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Rector’s Writ
It seems we carry with us into the new year a mixed bag of hopefulness and
memories; plans and regrets; commitment and indifference. We look back on
what goals we’ve accomplished and what somehow was pushed aside, whether we
chose that or whether the pushing was done by fate. This winter reflection
causes us to look forward to determine what our priorities will be.
Our
determination needs to be based more on commitment than on the simple
observation “I need to work on that.” If we can identify what’s important to
our life and well-being, we can make decisions to shape our lives in a way that
refuses to allow the Lord we love, the people we hold dear, and the Gospel values
we uphold to get pushed aside. In spite of all the demands on our time and
energy, we’re happier and more at peace when we give these beliefs and practices
(love God, family, neighbor and follow Jesus’ teachings) top priority.
We often categorize our goals or priorities as spiritual, relational, financial
and such. Yet when we put loving God and one another and following the
ways of Christ as priorities, this has a positive impact on every part of living.
It brings about a sense of peace and a sincerity that leads us to seek God’s
truth. It’s in recognizing God’s truth—and the depth of his love for
humanity—that we can accept the truth about ourselves. That truth is NOT
that we’re no dang good; unwilling and unable to help ourselves or others. The
truth is that GOD LOVES US in spite of any sense of hopelessness we’re
inclined to believe after one more resolve to change melts away…uncovering the
flaws in our character and the cracks in our commitments. God loves us, and
in response to such love we are to love God and one another…with a sense of
gratitude and humility. That ‘one another’ includes family, neighbor, the
immigrants in our land, and our enemies. It’s no minor task. Of all the
resolutions we could make about taking more time for family, losing weight,
spending less and giving more, or any attempts to repair the chinks in our
own armor; I suspect all things would be well if we could manage to simply
love God and our neighbor. In 2018 and each day of this new year may we
remember that with Christ’s love and grace, all things become new and all
things are possible.
Carol+

Did You Know?...
Well, December proved to be an unusually busy
month – not that December isn’t usually busy. I’m
not sure if it’s our age or the season catching up with
us, but even before December began we had a
“Decorating the Tree” pizza party after the Sunday
service on Nov. 26th. St. Nicholas was coming on
Dec. 3rd and everyone wanted the parish hall
decorated for the occasion. John & Cherry Monegan
gave the tree and all the decorations last year, so this
year we all had a pretty good idea were everything
would be placed. The tree was the biggest project
with a lot of ornaments, but we had help from Nancy
& Fred Lundgren, John McDonald, Sue Ahrens,
Carol Marotta, Jim & Nancy Ervin, Marsha
Snyder, Kara Simonson & Jada Welch and Hera
& Athena Whipple…
The next Saturday, Dec. 2nd, began with the
“Stepping Up to Leadership Conference” planned by
the Growth and Membership Committee. This
conference had been discussed in this group for
months, and it finally got off the ground. Invitations
were sent to guidance counselors from all Portage
County Middle Schools. The counselors were asked
to recommend students they considered leaders in
their class, and each student had the option of
bringing a friend. The result was 20 seventh and
eighth grade middle school students attending the
conference including students from Brown, Garfield,
Crestwood, St. Patrick’s, Field, Revere, and St.
Joseph. Our own Maggie Rich and Kirsten Seman
were part of this group. Rick Taylor, who initiated
this idea and was a major part of putting it together
welcomed the group, as did our rector, Carol Evans.
Our mayor (and faithful Grace member) Frank
Seman spoke with the students and pr ovided
great encouragement for these young leaders to make
a difference. The program presented included
“Prescription Drugs and Heroin” given by Gabrielle
Harris who’s an Alcohol and Dr ug Pr evention
Specialist at Townhall 2. Then Brian Kelley, Chief
Technology Officer for the Ohio Turnpike and
infrastructure commission, and Amanda Brace gave
a presentation on internet safety. The students

