
January 2020 

Rector’s Writ 
 

It’s hard to believe we’re already twenty years into this new millennium.  We 

barely have time to reflect and rest in the real peace of Christmas before it’s time to 

open the door to another new year.  Ready or not, we find time marches right in, 

sweeping aside all our efforts to slow it down with lingering reflections of 2019 or 

facing it with determined resolutions for 2020. 

As God’s people at the family of Grace Church, it’s a good time to make 

commitments and plans.  It’s important we do that asking for wisdom to discern 

the Lord’s will and guidance all along the way.  We, as individuals and as a 

church family, need God’s help with daily and long term priorities and goals.  

The plans or goals we call ‘ours’ must begin and remain connected with God’s 

plan and purpose, for Grace Church and for our lives.  It helps to consider the 

basics:  

--growth in our knowledge and love of the Lord and in our love for one anther 

--living & sharing the Gospel, as Christ’s light at Grace Church & in the world 

--building up the people of God with worship, kindness, service, and fellowship 

--growing God’s church at Grace and through grace 

A few prayers follow; hope they’re helpful as we begin service, goals, and growth 

in 2020.  

 
“Heavenly Father, make the door of Grace Church wide enough to receive all who need human love 
and fellowship and a Father’s care; and narrow enough to shut out all envy, pride, and unkind 
words and deeds.  Make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling block to children, to weak 
or straying feet, but rugged and strong enough to turn back the tempter’s power.  Lord, make the 
door of your church at Grace a gateway to your eternal kingdom.  Bless every member and worker 
in our parish family.  May we daily increase in your Holy Spirit of love and service to others, and 
may all we do be to your honor and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.”   
(The Pastor’s Prayerbook, #373, G. Rodenmayer, adpt.)   
 
“In your wisdom, O Lord our God, you have made all things, and have allotted to each of us the 
days of our life: Grant that we may live in your presence, be guided by your Holy Spirit, and offer all 
our works to your honor and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
(The Book of Occasional Services, New Year’s Eve, p.41) 
 
O Lord our God, make it our joy to do your will.  Be the source and strength of our living and 
planning.  May faithful worship, service, fellowship, and growth result, as we follow your ways and 
abide in your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns 
forever.  Amen.  

 

May God’s blessings and peace be with you and those you 

love in 2020 and always. 

Carol+ 

The Grace Vine 



Service and Lay Ministry Schedule 
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that 
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church. 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Carolyn Englert 
 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 
 Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman 
  10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich 
 Counters Fred Lundgren & Midge Myers  

 1st Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14 
  Nancy Lundgren 
 
 Psalm 84 
 
 2nd Reading Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 
  Fred Lundgren 
 
 Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

Sunday, January 5                       8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                2 Christmas 

    Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Wrshp Ldr 8:00 Sally Dier 
 Greeters John & Mary Jean McDonald 
 Acolyte Jeff Marsh 
 Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA 
  10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin 
 Counters Fred Lundgren & Midge Myers  

   1st Reading Isaiah 42:1-9  
  Jack Sarver 
 
 Psalm 29 
                           
 2nd Reading Acts 10:34-43  
  Karen Krofta 
                         
 Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

Sunday,  January 12                   8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 1 Epiphany 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship  8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Charles Parsons  
 Greeters Jeff & Lisa Marsh 
 Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin 
Coffee Hosts   8:00 TBA 
   10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk 
 Counters Fred Lundgren & Midge Myers  

 1st Reading  Isaiah 49:1-7  
  Carolyn Englert  
 
           Psalm   40:1-12 
 
 2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
  Tim Splinter 
  
 Gospel John 1:29-42 

Sunday,  January 19                   8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                 2 Epiphany 

“It’s me, oh, Lord, standing in the need of prayer.” 
Do you ever feel like that?  Or know someone else who may?  You can pick up one of our Prayer 
Squares.  These will be in a basket in the narthex, next to the guest books, and are free to 
anyone who wants one.  Take one for yourself, your friend, your neighbor, or even the cashier at the 
supermarket who looks frazzled and in need of prayer!   We hope this will answer that “need of 
prayer.”  The little squares are handmade by Shirley Johnson, Carolyn Englert, and Mary Cabot and 
have a little saying on the front.  Thanks to you ladies for making them available for all of us.  
What a wonderful idea!  



