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Rector’s Writ
Long before it was Groundhog Day, February second was known as a crossquarter day. A cross-quarter day is described by Dr. Frank Hegedus as “the midpoint between a solstice and an equinox.” In simpler terms, it means we’re halfway through winter, and—given all the zero and below weather we’ve had— we
find some comfort in reaching that mark. Spring seems distant, tax dead-lines
loom closer, and new catalogs don’t even help, but winter’s nearly half over.
For those of us who live amidst four seasons, a cross-quarter day means that
light and warmth are gradually returning. In ancient times, Celtic rituals
included huge bon fires to welcome back the sun, as people began to think about
spring.
Our Church calendar marks the Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ on
February 2nd, observed since it falls on a Sunday this year. The Presentation
“reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2, 22:29) that every firstborn son had to
be dedicated to God in memory of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt, when the
firstborn sons of the Egyptians died and those of Israel were spared.” (Lesser
Feasts & Fasts, p. 150)
The Song of Simeon originates from the portion of Luke’s gospel that we’ll
read on Feb. 2nd. That song of hope and promise fulfilled is found in the Prayer
Book services of Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Compline. Simeon
responds to seeing the baby Jesus with prayer and praise to God. Anna, a prophet
who spent most of her time worshiping and praying to God in the temple also
responded with prayer and praise to God after seeing Jesus at his Presentation.
The Presentation of Our Lord is also known as Candlemas and is celebrated
in some places by blessing and lighting candles; reminders of Christ as the Light
of the world and the one who brings God’s love to guide and inspire us. Christ is a
timeless source of guidance and inspiration. May the year ahead find us faithful
to love, trust, and follow Christ in all seasons and all times.
Carol +
“Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; For
these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world
to see: A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.”
(Luke 2:29-32, The Song of Simeon)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, February 2

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Chris Stickle & Wilda & Lane Autry
Acolyte Jeff Marsh
Altar Guild Debbie Shorts & Shirley Johnson
Counters Midge Myers & John McDonald

Sunday, February 9

1st Reading Malachi 3:1-4
Nancy Lundgren

Psalm 84
2nd Reading Hebrews 2:14-18
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 2:22-40

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Greeters Steve & Susan Merrill
Acolyte Jeff Marsh
Altar Guild Debbie Shorts & Shirley Johnson
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Midge Myers & John McDonald

Sunday, February 16

The Presentation of our
Lord Jesus Christ

1st Reading Isaiah 58:1-12
Martha Croll

Psalm 112:1-10
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 5:13-20

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Roberta O’Keefe
Greeters John & Mary Jean McDonald
Acolyte Kevin Splinter
Altar Guild Debbie Shorts & Shirley Johnson
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Midge Myer s
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Counters Midge Myers & John McDonald
Emeritus Bill Snyder

Mardi Gras
March 1, 2014 5:00 – 7:00 PM
$20.00 per family / $5.00 single
Come and enjoy the fun and
bring family and friends.

5 Epiphany

6 Epiphany

1st Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-30
Cathy Mansor
Psalm 119:1-8
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Maynard Evans

Gospel Matthew 5:21-37

Youth Group News
The Youth Group will continue to serve a soup,
sandwich and salad luncheon after the 10:00 service
on the first Sunday of the month. $5.00 per person.

Sunday, February 23

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Lay Reader 10:00 Steve Merrill
Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin
Acolyte Eric Splinter
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Altar Guild Debbie Shorts & Shirley Johnson
Counters Midge Myers & John McDonald

Sunday, March 2

1st Reading Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Kathy Summy
Psalm 119:33-40
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Tim Splinter
Gospel Matthew 5:38-48

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte David Miller
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Chris Stickle & Wilda & Lane Autry
Altar Guild Joan Seman & TBA
Counters Midge Myers & John McDonald

7 Epiphany

Last Epiphany

1st Reading Exodus 24:12-18
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 2
2nd Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

Confirmation Classes
Bishop David Bowman will be visiting us on Sunday, April 6 th for the bishop’s visitation to Grace
Church and for Confirmation. Any adult or youth members, (generally fourteen and over) interested in being
confirmed are invited to join us for classes which begin Feb. 16 th through March 30th, from 12pm—1:30.
Confirmation is for youth who were baptized as infants or children and now choose to make a mature
profession of their faith. It’s also for those who have been confirmed or otherwise made a public affirmation
of faith in another denomination so they may be “received” into the Episcopal Church. Also, anyone who
feels led by the Spirit may join us for “reaffirmation” of their baptismal covenant. Please call or talk to the
rector if you’re interested. Thanks!

