
July 2019 

Rector’s Writ 
 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!      
…A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.    
…Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love.   
…Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. Yea, our heart is glad in him, because we 
trust in his holy name. Let thy steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in thee.”    
 (Ps. 33:12, 16-18, 20-22) 

 

This seems a very appropriate psalm as we prepare to celebrate the fourth of July.  

We believe that our country won its independence and forged its guiding 

principles with the help, grace, and goodness of God.  We see the phrase “in God we 

trust” in our courtrooms and on our money and in places where that noisy vocal 

minority of non-believers think it should not be.  And yet our trust in God is one 

of the main reasons our nation has grown, prospered, and become a nation known 

for justice, freedom, and hope over these past two centuries. 

There’s an interesting bit of history for anyone who thinks the Episcopal 

Church takes its English roots lightly.  The Lessons and Prayers appointed for the 

national observance of July 4th were part of the first Proposed Prayer Book in 

America in 1786.  However, the first General Convention (in 1789) deleted this 

observance, deeming it inappropriate since the majority of the Church’s clergy were 

ordained in England and therefore had pledged loyalty to the British crown.  

America’s first Episcopal bishop, Samuel Seabury, was consecrated by Scottish 

bishops in 1784 since, as an American citizen, he was unwilling to swear 

allegiance to the British crown.   

As the American Episcopal Church crafted its own Constitution and began  

electing our own bishops, the mother Church in England realized negotiation was 

in order.  In 1787 William White and Samuel Provoost (bishops-elect of 

Pennsylvania and New York, respectively) were consecrated as bishops at 

Lambeth Chapel.   The mutual bonds of affection were established, even though 

another Church in another nation was founded.  At the American Episcopal 

Church’s first General Convention in 1789, the observance of July 4th was 

removed from America’s Book of Common Prayer.  In fact, there was no liturgical 

observance of July 4th until the 1928 Prayer Book revision. 

     Celebrating Independence Day, we pray that God will continue to bless our 

nation and keep our people and churches striving for justice, unity, and peace.  

The one God in whom we trust will continue to be our foundation and provide 

faith for us to know and follow Christ “whose service is 

perfect freedom.” 

Carol+ 

The Grace Vine 



Service and Lay Ministry Schedule 
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that 
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church. 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Carolyn Englert 
 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 
 Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Cindy Ward 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman 
  10:00 Marsha & Bill Snyder Hot Dog Lunch 
 Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren  

 1st Reading 2 Kings 5:1-14 
  Nancy Lundgren 
 
 Psalm 30 
 
 2nd Reading Galatians 6:1-16 
  Fred Lundgren 
 
 Gospel Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Sunday, July 7                              8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 4 Pentecost 

    Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Wrshp Ldr 8:00 Sally Dier 
 Greeters Jim & Nancy Ervin 
 Acolyte Jeff Marsh 
 Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Cindy Ward 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson 
  10:00 Carol M., Gail and Doris 
 Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren  

   1st Reading Amos 7:7-17  
  Kathy Summy 
 
 Psalm 82 
                           
 2nd Reading Colossians 1:1-14  
  Jeff Croll 
                         
 Gospel Luke 10:25-37 

Sunday,  July 14                          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 5 Pentecost 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship  8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Charles Parsons  
 Greeters Lisa & Jeff Marsh 
 Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Cindy Ward 
Coffee Hosts   8:00 TBA 
   10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk 
 Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren  

 1
st
 Reading  Amos 8:1-12  

  Carolyn Englert  
 
           Psalm   52 
 
 2nd Reading Colossians 1:15-28 
  Tim Splinter 
  
 Gospel Luke 10:38-42 

Sunday,  July 21                          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 6 Pentecost 

Outreach 
 
We continue with Outreach, giving food and personal items to the Center of Hope.  Please continue to 
take your clothing to the County Clothing Center.  The APL is always in need of food and other items for 
the animals (see the list on the bin).  Don’t forget to mark the Outreach sheet with your donated items.  
The list is in the parish hall.   