 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Wrshp Ldr 10:00 Nancy Lundgren 
 Greeters Jim & Nancy Ervin  
 Acolyte Gerry Rich 
 Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA 
 10:00  Doris Whipple & Gail Richards 
 Counters Fred Lundgren & Midge Myers  

 1st Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 
  Jeff Croll 
  
 Psalm 27:1, 5-13 
 
 2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
  Joanne Sarver  
 
 Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 

Sunday,  January 26           9:00 AM Holy Eucharist & Annual Meeting                      3 Epiphany 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks 
 Leader 10:00 Carolyn Englert 
 Greeters Nancy &Fred Lundgren 
 Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman 
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman 
  10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich 
 Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers 

 1st  Reading Malachi 3:1-4 
  Nancy Lundgren    
 
 Psalm 84  
 
 2nd Reading Hebrews 2:14-18  
  Fred Lundgren 
 
 Gospel Luke 2:22-40 

Sunday,  February 2                   8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist         Presentation of Our Lord 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

January 26th, 9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist—Covered Dish Luncheon to Follow the Meeting 
 
We will have one Holy Communion service at 9am, followed by Grace’s 155th Annual Parish 
Meeting on January 26th, 2020. We will elect 3 new members to Vestry; hear reports; and present the 
2020 proposed budget for approval. The meeting will be followed by a covered dish lunch and time 
for fellowship. Please plan to attend. 

The following people are responsible for reports: 
Rector’s Report – Rev. Carol Evans 
Senior Warden’s Report – Rick Taylor 
Junior Warden’s Report – Nancy Lundgren 
Treasurer’s Report – Marcia Splinter 
Deacon’s Report – Bill Snyder 
Altar Guild - Nancy Lundgren 
Altar Guild Financial - Marsha Snyder 
Acolytes – Tim Splinter 
Christian Education – Sue Ahrens/Courtney Rich 
Adult Christian Ed—Carolyn Englert 
Garden Memorial Fund-Marsha Snyder 
Growth Committee—Rick Taylor 

Choir – Martha Croll 
Gracie’s Back Door - Nancy Lundgren/Sally Dier 
Prayer Chain – Carolyn Englert 
ECW – Marsha Snyder 
ECW financial Report - Marsha Snyder  
Discretionary Fund – Marsha Snyder 
Hospitality Committee – Nancy Ervin 
Card Ministry - Shir ley Johnson 
Loaves & Fishes—Chris Stickle 
Visibility Committee—Kay Canan / Sally Dier 
Fund Raising—Cherry Monegan 
Mary Helen Beatty Comm—Barb Popiel 

February 7-8, 2020 
Kalahari Convention Center, 

Sandusky, Ohio 
Anyone interested in going please see Rev. Carol. 

Winter Convocation 
2020 



A new church year has begun---Advent 1, Year A, if 
you don’t already know that.  Thanksgiving came and 
went with a lot of people enjoying family getting 
together, Kay and Ralph Wise enjoyed three such 
Thanksgivings dinners (they have a very big family) and 
I’m sure the Joan & Frank Seman were included in one or 
more of those events. The Snyder’s enjoyed having their  
son Luke & his family with them; six year old grandson 
Max only ate carrots and ice cream – maybe a new 
Thanksgiving menu, it’s an easy one.  Marcia & Tim 
Splinter’s eldest son Eric spent time in Long Island, 
NY to be with his girlfriend Hudson and Marcia & Tim 
were rightfully concerned about him getting back to 
school in upstate New York with the oncoming storms. 
He and Hudson were fine, the car not so much. Carol and 
Maynard went to Louisville to be with Maynard’s 
family, then they were off to Missouri to be with Carol’s 
family.  A long needed vacation.  Rick Lashley and 
Debbie Shorts had at least two days of celebration 
with both their families. Jeff & Martha Croll went to her 
brother’s home and Martha shared in the cooking.   Nancy 
& Fred Lundgren, along with their  daughter  Lisa and 
granddaughter Paige flew to Texas to be with their son 
Bill and his gir ls, Jeanie and Suzy, for  the holiday. 
That’s a long way to go to cook dinner, Nancy!!  Cathy 
Potisuk spent her  day with her  son Matt and daughter  
in-law Melissa at her mother’s home.  Bette Brooks 
returned from Austria where she went to be with daughter 
Caroline and her  husband Daniel and their  family.  
She was especially excited to see grandchildren David 
and Molly.  What was not so exciting was being  
stranded in Toronto when a flight was cancelled due to 
weather.  She was very glad to get back home the next 
day.  Amir, Stefanie, and Aleo were in Bangladesh to visit 
with Amir’s family; where grandson Aleo charmed them 
all; just as he charms us here at Grace… 

