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Rector’s Writ
Now that we’re entering a new year, it’s helpful to set goals and begin making
plans for things we want to accomplish. Growth in membership and giving is one
of the goals we identify nearly every year. The difficulty we meet, again and
again, is HOW do we bring new people in? How do we talk about God (simply
and honestly) and invite people to church in a world that doesn’t seem too
concerned with honoring and making God a priority? One poll a few years ago
showed that 55% of those surveyed said they attended church or synagogue once a
week (35%); almost every week (10%); or at least once a month (10%). On the
other end of that poll, is the fact that 44% said they attended seldom (28%) or
never (16%). So, chances are roughly 55/45 that someone we invite to Grace
Church will say yes. Much better odds than the lottery!
One interesting thing in this poll was an open ended question asked of the
55% who attended weekly to monthly: “what is the most important reason WHY
you attend church or synagogue?” Just over 40% cited spiritual growth and
guidance or to keep grounded/inspired. Another 30% gave religious reasons: to
worship God, or simply it’s my faith. Among the remaining reasons were the
fellowship of other members; belief in God and religion; and that religion and
worship were family values, traditions…brought up that way. How might we
answer ‘what’s the main reason we belong to and support Grace Church?’
Most of us, especially when we invite others, have heard a number of reasons
why people don’t attend church. It runs the gamut, but to name a few: some people
think church folk are judgmental, negative, hypocrites; church is boring; the
church just wants your money; don’t have time; Sunday’s our only family time;
and the ever popular ‘I’m spiritual, not religious.’
There’s not a lot we can do about it if people prefer to spend Sunday mornings
at Starbucks or at the mall or on the golf course. We can invite people to church
anyway, so they might see and experience for themselves what we are as a Church
family and what we’re not. We need all our members to work and grow together; to
invite others to church; and to pray for God’s help to bring new people into this
Grace Church family in 2017 and beyond.
Carol+
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in darkness
for the godly; Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what
you would have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false
choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in your straight path
may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Prayer
For Guidance; BCP, p. 832)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, February 5

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse
Nancy Lundgren & Shirley Johnson
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Susan & Steve Merrill
Counters Bette Brooks & Dennis Dier
Church Sch. Sue Ahrens

Sunday, February 12

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Charles Parsons
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Kevin Splinter
Nancy Lundgren & Shirley Johnson
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Bette Brooks & Dennis Dier
Church Sch. Courtney Rich

Sunday, February 19

1st Reading Isaiah 58:1-12
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 112:1-10
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 5:13-20

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bett Brooks
10:00 Steve Merrill
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Jenna Summy
Nancy Lundgren & Shirley Johnson
8:00 Stephanie & Amir Amir r uzzaman
10:00 Carol M., Gail R. & Doris W.
Counters Bette Brooks & Dennis Dier
Church Sch. Denise Sheridan
Nursery Nikki Stickle

Ash Wednesday Services
March 1st Noon and 7pm

6 Epiphany

1st Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 119:1-8
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Tim Splinter
Gospel Matthew 5:21-37

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

5 Epiphany

7 Epiphany

1st Reading Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Kathy Summy
Psalm 119:33-40
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 5:38-48

Please plan to attend either of our Ash Wednesday services with
the imposition of ashes and Holy Eucharist. Making time to be with
God in worship and prayer is helpful in giving our Lenten discipline a
good beginning.

Sunday, February 26

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Lundgren & Shirley Johnson
8:00 Jennifer Golec & Janice Lallathin
10:00 Taylor, Paige, & Lisa Paxton
Counters Bette Brooks & Dennis Dier
Church Sch. Chrissy Stickle

Sunday, March 5

Last Epiphany

1st Reading Exodus 24:12-18
Steve Merrill
Psalm 99
2nd Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21
Jane Gear-Jozsa
Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse
Shirley Johnson & Jane Gear-Jozsa
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Mary Jean & John McDonald
Counters Kay Canan & Phillip Crouse
Church Sch. Sue Ahrens

1 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 32
2nd Reading Romans 5:12-19
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11

March Acolytes
3/12—Kevin
3/19—Jenna

Birthdays
2nd
3rd
9th
11th
14th
15th
16th
21st
27th
29th

Dale Espey
David Golec
Janice Lallathin
Brian Jozsa
Steve Merrill
Tim Lewicki
Yuka Lewicki
Nancy Lundgren
Irene Machisko
Larry Allison
Fred Lundgren

3/26—Jeff
4/2—Phil

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
11th Nancy Ervin
14th Emily Summy
29th Kirsten Seman

