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December 2016
Rector’s Writ
We begin a new year in our Church calendar with Advent. We hear the
traditional Advent themes about keeping awake, watching, and waiting. At
one level we know this watchful preparation includes some spiritual time
with God. It’s not just a matter of trying to be faithful in our prayer
practices. It’s important to set aside some time to listen to God, listen FOR
God, and spend some time with the Holy One. It’s helpful to do this
especially when there are constant demands on our time; when we’re guided
by to do lists, and must do lists, and want-to-do but probably won’t get
around to it lists. What would the world be like, how might it change, and
how might we change if we spent as much time in Church as we do shopping
or watching football?
We’ll have an Advent Quiet Day on Saturday, December 10th, 9am—
11:30. We generally have a Scripture reading then a brief meditation,
followed by silence. Some people read the Bible, some knit. We’ll have coffee
and snacks in the parish hall. If two and a half hours of quiet is too much,
join us for part of it. We’ll end with the Eucharist at 11:30. For some of us,
it’s a brief respite during busy times. For some, it’s far more.
The Church offers a place where we can catch our breath, and get
recharged. For some we need that quiet time to reflect on the love, grace, and
goodness our God has provided for us in Christ Jesus. It seems we also need
that quiet time so we can truly rejoice and celebrate the birth of our Savior
when Christmas is here. Christmas is a holy night and holy season of
rejoicing. It’s family, fellowship, candles, and carols. We love to hear the
story, we love to sing the songs, we love to gather around God’s table. To our
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—we return love with love. We give God
glory and worship. We gratefully receive and faithfully share the joy and
peace that come only from God. Please plan to join us, and please invite
family, friends, or strangers to attend Grace Church with you, at
Christmas and anytime.
May God’s blessings of love, peace, and joy
be with you and those you love.
Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, December 4

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Preacher
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
St Nicholas (Steve Merrill)
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Kevin Splinter
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Steve & Susan Merrill
Counters Kay Canan & Carol Marotta
Church Sch. Denise Sheridan

Sunday, December 11

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Dally Dier
10:00 Jane Gear-Jozsa
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Phillip Crouse
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 Debbie Shorts & Rick Lashley
10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton
Counters Kay Canan & Carol Marotta
Church Sch. Chris Stickle

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts
Counters
Brookdale
Church Sch.
Nursery

Celebrant
Worship Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Counters

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
2nd Reading Romans 15:4-13
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

3 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 35:1-10
Carolyn Englert
Psalm Canticle 15 (Luke 1:46-55)
2nd Reading James 5:7-10
Kathy Summy
Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Greening of the Church

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Eric Splinter
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 Mike & Shir ley J ohnson
10:00 Hospitality Committee
Kay Canan & Carol Marotta
Bill Snyder
Sue Ahrens
Nikki Stickle

Saturday, December 24

1st Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
Nancy Lundgren

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Sunday, December 18

2 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 7:10-16
Tim Splinter
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
2nd Reading Romans 1:1-7
Jeff Croll

Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

7pm Festive Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
Nancy Lundgren
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
TBD
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Kay Canan & Carol Marotta

4 Advent

Christmas Eve

1st Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 96
2nd Reading Titus 2:11-14
Jane Gear-Jozsa
Gospel Luke 2:1-20

Saturday, December 24
Celebrant
Deacon
Worship Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Counters

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Jim Ervin
TBD
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Kay Canan & Carol Marotta

Sunday, December 25
Celebrant
Worship Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Counters

10pm Music 10:30 Festive Holy Eucharist

1st Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
Tim Splinter
Psalm 96
2nd Reading Titus 2:11-14
Jeff Croll
Gospel Luke 2:1-20

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
TBD
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Kay Canan & Carol Marotta

Sunday, January 1

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Phillip Crouse
TBD
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Susan & Steven Merrrill
Counters TBD
Church Sch. TBD

7th
9th
11th
16th
27th

Roberta O’Keefe
Amir Amiruzzaman
Kay Canan
Shirley Johnson
John Monegan

Christmas Day

1st Reading Isaiah 52:7-10
Jeff Croll
Psalm 98
2nd Reading Hebrews 1:1-4
Kathy Summy
Gospel John 1:1-14

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

Birthdays

Christmas Eve

The Holy Name of Jesus

1st Reading Numbers 6:22-27
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 8
2nd Reading Philippians 2:5-11
Nancy Lundgren

Gospel Luke 2:15-21

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Anniversaries
14th John & Cherry Monegan
17th Bruce & Sue Ahrens
Steve & Susan Merrill
22nd Jim & Amy Neely
27th Rev. Lloyd & Roberta O’Keefe

