The Grace Vine
February 2020
Rector’s Writ
Annual meetings are over, budgets are approved, and we Episcopalians
make the effort to lead our focus back to spiritual matters. The Ash
Wednesday liturgy (Feb. 26th) invites us to tune our inner compass and
outer lives to “the observance of a holy Lent.” The word ‘observance’ is
somewhat deceptive because it sounds so do-able. Anyone can OBSERVE,
right? We observe that it stays light a little longer each day. During Lent
we observe the tone of worship is more solemn, and there are no flowers on the
altar.
Yet in our observance of a holy lent, we’re called beyond what we can
see. We’re called to make a commitment from within by “self examination
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; by reading and
meditating on God’s holy word.” The irony of this inner commitment is
that it opens us to God’s presence, holy mysteries, and grace at work… in
our worship, our relationships, and our lives.
Whenever we are disciplined enough or bold enough to do this
inspection and reflection, we realize there are a few gaps in our lives. We sin
and miss the mark, and all that can fill those gaps is the grace of God. We
find hope and meaning, not in what we turn away from or take on during
Lent, but in the LORD WE TURN TOWARD in worship, faith, and
humility. Our penitence is answered with God’s forgiveness…our reflection
with God’s guidance…our hope with God’s grace.
We still have three Sundays remaining in the Epiphany season. As
we’re soon enough approaching our need to repent, we hold up the theme of
light in this season. Christ is the light of the world. We, as believers and
followers of our Lord, make the effort to live in and by his ways. We hope to
live so that a little bit of Jesus’ light shines in us and into the lives of others
in some positive way. Part of our need to repent or turn away from our
ways that are not in line with Jesus’ ways includes simply relying on the
Lord’s goodness. He’s the One who has shown us the Father’s love. Jesus is
the Holy One who can lead us out of any darkness and into the light of his
love; a light the darkness cannot ever overcome.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, February 9

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Jeff Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cathy Potisuk & Cindy Ward
Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

Sunday, February 16

5 Epiphany

1st Reading Isaiah 58:1-12
Jack Sarver
Psalm 112:1-10
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Karen Krofta
Gospel Matthew 5:13-20

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

6 Epiphany

1st Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 119:1-18
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Martha Croll
Gospel Matthew 5:21-37

Sunday, February 23
Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Gerry Rich
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Doris Whipple & Gail Richards
Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

Birthdays
2nd
11th
14th
15th
16th
22nd
27th
29th

Dale Espey
Brian Jozsa
Tim Lewicki
Yuka Lewicki
Nancy Lundgren
Luke Kearsey
Larry Allison
Fred Lundgren

Last Epiphany

1st Reading Exodus 24:12-18
Jeff Croll
Psalm 99
2nd Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21
Joanne Sarver
Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
11th Nancy Ervin
14th Emily Summy
29th Kirsten Seman

Wednesday, March 1
Celebrant
Noon
Wrshp Ldr
Altar Guild
7:00
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Counters

Noon & 7:00 PM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans

Ash Wednesday

1st Reading Joel 2:1-2,12-17
Tim Splinter

Bette Brooks
Shirley Johnson & Joan Seman

Psalm 103

Deacon William Snyder
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Kathy Summy
Gospel Matthew 6:1-6,16-21

Sunday, March 1

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Nancy Lundgren & Laurie Barney
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich
Counters TBA

1 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 32
2nd Reading Romans 5:12-19
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11

We are in need of more greeters and coffee hosts.

“It’s me, oh, Lord, standing in the need of prayer.”
Do you ever feel like that?

Or know someone else who may?

pick up one of our Prayer Squares.

You can

These will be in a basket in the

narthex, next to the guest books, and are free to anyone who wants one.

Take one for yourself, your friend, your neighbor, or even the cashier at the
supermarket who looks frazzled and in need of prayer!
answer that “need of prayer.”

We hope this will

The little squares are handmade by Shirley

Johnson, Carolyn Englert, and Mary Cabot and have a little saying on the
front.

Thanks to you ladies for making them available for all of us.

a wonderful idea!

