
December 2020 

Rector’s Writ 
 

It seems with so many consequences from the Covid-19 virus, the only certain thing 

we can plan on is uncertainty.  The old Yiddish saying, “the people plan and God 

laughs,” goes right alongside the change of plans and adjustments we find ourselves 

making in light of the pandemic.  I had already e-mailed Tim Splinter a Christmas 

Service Survey (for the Grace Vine) that Senior Warden, Midge Myers and I thought 
might be a helpful way to schedule service times for Christmas AND determine how we 

might maintain social distance requirements.  Since then, the Portage County Health 

Commission has joined at least three other counties in issuing a stay at home advisory.  

Bishop Mark Hollingsworth recently e-mailed a letter encouraging parish clergy and 

vestries to review pandemic conditions in our communities; consider the health and age 

of parishioners; and consider our building space and layout as we assess present trends 

and concerns. For now the Bishop is allowing parishes to make their own decision whether 

to continue in-person-worship or return only to online worship as a response to the recent 

spike in Covid cases.  The point is to do what helps keep our parish family safe, given the 

ever present risks.  We will inform members of our decision as soon as possible or if the 

diocese suspends in person worship prior to our decision.  

So, this puts Christmas services up in the air.  Our church musicians and choir 

members were asked to explore the possibility of having one or two recorded pieces for 

Christmas, and they had the idea of singers from the same households. That was 

planned given ‘in person’ worship and may need to be adjusted, as it’s now likely that 

Christmas services will be online only.  Trinity Cathedral and the Bishop’s staff are 

planning to offer two diocesan services online: one the evening of December 24 and one 

on Christmas morning.  We hope to (dare I say ‘plan’ to??) explore online services we 

might offer from Grace as well, but that’s in process.  

It’s important to give Covid concerns their place, but it’s also spiritually important to 

keep a   faithful Advent and celebrate Christmas with joy and safety. It doesn’t feel 

traditional, much less normal, but it’s part of our responsibility to care for and about one 

another.  It’s part of our efforts to keep members safe and healthy.  And we appreciate the 

cooperation, patience, and prayers of all who are impacted by these ongoing adjustments 

and changes due to the Corona virus. 

     The celebration of the birth of Christ our Savior WILL GO ON with joy, awe, and 

reverence.  The virus may change traditional ways of worship, but it cannot change the 

gifts and blessings God gives us through Jesus.  Whether we worship the Lord at home or 

at church; whether we sing carols in our cars or in the kitchen; we still celebrate the gifts 

God and Christ put in our hearts at Christmas: peace, joy, love.  May they be ever our 

gifts and may we be ever grateful. 

Carol+ 

The Grace Vine 



Service and Lay Ministry Schedule 
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that 
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church. 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon 8:00 The Rev. William Snyder 
 Wrshp Ldr 10:00 Carolyn Englert 
 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 
 Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren, Shirley Johnson,  
  Marsha Snyder 
 Counters Carol Marotta & Cathy Potisuk 
Volunteer Cleaners 
 8:00 Kingsland Pretorius & Doug Holzschuh 
 10:00 Marsha Snyder 

 1st Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 
  Nancy Lundgren 
 
 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 
 2nd Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
  Fred Lundgren 
 
 Gospel Mark 1:1-8 

Sunday, December 6                     8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                    Advent 2 

    Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Greeters John & Mary Jean McDonald 
 Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren, Shirley Johnson,  
  Marsha Snyder 
 Counters Carol Marotta & Cathy Potisuk 
Volunteer Cleaners 
 8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson & Kathy Summy 
 10:00 Nancy Ervin 

   1st Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  
  Jeff Croll 
 
 Psalm 126 
                           
 2nd Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
  Karen Krofta 
                         
 Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Sunday,  December 13                8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                     Advent 3 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon 8:00 The Rev. William Snyder 
 Wrshp Ldr 10:00 Nancy Lundgren 
 Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin 
 Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren, Shirley Johnson,  
  Marsha Snyder 
 Counters Carol Marotta & Cathy Potisuk 
Volunteer Cleaners 
 8:00 Kingsland Pretorius & Doug Holzschuh 
 10:00 TBA 

