & Carolyn Englert      

 1st Reading 2nd Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

  Jeff Croll 

  

 Psalm 130 

 

 2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

  Carolyn Englert 

 

 Gospel Mark 5:21-43 

Sunday,  June 28                          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 5 Pentecost 

 Celebrant The Rev. William Snyder 

 Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks 

 Leaders 10:00 Carolyn Englert 

 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 

 Acolyte David Miller 

Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA 

  10:00 Marsha & Bill Snyder 

 Altar Guild Sandy Ulbricht & Joan Seman 

 Counters Fred Lundgren & Carol Marotta 

 Emeritus Kathy Summy 

 1st  Reading 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

  Nancy Lundgren 

 

 Psalm 48 

 

 2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

  Fred Lundgren 

 

 Gospel Mark 6:1-13 

Sunday,  July 5                            8:00 & 10:00 AM Morning Prayer                                 6 Pentecost 

Birthdays 
 

6th  David Ondrejko 

8th  Eric Splinter 

9th  Cindy Hoskins 

10th Johnnie Machisko  

 Burt Stover 

11th  Georgia Golec  

15th  Sally Dier 

  Stacy Scibelli 

 Ryan Burky 

18th  June Marks 

20th  Wilda Autry 

 Paige Thomas 

21st  Carol Evans 

22nd  Michael Ondrejko Jr. 

23rd  Sandy Ulbricht 

25th  Maynard Evans  

26th  Taylor Paxton 

  Jenna Summy 

  Aiden Young 

28th  Jeff Croll 

Anniversaries 
 

3rd  Keith & Janice Lallathin 

7th  Maynard & Carol Evans 

9th  Amir & Stephanie Amirazzaman 

23rd  Tim & Stacy Scibelli 

24th Coral & Eric Marotta 

27th  Frank & Joan Seman 

 

Baptisms 
 

2nd  Olivia Golic  

7th  Judy Watkins 

  Tim Splinter 

8th Kara Simonson 

 MacAlah Simonson 

 Lynn Zimmerman 

22nd  Fred Lundgren  

  Johnnie Machisko 

?  Kenneth Englert  

  Carolyn Englert 

  Rodney Stickle 

  Chris Stickle 

 Loretta Reigelman  

Congratulations! 
and many happy returns... 



Grace Church received the Raven’s Award from the 

Ravenna Chamber of Commerce last month. Rev. 

Carol, Reba Cook, Bette Brooks, Barb Popiel, 

Shirley & Mike Johnson, Bill & Marsha Snyder, 

Joan & Frank Seman, and Ralph & Kay Wise were 

among the members of the congregation who enjoyed 

the evening and the presentation… 

But the BIG – BIG – BIG news has been our 150th 

Anniversary celebration. Wow, what a wonderful 

event. But first of all we have to thank Barb Popiel and 

her committee: Rev. Carol, John McDonald, Nancy 

Ervin, David Miller, Carol Marotta, Mechele 

Novak, & Bette Brooks for  their  planning and 

executing their plans. We had people here from 

Arizona, Massachusetts, New Jersey and Michigan. 

Marilyn (Donahue) Van Epps--aka Duane & Daryl 

Jolly’s mom--arranged a trip from Arizona to spend 

the day at the gathering, surprising her good friend Sue 

Ahrens and everybody; Sonja (Ahrens) Sherwood 

and her children Morgan and John were here from 

Massachusetts, Laura & Steve Thompson came from 

New Jersey along with their son, Gordon who is 

currently living in Saginaw, Michigan.  We had state 

Senator John Eklund in attendance, former rector Fr. 

Brian Wilbert, The Revs. Gay & Albert Jennings, 

The Revs. Julie Fisher and Kip Colegrove, Deacon 

Jim Wichman and his son Mark, The Rev. Jim 

Cooney, Rev. William Kraynak (Immaculate 

Conception), and Lt. Justin Barter (the Salvation 

Army). We enjoyed seeing several extended family of 

our current members, past members like Helen & Larry 

White, as well as members and fr iends from St. 

Paul Lutheran, Immaculate Conception, other Ravenna 

churches and Dianne Hawkins, a member of the 

Mission Area Council who visited from St. Mark’s, 

Wadsworth. Several people involved in the community 

through service and city government visited including: 

Anne Marie Noble from the Center  of Hope, Bill 

Wisniewski, Fran Ricciardi, Amy and Shane 

Michael, and Sabrina Christian-Bennett.  Almost 

every member of Grace Church was here to either take 

part or help.  