 

Raven Packs 
 
Raven Packs for the 2019-2020 school year will begin by collecting Granola Bars (260 individual items).  
The last day we will be collecting these is September 1st.  Looking ahead, we will then be collecting 
Goldfish Crackers which will be needed by Sunday, September 29th.  Thank you so much for your gener-
ous participation in this program for the elementary children in the Ravenna school district.  –Barb Popiel 



 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Worship 8:00 Sally Dier 
 Leader 10:00 Nancy Lundgren 
 Greeters Mary Jean & John McDonald  
 Acolyte Gerry Rich 
 Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Cindy Ward 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Pat Williams 
 10:00  Nancy & Jim Ervin 
 Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren  

 1st Reading Hosea 1:2-10 
  Martha Croll 
  
 Psalm 85 
 
 2nd Reading Colossians 2:6-19 
  Phillip George  
 
 Gospel Luke 10:38-42 

Sunday,  July 28                           8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                7 Pentecost 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Carolyn Englert 
 Greeters Nancy &Fred Lundgren 
 Altar Guild Bette Brooks & Joan Seman 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman 
  10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich 
 Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers 
 

 1
st  

Reading Hosea 11:1-11 
  Nancy Lundgren    
 
 Psalm 107: 1-9,43  
 
 2nd Reading Colossians 3:1-11  
  Fred Lundgren 
 
 Gospel Luke 12:13-21 

Sunday,  August  4                       8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                8 Pentecost 

Fund Raising Committee 
 
On October 12th a wine tasting event is planned. Jeff 
Sherman from Heinen’s in Shaker Heights will 
present wines for our tasting pleasure.  We will be 
asking for snacks of: cheese, crackers, grapes, 
strawberries, meat (salami, pepperoni), pretzels, 
cookies, brownies, and chocolate/candy.   The cost 
will be $25.00 per ticket.  We will offer eight wine 
baskets for raffle: 2  red baskets (sweet/dry); 2 
white baskets (sweet/dry); 2 rose baskets (sweet/
dry); and 2 baskets with sparkling wines. 
 

 
 
 
Beginning in the fall (September, 2019 – May 2020) on 
the first Tuesday of every month we will offer a dinner 
to the congregation and the community.  The first dinner 
will be pork roast, mashed potatoes with gravy, green 
beans and a dessert. The price will be $10.00 per person.   
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions please contact members of the committee: Cherry Monegan, Chairperson; Caitlin 
Barney-Fritsch, Carol Marotta, Midge Myers, and Marsha Snyder. 



Rain, rain, go away, come again some other day. I 
used to sing that song when I was much younger, but now 
I really mean it! Wow! Have we had the rain!... 

We want to thank everyone here at Grace who has 
been so generous to our youth. There have been donations 
to help cover expenses for two of our young people 
attending the Diocesan Summer Youth Mission Trip and 
to help support our youth group programs. Two of our 
youth—MacAlah Simonson and Richard Sepelak—
attended the Lock In & Fund Raiser at St. Paul’s, Medina, 
June 8th and 9th, and they’ll be among a large group 
attending the Summer Youth Mission trip to Franklin, Pa. 
The vestry used funds from the Youth Scholarship to 
cover registration costs, and the Summit Mission Area 
Council gave funds to support youth from our area 
churches as well. But there are still out of pocket 
expenses, and parishioners wanted to be sure our youth 
had adequate funds for the trip. Those who contributed 
toward the mission trip and to support our Youth Group 
activities included Shirley & Mike Johnson, Jack & Joann 
Sarver, Kingsland Pretorius & Doug Holzschuk, Fred 
& Nancy Lundgren, Kathy Summy, Bette Brooks, 
Marsha Snyder, Sue Ahrens, Barb Popiel, Joan & 
Frank Seman, Debbie Shorts & Rick Lashley, and Pat 
Williams. Thank you for  thinking that our  youth are 
important to you and to the growth of our church.  Many 
thanks to Carol Marotta who got all the information to the 
kids, drove them to Medina for a Lock In and Fund 
Raiser, took them to Medina again for the trip and picked 
them up after they got home… 