thought these topics were very relevant to them.
After reading their evaluations, the committee felt it
was a worthwhile endeavor. Many thanks to Rick
Taylor, who chaired this program and contacted all
the middle school guidance counselors, recruited the
speakers, wrote news releases, made a LOT of
follow up phone calls, and kept us all on track. Kay
Wise was an immense help, as she gather ed the
names of the guidance counselors, made gift bags for
the youth, provided food and beverages and some
great cupcakes. They both worked tirelessly on this
program. Other church members involved were
Marsha Snyder, Carolyn Englert, Joan Seman,
Frank Seman, Gerry Rich, Sally Dier, Cathy
Potisuk, Shirley Johnson (who took some r eally
good photos). Thanks to everyone who took part and
made a difference in some child’s life…
On December 3rd we had a visit from St. Nicholas
(Steve Merrill), who preached at both the 8 and
10 a.m. services. A pancake breakfast was held
between the services and served by Sally Dier and
Kay Canan with some good help fr om our youth.
Thanks to everyone who welcomed St. Nick’s visit
and homily, to Shirley Johnson for taking pictures,
and to a large group who enjoyed a tasty breakfast
offered by the Visibility Committee…
On December 16th we were honored to have
Tapestries of Ohio come to Grace Church to provide
a Madrigal Christmas Concert. Their vocal
performance of madrigal music was exceptional,
along with their period costumes and instruments of
the 14th to 17th centuries. Our own members Marcia
& Tim Splinter have been par t of this gr oup for a
few years, and they made the offer to have a free
concert here at Grace and open to the community; an
offer we couldn’t refuse. The performance was
wonderful, entertaining, had great variety, and really
set the tone for a joyous Christmas. A lovely
reception was held after the concert with the help of
Nancy Ervin and our Hospitality Gr oup…
The very next day was our own Greening of the
Church and Chili and Hot dog lunch, for which
Nancy Ervin was also in char ge. Thanks to Cindy

Annual Parish Meeting
January 28th, 9:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist—Covered Dish Luncheon to Follow the Meeting
We will have one Holy Communion service at 9am, followed by Grace’s 152nd Annual Parish
Meeting on January 29th, 2017. We will elect 3 new members to Vestry; hear reports; and present the
2018 proposed budget for approval. The meeting will be followed by a covered dish lunch and time
for fellowship. Please plan to attend.
The following people are responsible for reports:
Rector’s Report – Rev. Carol Evans
Senior Warden’s Report – Bette Brooks
Junior Warden’s Report – Nancy Lundgren
Treasurer’s Report – Marcia Splinter
Deacon’s Report – Bill Snyder
Altar Guild - Nancy Lundgren
Altar Guild Financial - Marsha Snyder
Acolytes – Tim Splinter
Christian Education – Sue Ahrens/Courtney Rich
Adult Christian Ed—Carolyn Englert

Growth Committee – Rick Taylor
Choir – Martha Croll
Gracie’s Back Door - Nancy Lundgren/Sally Dier
Prayer Chain – Carolyn Englert
ECW – Marsha Snyder
ECW financial Report - Mar y Jean McDonald
Discretionary Fund – Marsha Snyder
Hospitality Committee – Nancy Ervin
Card Ministry - Shir ley J ohnson
Memorial Fund - Marsha Snyder
Loaves & Fishes—Chris Stickle

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Baptisms
Birthdays
4th
10th
12th
15th
26th
28th
30th

9th
18th

Bill Summy
Maggie Rich

Emily Summy
Pat Williams
Helena Blaginykh
Bruce Ahrens
Courtney Rich
Paige Paxton
Jake Stover
Bud Hughes

Ward, Nancy Lundgren, and Doris Whipple who
brought chili, to Cherry Monegan for her brownies,
and to Cathy Potisuk for a Christmas cake…
Oh yes, we also had the ECW boxing up the
Christmas cookies for their annual cookie sale. They
met on Dec. 16th just before the Madrigal concert and
distributed 147 dozen cookies. Thanks to all those
who baked including: Pat Williams, Carolyn Englert,
Mary Jean McDonald, Nancy Lundgren, Alex
Wroblewski, Shirley Johnson, Marsha Snyder,

Anniversaries
11th
21st
28th
31st

Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Leslie & Larry Thomas
Mike & Shirley Johnson
Carl & Rachelle Seiter

Mary Cabot, Nancy Ervin, Marcia Splinter,
Cindy Ward, Joan Seman, Janet Hughes, Debbie
Houchen, and Bev Lewis Mercury. The cookies
that weren’t sold were served for the Madrigal
reception. Thanks to all the ladies and some men
who did all that baking and helped with packaging
and distribution…
Well, was that enough for one month?
Continued on page 5...

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, January 7

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Dennis Dier

Sunday, January 14

1 Reading Genesis 1:1-5
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 29
2nd Reading Acts 19:1-7
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Mark 1:4-11

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jeff Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Dennis Dier

Sunday, January 21

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Phillip Crouse
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Dennis Dier

2 Epiphany

1st Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-20
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Tim Splinter
Gospel John 1:43-51

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1 Epiphany

st

3 Epiphany

st

1 Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Kathy Summy
Psalm 62:6-14
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Jeff Croll
Gospel Mark 1:14-20

2018 Winter Convocation
Becoming Beloved Community
February 2-3, 2018

Kalahari Resort and Conference Center – Sandusky, Ohio

Keynote Speaker –Heidi Kim
Director of “Becoming Beloved Community”, the Episcopal Church’s
long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice.
(Please let the rector know if you’d like to attend. Early registration discounts end soon.)
For additional information call the Office for Congregations 216.774.0476

Sunday, January 28
Celebrant
Deacon
Worship Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts
Counters

9:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
9:00 Sally Dier
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jenna Summy
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
9:00 Covered Dish Luncheon
Nancy Lundgren & Dennis Dier

4 Epiphany

1st Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Martha Croll
Psalm 111
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Charles Parsons
Gospel Mark 1:21-28

Sunday, February 4
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Dennis Dier

5 Epiphany

1st Reading Isaiah 40:21-31
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Mark 1:29-39

Did You Know, continued from page 3...