 1st Reading  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  
  Martha Croll  
 
           Psalm   Canticle 15 
 
 2nd Reading Romans 16: 25-27 
  Carolyn Englert 
  
 Gospel Luke 1:26-38 

Sunday,  December 20                 8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                                   Advent 4 

Bible Study 
 

 
Missing Bible Study?  Come join us every Sunday at 4:00 p.m. 

for a study on the lectionary readings for that day.  Just let Carolyn 
Englert know and she can sign you up.  We meet using Zoom, a very 
easy app to learn to use, on your computer or tablet.  Her phone is 
330.527.4888 and she will walk you through it.   



 Officiant The Rev. William Snyder 
 Greeters Marsha Snyder  
 Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren, Shirley Johnson,  
  Marsha Snyder 
 Counters Carol Marotta & Cathy Potisuk 
Volunteer Cleaners 
 TBA  

 1st Reading Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
  Joanne Sarver 
  
 Psalm 147 
 
 2nd Reading Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
  Jack Sarver  
 
 Gospel John 1:1-18 

Sunday,  December 27                 8:00 & 10:00 AM Morning Prayer                             1 Christmas 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon 8:00 The Rev. William Snyder 
 Wrshp Ldr 10:00 Carolyn Englert 
 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 
 Altar Guild TBA 
 Counters TBA 
Volunteer Cleaners 
 8:00 Kingsland Pretorius & Doug Holzschuh 
 10:00 Marsha Snyder 

 1st  Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14 
  Nancy Lundgren    
 
 Psalm 84  
 
 2nd Reading Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 
  Fred Lundgren 
 
 Gospel Luke 2:41-52 

Sunday,  January 3                            8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                         2Christmas 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 
 Greeters TBA 
 Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren, Shirley Johnson,  
  Marsha Snyder 
 Counters Carol Marotta & Cathy Potisuk 
Volunteer Cleaners 
 8:00 TBA 
 10:00 TBA 

 1st Reading Isaiah 62:6-12 
  Tim Splinter 
  
 Psalm 97 
 
 2nd Reading Titus 3:4-17 
  Jeff Croll  
 
 Gospel Luke 2:1-20 

Thursday,  December 24                 Holy Eucharist—times TBD                    Nativity of our Lord 

Birthdays 
 
7th Roberta O’Keefe 
9th Amir Amiruzzaman 
11th Kay Canan 
16th Shirley Johnson 
27th John Monegan 
29th Rachel Audet 
  

Anniversaries 
 
14th John & Cherry Monegan 
17th Bruce & Sue Ahrens 
22nd Jim & Amy Neely 

Baptisms 
 
3rd Rev. Carol Evans 
13th Mike Johnson 
 Bill Johnson 
22nd Michael Canan 

Congratulations! 
and many happy returns... 



Well, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and the scariest day 
of all, Election Day, are all behind us.  Thanks be to 
God!!  Wouldn’t you have loved to have owned a 
political sign or banner company during this election?  
They must have made a fortune this year.  I’m glad to see 
them gone along with those awful television commercials. 
Now we can get back to the medical insurance, Medicare 
and Medicaid commercials.  I think I watch too much 
television – well I know I do.  Now what about Christmas 
2020?  We’ll miss the annual chili & hot dog lunch that 
goes with ‘greening the church.’  Who knows what 
Christmas will look like since we have to limit our large 
family gatherings and the number of people in the pews.  
But we WILL be with family, church family, and friends 
who make the holiday more enjoyable if only in spirit.  
Let’s face it, Christmas isn’t about decorations, gifts, 
food, and family (well, maybe family).  It’s celebrating 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It’ll be a real test for us 
--- can we do that without all the “stuff?’  We’ll find out, 
and we’ll find ways to celebrate Jesus’ birth with joy and 
peace in spite of the virus.  (Hopefully we’ll have a 
vaccine in a few more months!)  Maybe it will be better to 
quietly reflect on what this holiday really means to us.  
Every year we complain how commercial it’s become 
with all the running around and get-togethers, we just 
don’t have time for all of it.  Maybe this our chance to 
quietly reflect on “the reason for the season.”  Well, 
whatever your plans are, I hope you’re safe and happy on 
the most wonderful of holidays… 

Bette Brooks’ daughter Caroline and her family live 
in Vienna, Austria, and their home is just blocks from the 
shooting incident that took place there with the Islamic 
extremist.  Caroline works for the State Department 
which was in lock down, and so were they.  But the 
family is all doing well. Bette was so excited to hear the 
news that Caroline, Daniel, David, and Molly will be 
moving back to the states by mid-December.  Now that’s 
a great Christmas gift!... 

