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Rector’s Writ
When we’re young, it’s interesting how we can’t wait to reach a certain
age: 16 so we can drive; 18 so we can vote; 21 so we can buy alcohol and
gladly show proof we’re of ‘legal age.’ Mom and Dad reminded us time
would go plenty fast enough once we were older. You can’t speed up or slow
down time. So live a good life; love God, family, and friends; think of
others, and do whatever good you can. They modeled these priorities by the
way they lived and their commitment to each other. Relationships and
people are important.
That’s been one of the messages we’ve been privileged to witness since I
accepted the call to be rector of Grace Church. The first week we moved in,
people brought a meal over each evening. Before we arrived, members
volunteered many weekends and hours working on the rectory. Members
were gracious about remaining in leadership positions to give our ministry
a good start and continue providing solid lay leadership over two decades.
We’re blessed by people, past and present, who faithfully serve for years as
Deacon, Treasurer, Senior & Junior Wardens, on Vestry, as Sacristan and
Altar Guild members, as Christian Ed directors and teachers and Youth
Leaders, as members in choir, on Hospitality Group, Beatty Committee,
Building & Grounds, and in more recent years, Growth and Membership
and Fund Raising to name just a few ministries. Each Sunday we have a
core group of people willing to serve in various ways each time we gather for
worship and fellowship. The Grace Church staff is one of the finest with
Marsha Snyder covering office duties and keeping things organized.
Martha Croll and Tim Lewicki make an exceptional team and have an
excellent choir to work with. Jim and Nancy Ervin are another exceptional
team keeping the church orderly and clean, the snow cleared, and the lawn
mown. And Deacon Bill Snyder has been and remains a constant help and
presence we can all rely on.
The people—our Church family—are the main reason we’ve stayed all
these years. There’s an obvious love and reverence for God among our
members. But the Grace family also helps out and prays
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Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, February 4

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Dennis Dier & Nancy Lundgren

Sunday, February 11

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jeff Marsh
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Dennis Dier & Nancy Lundgren

Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Counters

1st Reading Isaiah 40:21-31
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 147:1-12,21c
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Nancy Lundgren

Gospel Mark 1:29-39

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Wednesday, February 14

5 Epiphany

1st Reading 2 Kings 2:1-12
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 50:1-6
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Tim Splinter
Gospel Mark 9:2-9

Noon & 7pm Ash Wednesday

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Fred & Nancy Lundgren
TBA
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
Dennis Dier & Nancy Lundgren

Last Epiphany

Ash Wednesday

1st Reading Isaiah 58:1-12
Martha Croll
Psalm 103
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Kathy Summy
Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Sunday, February 18
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Phillip Crouse
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Bill Snyder
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Dennis Dier & Nancy Lundgren

st

1 Reading Genesis 9:8-17
Kathy Summy
Psalm 25:1-9
2nd Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22
Jeff Croll
Gospel Mark 1:9-15

1 Lent

Sunday, February 25

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Kevin Splinter
Shirley Johnson & Nancy Ervin
8:00 Frank & Joan Seman
10:00 Carol Marotta & Doris Whipple
Counters Dennis Dier & Nancy Lundgren

Sunday, March 4
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

2 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Martha Croll
Psalm 22-22-30
2nd Reading Romans 4:13-25
Charles Parsons
Gospel Mark 8:31-38

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Jenna Summy
Carol Marotta & Nancy McDonald
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters TBA

3 Lent

1st Reading Exodus 20:1-17
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 19
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Fred Lundgren
Gospel John 2:13-22
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for one another. In our times of sickness, grief, and need, this Grace Church family has
been there for us. It’s always encouraging the way people reach out and respond to the
needs of others in the Church and the community. That makes a difference.
Challenges remain for Grace and many churches. Worship and fellowship are not
the priority they once were. We all get older, and the mainline churches seem to have fewer
young people to step up and take on leadership roles and commit to supporting God’s
church. Today there are more people who have no connection to any religion, and that’s a
loss that will have consequences one day. However small our numbers, we keep on keeping
the faith. We’re still committed to the power of God’s love being stronger than hatred…still
making the effort to love one another as Christ loves us…still looking for ways to invite
and welcome ALL God’s children to Grace Church. Our aim is to uphold gospel values that
UNITE us rather than allowing differences to separate, label, and divide us. Challenges
remain but we believe that with God all things are possible, and our goal is growth, not just
survival. It’s my hope and prayer that we—as God’s church and people at Grace (and people
of grace)—will stand firm in our commitments and keep the church strong and faithful
for the next generations.
God’s blessings and our love to all our Grace Church family.
Carol+