Did You Know?...
The holidays are over (thanks be to God!!) The
decorations are back in their place and we’re settling
in for a long winters nap. HA! We wish. Sally Dier
and Nancy Lundgren have all the Chr istmas
items in Gracie’s Back Door stored away for another
year. And speaking about putting decorations away,
it took twelve people (including Cherry Monegan,
Nancy & Fred Lundgren, Mary Jean & John
McDonald, Sue & Bruce Ahrens, Nancy & Jim
Ervin, Mike & Shirley Johnson, and Marsha
Snyder) fifty minutes to take down all the
decorations in the parish hall and store them. It took
all those people plus Rick Lashley, Carol Marotta,
and Carol Evans thr ee hour s or mor e to decor ate.
Even the un-decorators (is that a word?) were
surprised how quickly everything came down. But it
was pretty. Thanks to the Monegans for purchasing
the tree and all the decorations and to Cherry for her
decorating ability…
Barb Popiel, her daughter Jami, Matt, and
grandson Tyson flew to Nor th Car olina to spend
Christmas with daughter Michelle and Dave. Dave’s
mother and brother plus three dogs were also present.
A good time was had by all. Good weather, good
food, and good company. And a lot of company…
Carolyn Englert is happy to have her daughter
Jennifer back in the ar ea. She’s moved up from
Florida and was able to find homes for all her dogs,
cats, and chickens. That couldn’t have been an easy
task…
Shirley & Mike Johnson went to Califor nia for
the holiday and once again they were in Pasadena
and saw the Parade of Roses. They did say it was a
bit cooler than usual, but visiting with their daughter
Susan and her family is always a r eal tr eat. While
the Johnsons and Popiels were visiting in California
and North Carolina, Marsha Snyder was in
Miamisburg, Ohio helping daughter Jill move from
her apartment to a home. Some people have all the
fun!!...
John & Mary Jean McDonald will be
welcoming a new grandchild this summer. Son
Andy and his wife Cheryl ar e expecting their
second child. Along with big sister Christianna,
they’re all looking forward to the blessed event…
Eric Splinter was home for the holidays fr om
Clarkson University and helped us out by making

time to sing in the choir and to serve as acolyte and
thurifer AND to be at the hospital E.R. with his
mom, Marcia, for several hours. He also spent some
time visiting with family and friends. Maybe spring
break will have more time for R & R! And Marcia
took their youngest son Kevin, who’s a junior at
Garfield, to visit colleges out east. We also got to
see Georgia Golec, who was home from Ohio
University and came to church with her mom,
Jennifer and gr andmother , Janice Lallathin…
The ECW wants to thank Mary Jean & John
McDonald and Shirley & Mike Johnson for
taking coats, hats, scarves, gloves, and personal
hygiene items we’ve collected to Ravenna High
School, all of which they happily received. And
thanks to Mary Jean for mailing off to Lillian Valley
School box tops for education and taking Acme
register tapes to the County Clothing Center. Thanks
to Nancy & Jim Ervin for taking the more than 200
non-perishable food items to the Center of Hope last
month. Our goal is to do the same this month.

Outreach
We will continue with Outreach this year
giving food to the Center of Hope as well as
personal items. They were so grateful for these
items. Please continue to take your clothing to
the County Clothing Center. The APL is always
in need of food and other items for the animals
(see the list on the bin). Don’t forget to mark the
Outreach sheet (in the parish hall) when you
donate items. We donated about 200 lbs. of
clothing to the CCC and more than 200 nonperishable food items to the Center of Hope.
Thank you for your generosity.

Gracie’s Back Door
Gracie’s Back Door is in need of several
items such as paper towels, spray furniture
polish, hand soap (liquid), and dish detergent

Missioner’s Memo
Report on Our 200s
Grace Episcopal Church has been really busy since challenged in late November to think in terms of
200—to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Diocese of Ohio. By the Christmas Day
service, we had gathered and delivered 200+ nonperishable food items to the Center of Hope.
In December, our cookie bakers extradinaire baked more than 200 dozen cookies to supply the
orders taken and to satisfy the sweet teeth of our friends (and ourselves) who had not ordered! Thanks
go all the great cookie bakers: Marsha Snyder, Barb Popiel, Bev Lewis-Mercury, Shirley Johnson,
Mary Jean McDonald, Pat Williams, Bette Brooks, Joan Seman, Gail Richards, Susan Merrill, Doris
Whipple, Alexandra Wroblewski, Judie Golden, Cherry Monegan, Carolyn Englert, Marcia Splinter,
Chris Stickle, Nancy, Ervin, Janet Hughes, Nancy Lundgren, and Kay Canan. If I missed someone,
please please please let me know!
Ravenna High School counselors asked us to assist in supplying toiletry items and gently used
clothing in adult sizes for them to distribute to students who needed them. In barely a month, 200 items
were taken to RHS! Thanks to everyone who contributed!
And currently, Sit and Stitch is knitting and crocheting and decorating twiddle muffs. A twiddle
muff is the lower portion of a sleeve that is decorated with buttons, bows, zippers, and other tactile
objects. These are given to Alzheimer and dementia patients who often harm themselves on their arms.
The twiddle muffs give them something that distracts them. Can you knit? Crochet? Sew a button?
Speak with Carolyn Englert! We’re approaching 200 hours of work on this project!
We are going to continue all our collections—APL, County Clothing Closet, Ravenna High School
toiletry closet, Center of Hope—do you think we can get 200 food items a month? Can we deliver 200
items to the APL? Can we get another 200 items to RHS? How about 200 pounds of gently used
clothing to the County Clothing Closet?
Thank you for all you do, both here at Grace Episcopal Church and in our wider community. God
bless!