What

Did You Know?...
January came in like a lamb – one of the warmest in
recent history. It was so warm that dandelions were
starting up in the church lawn. But like they always say
about Ohio – “if you don’t like the weather just wait it
will change” and boy did it change. The only problem is I
liked the warm weather. So much for old sayings…
We had our 155th Annual Parish Meeting on January
26th. This church has been holding worship services and
serving for 155 years, and we’re still going. We may not
have as many members, but we’re working on that; we’re
keeping the faith; and we’re still active here in Ravenna.
We elected three new vestry members: Amir
Amiruzzaman, Cathy Potisuk, and Phillip Rich.
Thanks to these members for serving in this important
way at Grace church. Also a very big thank you to those
off-going members who have served for the last three
years: Nancy Lundgren, Carol Marotta, and Richard
Taylor. These thr ee had ser ved in 2019 as vestr y
officers: Rick Taylor as Senior Warden; Nancy Lundgren
as Junior Warden (and Senior Warden the year prior!);
and Carol Marotta as Clerk of vestry (the year prior as
well). The new vestry will have big shoes to fill re
leadership, but with God’s help they’ll be up to the task.
Once again our Hospitality group, led by Nancy Ervin,
did a wonderful job arranging the Annual Meeting
luncheon, and thanks to everyone who brought in all
those wonderful foods…
The Splinters enjoyed a cruise with their sons over
their Christmas vacation. And now both Eric and Kevin
are back in college. Marcia rode back to Bradley with
Kevin so he could have a car at college. He also had his
first experience of driving long distance and maneuvering
through major cities in winter weather. Marcia flew back
home in probably the worst storm of the season. We’re
glad you got back to Ohio safely, Marcia! You were
missed in the choir by the other soprano. When one
member isn’t there they are truly missed…
Rick Taylor was in Florida for the holidays and it
was as warm here as in Florida…
I hope our snow birds Hank & Mary Cabot and Lynn
& Dan Francois ar e enjoying their war m weather and
a big “hello” to all of them from your Grace Church
family…
Keep Pat Williams in your prayers. She fell while
volunteering at the obedience school and broke her right
wrist, due to an over-zealous and big dog. Following
some extensive surgery, she’s on the mend but in a cast.
Thanks to everyone who brought food to her, and thanks
to Nancy Ervin for making those arrangements. Debbie
Shorts has been helping Pat after chur ch on Sundays
by giving her weekly infusions for an infection in the
shoulder bone. It’s hard to do that with only one working

hand, so Debbie does that and walks Pat’s dogs while the
infusion is running…
And keep Jeff Croll in your prayers, too. He’s been
hospitalized for nearly three weeks, before and after
nearly six hours of surgery. We hope he’ll be home soon,
as do he and Martha!...
Rick Lashley & Debbie Shorts had to cancel their
cruise after Rick’s mother was in the hospital…
Bette Brooks was happy to r epor t that the Acme
register tapes she took to the Center of Hope were really
appreciated by the folks there. And thanks to Bette for
taking all those tapes to the Center of Hope…
Jim and Nancy Ervin deliver ed food our member s
bring in for the red wagon, food given to the Center of
Hope to help those in need. They also took donated items
to the APL. A big thank you to Jim and Nancy…
Emily Ervin, Jim & Nancy’s granddaughter, is
quite a basketball player for Ravenna High School and
her name has been in the newspaper many times telling of
her accomplishments. Go Emily and go Ravens!!...
Kingsland Pretorius and Doug Holzschuh enjoyed a
weekend skiing in upstate New York. Kingsland said it
was wonderful, but she was a bit sore…
Thanks to Laurie Barney for volunteering to be the
newest member of the Altar Guild. If you’d be interested
in becoming a member please see Nancy Lundgren…
Congratulations are in order for Shirley & Mike
Johnson’s granddaughter, Kelly Lynn Farmer. She
recently passed her Veterinary Licensing Exam. Shirley
and Mike are no doubt proud of and happy for their
granddaughter who will graduate in May from Auburn
Veterinary School as Dr. Farmer. That’s quite an
accomplishment!

We Need Acolytes!
Youth or Adult
1 Sunday a
month at most
We will train you

The Bulletin Board
Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 25
5:00- 7:00 p.m.
$5.00 per person
$20.00 immediate family
We will serve pancakes and
biscuits and gravy

Outreach Projects
Please check out the donation bin and the wagon in the church to see the
updated items that are badly needed at the CENTER OF HOPE, RAVENNA
HIGH SCHOOL, and APL.

Also please let us know what you donate to

County Clothing Center.
RAVEN PACKS

February 2nd is the last day for donations of Rice a Roni

February 3rd through February 23rd we will be requesting individual fruit cups
February 24th through March 29th we will be collecting nutria grain bars
Thank you for your continued support for these Outreach Projects.
Barb Popiel

Community / Church Dinner
February 4, 2020
5:00-7:00 p.m.