Did You Know?...
Barb Popiel is a gr andmother again thanks to
the birth of Hannah Isabelle who has been adopted
by Michelle (Barb’s daughter) and Dave Davis.
Hannah was born in Colorado on December 22nd.
Michelle and Dave traveled there and spent about
three weeks before they could return to their home in
North Carolina with their daughter. This is truly a
blessing from God since they have wanted and
prayed for a baby for so long. Now their family is
complete. We thank God for this miracle. Barb will
be spending the whole month of February in North
Carolina to help out the new parents and love on this
little girl!...
Tim Lewicki has been living “alone” for several
weeks while wife Yuka and son Jogi spent time with
Yuka’s parents in Japan. Tim couldn’t wait to pick
them up at the airport – he didn’t miss them too
much!!...
Our sexton, Jim Ervin, has been keeping very
busy with snow removal and preventing ice build-up;
and it’s been very cold as we all know…
If you haven’t noticed the new metal steps into the
parish hall take a look. Our Junior Warden Nancy
Lundgren has been wor king on this pr oject since
summer and finally the old steps were torn down, the
new ones put up, and here they are. They look great!
…
Mike and Shirley Johnson spent Chr istmas and
New Year’s in California visiting their daughter
Susan and her family. They wer e in Pasadena and
viewed the Rose Bowl Parade and said it was
beautiful. They left California when it was 70 sunny
degrees only to return to a whopping 1 degree cold
wave in Cleveland. Wow!!...
Nancy & Fred Lundgren wer e visited by their
son Bill and his daughters, Jean & Suzy, and Bill’s
girlfriend and her daughter for the Christmas
holidays. (Nancy was so thankful for the apartment
attached to their home.) The whole family attended
Christmas Eve. Including Lisa and Kyle, Taylor and
Paige the Lundgr en/Paxton family had one of the
largest gatherings--10 in the pew plus Nancy as
Worship Leader at the Family Service. Sounds like
they all had a wonderful holiday visit, and we hope
those from Texas managed to keep warm…
Bette Brooks had thr ee of her daughter s home
and enjoyed a Christmas visit with Laurel, Amanda,

and Beverly, who were all here for the midnight
Eucharist. Even though it was really cold, we were
glad to see ALL the church family who came to
worship and sing on Christmas Eve. The choir and
music were excellent!...
Cathy Potisuk is so excited about her new job.
She was hired on a Monday and the very next day
she bought a home. She will be moving into her
home sometime this month after it has been
completely renovated. Congratulations, Cathy! And
we’re so happy to have you back at Grace Church
and living in Ravenna…
Debbie Shorts and Rick Lashley ar e all excited
about their next trip. They’re having a grand time
making plans for their visit to Ireland and Scotland in
May. Now that sounds exciting and fun!...
Marcia & Tim Splinter ar e wor king with the
Garrettsville community theater in their production
of The Beverly Hillbillies. The first weekend went
fantastically and several people from the church went
to enjoy the fun and laughter. It was great seeing
their son Eric here while he was home from college.
He didn’t get much rest, though. He sang in the
choir, helped with the Tapestries concert, and was an
acolyte when we needed one…
Little Luke Kearsey had a good time dur ing
coffee hour --- his new best friend is Jim Ervin. Look
out, Luke!! Just kidding, Jim…
Cherry Monegan’s daughter Kelly r aises Great
Pyrenees dogs and the two of them were having
puppies a week apart. Cherry got a call from Kelly
asking for some assistance birthing the first dog’s
puppies. She has 5 puppies from that litter, but when
the other dog had her puppies---well, Kelly is now
the proud owner of 12 very beautiful and (soon to
be) very big dogs. Cherry says they’re all beautiful.

The Rev. Carol Evans
20TH Anniverary Celebration
March 3, 2018 1:00 – 4:00 P.M.

