The Grace Vine
January 2019
Rector’s Writ
With each new year it seems we find ourselves facing the complexities of
January: looking back at the year already past and looking forward to what
lies ahead. We’ve been taught it’s a time to make some firm resolutions; to
change some bad habits; to develop some good habits. One of those habits we
can always work on improving is simply following Jesus. That includes
worshiping together, listening to his teachings and stories, loving God and
one another. It doesn’t sound so overwhelming, so long as we remember that
God always gives us another chance, a new start. It doesn’t sound so
difficult until we realize we can’t do this by our efforts alone. We need
constant practice—and the Spirit’s help—in following Jesus and living in
his light.
That’s part of what the church is for. It’s a gathering so we can worship
and work together supporting each other in our walk with Christ. It’s also a
place where we can get the spiritual renewal, strength, and fellowship that we
need to grow—as individuals and as a church family. We keep practicing
prayer, service and outreach, fellowship, and studying the Bible to help with
individual growth. We want to grow as a church, too, and that need not be
an end goal in itself. We try to make sure our focus isn’t on reducing our
deficit or getting more volunteers. Growth results when we invite and
welcome new people into our Church family; helping and serving others, no
matter where they are on their spiritual journey; and sharing the goodness
and grace God gives us. As disciples and believers, we are to bring others to
know God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In that relationship with Christ,
he opens the door so people not only become new members of our church
family…God’s family…but so they experience new life. They can experience
worshiping God, sharing gifts and resources, and being part of the love,
support, and fellowship we offer each other in this life-long practice of faith.
We journey into the blessings and challenges 2019 brings. We’ll trust
our Lord’s grace, renewal, and wisdom to help us become the people God calls
us to be. We’ll rely on your prayers, support, and presence to walk and grow
together in the ways of Jesus.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, January 6

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Worship 8:00 Bette Brooks
Leader 10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte TBA
Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
Coffee Hosts8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Carol M., Gail and Doris
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

Sunday, January 13

1 Reading Isaiah 60:1-6
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
2nd Reading Ephesians 3:1-12
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 2:12

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

1 Epiphany

st

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Nancy & Jim Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

Sunday, January 20

The Epiphany

st

1 Reading Isaiah 43:1-7
Jeff Croll
Psalm 29
2nd Reading Acts 8:14-17
Kathy Summy
Gospel Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

2 Epiphany

st

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Gerry Rich
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

1 Reading Isaiah 62:1-5
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 36:5-10
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Tim Splinter
Gospel John 2:1-11

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Baptisms
Birthdays
4th
10th
15th
26th
28th

Emily Summy
Pat Williams
Bruce Ahrens
Courtney Rich
Paige Paxton

9th
18th

Bill Summy
Maggie Rich

Anniversaries
11th
21st

Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Leslie & Larry Thomas

Sunday, January 27

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Annual Meeting

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
9:00 Sally Dier
John & Mary Jean McDonald
TBA
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
Covered Dish Luncheon following
Annual Meeting
Counters Fred Lundgren & Phillip Crouse

Sunday, February 3

3 Epiphany

1st Reading Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10
Martha Croll
Psalm 19
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Phillip George
Gospel Luke 4:14-21

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
TBA
TBA
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Carol Marotta

4 Epiphany

1st Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 71:1-6
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 4:21-30

Annual Parish Meeting
January 27th, 9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist—Covered Dish Luncheon to Follow the Meeting
We will have one Holy Communion service at 9am, followed by Grace’s 153nd Annual Parish
Meeting on January 27th, 2019. We will elect 3 new members to Vestry; hear reports; and present the
2018 proposed budget for approval. The meeting will be followed by a covered dish lunch and time
for fellowship. Please plan to attend.
The following people are responsible for reports:
Rector’s Report – Rev. Carol Evans
Senior Warden’s Report – Nancy Lundgren
Junior Warden’s Report – Dennis Dier
Treasurer’s Report – Marcia Splinter
Deacon’s Report – Bill Snyder
Altar Guild - Nancy Lundgren
Altar Guild Financial - Marsha Snyder
Acolytes – Tim Splinter
Christian Education – Sue Ahrens/Courtney Rich
Adult Christian Ed—Carolyn Englert

Garden Memorial Fund-Marsha Snyder
Leadership Committee—Rick Taylor
Choir – Martha Croll
Gracie’s Back Door - Nancy Lundgren/Sally Dier
Prayer Chain – Carolyn Englert
ECW – Marsha Snyder
ECW financial Report - Mar y Jean McDonald
Discretionary Fund – Marsha Snyder
Hospitality Committee – Nancy Ervin
Card Ministry - Shir ley J ohnson
Loaves & Fishes—Chris Stickle

