The Grace Vine
February 2019
Rector’s Writ
It was apparent at our Annual Parish meeting that many of us were on
the same page when it comes to recognizing our need to grow. It was a
theme common to most of the reports given and those written. It takes not
just the rector and vestry, the membership and growth committee, but the
entire parish being committed to growth to help bring it about. We keep
asking the questions with elusive answers: how do we make church growth
happen? How do we bring people to God and to Grace Church? What makes
people want to stay? What makes people want to belong…to serve…to give?
If only we had the answers to such questions, we’d be on our way. At the
annual meeting, I shared an old story that reflects the way many
Episcopalians approach evangelism. We have this nice, attractive row boat
with all the goods; we go out in the waters, soak up the sun, have some coffee
and donuts, and wait for the fish to jump in. That’s not the way Jesus and
the disciples after him managed to bring in people and followers. They went
to the people. They talked and taught about God’s goodness, love, and
mercy given to us in Jesus…given to ALL who believe—rich and poor,
insiders and outcasts, the sinners and the righteous. God’s love for his
people is revealed to us in Christ’s love, his life and teachings, in Gospel
values. Those values uphold a new way of living, not the ways of the world.
G. K Chesterton once wrote: “Christianity has not been tried and found
wanting. It’s been found difficult and left untried.” Walking in Christ’s
ways is not easy. Bringing new people to God and to church is not easy.
Yet it’s what we do, with God’s help, if we’re faithful in proclaiming and
living in the light and love of our Lord’s ways.
We need your prayers and support, your God-given gifts, ideas, and
energy to go forth and go out into the world to evangelize and serve in any
number of ways. May the Spirit guide us as we consider where and how to
bring the Good News to people in our communities, bring them to know God,
and welcome them to our Grace Church family.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, February 3
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren

Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Carol M., Gail, Doris
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Carol Marotta

Sunday, February 10

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Michelle Mclaughlin
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Carol Marotta

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Shir ley & Mike J ohnson
10:00 Lisa Paxton
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Carol Marotta

2nd
3rd
9th
11th
14th
15th
16th
22nd
27th
29th

Dale Espey
David Golec
Janice Lallathin
Brian Jozsa
Tim Lewicki
Yuka Lewicki
Nancy Lundgren
Luke Kearsey
Larry Allison
Fred Lundgren

Psalm 71:1-6
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 4:21-30

5 Epiphany

1st Reading Isaiah 6:1-13
Jeff Croll
Psalm 138
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Kathy Summy
Gospel Luke 5:1-11

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
Jeff & Lisa Marsh

Birthdays

1st Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10
Nancy Lundgren

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Sunday, Farbruary 17

4 Epiphany

6 Epiphany

1st Reading Jeremiah 17:5-10
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 1
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Tim Splinter
Gospel Luke 6:17-26

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
11th Nancy Ervin
14th Emily Summy
29th Kirsten Seman

Sunday, February 24

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Gerry Rich
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy & JimErvin
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Carol Marotta

Sunday, March 3
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Genesis 45:3-11,15
Martha Croll
Psalm 37:1-12,41-42
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50
Phillip George
Gospel Luke 6:27-38

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren

Shirley Johnson & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Courtney & Phillip Rich
Counters Nancy Lundgren & Carol Marotta

7 Epiphany

Last Epiphany

1st Reading Exodus 34:29-35
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 99
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 9:28-43a

We are in need of more
greeters and coffee hosts.

Outreach
We will continue with Outreach giving
food to the Center of Hope as well as personal
items. They’ve been so grateful for these
items. Remember to support the Raven Packs
weekend food program for elementary aged
children. Please continue to take your clothing
to the County Clothing Center. The APL is
always in need of food and other items for the
animals (see the list on the bin). Don’t forget
to mark the Outreach sheet with your donated
items, the list is in the parish hall.

The Mite Box
Did you know that Grace Church has a
Mite Box? There is a small wooden box
that sits on the window sill in back of the
church. Money is collected and placed in
the Parish Discretionary Fund to be given
to help parishioners in need. If you could
give a few dollars once in a while, it
would be very helpful.