Thanks to everyone who baked all the cookies, 

cakes, and pies for our celebration.  The Civil War era 

group camped out on our front lawn and in full 

costume served homemade donuts and jelly. Seventeen 

raffle baskets were donated: the Civil War basket, 

donated by Kathy Summy and won by Kathy Sheet; the 

Children’s basket, donated by Barb Popiel and won by 

Emily O’Neil; the blue canister  set with gift card, 

donated by Barb Popiel and won by Martha Croll; the 

wine basket was donated by Susan Merrill and won by 

Holly Kreierhoff; the Craft basket donated by 

Carolyn Englert and won by Billy Johnson; The 

Ohio State basket was donated by Barb Popiel and won 

by Bill Snyder; the ECW donated the Pamper Me 

basket that was won by Madison Ribelin; the Lottery 

ticket basket was donated by Mechele Novak, Barb 

Popiel, & others and was won by Dennis Dier; 

Work & Garden basket was donated by John 

McDonald and won by Cindy Hoskins; the Movie 

Night basket was donated by Joan Seman and won by 

Rachel Audet; Reba Cook donated the Mexican 

Basket won by Janet Hughes; the Kitchen basket was 

donated by Nancy Ervin & Cindy Ward won by R. 

Williams; Tray & Tr ivet donated by Judy Canan 

was won by R. Zimmerman; the Arbonne basket 

donated by Joan Seman was won by Lisa Paxton; the 

polisher/buffer, donated by Autozone & Chris Stickle 

was won by Mary Ann; the Baby basket given by Barb 

Popiel was won by Chris Stickle; the Coffee & Tea 

basket had multiple donations and was won by Jim 

Wichman. WOW! That’s a lot of baskets. The 50/50 

drawing was won by Michele Lambert… 

Nancy Ervin and her  group: Mary Jean & John 

McDonald, Cindy Ward, Cindy Hoskins, and Jim 

Ervin worked to make the free luncheon very 

special. They served sandwiches of chicken salad, ham 

salad, cucumbers & cream cheese, and hot dogs; all 

served on a croissant, bread or bun; along with a bag of 

chips and a can of pop. All the croissants were donated 

by Giant Eagle and the potato chips were donated by 

Brian Jozsa who works for  the Wise Potato Chip 

Company. Water and soda pop were donated by 

members of the congregation. A display table was 

offered with antiques and collectables from the 1800’s 

belonging to members of the church. Thanks to Jeff & 

Lisa Marsh and their  gir ls Rachel & Sarah Beth 

Audet for  filling and decorating the par ish hall and 

church with balloons. Chrissie Stickle displayed 

Did You Know?... 



pictures and answered questions about youth activities. 

Our teenagers Jenna Summy & Sammi Stickle offered 

face painting to any young person that wanted it – and a 

lot of kids did. Chrissie also made sure the Youth 

Group had crafts for young visitors to do. Gracie’s 

Back Door was open and Sally Dier and Nancy 

Lundgren worked many days to prepare all the 

displays and it was a very successful day for them. All 

in all it was a wonderful day!! We offer our heartfelt 

thanks to ALL our members who volunteered and 

helped in so many ways to make the celebration a fine 

one. We give thanks and praise to God for the faithful, 

good spirited people with which Grace Church has 

been and continues to be blessed.  

 Now, besides the 150th Open House… 

John McDonald was surpr ised to see three large 

black cattle in his back yard, and he and the neighbors 

spent some time rounding them up and back to the farm 

where they belong… 

Professor Lisa Marsh is very excited about taking 

eight of her Kent State students to Brazil this summer 

where they will be working with autistic children.  How 

wonderful to be able to make a difference in the lives of 

these children. New “hubby” Jeff will be staying home 

with the girls, Sarah Beth & Rachel. I’m sure these 

girls have plans that will keep him busier than usual 

until Lisa returns home… 

Steve & Susan Merrill are headed to Alaska in 

their camper and will spend most of the summer 

traveling the northwest… 

Nancy & Fred Lundgren headed for  Texas to 

visit with son Bill and his girls. One of their 

granddaughters had a field trip while they were visiting. 

When she was asked how the trip went, she was so 

excited and said it was great--the bus caught on fire and 

there was smoke everywhere and another bus had to 

come and get them! And the place they visited was nice 

too… 

Fred’s mother Elizabeth Webb celebrated her  

101 birthday on May 6th… 

We heard from Phyllis Shorts that their family will 

be celebrating Bill’s 90th birthday. Phyllis says Bill still 

isn’t on the golf course yet – but he’s hoping it won’t 

be long… 

Congratulations to Taylor Paxton who will 

graduating from Stow High School this June. Taylor 

will be attending the University of Akron this fall… 

And Julia Canan graduated from Fortis College this 

spring with a degree in Applied Science and Health 

Information Technology… 

Carolyn & Ken Englert are headed for  Texas 

where they will attending their granddaughter’s 

Rachel’s graduation… 

Laura Marotta, Carol’s granddaughter, won a 

two week scholarship to a horse camp in southern 

Ohio. Laura had to write a letter telling them why she 

wanted this scholarship and her guidance counselor and 

teachers wrote letters on her behalf.  Congratulations to 

Laura who not only loves horses, but writes a very 

good letter!... 