Jeff Croll has received a job offer, and we’re delighted 
for both Jeff and Martha.  His new position will begin on 
November 9th.  And Martha, on that very same day, was 
to return to her classes at Cleveland Central Catholic High 
School to be with her physics students.  However, on 
November 7th Martha’s mother, Martha Benek passed 
away quite unexpectedly.  She was 94 years old, but it 
doesn’t matter how old our parents are or how old we are.  
It’s always sad when one of your parents passes.  Please 
keep Martha & Jeff and their family in your prayers. … 

Carolyn Englert has been making masks.  She made 
60 for the Woodlands Nursing Home here in Ravenna and 
many more for family and friends, totaling nearly 110 
items.  If you’re interested in having a mask made 

especially for you, please contact Carolyn.  All she’s 
asking for is a free will offering made to the church… 

Nancy & Jim Ervin have raised two wonderful sons 
who are always willing to lend a helping hand.  Their 
sons Michael and Scott cleaned up their yard and got the 
back porch weatherized, and now they have some very 
grateful parents. Good job, guys!... 

Doug Holzschuh and his wife Kingsland Pretorius 
invited the rector and our Diocesan Convention delegates-
-Midge Myers, Carol Marotta, and Barb Popiel--to 
meet at their home and take part in the 2020 Diocesan 
Convention on their big screen television.  Kingsland and 
Doug provided a grand breakfast and lunch for the group 
(donuts, too!).  Their hospitality was much appreciated, as 
was Doug’s technical expertise.  He made sure each 
delegate’s equipment was hooked up so the electronic 
voting was no problem, and it was really nice to see the 
Diocese of Ohio’s first virtual convention on a big screen 
TV!... 

Nancy and Fred Lundgren were really surprised 
when their son Bill came from Texas for an unexpected 
visit.  Nancy thought something was up – and sure 
enough.  Bill and his sister Lisa planned to paint and 
redecorate their kitchen.  Nancy was so surprised and 
loves the results.  Everything looks so bright and cheery.  
She’s just had a little problem finding everything she uses 
in her kitchen.  We understand how it is when things are 
moved around, but I’m sure Nancy has everything where 
she wants it by now… 

Marsha & Bill Snyder enjoyed a quick visit from 
their daughter Jill, who just came for a few hours from 
the Dayton area.  It was really nice seeing her and having 
a nice lunch prepared by Bill.  Mary Jean & John 
McDonald’s daughter Amy came for a week all the way 
from California for a visit with the family. It was great 
having her with them… 

Alex Wroblewski and David Miller have moved 
from Ravenna to an apartment in Akron.  David is now 
out of the nursing home and he’s ready to be home. It was 
a difficult move for Alex, who did much of the work 
herself, but she did have friends who helped move the 
heavy stuff.  She still had a LOT to pack and move, but 
she did it, and she and Dave are happy to be in their new 
home… 

Barb Popiel spent time with her daughter Michelle 
and her family in North Carolina and had a wonderful 
visit.  She especially enjoyed spending time with 
granddaughter Hanna – she’s so cute!... 

Pat Williams reports that she’s doing quite well after 
her knee replacement surgery; but she’s still in rehab.  
Keep up the good work, Pat. We hope you’re, back with 
us soon!  

Did You Know?... 



CHANGE IN CHURCH 
OFFICE HOURS 

   
For those who may not know, 

Grace Church office hours 
have changed.  The office is 
open 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 

p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. 

The Bulletin Board 

A Blessed Advent and 

Christmas season to all 

our members and their 

loved ones. Please keep 

healthy, safe, and happy! 