Did You Know?...
What a busy December!! In fact ,it began the week
before December when all the children decorated the tree
and the parish hall and pizza was served to all the
participants. Gerry & Maggie Rich and their friend,
MacAlah & Kara Simonson, Emily, McKenzie and
Kelly Ervin, Madison Ahrens, and Gregory Ballway
are some of the children who were there. Mike & Jim
Ervin went and got the pizza for ever yone to enjoy.
That was a lot of fun and the children did a great job!! …
On December 1st we hosted a Christmas Madrigal
group from the Warren/Youngstown area, Tapestries of
Ohio. Our own Tim & Marcia Splinter have been
performing with this very talented group for a few years.
They worked us into their schedule and this was their
second concert at Grace. What a great way to start the
holiday season. It was a wonderful event with the
beautiful music and costumes that put us in the Christmas
spirit and our sanctuary is perfect for such an event. The
lovely reception that followed was organized by Nancy
Ervin. Thanks to all those who br ought cookies and
goodies to enjoy. Cathy Potisuk, Cherry Monegan, and
Marsha Snyder decor ated the hall and it was lovely.
We hope this will be an annual event for our parish…
The following weekend we held our second annual
“Stepping Up to Leadership Conference.” Every
superintendent and principal in Portage County was
contacted concerning this event, and then letters when out
to all the guidance counselors who were asked to choose
two students from the 7th and 8th grades they think have
leadership ability (and they could bring a friend). We had
seventeen students respond from seven schools; and a
lively group they were. Rev. Carol welcomed them.
Mayor Frank Seman spoke about Ravenna and gave us a
glimpse of his youth. (Do you know that after high school
he, Rick Taylor and three other boys bought a hearse and
traveled around the United States---who would have
thought?! I digress) Our speakers were: Brian Kelley,
Chief Technology Officer for the Ohio Turnpike and
Infrastructure Commission, Amanda Brace, a licensed
school counselor and profession clinical counselor at
Counseling for Wellness, LLP in Kent, who spoke to the
students about internet safety and how to avoid all its pit
falls, and Kristen Carmen, a licensed profession clinical
counselor practicing as a school-based therapist in the
Aurora school district through Children’s Advantage who
spoke to the youth about anxiety, depression, and other
mental health concerns. She had solid information on

empowering youth to develop strategies to solve their
social issues and cope with their own mental health
concerns. Each topic took an hour and the students
interacted well with each presenter. Many thanks to Rick
Taylor, chair man and or ganizer of this pr oject, Kay
Wise, Marsha Snyder, and The Rev. Carol Evans, the
group who got this program off the ground, to Shirley
Johnson, who took some good pictur es and to Gary
Slapnicker, who took car e of the technical needs to
keep everything going smoothly. The students filled out
an evaluation and they were all so positive that we’re sure
this program can be a positive force in Portage County…
Kay Canan had her fir st gr andson Bryson’s fir st
birthday party at Grace’s parish hall. The theme was Dr.
Seuss and the cake she made was so cute any one year old
would love it! But then again Kay knows how to make
cakes – she’s made plenty here at Grace for many
different occasions…
Gerry and Maggie Rich have been busy with
their marching group the Chaparrals; they performed at
half time at the Cav’s game and that was very exciting.
And what’s really exciting is that Gerry has agree to be an
acolyte for us here at Grace and is doing a wonderful job
thanks to the assistance of his mentor Jeff Marsh. Thanks
to both Gerry and Jeff…
Thanks to everyone who brought food for the needy
from the Advent list that Shirley Johnson brought to our
attention. The food was given to those in need in our
parish and those who came to us looking for food. It made
a difference for many people. Thanks again!!...
We’ve been saddened by several deaths recently:
June Marks (who was 92) and Hank Cabot’s brother,
Michael, both died on Thanksgiving; Dutch Shriver
passed away on December 6th; and Maynard’s youngest
son Ben Evans died November 26th. Our pr ayer s ar e
with all of these families. May light perpetual shine upon
each of these beloved people, and may God’s comfort be
with their loved ones…
There will be some of our household that will be
filled with family this holiday: Bette Brooks will have her
girls home; the Splinter boys will be back home from
college; the Snyder’s will have their daughter and son and
their families home; the Ahrens will have Bruce home
from the hospital; the Johnson’s will be in California with
their daughter and her family; Pat Williams will be going
to her son Michael’s home; Carol Marotta will be with all
her family, the Seman’s will be with their children,

The Bulletin Board
OUTREACH
RAVEN PACKS

THE MITE BOX
Did you know that Grace Church
has a Mite Box? There is a small
wooden box that sits on the window
sill in back of the church. Money is
collected and placed in the Parish
Discretionary Fund to be given to
help parishioners in need. If you
could give a few dollars once in a
while, it would be very helpful.