Toni & Megan Worthen have moved from 

Atwater to Ravenna. Their new address is (contact the 

office). Toni loves her new house – but hates moving. 

We hear you!!... 

Chris Stickle has decided to step down as P.T.O. 

president at West Main Street Elementary School after 

15 years in that position. Her parents Wilda & Lane 

Autry are also “packing it up”—for the last four 

years they’ve served popcorn at the school every 

Friday from September through May (Wilda is known 

as “Popcorn Grandma”) and Lane loved bringing the 

baked goods. The family won’t stop doing things 

together so they will be joining a bowling league. Chris 

and her family have taken part in “Relay for Life” for 

many years in in the Ravenna community. And this 

year Chris walked 12 miles around the football field at 

Ravenna High School and Kathy Summy walked 15 

miles, all in the support of cancer research… 

Marcia Splinter & son Eric tr aveled to upstate 

New York to visit prospective colleges and then visit 

with her parents who live in the area. While there 

Marcia’s father, Harold, had a farming accident and 

was in serious condition with broken ribs among other 

injuries; the most recent report was that he’s doing 

much better. Please keep Harold in your prayers. It was 

certainly a good thing that Marcia was in the area, and 

she’ll be visiting soon to check up on her parents… 

Our sincere sympathy to the McDonald family; 

John’s mother Winnie Wilson died on Sunday, 

April 26th. She would have been 110 years old on May 

26th. We offer our sympathy and prayers to Rick Taylor 

and his family over the death of his mother, Shirley, 

who died on Sunday, April 12th and was one of the 

oldest members of the First Congregational Church. 

And our sympathy to all the Snyder family; Bill’s 

brother Jerry Snyder died on May 16th after a long 

illness.  

Kevin Splinter began the season with his summer 

baseball team by playing 7 games in 5 days. They took 

second place in a Memorial weekend tournament 

followed by league games on Tuesday and Wednesday 

that were both suspended in the 5th inning by storms 

with only 1 and 2 outs needed for official wins! Way to 

go boys and summer has clearly arrived! 



The Bulletin Board 

Planting for Tomorrow 
Growing in Faith Today   

   

Saturday, June 20th from 11 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. join us for a celebration of the Planting 

for Tomorrow—Growing in Faith Today program that has successfully raised funds 

for the Camp and Retreat Center at the Wakeman property on 4655 State Route 60, 

Wakeman, Ohio.  There will be food, activities, tours of the property and an update 

about the project.  

   

Several months ago Grace Church Vestry approved $10,000.00 for this project, thanks 

to Ken Boydell’s generosity to God’s Church by remembering Grace in his will. In 

June we will begin an “in pew” donation to invite and encourage any members who 

would like to make an individual donation in support of the diocesan Camp and 

Retreat Center to do so.  Checks can be made out to the Diocese of Ohio with Camp & 

Retreat Ministry in the memo.  

   

Please see Bishop 

Hollingsworth’s article in the 

Spring issue of Church Life (p. 

3, or copies available in the 

parish hall) regarding church 

collaborative campaign figures, 

gifts and “in pew” giving from 

parishes, and individual giving 

figures to date. The rector and 

vestry of Grace Church feel it’s 

important to support our diocese 

in this effort to establish a camp 

and retreat ministry for current 

and future generations. We and 

the diocese invite and welcome 

your participation in this June 

20th celebration in Wakeman.   



 Shirley Johnson and Marcia Splinter for 

taking all the pictures at the 150th 

celebration.  We enjoyed the pictures 

almost as much as the celebration! 

 All the anonymous donors to the non-

perishable food wagon and to Bill Snyder 

for taking the food to the Center of Hope. 

 Carolyn Englert for keeping the prayer 

chain 

 Jim & Nancy Ervin for keeping our 

church building clean. 

 The ECW for their continued support of 

the Lillian Vallely School in Blackfoot, 

Idaho. 

 Chris Stickle, Kathy Summy, and Jenna 

Summy for walking for Relay for Life on 

May 16. 

 Everyone who gave funds to the United 

Thank Offering spring ingathering. 