The Visibility Committee, once again this year, made 
Thanksgiving Cheese Cakes. Thanks to Sally Dier & Kay 
Canan for  baking 26 cakes and putting in all the hours 
in the kitchen…and for adding to our waist line.  Oh, if 
that isn’t bad enough they are now selling fudge, and 
really good fudge…samples were available!  Deacon 
Snyder said how wonderful the salted caramel was but 
when asked what he bought he said two pounds of peanut 
butter fudge.  He’ll always choose peanut butter… 

On December 3rd the Fund Raising committee hosted 
their fourth Community/Church Dinner.  Stuffed chicken 
breast, asparagus and blended vegetables, cranberry gel, 
roll and butter with cheesecake or apple pie ala mode was 
served.  Thanks to chairperson Cherry Monegan for all 
her work and all those who assisted her:  Sue, Morgan & 
Emily Ahrens, Midge Myers, Rick Lashley & Debbie 

Shorts, Nancy Ervin, Barbara Popiel, Caitlin Barney-
Fritsch, Kay Wise, Rick Taylor, Mike & Shirley 
Johnson, John Monegan, Carol Marotta, and a 
wonderful surprise was Judy Harper.  Judy was a member 
a few years ago and called Nancy Ervin and asked if she 
can do anything to help at the church and of course Nancy 
invited her to join us.  It was so nice seeing her again… 

This year Grace Church hosted the Ravenna Area 
Ministerial Alliance Interfaith Thanksgiving service.  
Thanks to our choir director, Martha Croll, for inviting 
members of several church choirs to join us.  We were 
joined by folks from St. Paul Lutheran, the Ravenna 
Community Choir, and a few others.  We had over 30 
choir members and what a beautiful sound they made---
this little church does have great acoustics.  Four 
ministers from the community joined us: our own Rev. 
Carol; Rev. William Kraynak, Immaculate 
Conception; Pastor Dan Caruso, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church; and Rev. Jerry Kruse, First Congregational 
Church.  Pastor Dan Caruso gave a very interesting 
homily.   Thanks to Nancy Ervin who coordinated the 
reception and to everyone who brought cookies and 
goodies.  Thanks to Cathy Potisuk and Marsha Snyder for 
decorating the table.  It looked great… 

Thanks to Deacon Bill Snyder for serving the two 
weeks of Morning Prayer while Rev. Carol was on 
vacation.  Bill had some great sermons!!... 

Did you ever hear the expression “Herding Cats?” I 
always thought it was a big joke!!  Well, we found out the 
hard way that it’s not just a joke and you can’t do that.  A 
mamma cat and her litter of four were born under the 
rectory porch. While Maynard and Carol were on 
vacation Cathy Potisuk and Marsha Snyder thought they 
could take them to a cat rescue in Canfield.  However 
catching them was a real ordeal.  After several attempts 
the cats were still at the rectory; and may be there for life.  
Mamma cat tore Cathy’s hand up and the two black cats 
we couldn’t even touch. Well, finally Rev. Carol and 
Cathy got four of the five and took them to the shelter.  
Within a few days, the kitten-who-won’t-be-caught joined 
the rest of the family, so they’re all in a good safe place, 
and up for adoption soon… 

Please notice the new Christmas hanging in the church; 
it’s a lovely gift from Cathy Potisuk in loving memory of 
her mother Helen Howard and her ex-mother-in-law 
Bernice Potisuk.  Thanks Cathy, it’s beautiful and will 
add to the beauty of the season.  