 

The Grace Episcopal  

Church Staff 

Thank You! Thank You! 
 
Our thanks and appreciation to all those who serve and help out at Grace Church in so many ways, 

including: 
 

• Deacon Bill Snyder, our worship leaders, lectors, greeters, Altar Guild, and all who help with 
Sunday services 

• Doug Holzchuh for providing the livestream Sunday service for our members at home  

• All our members at home who watch the livestreamed or recorded services (please know you’re 
MISSED!) 

• Marsha Snyder for e-mailing Sunday bulletins to our members at home 

• All who made pledges to support Grace church in 2021 and all who give to God’s Church in so 
many ways 

• Those who disinfect the pews after each service 

• Altar Guild for their continued service  

• John McDonald for getting the church heat going, replacing the thermocouple, and changing 
thermostat batteries 

• Tim and Marcia Splinter for once again “fixing” the secretary’s computer problems 

• Jim Ervin for keeping the office door area cleared from knee high leaf piles 

With all that’s going on, please know 
that the diocese has a way to continue 
giving directly to the parishes online if 
you’re not coming in person. 
 
dohio.org/designate-a-gift-to-your-parish 
 
If you have questions, contact  
Marcia Splinter 
marcia@splinterfactions.net 



A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR & VESTRY 

November 17, 2020 

 

Dear Grace Church Family: 

 

This letter is to inform our members that one couple among our church family has been diagnosed with Covid-19.  

They’re both home and recovering, quarantined for 14 days.  Their family brings groceries, supplies, etc. to their door 

and are careful about no contact.  We had the tracing information and called everyone who was part of the most recent 

service the couple attended, October 25th.  We thank the ushers who make sure attendees are listed and get contact 

info from anyone new or visiting services each week.  Having the weekly tracing sheets was a huge help in knowing 

whom to call.        

 

We continue to take care in following recommended practices to keep our members attending worship safe: masks re-

quired, social distancing, disinfecting pews and high touch areas after each service, and having Holy Communion (bread 

only) according to careful guidelines provided by the diocese.  Following the diagnosis of two of our members, this letter 

outlines guidelines for returning to worship services at Grace.  

 

After consulting with the Portage County Health District and the diocese, we ask members diagnosed with Covid-19 or 

exposed to someone with Covid-19 to follow these guidelines: 

 

1)  Inform the Church as soon as you’re diagnosed or learn you’ve been exposed to someone with Covid-19.  It’s im-

portant for members to be informed and aware of potential risks, especially those who have health issues and concerns.  

Once informed, they can then follow up with their doctor(s) for advice and get tested if they feel the need. 

2)  Those diagnosed need to have a negative Covid-19 test OR be symptom free for (10) days before returning to church 

services.   

3)  Those who’ve been exposed to the Covid-19 virus are asked to follow the recommended practice of self-quarantining 

for 14 days.   

4)  As always, please stay home if you don’t feel well.  We want to avoid health risks for members and do all we can to 

keep anyone attending services at Grace safe and healthy. 

 

Thanks for all you to do minimize the risks and help us keep our Grace Church family members healthy.  Please keep 

this couple and all our Grace Church family in your prayers.   

God’s blessings to you and yours. 

 

The Rector and Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 

Hope for the Holidays 
 

The Center of Hope and Kent Social Services are asking for our help.  Due to the pandemic, 
holiday food and toy distribution will be impacted. Last Thanksgiving and Christmas, these 
organizations provided food and toys for 1,225 household, and this year they anticipate an even 
greater need. They aren’t accepting toy donations this year.  However monetary donations 
for the specific purpose of purchasing toys are needed as soon as possible. They have to 
purchase food and toys early this season to enable more families to have a joyful holiday. If you 
are able to donate, please make checks payable to either Center of Hope or Kent Social Services 
and write “Hope for the Holidays” in the memo line.  Mail your check to Family & Community 
Services, 705 Oakwood St. Suite 221, Ravenna, OH 44266.  Please be generous.  Our thanks to 
those of you who plan to contribute or who’ve already made a contribution for those needing 
help…and hope…for the holidays.  



Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends 
By Bette Brooks 

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. 
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will. 

