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Rector’s Writ
Annual meetings are over, budgets are approved, and we Episcopalians
make the effort to get focused on spiritual matters. The Ash Wednesday
liturgy invites us to tune our inner compass and outer lives to “the
observance of a holy Lent.” “Observance” is somewhat deceptive because it
sounds so do-able. Anyone can observe, right? We observe that each day
holds a little more light. During Lent we observe the tone of worship is more
solemn: no Gloria, no flowers on the altar, no alleluias.
Yet in our observance of a holy lent, we’re called beyond what we can see.
We’re called to make a commitment from within by “self examination and
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; by reading and meditating
on God’s holy word.” (BCP p. 265) The irony of this inner commitment is
that it opens us to God’s presence, holy mysteries, and grace at work in our
worship, our relationships, and our lives.
Whenever we’re disciplined enough or bold enough to do this annual
inspection and reflection, we realize there are a few gaps in our lives. We sin
and miss the mark, and all that can fill those gaps is the grace of God. We
find hope and meaning, not in what we turn away from or take on during
Lent, but in the LORD WE TURN TOWARD in worship, faith, and
humility. Our penitence is answered with God’s forgiveness…our reflection
with God’s guidance…our hope with God’s grace. An old work, Little Book of
Contemplation, has a meditation reminding us of the source and reason for
our hope.
“I..thank you, O Lord, because You have made me after Your own image…that I should
always be mindful of You, think upon You, and love You. But..my selfishness has so defaced
your image within me that I cannot accomplish the purpose of my being except You
continually renew and reform me. …Grant that I may comprehend the magnitude of Your
boundless love. So great is that charity that nothing greater or better can be conceived. You
are righteous, truthful, blessed.
In that You are righteous above all comparison, how do You spare us?…Although You are
completely and exceedingly righteous, yet You are gentle toward sinners because You are
completely and exceedingly good. …Hence, the cause of the divine mercy is the complete
and exceeding goodness of God.”

Trusting in God’s abundant goodness, may we each
observe and keep a holy Lent.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, February 7

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Jeff Marsh
Nancy Ervin & Shirley Johnson
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren
Brookdale Kathy Summy

Wednesday, February 10
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Counters

1st Reading Exodus 34:29-35
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 99
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Luke 9:28-43a

Noon & 7:00 PM

The Rev. Carol Evans
Noon Sally Dier
7:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Jim Ervin
Nancy Ervin & Shirley Johnson
Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren

Last Epiphany

Ash Wednesday
1st Reading Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Tim Splinter
Psalm 103
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Kathy Summy
Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Sunday, February 14

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Steve & Susan Merrill
Jenna Summy
Nancy Ervin & Shirley Johnson
8:00 TBD
10:00 Jim & Nancy Ervin
Counters Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren

Sunday, February 21
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Steve Merrill
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
2nd Reading Romans 10:8b-13
Carolyn Englert
Gospel Luke 4:1-13

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Jeff & Lisa Marsh
David Miller
Nancy Ervin & Shirley Johnson
8:00 TBD
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Counters Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren
Brookdale Bill Snyder

1 Lent

2 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Jeff Croll
Psalm 27
2nd Reading Philippians 3:17—4:1
Martha Croll
Gospel Luke 13:31-35

Sunday, February 28

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Eric Splinter
Nancy Ervin & Shirley Johnson
8:00 TBD
10:00 Cindy Ward & Nancy Ervin
Counters Kay Canan & Fred Lundgren

Sunday, March 6
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Exodus 3:1-15
Tim Splinter
Psalm 63:1-8
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Kathy Summy
Gospel Luke 13:1-9

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse

4 Lent

1st Reading Joshua 5:9-12
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 32

Cindy Hoskins, Jane Gear-Jozsa, Nancy Lundgren

8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Steve & Susan Merrill
Counters TBD
Brookdale Kathy Summy

3 Lent

2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Soup Supper & Lenten Study on
Ash Wednesday
Liturgy &
Holy Eucharist
Ash Wednesday services will
be held at noon and 7:00 p.m.
on February 10th. Please plan to
attend as part of beginning and
keeping a faithful Lent.