 Chris Stickle and her sister Denise 

Sheridan for representing Grace Church 

and--with St. Paul Lutheran volunteers--

provided a Loaves & Fishes Saturday 

lunch for the needy.  Thanks to the donors 

and those who bring food to help with the 

cost of this lunch. 

 Nancy & Fred Lundgren and Sally Dier 

for all their hard work in Gracie’s Back 

Door. 

 John McDonald & Mike Johnson for 

painting the rectory front porch. 

 Barb Popiel for her leadership with the 

150th anniversary committee and to all 

those volunteers – too many to mention. 

 Goldie Shriver for her constancy in our 

nursery. 

 Sue Ahrens & Chris Stickle, our Sunday 

school teachers, for all their work with 

our students. 

 Judy Canan for making out the lay 

schedules every month. 

 Our choir and our fearless leaders 

Martha Croll and Tim Lewicki for 

wonderful music – enjoy your 

summer “vacation”.  See you in the 

fall.   

 Chris Stickle for bringing treats to the 

office – whether we need it or not!! 

 Jane Gear-Jozsa for joining the altar 

guild 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 



Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends 
By Bette Brooks 

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. 

The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will. 

 
Saint Mark 

 

Just who is Saint Mark?  Is he Mark the Evangelist?  John Mark, companion to Paul and Barnabas, who 

argued over including him in their journeys and parted ways?  Mark, a kinsman of Barnabas and one of 

the “Seventy Disciples?”  Once again, even now with a man who may have been the author of the first 

Gospel, we just don’t know.  What we do know is that, first, it was common for Jewish men to carry a 

Jewish name and a Roman name as well—and John was one of the most common Jewish names.  And 

Mark (Marcus) was one of the most common Roman names!  That’s not much help.  Second, there is an 

unbroken tradition that identifies Mark the Evangelist with John Mark and with Mark the cousin of 

Barnabas.  So, for clarity’s sake (if not for accuracy!), let’s follow Mark, who may have been with Jesus 

off and on during much of His ministry. 

 

Many scholars think that Mark was an early follower of Christ but left the group when Jesus explained 

that his flesh was “real food” and his blood was “real drink.”  A number of followers could not fathom 

this nor accept it.  Tradition holds that he was restored to belief by Peter and was the young man who 

fled the Garden of Gethsemane naked on the night that Jesus was arrested.   

 

We lose track of Mark after the Ascension until he joins Peter for travels to Antioch, Asia Minor, and 

finally back to Rome around 42 AD.  It is believed that Mark wrote down Peter’s sermons and that these 

were the basis for the Gospel according to St. Mark.  Around 49 AD, Mark traveled to Alexandria, 

Egypt, and founded the Church of Alexandria.  Today, both the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Greek 

Orthodox Church of Alexandria claim to be successors of this original community.  In fact, aspects of 

the Coptic liturgy can be traced back to Mark himself and he became the first bishop of Alexandria and 

is honored as the founder of Christianity in Africa.  He was martyred in 68 AD.  It is believed that 

pagans seized him, placed a rope around his neck and dragged him through the streets until he died.  He 

was buried in Alexandria. 

 

In 828, relics believed to be the body of St. Mark were stolen from Alexandria by two Venetian 

merchants (with the assistance of two Greek monks) and taken to Venice.  Over the next two hundred 

years, the Basilica of St. Mark was built in Venice.  When it came time to re-inter the relics, they 

couldn’t be found!  However, according to tradition, in 1094 the saint himself revealed the location of of 

his remains by extending an arm from a pillar in the cathedral!   

 

St. Mark’s attribute is the lion and he is often characterized as “lion-hearted.”  This possibly comes from 

the legend that he was thrown to the lions by the Romans.  However, the lions refused to bite or harm 

him in any way.  When the guards checked the next morning, the lions were asleep at his feet and he was 

stroking and petting them as though they were house cats! 

 

So, does it really matter “who” Saint Mark is?  Probably not.  For we have his legacy, the first of the 

three synoptic Gospel, the book that many scholars believe was the foundation of the other two. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 

250 W. Cedar St. 

Ravenna OH 44266 

Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna 

 

The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector 

The Rev. William Snyder 

Marsha Snyder—Secretary 

Tim Lewicki—Organist 

 Martha Croll—Choirmaster 

 

Phone: 330-296-3443 

Web Site: www.graceravenna.org 

Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org 

 

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 

Fred Lundgren (2015) 

Steve Merrill (2015) 

Frank Seman (2015) 

Barb Popiel (2016) 

Michele Novak (2016) 

Carol Marotta (2016) 

Kay Canan(2017) 

Bette Brooks(2017) 

Carolyn Englert(2017) 