Baptisms
3rd Rev. Carol Evans
13th Mike Johnson
22nd Michael Canan

Did You Know?...
The Ravenna Area Ministerial Association
sponsored the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
held on Sunday, November 20th at Immaculate
Conception Church. Grace was well represented by
Nancy Ervin, Phillip George, Nancy and Fred
Lundgren, Charles Parsons, Goldie Shriver, and
our rector, Carol Evans, who gave the homily…
Bette Brooks, Kay Canan, Marsha & Deacon
Bill Snyder, and Rev. Carol attended the Diocesan
Convention on Nov. 12th at Bowling Green State
University. It was a long day but an enjoyable one.
This is the 200th anniversary of our diocese. The
Diocese of Ohio was the first to be established
outside the 13 original colonies. We often forget that
Ohio was the frontier 200 years ago. To celebrate our
200th we have decided on several different projects.
The ECW is buying 200 cans of vegetables for the
Center of Hope and plans to give 200 articles of
clothing and/or supplies to the needy students of
Ravenna High School. (A list of items needed is with
the collection box in the parish hall.) The ECW is
also working toward baking 200 dozen Christmas
cookies for their fund raiser. Members of our church
are giving at least 200 non-perishable food items to
the Center of Hope. More ideas will be coming forth
throughout the year…
Bette Brooks was delighted to lear n that her
daughter Caroline Shaver will be joining the
Department of State in January and their family of
four will move to Vienna, Austria, during the
summer. This will be a 2-3 year appointment and
Bette wonders if Vienna is more dazzling in the
spring or during the holidays! And she knows she
will have to improve her FaceTime Skills to keep up
with grandchildren David and Molly!...
Thanks to everyone who participated in the annual
Sock and Underwear drive. These items will be
given to the County Clothing Center before
Christmas…
And thanks to those who participated in the fall in
-gathering of the United Thank Offering…
Marcia & Tim Splinter have been busy (what
else is new) rehearsing for Tapestries of Ohio. It’s a
medieval celebration of Christmastyme held at Christ
Church, Warren each year. They use period musical
instruments, songs from the 15th and 17th centuries,
costumes, drama and an authentic dining experience

to recreate the mood of a Madrigal celebration.
Several members of the church plan to attend.
Marcia also went home to visit her parents after
some health scares, and went back to cook
Thanksgiving dinner for them, AND to see one of
Eric’s fir st college musicals. (a good daughter
AND a good mom!) She and Tim have been busy
exploring colleges with their son, Kevin…
Mary Jean and John McDonald enjoyed their
Thanksgiving spending it with their children and
grandchildren…
Congratulations to Cherry and John Monegan who
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on
November 27th. It was a beautiful occasion with a lot
of friends and family. The Elks never looked so good
after the party planner did his magic. The food was
delicious, and there was dancing and games. What
fun!...
Once again Steve Merrill will bring us a visit and
a sermon (and probably chocolate coins, too!) from
St. Nicholas on December 4th. This year Steve has
the official traditional St. Nicholas outfit, and we
always like to hear his sermon on this saint from
centuries ago…
Lloyd & Roberta O’Keefe enjoyed a nice pr eThanksgiving visit from his sister, Carolyn and her
husband, Russell who drove all the way from Maine,
and from their niece, Kathy, who flew in from New
Mexico. Good friends also kept a tradition going and
brought in a favorite Thanksgiving meal for Lloyd &
Roberta which included Cornish game hens and
chocolate silk pie. Not exactly the traditional turkey
and pumpkin pie, but it sure sounds good!

Bicentennial Missioner’s Memo
The Diocese of Ohio is beginning a yearlong celebration of the 200th anniversary of the founding of our diocese. We were the first diocese organized outside the original thirteen colonies, and our history is rich and varied. I am really excited to be the Missioner for Grace Episcopal Church, (incidentally, one of the first founded
in the new diocese), which means that I am our liaison with the diocese for the events and activities over the
next year.
As a group, Bishop Hollingsworth and the Bicentennial Committee challenged each missioner to consider
what would be our 200’s. The ECW decided to accept the challenge of providing 200 (or more!) personal care
items for the “closet” at Ravenna High School before the end of this school year in May 2017. These items are
for both young women and young men and the requested list is posted on the box for those items in the Parish
Hall. Please just drop items there and be sure to sign your name and the number of items given on the sheet
near that box. And feel free to share cents-off coupons for these items with me—that can save us a good bit of
money!
Do you think we can give 200 items of food to Center of Hope? By Christmas? I do! At the November meeting, the ECW voted to purchase 100 cans of vegetables! Only 100 more to go! Stuffing mix, cake mix, flavored rice packets, canned fruit and vegetables are all welcome!
And finally, our parish was challenged (on very short notice) to write a Bicentennial Prayer that looked forward into the next 100 years. The prayer below was approved by our vestry at the September meeting and I
encourage your to include it in your own devotions.
Grace Episcopal Church Century Prayer
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, we give You thanks on the occasion of the bicentennial celebration of the
Episcopal Church in Ohio. We honor the brave and diligent early members of our families of faith who established congregations in what was wilderness, and we gratefully acknowledge the heritage with which we have
been endowed. As we approach a new century of faith, may we face it with equal courage and steadfastness of
heart. Give us strength to engage the wilderness present in our own age—hatred, bigotry, ignorance, fear, poverty, hunger, injustice, oppression. Lord, strengthen us for this work. Guide our hearts and our hands to do
Your will. Help us to see Christ in all we serve. And may we know the joy of Your presence among us as we
live into our faith. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
Bette Brooks
Grace Church Bicentennial Missioner