Growing a Rule of Life

Please plan to join us for soup, fellowship, and a diocesan wide study on
Growing a Rule of Life. We’ll meet Wednesday evening during Lent with
a light supper at 6pm followed by the study & discussion at 6:30 and
ending with Compline. We’ll need people willing to provide soup for
each evening, and we’ll have a sign up sheet in the parish hall so we have
an idea of how many to expect. Workbooks are available for all who
want to be part of the class and for any of our members who can’t make
the program and want to study on their own. The Society of St. John the
Evangelist (the group who wrote the study) has questions and regular
videos that members can access by e-mail, but each household has to sign
up for that option. One advantage we hope happens is that sessions,
responses, etc. can be discussed with people from other churches in the
diocese. Your participation and fellowship will help to make it a good
study.

Did You Know?...
Wow! What a January that was. Now we can relax
and get back to those quiet winter days when nothing
much is going on – WHAT WAS I THINKING?! The
Annual Meeting was busy with election of new vestry and
Beatty Committee members, reports from several
members, end of the year financial statements, covered
dish lunch and good fellowship; new church directories,
visiting people in the hospital or shut-in, pledge envelopes
to be distributed (too bad they weren’t ordered until Jan.
5th – sorry about that folks.) Vestry meetings, and Winter
Convocation at the end of the month. YIKES!! Will it
ever end? NO, now it’s Lent. Where we will be offering a
diocesan wide Lenten study for all the members here at
Grace. We do stay busy…
And speaking of busy Nancy Lundgren and Sally
Dier have spent days, and I don’t mean on the
Wednesdays and Sundays that Gracie’s is normally open,
but many, many days getting things ready for spring and
all the goodies that go with that. And I must say packing
all those Christmas items away for next year and getting
the seasonal Valentine, St. Patrick’s Day and Easter items
out for display (along with every day household items out
for their customers) is a monumental task. They even had
recruits when granddaughter Taylor Paxton and daughter
Dani Dier came in to help on the days they were
available…
Shirley & Mike Johnson spent their Chr istmas in
California visiting with their daughter and her family. The
house was filled with lots of family and friends and they
did a lot of cooking and dishes. And they even enjoyed
the Rose Bowl parade again. Jeff & Lisa Marsh and
Sarah Beth & Rachael Audet spent their holiday in
Rhode Island with Lisa’s family and had a wonderful
time…
Sue Ahrens, Bill & Marsha Snyder, Carolyn
Englert, and Shirley & Mike Johnson went to the Kent
Healthcare facility to sing carols with Lloyd and Roberta
O’Keefe. Fr . Lloyd got a bit emotional and we thought
it might be the quality (or lack of quality) of our voices.
But we were assured that it was deeply appreciated and
that was a very good thing. It was wonderful spending
some time Lloyd and Roberta…
Jim and Nancy Ervin got a ver y special gift fr om
their son Scott and his wife for Christmas--a stay in an
Amish country Inn. They are really looking forward to
that gift; and one of the dates available to them was on
their anniversary. That sounds wonderful, a great way to