Acolyte
Schedule
Check these dates now so we
can make any changes before
we publish next month:
2/11—Jeff
2/18—Phil
2/25—Kevin
3/4—Jenna
Tim@splinterfactions.net
Marcia@splinterfactions.net
330-527-2084

We can’t forget Christmas Eve falling on a Sunday. So, that was a
busy month.
In addition to being given the award of outstanding Volunteer of the
Year for RSVP in October, Cherry Monegan was the guest of honor at a
Glenmoor Country Club luncheon on December 14th. She was awarded
Senior Citizen of the Year for Portage County and was inducted into the
2017 Senior Hall of Fame for Direct Home Area Agency on Aging.
What made the day even more special, it was John and Cherry’s 51st
Wedding Anniversary. What a day!! Congratulations to Cherry for
these honors and the hard work and hours behind them. John and
Cherry’s daughter, Kelly Monegan, was inducted into the International
Honor Society for Business. This exclusive society was founded by the
Dean of Harvard’s Business College in 1918. Kelly will be starting
work on her PhD soon…
And more congratulations goes to Kathy Summy who has been
selected to join Kent State’s chapter of The National Society of
Leadership and Success (Sigma Alpha Pi)…
Thanks to Charles Parsons for a beautiful gift basket with cookies,
treats, and fruit. We appreciate his generosity in giving all these goodies
to the church for Christmas Eve morning coffee hour.
Remember the church office will be closed from December 25 –
January 2, 2018. See you next year.
Have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

You don’t realize some things are gifts until years later!
The Gift of Unwelcomed Advice
It was early June of 1964. I was attending the Annual Conference Sessions (ACS) of the North Carolina
Conference Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF). This annual 5-day gathering brought together local and
sub-district (like our Mission Areas) youth leaders for training and fellowship. I had attended for the past 3
years as my church’s MYF president; this year I held that post as well as having been recently elected subdistrict president. As a rising high school senior, this was my last year. ACS was always held on the
campus of Duke University and each day began with worship in the Chapel followed by business sessions
followed by workshops on everything from Robert’s Rule of Order to social concerns of the day to
individual spiritual counseling. On Friday, all the MYF members and their leaders and ministers from
throughout the conference were invited for Rally Day, held in Duke Chapel, and featuring a choir of ACS
attendees, an energizing sermon by one of the conference youth ministers, and the commissioning of all
MYF officers. This week had been the highlight of my summers since after 8th grade.
On Thursday afternoon, after a full week of meetings and no time for the workshops, I signed up for a
spiritual counseling session with the Rev. Pete Peterson, a young minister preparing to leave in August for
a 3-year mission to Africa. Since he would not be present at any of the future gatherings because of his
departure, ACS attendees had not signed up to conference with him and he had an open calendar that
afternoon; we talked for over 2 hours. I had been wrestling with a difficult situation: I wanted to become a
minister but the NC Conference did not ordain women to the ministry, only to the deaconate. And women
were never assigned to lead a congregation, even as supply clergy. I was frustrated and angry. The only
way for a woman to become a minister at that time was to enter the mission field; yet, even then, when she
returned she would be a deacon, not a minister. Pete heard me out. “What would you most like to do in the
mission field, Bette?” I knew I wanted to teach. “Then I suggest you go to the best teacher education
program you can and excel there. Then find a school district here in NC whose students need your skills
and your caring. The ministry may be a dream you have to relinquish. I don’t see our conference ordaining
women for a good many years.” My eyes filled. “Sometimes, Bette, the Cross we are called to take up
consists of giving up, without bitterness, something that means a lot.”
The next morning I was in line as a member of the ACS choir, ready to process into the Chapel. Pete
walked up, vested for the service, and stopped to talk. “You OK? I was kinda brutal yesterday.” I gave the
most honest response I could muster: “Working on it.” He smiled and joined the other clergy. The last time
I saw him, he was in the center of the clergy present at ACS, receiving their hands-on blessing.
I followed his (unwelcomed) advice. By the time the Conference began to ordain women and assign them
as pastors-in-charge, I had graduated from UNCG with my teaching certificate, begun teaching, married
(and been confirmed in the Episcopal Church), and earned my master’s degree. But I spent the first 5 years
of my teaching career on integration teams in 2 school districts, then later taught in 3 other districts and at
the university level, with students who needed my teaching skills and my caring.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)