SHROVE TUESDAY/MARDI GRAS
PANCAKE SUPPER
Everyone is invited to bring family
and friends to our Shrove Tuesday/Mardi
Gras Pancake Supper on Feb. 28th from
5pm—8pm in the Parish Hall. You won’t
leave hungry because everyone can have
their choice of pancakes, sausage, potato
pancakes, sour cream, applesauce, and
biscuits and gravy. Our thanks to Kay
Canan and Sally Dier for arranging &
planning the event. Please join us for
good food and fellowship the night before
we begin our observance of Lent.

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
The Hospitality Committee is in need of more
volunteers willing to take meals to members of
the church who are ill and need temporary
assistance. A home cooked meal is very nice,
but if you’re unable to do that, you can order
“take out” meals, food from local delis,
purchase gift cards
from local
restaurants, and/
or have food
delivered. Please
see Nancy Ervin if
you are able to
help with this
ministry.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

Philander Chase

September 22

Philander Chase was born in Cornish, New Hampshire, on December 14, 1775, to Dudley and Allace Chase. His
father was a deacon in the Congregational Church and a local farmer of some prominence. While a student at
Dartmouth College, he found a copy of The Book of Common Prayer, which inspired him to seek ordination as an
Episcopal priest. Upon graduation in 1795, he studied for the priesthood with the Rev. Thomas Ellison in Albany,
New York, since there were no Episcopal seminaries in the newly formed United States. The next few years were
momentous ones for him; he married Mary Fay, their first son was born, and he was ordained deacon. When
admitted to the priesthood in 1799, he took charge of Christ Church in Poughkeepsie, New York.
In 1805 he accepted an invitation to help establish the first Episcopal parish in New Orleans, hoping that the move
south would alleviate his wife’s tuberculosis. Mary did not improve and the couple greatly missed their children
whom they had left with relatives in New England. They returned and Philander became rector of Christ Church,
Hartford, Connecticut. Within a few years, he felt pulled westward. This pull plus the growing tensions with John
Henry Hobart, Bishop of New York, led him to settle in Worthington, OH, a small pioneer community, in 1817. He
purchased a tract of land for a farm and was the principal of Worthington Academy. However, within a year Mary
died. It was at this point that Chase was appointed bishop of the newly formed Diocese of Ohio. His appointment
was met with such disapproval that it was not until nearly a year later that he was finally consecrated.
As bishop, Chase found it exceedingly difficult to find qualified clergy to fill the pulpits of the growing diocese.
Since the split from the Church of England at the time of independence from Great Britain, the American church had
paid little attention to westward expansion, believing that General Theological Seminary was sufficient to train clergy
for the west. Knowing that Bishop Hobart would block any plans he might have, Chase traveled to England to raise
funds to create a seminary in the “west.” By July 1824, he had secured sufficient funds from the Lords Gambier,
Bexley, and Kenyon. In December of that year, the Ohio legislature incorporated this theological seminary, and
Kenyon College was born.
Finances were always a problem in the early days of Kenyon College and, as Chase struggled to keep the doors open,
he because a more tyrannical leader. The Board of Trustees accused him to misappropriating funds raised for the
seminary for use in keeping the college open. In 1831, Chase resigned the presidency of Kenyon College and the
episcopacy of Ohio when the convention demanded he relinquish some control. He and his family left Gambier and
settled near Millersburg then moved to Michigan. Barely 4 years later, the newly formed diocese of Illinois elected
Chase its first bishop. Again he sought funds for the establishment of another western seminary; however, he was
less successful than before. Undaunted, he secured sufficient funds to lay the cornerstone of Jubilee College in 1839
and soon the seminary, college, and grammar school opened. In 1849 fire destroyed the gristmills, eliminating an
important income source for the endeavor.
By 1852, Chase was 77 and had lived a hard pioneer life; his health was failing. In September, his horse pulled him
from his carriage. He lingered for several days but died on September 20, 1852. Without his towering presence,
Jubilee College did not stand a chance. It struggled for several years, finally closing in 1862.
Philander Chase was unique in the early history of the Episcopal Church in the United States. He served as the first
bishop of two western dioceses; he established two seminaries (one of which survives) dedicated to the education of
“western” clergy despite constant attacks by clergy in the East; he endured immense personal sadness in the deaths of
his wife Mary and three of his children (two of whom did not live to their first birthdays). Nevertheless, he overcame
personal, financial, and professional hardships and worked to achieve the goals of bringing faith and education to the
west. It is for this that he is remembered.
Prayer: Almighty God, whose Son J esus Chr ist is the pioneer and per fecter of our faith: We give you
heartfelt thanks for the pioneering spirit of your servant Philander Chase, and for his zeal in opening new frontiers for
the ministry of your Church. Grant us grace to minister in Christ’s name in every place, led by bold witnesses to the
Gospel of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster

Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Barb Popiel (2016)
Fred Lundgren (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)

