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February 2015
Rector’s Writ
Once the Annual Meetings, the play-offs and super bowl game have all passed,
it seems the drudgery of winter sets in. It’s small comfort to know that by midFebruary, we’re halfway through winter or at least so the calendar says. Ash
Wednesday is February 18th this year, and as usual we’ll have two services, one at
noon and one at 7pm, both with the imposition of ashes and both with the Holy
Eucharist.
No matter how late Easter is, Ash Wednesday and the Lenten season always
begin in winter. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon lencten, which means the
lengthening days as we approach spring. It is a forty day penitential season
ushered in on Ash Wednesday and ending on Easter Eve. We’re called to observe
a “holy Lent by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and selfdenial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.” (BCP, p. 265)
It’s not a time when we remember all the potential of humanity. It’s a time when
we come before God with penitent, contrite hearts and recognize our need for God’s
forgiveness and help. The ashes are a reminder that we are mortal, and it is “only
by (God’s) gracious gift that we are given everlasting life.” (BCP, p. 265)
We’re also to remember—and the readings for Lent always include—Jesus’
temptation in the wilderness. We pray for God’s help not to be overcome, not to
give in to our temptations. We pray for Christ’s guidance and strength to be
faithful and pass through the wilderness parts of this lifetime: health
concerns...family disagreements…addictions…anger and hurt feelings…the
refusal to seek forgiveness, to be forgiving, or to receive forgiveness...financial
struggles…to name a few.
Lent calls us to a penitent approach to that ever vague area of sinning “against
(God) in thought, word, and deed, by what we’ve done and…left undone.” (BCP, p.
352) We can only confess our sins, because God in Christ provides our salvation.
As much as we may dislike coming to terms with our sins and faults, the hopeful
reality is God desires and Christ provides our redemption and renewal, NOT our
destruction and downfall. The Spirit journeys with us, too; never abandoning us
in our wilderness times, but bringing us through and closer to the Lord who loves
us all.

Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, February 1

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Officiant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Eric Splinter
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Steve & Susan Merrill
Altar Guild Sandy Ulbricht & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Mechele Novak & Steve Merrill
Emeritus Kathy Summy

Sunday, February 8

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Kevin Splinter
8:00 TBA
10:00 Jane & Brian Gear-Jozsa
Altar Guild Sandy Ulbricht & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Mechele Novak & Steve Merrill

Officiant
Deacon
Worship Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Counters

Psalm 111
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Mark 1:21-28

Psalm 147:1-12, 21c
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Kathy Summy
Gospel Mark 1:29-39

Last Epiphany

1st Reading 2 Kings 2:1-12
Jeff Croll
Psalm 50:1-6
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Martha Croll
Gospel Mark 9:2-9

Noon and 7:00 PM Liturgy and Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Carolyn Englert
Jim & Nancy Ervin
TBD
Sandy Ulbricht & Cindy Hoskins
Mechele Novak & Steve Merrill

5 Epiphany

1st Reading Isaiah 40:21-31
Tim Splinter

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Readers 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Roberta O’Keefe
Greeters John & Mary Jean McDonald
Acolyte David Miller
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Altar Guild Sandy Ulbricht & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Mechele Novak & Steve Merrill
Emeritus Bill Snyder

Wednesday, February 18

1st Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Fred Lundgren

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

Sunday, February 15

4 Epiphany

Ash Wednesday

st

1 Reading Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Tim Splinter
Psalm 103
2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Sunday, February 22

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Officiant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Jeff Marsh
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Altar Guild Sandy Ulbricht & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Mechele Novak & Steve Merrill

Sunday, March 1

1st Reading Genesis 9:8-17
Tim Splinter
Psalm 25:1-9
2nd Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22
Martha Croll
Gospel Mark 1:9-15

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Officiant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Jenna Summy
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Altar Guild Shirley Johnson & Carol Marotta
Counters TBA
Emeritus Kathy Summy

Episcopal Church
Women News
Breakfast
Meeting
February 23, 2015
9:00 a.m.

The E.C.W. is continuing their collection of Box
Tops for Education. Please save and give
them to Mary Jean McDonald. There will be a
meeting of the ECW on February 28th.
Please sign up in the parish hall.

1 Lent

2 Lent

1st Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 22:22-30
2nd Reading Romans 4:13-25
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Mark 8:31-38

Mardi Gras
Pancake Supper
Sunday, February 15th
5-7pm
$20/Family $5/Single
Come and enjoy the fun and bring
family and friends!