The Fund Raising Committee will offer another
dinner on February 4th and the menu will be:
Chicken Alfredo on noodles, broccoli florets or
corn, applesauce, roll and butter, brownie or cake
and unlimited beverages. The price is $10.00 per
person and $7.00 for children under 10 years of
age. Thanks to the army of volunteers who put
so much effort in these events and to Cherry
Monegan for all her planning.
If you have any questions please contact
members of the committee: Cherry Monegan,
Chairperson; Caitlin Barney-Fritsch, Carol
Marotta, Barb Popiel, Midge Myers, Karen
Krofta, and Marsha Snyder.

Ash Wednesday Services
Noon & 7:00 pm
February 26th
After you’ve enjoyed some fellowship and good
food on Shrove Tuesday (Feb. 25th), please be
sure to give the Lord some time and prayer to
begin Lent on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26th. We’ll
have the imposition of ashes and Holy Eucharist
at both the noon and 7 pm service that day. We
hope you’ll attend as one way to be faithful in our
“observance of a holy Lent.”

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

Anskar, Bishop Missionary to the North (9/8/801-2/3/865)

February 3

Anskar, also known as Oscar, was the son of a noble Frankish family, born near Amiens. After his
mother’s early death, he was brought up in Corbie Abbey and educated at the Benedictine monastery
in Picardy. As a child, it is reputed that he had a vision of his mother in the company of Saint Mary.
This changed his rather careless attitude toward spiritual matters to a more serious approach.
Anskar was a product of the phase of Christianization of Saxony (present-day Northern Germany)
begun by the great Emperor Charlemagne and continued by his son (and successor) Louis the Pious.
Christianity was new and mission work was essential to its spread, even by royal decree. In 822,
Anskar was among the many missionaries sent to found an abbey in Westphalia where he became a
teacher and preacher. He then, along with several of his colleagues, was sent further north to Jutland
(Denmark) with the king Harald Klak who had just been baptized. When King Harald died, Anskar
returned to Germany. Then, in 829, the Swedish king Bjorn requested missionaries for his people.
Anskar preached and made many converts. Two years later, he returned to Germany to become
Archbishop of Bremen. This position came with the right to send missions into all the northern
lands. Anskar received the mission of evangelizing pagan Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. The new
King of Sweden decided to cast lots to determine whether to admit missionaries. Anskar placed the
issue in God’s care and the lot was favorable. Once again, he traveled north. Despite much political
unrest in the kingdom of Louis the Pious who had supported him both financially and politically,
Anskar continued his northern mission. The Danish civil war compelled him to establish good
working relations with two Danish kings, both of whom assisted and supported him until his death.
Anskar did not forget his beloved Swedes. He spent 2 years there in person averting a threatened
pagan reaction and helped consecrate the first bishop of Sweden. The Church of Sweden honors him
as its apostle and he serves as symbol of the historic friendship and present-day connection between
the Anglican Communion and the Church of Sweden. He died in Bremen, Germany, in 865, and is
buried there.
Prayer: Almighty and ever lasting God, who sent your ser vant Anskar as an apostle to the
people of Scandinavia and enabled him to lay a firm foundation for their conversion, though he did
not see the results of his labors: Keep your Church from discouragement in the day of small things,
knowing that when you have begun a good work you will bring it to a faithful conclusion; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

6 Epiphany
•8am Euch
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Euch
11:15 Coffee

3 Epiphany
•8am Euch
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Euch
11:15 Coffee

23

16

Mon

Presidents Day
•Office Closed

24

17

10

9

5 Epiphany
•8am Euch
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Euch
11:15 Coffee

3

2 Presentation
of our Lord
•8am Euch
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Euch
11:15 Coffee

Sun

February
Wed

•7pm Vestry
Meeting

•1-3pm Sit
& Stitch

25
•5-7pm Shrove
Tuesday Pancake
Dinner

18

11

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

26
Ash Wednesday
Service Noon
& 7pm
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

19

12

4
5
•5-7pm Church/
•10-2 Gracie’s
Community Dinner
Back Door

Tues

•7pm Choir

•7pm Choir

27

•7pm Choir

•7pm Choir

20
•8am Breakfast
Club
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6

Thurs
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8

1
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)
Midge Meyers(2020)
Fred Lundgren(2020)
Barb Popiel(2020)
Phillip Crouse(2021)