Thanks to Carolyn Englert for the new pew packs she 
placed on the coat rack in the narthex. Since there is no 
summer church school these pew packs are for those 
bringing young ones to church. Please just place the bag 
and the clip board back on the rack when you leave 
church. You may keep the art work and maybe discuss the 
Bible stories with your children when you get home… 

Amir Amiruzzaman, who teaches at Kent State 
attended a conference in the UK. His wife, Stefanie (who 
also teaches and studies at Kent State) and their son, Aleo 
went with him, and they all had a wonderful time… 

Kay Canan was showing pictures of her  new 
grandson Luca, and it’s amazing how much he looks like 
his mother Julie when she was a baby. Mom, Kay (and 
now Grandma twice) remembers and showed Julie her 
baby picture, and it is amazing how much they look alike! 
Both cute as they can be!... 

Mike & Shirley Johnson attended their  
granddaughter Elizabeth’s high school graduation. 
Elizabeth attended a private school that graduated about 
80 children, and it was a wonderful event. Lisa Paxton 
held an Open House to celebrate daughter Paige’s 

graduation from high school. Lisa’s brother Bill flew in 
from Dallas for the party. Lisa, Uncle Bill, and 
grandparents Nancy and Fred Lundgren attended, not 
only the open house, but—just a few days later—Taylor 
Paxton’s induction as a police officer  for  Stow. Wow! 
Some big events in just a few days’ time. Congratulations 
to both Paige and Taylor!!... 

Marcia & Eric Splinter are in the play “Gilligan’s 
Island,” presented by Garrettsville Curtain’s Up theater 
group. It’s a musical comedy and sounds like a lot of fun. 
If you like to laugh and enjoy music, the performances are 
July, 19, 20, 21 and 26 & 27th at the high school in 
Garrettsville… 

No sooner had Beverly Brooks completed her term as 
a member of the College of Wooster alumni board of 
trustees than she learned of appointment to the NCAA 
Eligibility Center High School Advisory Group. Her mom 
Bette says the only downside to this new activity is that 
it doesn’t require regular trips to Wooster… 

Grace members attended a picnic gathering at City 
Park on June 23rd. It was a beautiful day and everyone 
enjoyed the food and the fellowship. Those attending 
were: Carol & Eric Marotta; Gail & Chris Richards; Doris 
Whipple; Lynn Ann Zimmerman; Sue & Bruce 
Ahrens; Martha & Jeff Croll; Alexandra Wroblewski 
& David Miller; Karen Krofta and a friend she 
invited; Cherry & John Monegan; and Rev. Carol… 

One of our own, Phyllis Shorts was laid to rest in our 
Memorial Garden on June 22nd.  Attending were Phyllis’ 
daughter Judy; son Bill and his wife Malia; daughter 
Susan and her  husband Harold; and long-time family 
friend Michael Doak and his wife Beverly. Even though 
we had rain for days, it was bright and sunny that 
morning. Rest in peace, Phyllis, and God’s blessings and 
comfort to all her family. 

Did You Know?... 



Baptisms 
 
7th Julie Canan 
16th  Georgia Golec 
19th Eric Splinter 
29th Midge Myers  
 

Anniversaries 
 
8th David & Jennifer Golec 
11th Kenneth & Carolyn Englert 
13th Jeff & Martha Croll 
16th Ralph & Kay Wise 
21st Phil & Courtney Rich 
24th Dan & Lynn Francois 
 

Congratulations! 
and many happy returns... 