Did You Know?...
In preparation for our 150th anniversary celebration the
parish hall got a much needed face lift with the new paint
selected by Susan Merrill. Junior Warden John McDonald
and Mike Johnson did all the prep work getting the hall
ready for the Saturday workday. And work they did.
Everyone who came, came to work—no slackers. Those
included: Barb Popiel, John McDonald, Mike Johnson,
Fred Lundgren, Midge Myers, Rev. Carol, Sue
Ahrens, Rick Lashley, Debbie Shorts, Jim Ervin and
Billy Johnson’s son David. And thanks to Tim Splinter
for sanding all the doors to prep for painting. Lunch was
supplied by Mary Jean McDonald, Debbie Shorts, and
Marsha Snyder – thanks ladies…
While everyone was in the parish hall painting, Sally
Dier, Nancy Lundgren, and Dani Dier wer e busy
working in Gracie’s Back Door getting all the “goodies”
out and putting all the Christmas items away. What a
job!!...
We were saddened by the death of Wilbur “Bud”
Minnich on December 23. Bud was a life-long member
at Grace and will be sadly missed. Bud celebrated his 89th
birthday on December 21st and passed away on the 23rd.
He was laid to rest in his Marine dress uniform, and for
anyone who knew Bud, that would have made him very
happy. There will be a memorial service with Holy
Eucharist at 11a.m. on Saturday, February 21, to celebrate
Bud’s life…
We received two new members with Holy Baptism on
Sunday, January 11th when Carl Seiter and Carl and
Rachelle Esque’s daughter Elizabeth wer e both
baptized. A reception was held in the parish hall and was
graciously hosted by Kay Canan (aka “Mama Kay”) and
her daughter, Julie Canan, Rachelle’s long time friend and
one reason the family began attending Grace Church. Carl
and Rachelle will be married here at Grace on January
31st. Congratulations and God’s blessings to this young
family…
Eric Splinter got his license this summer and his
first accident occurred after the first few snow falls– not
his fault of course. In early January the snow drifted road
took the car into a ditch, and now the Splinters are
looking at car repairs. Mom and Dad (and all of us) were
just so thankful Eric wasn’t hurt. He was meeting a family
friend who needed a ride to pick up a rental car, and when
all was finished Splinters needed a rental car, too. Eric
has been busy as a member of the cast of Cheaper by the
Dozen with Garrettsville Curtains Up Theatre. Carolyn

Englert & Marsha Snyder went to see the
performance and Eric did a great job. He’s also cast for
the next school play, The King and I, and his brother
Kevin is tr ying out for the high school baseball team.
Those boys certainly keep their parents busy…
Gordon Thompson (a Kent State gr aduate who was
a faithful Grace Church choir member during his time at
KSU) is now working in Saginaw, Michigan as a
broadcast news producer trainee. For those of you who
would like to send a card or letter his new address is:
Gordon Thompson 102 N. Washington Ave., Apt E401,
Saginaw MI 48607. Judy Canan has kept in touch with
Gordon’s parents and shared the good news with us…
A funeral reception was held here at Grace on January
24th for Duane Marsh, father of Jeff Marsh. Jeff & Lisa
and their girls, Sarah Beth and Rachel, met with
family and friends after the burial in Kent. Thanks to
everyone who helped set up and serve and those who
brought food including: Mike & Shirley Johnson, Jim &
Nancy Ervin, Barb Popiel, John & Mary Jean
McDonald, Marsha Snyder, and Reba Cook…
The next day our Annual Meeting was held on January
25th and as usual the weather did not cooperate with us -it was a cold snowy day. But we had a great turn out and
Rev. Carol r an a good meeting. We thanked the
outgoing vestry members: Reba Cook (who served an
extended term), John McDonald, and Midge Myers for
their service to vestry, and Jeff Croll for his service to the
Beatty Committee. And our newly elected vestry
members are: Bette Brooks, Kay Canan, and Carolyn
Englert and Marsha Snyder is the new member of the
Beatty Committee. Discussion about the deficit took
place, and the budget was approved. And in true Grace
Church fashion there was more food than we could eat.
Thanks to Bill Snyder for taking some of the extra food to
Tony and Toni Worthen. Tony called to thank us
saying that it arrived just in time. She was released from
the hospital and had arrived home about 15 minutes
before Bill got to their house and their daughter, Megan
was heading back to school. Many thanks to Nancy Ervin,
Hospitality Committee chairperson, to everyone who
brought food for the Annual Meeting lunch, and to those
who set up and cleaned up afterwards.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Please join us in saying ‘THANK YOU” to
people serving god at Grace Church and in our
community in a variety of ways:


Bill Snyder for taking the non-perishable
food to the Center of Hope



Everyone who came to the Annual Meeting
and brought a covered dish to pass.



Nancy & Jim Ervin for all their work
preparing for the Marsh funeral reception
and annual meeting luncheon.



Sue Ahrens and Rev. Carol for taking food
to the youth event at Christ Church, Kent.



Bette Brooks, Kay Canan, and Carolyn
Englert for service as new Vestry members
and to Marsha Snyder for serving on
Beatty.



Nancy & Fred Lundgren and Sally Dier for
all their hard work in Gracie’s Back Door.



Chris & Nikki Stickle for their work with
Loaves and Fishes.



Nancy Lundgren for all her work as
sacristan.

Birthdays
2nd
3rd
9th
14th
16th
21st
29th

Dale Espey
David Golec
Janice Lallathin
Susan Merrill
Nancy Lundgren
Irene Machisko
Fred Lundgren



Jim Ervin for keeping the snow cleared on
the sidewalks and parking lot.



John McDonald for being here whenever
there is a problem.