see the sites, have great meals and shop and shop and
shop…
The Annual Meeting went off without a hitch. And
thanks to the Vestry members who have served us so well
for the last three years: Fred Lundgren, Steve Merrill, and
Frank Seman. And thanks to those who ar e willing to
be part of Vestry for the next three years: Jeff Croll,
Phillip Crouse, Dennis Dier, and Fred Lundgren who
was willing to fill in an unexpired term. The new
members of the Beatty Committee are: Barb Popiel and
Pat Williams, with Pat helping out by doing an
extended term. All of these people will be a good addition
to our governing body…
We are saddened by the death of Larry Harper. Larry
and his wife Mary moved to the Columbus area some
years ago and Larry moved back just a few months ago.
The burial service was held at the funeral home but Grace
Church hosted a reception here, thanks to our Hospitality
Committee. The family had the reception catered, and
church members made desserts. Many thanks to Nancy
Ervin for or ganizing the r eception set up and clean up,
and thanks also to Mike & Shirley Johnson, Fred &
Nancy Lundgren, Mary Jean & John McDonald and
to everyone who made desserts for the reception…
The choir has enjoyed having a very “new” member,
three month old Joji, our organist Tim Lewicki’s baby.
He’s been passed around to all the ladies and Joji really
gets excited when Marcia Splinter hits those high notes,
or when certain music is played. I think he may be a
music critic already. He’s such a good baby. We love
having him…
Congratulations to Carl and Rachelle Seiter on the
birth of daughter Katherine Jo. Big sister Elizabeth is
really enjoying her new sister…
And speaking of sisters the Bell sisters, we know
them better as Nancy Ervin, Janet Hughes and Cindy
Ward, invited Judy Canan to join them for lunch
lately; and Judy is really enjoying their company. Judy
remembers singing in the choir with Janet and how much
fun they had even though the choir director didn’t always
appreciate their sense of humor…
Many thanks to the Poker Boys for sharing their
winnings with the Parish Discretionary Fund.

The Bulletin Board

Birthdays
2nd
3rd
9th
11th
14th
15th
16th
21st
27th
29th

Dale Espey
David Golec
Janice Lallathin
Brian Jozsa
Steve Merrill
Tim Lewicki
Yuka Lewicki
Nancy Lundgren
Irene Machisko
Larry Allison
Fred Lundgren

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
11th Nancy Ervin
14th Emily Summy
29th Kirsten Seman

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
St. Brigit of Kildare
St. Brigit of Kildare (sometimes called Brigid of Ireland) is one of that country’s patron saints along with
Patrick and Columba. Sacred legend states that she was an early Irish Christian nun, abbess, and founder
of the revered monastery of nuns at Kildare.
It is believed that Brigit was born around 451 AD (or perhaps a couple of years later), perhaps in
Faughart, Ireland. Most early biographies of her agree that her mother was Brocca, a Christian Pict and
slave who had been baptized by St. Patrick. Her father was believed to be Dubhthach, a chieftain of
Leinster. When his wife learned of Brocca’s pregnancy, she forced Dubhthach to sell her to a druid.
Thus, Brigit was born into slavery. Around the age of ten she was returned to her father’s household as
a servant. She was uncommonly generous with his possessions, giving them to beggars who requested
alms. Exasperated, her father took her in his chariot to the king of Leinster to sell her to him. While he
was negotiating with the king, Brigit gave his jeweled sword to a beggar so he could barter it for food to
feed his family. The king, recognizing her holiness, said he couldn’t afford her and convinced her father
to grant his daughter her freedom.
Brigit was veiled (became a nun) by St. Mel of Ardagh (a name we at Grace recognize as part of our
companion diocese in Ireland—Kilmore, Efphin, and Ardagh) and began her formal holy work. She
founded the great monastery at Kildare on the site of an older pagan shrine. As the monastery’s fame
grew, it drew both men and women to profess vows and for centuries, Kildare was overseen by both an
abbess and a bishop. In addition, she founded a school of art there. The illuminated manuscript, The
Book of Kildare, disappeared during the Reformation; however, those who saw it wrote that “all this is
the work of angelic, and not human, skill.” She is also credited with founding many churches in the
Diocese of Elphin.
When Brigit died in 525, she was interred at the right of the high altar of Kildare Cathedral and a
magnificent tomb was erected over her. This shrine became an object of veneration for pilgrims. In 878,
due to Scandinavian raids, her relics were interred in the tomb of Patrick and Columba. In 1185, John de
Courcy had their purported remains relocated and interred in Down Cathedral.
Her feast day, February 1, is recognized by the Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church,
and the Anglican Communion.

St. Brigit’s Cross
(usually woven of rush)
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Barb Popiel (2016)
Fred Lundgren (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
Carolyn Englert(2017)
Phillip Crouse(2018)
Jeff Croll(2018)
Dennis Dier(2018)