Birthdays 
 

1st Lisa Paxton 
2nd Emily O’Neill 
3rd Isaiah Allison 
6th Debbie Houchen 
7th Kara Simonson 
10th Phillip George 
11th Michelle Lambert 
12th Rev. Lloyd O’Keefe 
 Amy Seman 
14th Bev Lewis-Mercury 
15th Kirsten Seman  
16th Noah Allison 
20th Bill Snyder 
 Daniel Kearsey 
23rd Michael Canan 
 Debbie Shorts 
26th Dennis Dier 
27th Frank Seman 
31st Samuel Rich  

Our thanks and appreciation to those who have done—
and continue to do—so many things to keep life at 
Grace Church going smoothly: 
 
 The many people who serve as greeters, hosts at 8 

& 10am coffee hour, and work with each other to 
cover while someone is out of town. 

 Gerry Rich and Jeff Marsh for serving as acolytes, 
and to Eric Splinter who’s stepped up when needed, 
in choir and as an acolyte; and to Tim Splinter for 
helping out as our ‘thurifer in residence.’   
(In addition to choir and lector, he tends the incense 
when no one’s available.) 

 Cathy Potisuk and Marsha Snyder for creating some 
beautiful arrangements for altar flowers. 

 Marcia Splinter for giving her time and talents as 
Grace Treasurer and getting us through the annual 
audit. 

 Tim Splinter for editing and creating layout and 
graphic designs for the Grace Vine and sending out 
via e-mail. 

 John McDonald for changing several light bulbs 
and for picking up new LED bulbs. 

 Bette Brooks and Nancy Lundgren for the many 
hours they’ve spent getting the Memorial Garden in 
good form; measuring and plotting diagrams; and 
setting up new urns and plants.  

 Mike & Shirley Johnson for digging the burial 
space for ashes on June 22nd. 

 Deacon Bill Snyder for his help and participation in 
our worship services. 

 Bette Brooks, Sally Dier, Carolyn Englert, Nancy 
Lundgren, and Charles Parsons who serve as 8 & 
10am Worship Leaders and as lectors.  Additional 
lectors are Martha & Jeff Croll, Phillip George, 
Fred Lundgren, Karen Krofta, Tim Splinter, and 
Kathy Summy. 

 Nancy & Jim Ervin for all they do to prep for our 
special events (Mother’s Day Breakfast, serving the 
Pentecost Cake, and making sure we have plenty of 
coffee, cups, small plates, napkins, and juice for 
coffee hour). 

 
This listing does NOT cover all the ways people serve 
at Grace.  We’ll plan next issue to remember more 
volunteers and groups who help with worship, service, 
and outreach in the community.  Our thanks to God for 
all who do these ministries! 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 



The Bulletin Board 

GRACIE’S BACK DOOR 
 

Once again we are having “CHRISTMAS IN JULY” (more accurately 
“Christmas from July through December).  Please do make it a point to 
come down and visit us between services and after the 10:00 a.m. service.  
Tell your friends and family about all our great buys. 
 
Sick Room Supplies:  Gracie’s has the following items for use, free to 
those in need of them. 
 1 pair of crutches 1 elevated toilet seat 
 4 walkers (2 collapsible) 1 bed rail 
 3 canes (1 with a seat) 3 blood pressure monitors 
 2 wheel chairs 1 walking boot (size small) 
 2 bath stools 3 glucose meters 
 2 bath benches 1 box sterile cotton tip applicator 
 5 commodes 1 fanny (spinal) pillow 
 
Please remember these are here to be used if you need them or know of 
anyone that does. 
 



Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends 
By Bette Brooks 

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. 
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will. 

 
 

Hiram Bingham IV (July 17, 1903-January 12, 1988 July 17 
 
The phrase “Righteous Gentiles” has come to mean any non-Jew who risked their life to save Jews during 
the Holocaust.  However, within the lectionary of the Episcopal Church, it refers to 5 individuals 
specifically:  Raoul Wallenberg of Sweden; Hiram Bingham IV of the USA; Karl Lutz of Switzerland; C. 
Sujihara of Japan; and Andrew Trocme of France.  This entry will be about Hiram Bingham IV, an 
American. 
 