 
 

As we move into the holiday season with its wonderful emphasis on family and friends, on gifts and joy, 
it is good to remember that, quite often, the best gift is the one paid forward.  We are often the recipient of 
these gifts and then we are called to “return the favor” but in the direction of the future. 
 
 

The Shoulders of Giants 
 
Our 50th Reunion was over.  The Class of 1969 at the University of North Carolina-Greensboro (UNCG) 
had gathered for two days in April 2019, 100 strong, to celebrate and to renew friendships.  The planning 
committee had kept class business sessions to a minimum, the obligatory photograph had been taken, and 
meals together had been enjoyed.  We had all participated in a moving Memorial Service for our 
classmates who had entered God’s Nearer Presence and had been given a small wooden chalice crafted by 
one of our class members, a newly retired Presbyterian minister.  As a class, we had been lauded by the 
Chancellor as both exciting and notorious.  We cheered both descriptions.  We announced the creation of 
our Class of ’69 Endowed Scholarship which was already fully funded after only 8 months of fundraising.  
And we had boogied our way into the final event, the typically formal Southern ladies’ luncheon (UNCG 
had been a women’s college until the year prior to our admission), not to some gentle serenade but to the 
strains of “Age of Aquarius,” a choice which scandalized the older classes in attendance.   
 
My friend Jack, one of the few coeds (males) to graduate with us, and I were seated in the room that had 
been reserved for our class, reluctant to leave.  Sipping iced tea, we talked about the weekend, all the 
planning that had gone into the event, the fundraising the two of us had chaired for the scholarship, the 
amazing generosity of our classmates who endowed the scholarship so quickly, and all the folks with 
whom we’d reconnected.  And then Jack mused, “I only wish some of our giants could have been here to 
see who we’ve become.”  I was startled.  All our class officers were there, lots of student leaders had 
attended.  What did he mean?  Seeing my expression, Jack explained.  “We were both history majors, 
Bette.  Wouldn’t it have been great if some of the faculty we studied with had been here?  What I 
wouldn’t give for a conversation with…” and here he rattled off the names of some of our history 
faculty—Luczynski, Bardolph, Pfaff, Beeler, Wright, Melton, Saab, Ferguson.  “We’re standing on their 
shoulders.  Their classes made us think, their comments on our papers made us better writers, their 
recommendation letters got me into law school and admitted to the bar.  Bette, their habits of the mind 
helped to make us who we are, both professionally and personally.  I miss every one of them.”  
 
Jack was right!  As I thought about the people he had listed, I was able to think of specific “gifts” several 
of them had given me.  Dr. Luczynski had challenged me from day 1, Dr. Beeler had shown me the 
importance of differing perspectives when viewing historical events; Dr. Wright had kindled a deep 
interest in the history, art, and architecture of the classical Far East; Dr. Melton had forced me to write 
with clarity and style; Dr. Saab had taught me to take an argument apart, assess the points made, then 
critique each one.  “They are all gone.  Now it’s our turn,” Jack continued.  “It’s time for us to be the 
shoulders that others stand on.  And you know, I think our scholarship will do just that.  We’re the 
shoulders.  I just hope we’re giants, up to the task.”   Jack gathered up his things and ambled out the door; 
I remained, thinking about what he said.  Somehow, I think we are up to this task.  Our scholarship will 
be awarded for the first time next fall semester to a student in the class of 2025.  And because of the 
generosity of all the members of the Class of 1969, it can be awarded in perpetuity.  Standing on the 
shoulders of our giants, we are paying it forward. 



Grace Episcopal Church 

250 W. Cedar St. 

Ravenna OH 44266 

Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna 
 
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector 
The Rev. William Snyder 
Marsha Snyder—Secretary 
Tim Lewicki—Organist 
 Martha Croll—Choirmaster 
 
Phone: 330-296-3443 
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org 
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org 
 

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 
Midge Meyers(2020) 
Fred Lundgren(2020) 
Barb Popiel(2020) 
Phillip Crouse(2021) 
Phillip Rich(2022) 
Amir Amiruzzaman(2022) 
Cathy Potisuk(2022) 