Tim Splinter for his willingness to be called
about computer problems and for his layout
design and work each month on the Grace
Vine.



Fred Lundgren and Dani Dier for their
willingness to help out at Gracie’s Back
Door.



Midge Myers for taking the minutes for the
Annual Meeting



Barb Popiel for her leadership with the
150th anniversary committee.



Goldie Shriver for her constancy in our
nursery.



Bill Snyder & Kathy Summy for being part
of nearly 17 years of ministry in providing
worship services to the people of Emeritus.

Please call the office or email us a note if you
know of any volunteers we need to thank for
work, donations, or other good deeds.

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
11th Nancy Ervin
14th Emily Summy
29th Kirsten Seman

The Bulletin Board
Ash Wednesday Liturgy &
Holy Eucharist
Ash Wednesday services will be held at noon and
7pm on Feb. 18th. Please plan to attend as part of
beginning and keeping a faithful Lent.

YOUTH MISSION TRIP
July 12-18, 2015
Buffalo & Niagara Fall, New York
Sponsored by: St. Paul’s, Medina
Every summer a group of churches in our region go on a mission trip
together. The team is led by Mary Anthony, the Christian Education Director at
St. Paul’s in Medina and includes Trinity Cathedral, Christ Church, Kent and
other churches. This year they will be going to Buffalo and Niagara Falls, New
York. They will help run a summer reading camp for inner city elementary
school kids that is being sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Western New
York.
51% of children in Buffalo live in poverty. These kids need help to get their
reading skills up to grade level to succeed in school. We’ll be helping kids with
their reading; leading games, crafts, and recreation; and chaperoning them on
field trips to many interesting and educational sites around Buffalo and Niagara
Falls. In the evening they will have their own field trips to recreational sites in
the area, and engage in spiritual reflection and discussion.
Adults and youth (middle school and high school) are all invited to
participate. The application and deposit are due in early February. Assistance is
available. Please let Chrissie Stickle or Rev. Carol know if you’d like to attend.

150th Celebration Update
The 150th Event is just around the corner. Saturday April 25th
from 10:00 - 4:00. If you haven't signed up to help make this
event a successful one please consider it. We want to make a
good impression in our community. Some people have never
heard of Grace Church or even know where we are located.
We can use extra help with: Tours of the church, selling 50/50
and raffle basket tickets, relieving those to take a break from
their posts, keeping lunch tables clean, setup on Friday the 24th
and teardown after 4:00 on Saturday, etc. The more help we
have the smoother this day will be. So please pray about this
and what you would be able to assist with. Any questions- feel
free to ask.
Thanks
Barb

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Judas Iscariot
Talk about a disciple who needs no introduction! Often referred to as the disciple who
betrayed Jesus, Judas left a legacy of scorn, accusation, and hatred over the past two
millennia. To be labeled a Judas is to be named a traitor, often one who has betrayed while
in a position of trust. But what do we actually know about this man?
Judas was the son of Simon Iscariot and was the first apostle to die—and the only one by
suicide, according to traditional belief. Only he and Saint John did not die a martyr’s death.
And he is the only apostle not to achieve sainthood. He is mentioned in all four Gospels and
in the early chapters of the Acts of the Apostles.
An interesting question that has intrigued scholars (and the rest of us!) was why did Judas
betray Christ? There are several possible explanations. Although he was offered money as
a reward (Mark), it is not clear that money was his motivation. In Matthew’s account, Judas
asks what they will pay him; in Luke’s and John’s accounts, Satan is blamed for entering
Judas. John goes further and has Judas complain that money was spent unwisely but John
adds that Judas stole from the disciples’ purse for which he was the keeper. A second
suggestion is political: Judas expected Jesus to overthrow Roman rule and re-establish a
secular state. This view seems to say that Judas was a disillusioned disciple who loved his
country and thought Jesus had failed it (“My kingdom is not of this world.”). A third
possibility is that, because Jesus was causing such unrest during the Passover when many
were in Jerusalem, it would be best to restrain him somehow until the feast was over and
everyone had gone home—and how better than in a Roman jail?
In 2006, National Geographic published the story of a European antiquities dealer who
asked for help in preserving a codex (a book) dating from the second century AD, based on
an earlier Greek text. Although in fragile condition and seriously deteriorated, scholars
were able to determine the title: The Gospel of Judas! Consisting of a series of
conversations between Judas Iscariot and Jesus, Judas’ actions are explained as having been
done in obedience to instructions given by Christ. This text asserts that the true teachings of
Christ were not known to the other disciples but were given only to Judas. And Judas, fully
aware that he would forever be known and despised as a traitor, agreed to follow Christ’s
request and betray Him.
Clearly, Judas is not the one-dimensional man we often think him to be. None of us are.
And none of us will have our actions scrutinized over the centuries. Is Judas beyond
redemption? Jesus forgave denial (Peter) and desertion (all the disciples). Good question.
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250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)
Barb Popiel (2016)
Michele Novak (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)
Bette Brooks (2017)
Kay Canan (2017)
Carolyn Englert (2017)