Harry was born into a wealthy and politically prominent Connecticut family.  His father was a former 
governor and US Senator and his mother was an heiress of the Tiffany fortune.  The Foreign Service of 
the Department of State was an obvious career choice and Harry served as a civilian secretary in our 
embassy in Japan after graduation from Yale in 1925.  After obtaining his law degree from Harvard, he 
took the foreign service exam and scored third in his class.  His first assignment was in Beijing, China, 
where he witnessed the beginnings of the communist revolution.  He then served in Warsaw, Poland, and 
in London, England.  In 1939, Harry was posted to the US Consulate in Marseilles, France, where he had 
responsibility for issuing entry visas to the USA.   
 
In May 1940, Hitler invaded France and the French government fell and sued for peace.  Most of France’s 
large population of foreign refugees were forced to move into internment camps.  Many refugees went to 
Marseilles to seek visas for the US and other foreign destinations.  Anxious to limit immigration into the 
US and to maintain good relations with the Nazi puppet Vichy government in France, the US State 
Department actively discouraged diplomats from helping refugees.  In fact, the embassy personnel 
showed little flexibility or compassion.  Harry was the exception.  He visited the refugee camps and was 
horrified by the deplorable conditions, actively seeking aid to improve them.  He helped many refugees to 
avoid internment and prepare for emigration, and he freely issued Nansen passports, a useful form of 
identity for stateless persons.  Harry assisted in the successful emigration of the artist Marc Chagall, 
political theorist Hannah Arendt, novelist Lion Feuchtwanger, as well as many other distinguished 
refugees.  In fact, Harry went so far as to secure Feuchtwanger’s release from the internment camp, hid 
him in his own home, and then made plans to help the refugee walk across the Pyrenees to safety and 
freedom.   
 
Harry’s work did not go unnoticed.  The US State Department abruptly pulled Harry from his position as 
Vice Consul and transferred him to Portugal and then to Argentina.  While in Argentina, he helped track 
Nazi war criminals in South America (Argentina was a haven for Nazis).  In 1945, after being passed over 
for promotion, he resigned from the Foreign Service.  He did not speak much about his wartime activities.  
In fact, his own family had little knowledge of them until after his death.  His widow Rose and their son 
were remodeling the family’s Connecticut farmhouse and found the Marseilles documents; these were 
donated to the US Holocaust Memorial Museum.  More documents were found in the farmhouse and 
finally the story of his personal heroism, at the expense of his career, became known.  The State of Israel 
moved quickly to honor him.  In 2002, Secretary of State Colin Powell presented a posthumous 
“Constructive Dissent” award to Bingham’s children, as close to an apology as the State Department can 
come.  In 2006, the Jewish Anti-Defamation League posthumously presented Harry its “Courage to Care 
Award.”  And later that year, the Episcopal Church added him to a list of “American Saints” In March 
2011, the Simon Wiesenthal Center posthumously awarded Harry its Medal of Valor. 
 
As we approach the celebration of our own nation’s founding and consider the freedoms with which we 
are so richly endowed, let me never forget the bravery and right actions of quiet men, true heroes, such as 
Harry Bingham. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 

250 W. Cedar St. 

Ravenna OH 44266 

Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna 
 
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector 
The Rev. William Snyder 
Marsha Snyder—Secretary 
Tim Lewicki—Organist 
 Martha Croll—Choirmaster 
 
Phone: 330-296-3443 
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org 
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org 
 

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 
Nancy Lundgren(2019) 
Carol Marrota(2019) 
Rick Taylor(2019) 
Midge Meyers(2020) 
Fred Lundgren(2020) 
Barb Popiel(2020) 
Phillip Crouse(2021) 