Prayer Chain
There are hundreds of references in Scripture to prayer, it is one thing that we are all called to do. In Luke
18:1, Jesus told us to pray and never give up. Prayers can be offered for others and for ourselves in a number
of ways, and one of them is our Grace Church Prayer Chain. You may ask for prayers for a family member,
a friend, or even someone whose story prompted you to ask for prayers. You can make the request by contacting either the church office, or Carolyn Englert at 330-527-4888 and pindolllady@gmail.com. The request is then passed on to the 14 members of the Prayer Chain. All requests are confidential, and you can
even keep private the name of the person for whom the prayers are requested. The Prayer Chain, on average,
gets 8 to 10 requests per month. Currently, all Prayer Chain members are contacted by email, but phone contacts can also be made. If you are interested in joining the Prayer Chain, please contact Carolyn Englert.

Did You Know?...
We’ve ended the year 2013with a bang – Kevin
Splinter broke his big toe playing soccer in the
parish hall with Zack Scibelli during the Youth
Group Christmas party. He kicked the floor and that
is never good for a big toe. He’ll be out of the boot
before the publication of this newsletter and I’m sure
he’ll can’t wait to get back to his sports.. Look out
Marcia & Tim!...
Once again the Youth Group out did themselves
and had a wonderful lunch for all the folks after the
10:00 service on January 5th. Stacy Scibelli, Lane &
Wilda Autry, and Chris & Nikki Stickle served us
salad, tomato soup and toasted cheese sandwiches,
chili, and broccoli soup. It was delicious and on that
very cold Sunday, it was nice to get something warm
to eat, and let’s not forget the warm fellowship.
Thanks to all those who helped…
Martha Croll and Tim Lewicki have been
working hard getting the choir going. We’ve got one
more member this year. Emily Summy has joined us
again and we are happy to have her back. Mary Ann
wasn’t easy to replace, but Martha & Tim are
making a real effort to get things right…this new
year promises to be a new era…
Mike & Shirley Johnson went on the annual
trip to California to visit with their daughter, Susan
and her family, and to see the Rose Bowl parade.
This year the trip took three days longer than usual.
Not weather related, but problems with the plane.
They waited in line for four hours to get a connecting
flight but with all the problems in the Eastern part of
the U.S., they didn’t get one that suited them until
Monday and they were suppose to leave California
on Friday. They did contact their daughter and son-in
-law Larry, who picked them up and they just spent
more days than expected with the family…
Johnnie and Irene spent some time in Florida
over the holiday, but they came back just in time for
some very cold weather…
The Record Courier had pictures in the newspaper
of people enjoying their New Year’s Eve party.
Aundréa Seman was pictured at Reed Memor ial
Library in her party finery and even her grandma

didn’t recognize her – but she sure looked cute…
Tim Splinter has been working hard on the
stage play Noises Off, with Garrettsville’s Curtains
Up Theater group. They have been practicing at the
high school but due to the cold weather the schools
have been closed so practices had to be cancelled,
which has put a lot of pressure of the cast to get it
“right”. But the play was great fun and Judy Canan,
Carolyn Englert, Sue Ahrens and Marsha Snyder
enjoyed it very much, as well as Tim’s parents John
& Barbara…
Mary Jean McDonald attended her daughter’s
50th birthday party in California. Son-in-law Fred
planned a surprise party for Mary Jean’s daughter
Amy and one of the surprises will be Mary J ean
being there to celebrate it with all her friends and
family that will be able to attend. Fred’s put them up
in a very nice hotel and just being out of this weather
will be a treat for anyone coming from Ohio…
Thanks to everyone who got their annual reports
in to the office. The Church secretary really
appreciated all the cooperation…
Jim Ervin bought two lottery tickets and asked
his wife Nancy which one she wanted. Well Nancy’s
tickets was worth $100.00 and Jim’s – nothing.
Lucky Nancy!!...
Nancy Lundgren & Sally Dier have been
working overtime at Gracie’s. Just getting the
Christmas items put away is a major job and getting
out everything for spring makes it even harder. But,
they got everything finished and it looks great – take
a look. There might be something you can’t live
without!! …
Our Annual Meeting went well. There were a lot
of people there considering the very cold weather.
Our new vestry members are Carol Marotta, Barbara
Popiel, and Mechele Novak and the Beatty
chairperson is Roberta O’Keefe, Thanks ladies for
serving at Grace Church.

Thank You! Thank You!


To everyone who got their annual reports to
the office in time.



To Chris & Nikki Stickle, Wilda & Lane Autry,
and Stacy Scibelli for supplying the luncheon
for the congregation on January 5th.



To Sally Dier who baked cookies for the bake
sale but her name was mistakenly left off the
original list – sorry Sally. But the cookies were
delicious.



-To everyone who helped green the church for
Christmas and those that helped “ungreen” the
church.