Bette Brooks spent a wonderful week in Vienna, 
Austria, visiting her daughter Caroline and family.  She 
says the Christmas markets were wonderful, the food was 
delicious, the coffee houses were fun, but the best was 
hugging grandchildren David and Molly. 

Did You Know?... 



Congratulations! 
and many happy returns... 

Birthdays 
 
4th Emily Summy 
10th Pat Williams 
15th Bruce Ahrens 
26th Courtney Rich  
28th Paige Paxton 
30th Bud Hughes 

Anniversaries 
 
11th Fred & Nancy Lundgren 
21st Leslie & Larry Thomas 
28th Mike & Shirley Johnson 

Baptisms 
 
9th Bill Summy 
18th Maggie Rich 

Southwest Indian 
Foundation 

 
Recently Deacon Bill Snyder asked 
parishioners to give the Southwest Indian 
Foundation to buy a wood burning stove for a 
family.  Our generous congregation gave 
enough to buy two stoves and we received a 
wonder thank you note: 
 
Dear Sir and Madam: 

 
We at Southwest Indian Foundation 

would like to thank you and everyone that 
pulled together to help make this possible, for 
the donation in the amount of $1078.00.  
Your contribution will help us to prove two 
stoves to a family who are without heat this 
cold winter season. 

We cannot express the proper words to 
thank you enough for the generosity that you 
have shown.  Your contribution has been a 
great God sent to the Native Americans here 
in the southwest and they will be forever 
thankful. 

Again, thanks and may you be blessed 
abundantly.  

 
Sincerely, Tammy Howard 

 
Tapestries of Ohio  

Christmas Madrigal 
Concert 

 
On December 14th we were blessed with the 

beautiful music of Tapestries of Ohio in a 

Madrigal Christmas.  The music for the evening 

included both sacred and secular music from the 

Medieval and Renaissance periods. Most 

selection were in English, although, some are in 

Latin or German.  Singers were dressed in 

period costumes and their voices were 

magnificent.  Our own Tim and Marcia Splinter 

are members of this most impressive choir.  

After the concert performance, we held a 

reception.  Many thanks to Nancy Ervin and the 

Hospitality Committee for some great cookies 

& goodies, and to Cathy Potisuk and Marsha 

Snyder for their decorating talents.  Thanks to 

everyone who attended and if you missed it be 

sure to see it next time. 



 

The Bulletin Board 
 

Fund Raising Committee 

Community Church Dinner 
January 7, 2020 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

The Fund Raising Committee will offer another dinner 
on January 7th the menu will be: two gourmet Mac n 
Cheese, green beans or beets, applesauce, roll & butter, 
pineapple fluff or chocolate mousse and unlimited 
beverages. The price is $10.00 per person and $7.00 for 
children under 10 years of age.  Thanks to army of 
volunteers who put so much effort in these events and 
to Cherry Monegan for all her planning. 
 
If you have any questions please contact members of 
the committee: Cherry Monegan, Chairperson; Caitlin 
Barney-Fritsch, Carol Marotta, Barb Popiel, Midge 
Myers, Karen Krofta, and Marsha Snyder. 

 

 
Organ Repair 

 

The organ needed a $2200 power 
supply replacement recently. If 
anyone would like to make 
contributions earmarked for this, 
we can minimize the impact on the 
Maintenance Reserve account. 
Thanks all for your generosity. 



ECW News 
 

Thank you to the 22 people who 
contributed $200.02 to the fall in-
gather of the United Thank 
Offering.  Once again this 
January, and for the rest of 2020, 
the members of the Episcopal 
Church Women will be collecting 
socks and underwear for children, 
a box will be in the parish hall.  
All these items will go to the 
County Clothing Center.  