Our Parish is collecting boxes of mac n cheese
from January 1st through February 3th for the
Raven Packs to help feed elementary aged children
in Portage County. The food collected will be
given to the students on weekends so they will not
go hungry. We will be donating a different item
each month in 2019. The Grace Vine will inform
you of what item will be needed next. Our goal
each month will be 260 of the items chosen.
Raven Packs will accept whatever number we are
able to collect. The mac-n-cheese boxes are
needed no later than Sunday, February 3rd so we
can get them delivered to their storage sight at 836
Cleveland Rd. by the packing date of February
13th. Please be generous so these children can
have food on their tables when not in school.
There will be a bin in the Parish Hall marked
Raven Packs. Also, we may need members to
transport the items each month to the storage
facility a week before the packing date. Just FYI
Marc’s price is $1.00 a box for Kraft mac-n-cheese
and Aldi’s brand is $.49.
Please look for items with a few months left on the
expiration in case they aren’t distributed right
away.

BOOKS! BOOKS! BOOKS!
Wonderful books! Gracie’s just received several boxes
of books, and they are sorted and on display. Hard cover
books are $1.00 and paperbacks are $.50. We have some
classics, children’s books, travel and history books,
novels and cookbooks. Just in time for Lent we have
some religious reads, meditation books, poetry, and some
noted children authored books. Come check us out after
the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services. See Nancy
Lundgren or Sally Dier after these services, we’d love to
see you.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

January 28

St. Thomas Aquinas was probably born in the castle of Roccasecca, Aquino, in the Kingdom of
Sicily in Italy. Some authors claim that he was born in the castle of his father who, though not from
the most powerful branch of the family, was a man of financial means, nonetheless. The family’s
plan for this younger son was for him to follow his uncle into holy orders and become an abbot.
Young Thomas began his early education at the age of five and, because of military conflict that
spilled into the abbey where he was studying, his family moved him to the university recently
established by Emperor Frederick II in Naples. It is here that he was introduced to the works of the
ancient Greek philosophers and where he came under the influence of John of St. Julian, a
Dominican preacher in Naples who was part of the active effort by the Dominican order to recruit
devout followers. His family was appalled by his decision to join the newly formed Dominicans! His
brothers kidnapped him and returned him to his family’s castle where he was held under guard for
over a year. He spent his time tutoring his sisters and maintaining contact with the Dominicans.
Exasperated and admitting defeat, his mother finally arranged his “escape” in the dead of night,
thinking that an escape was less damaging to the family than an open surrender to the Dominicans.
Thomas was sent to the University of Paris to study; when his mentor was transferred to the new
university in Cologne, Thomas followed him there. Because Thomas was so quiet, some of his
fellow students thought he was mentally slow; however, his mentor predicted, “You call him the
dumb ox, but in his teaching he will one day produce such a bellowing that it will be heard
throughout the world.”
As his career progressed, Thomas taught at the University of Paris and later at the University of
Cologne. Called back to Naples and then to Rome, he was appointed as the teacher for the pastoral
formation of all friars unable to attend a university; then he was directed to establish a university
wherever he wanted and to staff it with whomever he wanted. And he began writing. His initial
works were for the members of the monastic community. His later works were for the laity, to
enhance and deepen their faith. Perhaps his greatest contribution, and the reason he is remembered
on the Anglican Church calendar, was his immersion in the ideas of the newly re-discovered Greek
philosopher Aristotle. He undertook to explain Christian ideas and beliefs in language that would
make sense to people who had thrown aside their religious faith to follow Aristotelian philosophy.
His thinking and writing was dangerous and radical and he spent much of his later life living on the
edge of ecclesiastical approval. His success can be measured by the idea today that all Christian
scholars of the Middle Ages were followers of Aristotle! He had managed to fuse the two belief
systems.
Prayer: Almighty God, You have enr iched Your Chur ch with the singular lear ning and
holiness of Your servant Thomas Aquinas. Enlighten us more and more, we pray, by the disciplined
thinking and teaching of Christian scholars, and deepen our devotion by the example of saintly lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)
Midge Meyers(2020)
Fred Lundgren(2020)
Barb Popiel(2020)