Did You Know?...
January has finally brought us WINTER. All those
warm, record breaking winter days are long gone. Not sure I
like that!!...
It was lovely to see so many people at both Christmas
Eve services this year. Thanks to volunteers (altar guild,
acolytes, thurifer, torch bearers, choir, greeters, lectors) and
our members who brought family with them. We had two
wonderful services. And let’s face it---there’s nothing better
than being in Church on Christmas Eve. The altar guide
decorated with lots of poinsettias, and our thanks to
everyone who donated them in memory of loved ones,
family, and friends. The parish hall looked wonderful and
this year really felt like a celebration. But, maybe that was
just me!!...
We are happy to report that Bruce Ahrens is on the mend
and getting around after his many knee surgeries…
Kay Canan had a wonderful bir thday par ty her e at
Grace for her one year old grandson Bryson. She went all
out, with a Cat-in-the-Hat theme and had everything from
birthday cake to table cloths with Cat-in-the-Hat! Even
balloons, with one fish, two fish, red fish, blue fish colors.
Kay was also excited to report that daughter Julie is going to
have a brother or sister for Bryson this summer, grandchild
number two for Kay and Michael…
Our Sunday school has been doing very well. Many
thanks to our dedicated teachers Sue Ahrens, Carol Marotta,
and Courtney Rich, and to the par ents who br ing all
those kids. They had 13 students in classes a few Sundays
ago…
Nancy Lundgren and Sally Dier had a monumental
job after the holiday putting all those Christmas items away
and getting the Valentine’s and St. Patrick’s Day “things” on
display. Not to mention all the everyday items. Those two
ladies work very hard, and Gracie’s looks great…
Jim & Nancy Ervin’s granddaughter Emily Ervin is a
freshman at Ravenna High School and one heck of a
basketball player. Her photo was featured in the sports
section of the Record Courier, and this year she is playing on
the varsity team. She must be very good…
We all want to say “hello” to our members in warm,
sunny Florida: Phyllis Shorts and Dan & Lynn Francois.
Hope you all enjoy the nice weather…
Mike and Shirley Johnson went to Pasadena to visit
with their daughter Susan and her family and again this year
they attended the Rose Bowl Parade. They were going to try
to find tickets to the Ohio State-Oregon game, but the more
they thought about it; it made more sense sitting in the
comfort of home and watching the game on television: no
parking problems, no crowds, and more relaxed. Makes
sense to me!!...
Barb Popiel spent time with daughter Michelle and
son-in-law Dave to help celebrate granddaughter Hannah’s
first birthday. Barb reports that Hannah is such a happy

baby, and she loves to dance. Barb calls her the Dancing
Queen. She is truly a precious gift from God…
Our organist Tim Lewicki had been on his own for
several weeks while his wife Yuka and son Joji visited her
family in Japan. Tim was very happy to see them home
again…
Joan Seman and daughter Susan spent time in Flor ida
at the West Palm Beach U.S. Equestrian award show. Their
horse Irascibull was the National Thoroughbred Open
Hunter winner (his father was a Kentucky Derby winner).
That’s quite an accomplishment. Congratulations to the
Seman family for that award. The show was a red carpet
affair with lots of gowns and tuxes and a really wonderful
event in beautiful West Palm Beach. Joan was amazed that
in the two days they were there they spent time at the ocean,
went shopping, visited a beautiful mansion that was open to
the public, and enjoyed the award show…
Rick Taylor spent some time in Flor ida after the
holiday and just needed to get “re-charged.” Glad you’re
back home…
While home for Christmas break Eric Splinter sang in the
choir and was an acolyte for several Sundays (and thurifer at
both Christmas Eve services.) Kevin Splinter was an
acolyte for Christmas Eve and also helping out on the crew
were torch bearers, Rachael and Sarah Beth Audet, and our
newest acolyte Gerry Rich…
Marcia and Tim Splinter had a ball wor king in the
play “Clue” for the Garrettsville Community Theater,
Curtain’s Up. Marcia is in the production and Tim is
working on the scenery, sound and lights. And here’s an
example of faith and commitment. On Jan. 27th, Marcia and
Tim sang in the choir, attended the Annual Parish Meeting
where Marcia (our treasurer) presented the budget, and then
both were off to a 2pm final performance of “Clue” and then
tear the sets down.
Our thanks to the Splinters and to all the families who
were here for the Annual Meeting and luncheon, and to all
who made and provided good food. Thanks to our
volunteers and staff who wrote up reports and to Marsha
Snyder for organizing and copying r epor ts, budget, and
other info into the programs. As usual, Nancy & Jim Ervin
had the parish hall set up and ready for a meal, and Nancy
made sure things ran smoothly in the kitchen (in spite of
recovering from her second cataract surgery)…
We were saddened to hear of the death of Kay Canan’s
mother, Rulena Ann Esway, who passed away on January
11th and Gladys Soltez, Bonnie Zaucha’s mother, who
passed on January 15th. May light perpetual shine upon
Rolena and Gladys, and may God’s comfort be with their
loved ones and friends.