To Dennis & Sally Dier, Nancy Lundgren, and
Marsha Snyder for cleaning the wax off the
pew candles. Sacristan, Nancy Lundgren,
really appreciated the help.



To Nancy Ervin and the Hospitality Committee
for serving a luncheon for the Englert family

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...
Birthdays
2nd
3rd
9th
10th
14th
16th
21st
29th

Dale Espey
David Golec
Janice Lallathin
Gary Bell
Susan Merrill
Nancy Lundgren
Irene Machisko
Fred Lundgren

Baptisms
11th Nancy Ervin
Gary Bell
14th Emily Summy
29th Kristen Seman

and those atteding Terrence’s memorial
service and then the very next day they served
a chili and hot dog lunch for the Greening of
the Church. Thank you, thank you.


To Nancy Ervin and the Hospitality
Committee for serving lunch at the Annual
Meeting.



To all those who brought in food for the
annual meeting.



To Carol Marotta, Barb Popiel, and Mechele
Novak who accepted the position on Vestry
and to Roberta O’Keefe for returning as
Beatty Committee chairperson – thanks for
serving Grace Church.
Please call the office or email us a note if you
know of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Andrew, the first disciple
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was initially a follower of John the Baptist. However, when he
met Jesus, he abandoned John and brought his brother to Christ. He then stepped aside as his
boisterous, strong-willed brother became a leader among the apostles. What else to we know
for sure about Andrew?

The Gospels record three events involving Andrew. He and three other disciples asked Jesus
about His prophecy that the Temple would be torn down. Andrew brought the boy with two
fish and five loaves of barley to Jesus, who multiplied them to feed the 5000. And Philip and
Andrew together brought some Greeks to Jesus who wanted to meet Him. He was clearly a
man who brought others to Christ. And he, along with the other disciples, deserted Jesus during
His trial and crucifixion.
Andrew is said to have been martyred by crucifixion at the city of Patras in Achaea, on the
northern coast of the Peloponnese. A tradition developed that Andrew had been crucified on an
X-shaped cross at his own request—he considered himself unworthy to be crucified in the same
manner as his Lord.
Sacred tradition:
Early historical accounts (which are difficult, if not impossible, to verify) note that Andrew
preached in Scythia and along the Black Sea and the Dnieper River as far as Kiev and then to
Novgorod. This is why he is considered the patron saint of Ukraine, Romania, and Russia. He
is also credited with founding the See of Byzantium (Constantinople) in AD 38 and is its patron
saint as well. The Russian state of Georgia regards him as the first preacher of Christianity in
the territory and as the founder of the Georgian church.
Cypriot legend holds that a ship transporting Andrew went off course and ran aground. Upon
coming ashore, Andrew struck the rocks with his staff and a spring of healing water flowed.
This location became a site of pilgrimages and a fortified monastery was built there. Richard
the Lionhearted captured it during the 12th century Crusades.
And finally, Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland! His relics were brought by divide guidance
from Constantinople to the place where the modern city of St. Andrews stands. And according
to legend, in 832 an army of Picts and Scots were battling against the Angles. Heavily
outnumbered and deep in prayer on the eve of the battle, the Scottish leader vowed that if
granted victory, he would appoint St. Andrew as the Patron Saint of Scotland. In the morning
white clouds formed the shape of Andrew’s X-shaped cross against the deep blue of the sky.
Taking this as a sign of divine intervention, the small bands of Scots and Picts fought against
the larger foe and won. True to his vow, the Scottish leader named Andrew the patron saint of
Scotland and his cross against a blue field is incorporated into the Scottish flag to this day.

7 Epiphany
•8am Eucharist
9:00 Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Eucharist
•11am Coffee

23

6 Epiphany
•8am Eucharist
9:00 Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Eucharist
•11am Coffee

16

24

17

10

9

5 Epiphany
•8am Eucharist
9:00 Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Eucharist
•11am Coffee

3

2 Presentation
of Christ
•8am Eucharist
9:00 Coffee
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am Eucharist
•11am Coffee

Sun

Mon

February

•7pm Vestry
Meeting

•1-3pm Sit &
Stitch

6pm G.E.M.
Meeting

25
•1-3pm Sit &
Stitch

18

11

4

Tues

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir Practice

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir Practice

26
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir Practice

19

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•5:30pm Healing
Service w/ HE
•7:30-9:00
Choir Practice

12

5

Wed

27

20

13

6

•8am Men’s
Breakfast

Thurs

The Grace Vine

28

21

14

7

Fri

29

22

15

8

1

•9am ECW
Meeting

Sat

2014

Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Mary Ann Switz—Organist/Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Reba Cook (2014)
John McDonald (2014)
Midge Myers (2014)
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)
Barb Popiel (2016)
Michele Novak (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)