It’s hard to believe but Rev. Carol has been
with us for 20 years. A reception is being
planned and your presence is requested.
Please plan to be part of this celebration of
Rev. Carol’s ministry with us. There will be
sign-up sheets in the parish hall.

Birthdays
2nd
3rd
9th
11th
14th
15th
16th
22nd
24th
27th
29th

Dale Espey
David Golec
Janice Lallathin
Brian Jozsa
Tim Lewicki
Yuka Lewicki
Nancy Lundgren
Luke Kearsey
Wayne Haynes
Larry Allison
Fred Lundgren

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
11th Nancy Ervin
14th Emily Summy
29th Kirsten Seman

The Bulletin Board
The Mite Box
Did you know that Grace Church
has a Mite Box?

There is a small wooden box that
sits on the window sill in back of
the church. Money is collected
and placed in the Parish
Discretionary Fund to be given
to help parishioners in need. If
you could give a few dollars
once in a while, it would be very
helpful.

2018 Winter Convocation
Becoming Beloved Community
February 2-3, 2018
Kalahari Resort and Conference Center – Sandusky, Ohio
Keynote Speaker –Heidi Kim,
Director of “Becoming Beloved Community”
The Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing,
reconciliation, and justice.
Online registration coming soon!
For additional information call the
Office for Congregations 216.774.0476

Outreach
We will continue with Outreach this year giving food to the Center of Hope as
well as personal items (which they were happy to have). They were so grateful
for these items. Please continue to take your clothing to the County Clothing
Center. The APL is always in need of food and other items for the animals (see
the list on the bin in the Parish Hall). Don’t forget to mark the Outreach sheet
when you donate items; the list is in the parish hall. We donated about 200 lbs.
of clothing to the CCC and more than 200 non-perishable food items to the
Center of Hope. The 200s Challenge is part of celebrating the 200th anniversary
year of the Diocese of Ohio. Please help us serve others by being generous in
our outreach.
Thank you for your generosity.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

Cornelius the Centurion

February 7

Cornelius was a Roman centurion, a professional soldier in the Roman army and in command
of at least 80 men. He is considered the first Gentile to convert to Christianity and his story is
told in the Acts of Apostles.
He was a member of Cohors II Italica Civium Romanorum, stationed at Caesarea, the capital
of the Roman Judaea province. A God-fearing man, he prayed often, was full of good works,
and often gave alms to the poor. And Judea was a poor province. Acts tells us that he had a
vision of an angel announcing that his prayers had been heard. Cornelius realized that he had
been chosen for a higher alternative. The vision further told him to send the men of his
household to Joppa where they were to find Simon Peter who was residing with a tanner
named Simon. In a separate vision to Simon Peter, he saw beasts and fowl being lowered from
Heaven in a sheet. He is commanded to eat but he objected because the animals and fowl are
unclean according to the Law of Moses. He is told to not call unclean what God has cleansed.
So when the men of Cornelius’ household appear, Peter put two and two together. He
understood that he was to preach to the Gentiles. As a result, he accompanied the men back to
Caesarea.
When Cornelius met Peter, he fell at Peter’s feet; Peter raised him up and the two men shared
their visions. Peter preached to all present and the Holy Spirit descended on all. Cornelius and
all the others (who are all uncircumcised since they are Gentiles) spoke in tongues. Peter
baptized everyone.
So why did the Episcopal Church recognize Cornelius as a saint and, while Governor’s Island
was a military installation, maintain a chapel there dedicated to him? He was one of the first
Gentiles to convert. And his conversion sparked the conversation among the Jewish leaders of
the new Christian church. This culminated in the decision to allow Gentiles to become
Christians without conforming to Jewish requirements for circumcision.
Cornelius disappeared from history but some traditions hold that he was the first bishop of
Caesarea or a bishop of Scepsis in Mysia (present-day northwest Turkey).

Prayer:
O God, who by your Spir it called Cor nelius the Centur ion to be the fir st
Christian among the Gentiles: Grant to your Church in every nation a ready mind and will to
proclaim your love to all who turn to you with unfeigned hope and faith; for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

1 Lent
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

Last Epiphany
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

5 Epiphany
•8am HE
•9am Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee

2 Lent
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•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee
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Back Door
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Back Door
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Back Door
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•7pm Choir
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)