The Bulletin Board
Christian Education
Children’s Bowling
Kent Lanes, 1524 S. Water Street
Sunday, February 24th
Noon to 2 p.m.

Children must be accompanied by
parent or guardian. Sign up sheet will
be in parish hall on Sunday, February
3rd. Questions, call Carol Marotta
330-235-2145

Raven Packs
Our Parish has been collecting boxes of mac n
cheese for the Raven Packs to help feed elementary
aged children in Portage County. The food collected
will be given to the students on weekends so they
will not go hungry. We will be donating a different
item each month in 2019.
For February through March 17th we now
switch to canned fruit and veggies. Our goal each
month is 260 of the items chosen. Raven Packs will
accept whatever number we are able to collect.
Please be generous so these children can have food
on their tables when not in school. There will be a
bin in the Parish Hall marked Raven Packs. Also, we
may need members to transport the items each month
to the storage facility a week before the packing date.
If you’d like to buy ahead. March to April will be
canned tuna.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

George Herbert (April 3, 1593-March 1, 1633)

February 27

George Herbert was born in 1593 into a wealthy family closely related to that of the Earl of
Pembroke. The post and priest John Donne was his godfather and his mother’s close friend.
Well educated as a child, George attended Trinity College, Cambridge, and was planning on
the Anglican priesthood. However, he became the Public Orator of the University and it was
his responsibility to give welcoming speeches in Latin and to write letters of gratitude for gifts
to the University Library, also in Latin. He came to the attention of King James I who
granted him an annual allowance and it seemed likely that the king would make him
ambassador or he would represent a county in Parliament. However, in 1625, the King died
and George, who had originally gone to college with the intention of becoming a priest but
had his head turned by the prospect of a career at Court, determined anew to seek ordination.
In 1626, he was ordained and became vicar and then rector of the parish of Bemerton and
neighboring Fuggletone, not far from Salisbury.
He served faithfully as a parish priest, visiting his parishioners, bringing them food and
clothing when they were in want, administering the Sacraments when they were ill. He read
Morning and Evening Prayer daily in the church, encouraging his congregation to join him.
But if they could not, he rang the church bells so that they could pause in their work and add
their brief prayers to his. His spontaneous generosity and good will won him the affection of
his entire parish community. He died of consumption on St. David’s Day (March 1) and
therefore is memorialized by the Episcopal Church on February 27.
George Herbert is best known today for the book of poems he wrote that was published just
after his death. From those poems come the words of four hymns in our hymnal, one of
which has two musical settings. Make a close reading of hymn 487, “Come my Way, my
Truth, my Life,” and you will catch a glimpse of a good and humble man who served God,
His Church, and the people entrusted to his care with diligence and love. The following
prayer is based on another of his poems, “The Elixir.”
Prayer: Our God and King, who called Your servant George Herbert from the pursuit of
worldly honors to be a pastor of souls, a poet, and a priest in Your temple: Give us grace, we
pray, joyfully to perform the tasks You give us to do, knowing that nothing is menial or
common that is done for Your sake. Amen.
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•9:45 Ch. Ed.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)
Midge Meyers(2020)
Fred Lundgren(2020)
Barb Popiel(2020)