Outreach 
 

We will continue with Outreach this year giving 
food to the Center of Hope as well as personal 
items.  They were so grateful for these items.  
Please continue to take your clothing to the 
County Clothing Center.  The APL is always in 
need of food and other items for the animals (see 
the list on the bin).            
 

Raven Packs 
 
January 5th is the last day to collect Oatmeal 
Packets. The goal is 300 individual 
packets.   Please be generous. 
 
January 6th through February 2nd please help us 
reach our goal of 300 boxes of Rice A Roni. 
 
Thank you for your generosity in 2019. 



Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends 
By Bette Brooks 

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. 
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will. 

 
 

William Laud, Archbishop and Martyr (1573-1645) January 10 
 
William Laud was an English cleric who was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury from 1633 until his 
execution in 1645.  Born in 1573, he was the only son of William and Lucy Laud.  Lucy was the sister of 
the Lord Mayor of London so the family provided well for their son.  He was educated at Reading 
School and then went to St. John’s College at Oxford University.  He received his bachelor’s degree in 
1594, his master’s degree in 1598, and his Doctor of Divinity in 1608.  He had already been ordained 
deacon and priest.   
 
King James I became Laud’s patron and appointed him President of Oxford.  He later became Dean of 
Gloucester Cathedral where he began ceremonial innovations with the communion table, changes that 
irritated his bishop as well as many in the congregation.  By this point the King considered him a 
troublemaker and was reluctant to continue his support.  However, Laud managed to secure a minor 
bishopric as the Bishop of St. David’s.   
 
This was a turbulent time in England, a time leading up to the English Civil War and Laud was careful to 
always have a well-placed patron.  He soon came to the attention of the Duke of Buckingham, George 
Villiers.  He was called upon to argue the Protestant case in a series of debates with a Jesuit priest in 
Buckingham’s household.  Pamphlets followed the debate and helped to make Laud’s reputation.  Laud 
ascended rapidly to a position of influence, carefully patterning his practices to the desires of the new 
king, Charles I.  He became Bishop of London, continuing to push for uniform worship practices in 
England and Wales, in line with the king’s preferences.  He was considered “high Church,” almost 
Anglo-Catholic.  This offended many Anglicans who had become more accustomed to the simpler 
liturgy preferred by James I.   
 
When Laud became Archbishop of Canterbury, it was part of his office to maintain order and to punish 
offenses against the peace of the Church.  He made it his practice to proceed not only against poor and 
obscure offenders but also, perhaps especially, against rich and powerful ones.  Laud made even more 
enemies when he upheld various customs in public worship (such as wearing a surplice) that were 
harmless, but which aroused suspicion and fury of those who feared a return to Roman Catholicism.  In 
addition, he sought the financial independence of the clergy so that a priest was not dependent on 
whatever support the local squire would give him.  What he proposed was to restore to the Church some 
of the Church lands that had been seized by Henry VIII and given or sold to nobility.  When an attempt 
was made to introduce The Book of Common Prayer into general use in Scotland (which was 
Presbyterian), rioting began.  By 1640, the unrest had spread to England and Laud was arrested on a 
charge of high treason.  He was held for 4 years, tried, and convicted, not because there was evidence 
against him but rather because the House of Commons was determined that he should die.  On the 
scaffold, he prayed, “The Lord receive my soul, and have mercy on me, and bless this kingdom with 
peace and charity that there may not be this effusion of Christian blood amongst them.” 
 
Prayer:  Keep us, O Lord, constant in faith and zealous in witness, That, like your  servant William 
Laud, we may live in your fear, die in your favor, and rest in your peace; for the sake of Jesus Christ you 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 

250 W. Cedar St. 

Ravenna OH 44266 

Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna 
 
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector 
The Rev. William Snyder 
Marsha Snyder—Secretary 
Tim Lewicki—Organist 
 Martha Croll—Choirmaster 
 
Phone: 330-296-3443 
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org 
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org 
 

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 
Nancy Lundgren(2019) 
Carol Marrota(2019) 
Rick Taylor(2019) 
Midge Meyers(2020) 
Fred Lundgren(2020) 
Barb Popiel(2020) 
Phillip Crouse(2021) 