Advent Quiet Day
December 10, 2016
9:00am-11:30am
11:30 Holy Eucharist

Advent Study & Discussion
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Nov. 30th – Dec. 21st

The church will be open for prayer,
scripture readings and quiet reflection.
There will be two scripture passages
read followed by a brief meditation.
Join us for the morning or for any part of
it, including the Eucharist which will
start at 11:30am. Coffee and snacks
will be available in the parish hall.

Plan to join us for discussion & Bible exploration of
living faithfully in an age where we have more than
enough anxiety and worry. It’s not so much about
answers, but exploring what’s helpful in being faithful to
God’s ways and Christ’s teachings. We’ll discuss Jesus’
advice (don’t be anxious; don’t be afraid) as well as his
examples. One focus will be on hearing from the group
about what we find helpful when dealing with uncertainty,
worry, etc. We’ll end each session with Compline.

The Bulletin Board
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE
The “kick-off” for the annual
Christmas Cookie Sale has begun and
order forms and sign-up sheets are
available at this time in the parish
hall. We need all the bakers we can
get! Thanks for your help!

GREENING OF
THE CHURCH
December 18th after the
10:00 a.m. service.
Hot dog and chili lunch
will follow.

CHRISTMAS EVE AND
CHRISTMAS DAY
SERVICES
December 24th
7:00 p.m. Christmas family
service of Holy Eucharist (with
organist)
10:00 p.m. Carols and Anthems
10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Holy
Eucharist and Choir
Sunday, December 25th
10:00 a.m. Only – Christmas
Day Eucharist (spoken)

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

As we move into the holiday season with its wonderful emphasis on family and friends, on gifts and joy,
may we also give thanks for the sacrifices that families and friends make for the betterment of their loved
ones, for the gifts from the heart that are often painful, and for the deep satisfaction that comes from
knowing, however difficult, however painful, the right decision was made. The true story below is a
reminder.
Unable to Keep

Betty Shields Harper shifted as she sat in the wooden chair beside the paper-covered desk. Many folders
were stacked to the left side and papers were in neat piles across the front edge. The woman behind the
desk busily made notes as Betty talked. She had such kind eyes, eyes that drew out Betty’s sad story.
And Betty had to help her understand how painful this visit was, how much the story hurt.
Two years earlier, Betty’s daughter Carrie, had died, leaving 4 of her young children in Betty’s care, 2
boys, 9 and 11 years old, and 8-year old twin girls. Betty had tried to keep the little family together;
however, the economy of Eastern North Carolina was bad, and Betty knew that it would continue to
worsen as 1928 came to a close. She was at the end of her financial rope. Betty had contacted the
children’s aunts and uncles and adult cousins: would any of them be willing to take in the children to
raise? The boys were quickly placed. Everyone wanted extra help on the farms and the two families that
took the boys promised to ensure they would finish high school, a promise that was not kept for one boy.
But no one would take the twin girls, perhaps because Betty insisted they be raised together.
So here she sat, pouring out the story to the intake person for the Methodist Orphanage. Betty hoped that
the woman understood—the girls were loved, dearly loved, but she was up in years and knew she could
not raise them. She did not want the twins to be torn from a loving home for a second time and that time
for it to occur with no one to truly have their best interests at heart. She had carefully studied the
information from the two orphanages in North Carolina that did not permit adoptions; she wanted the
girls to keep their names and she wanted to stay in touch with them. She had finally decided the
Methodist Orphanage in Raleigh was the better choice, primarily because the children did not wear
uniforms, family contact was encouraged, and the children helped on the Orphanage farm. If they would
only accept the girls, oh please, Lord, let them accept Polly and Doris! I can’t contribute much to their
upkeep here but their tiny inheritance could surely help. Please, Lord!
The woman looked up from the papers on which she was writing and smiled gently at Betty. “I
understand perfectly, Mrs. Harper. It’s not that you want to get rid of the girls.” And the words were
written at the bottom of the sheet to explain the reason for surrender of custody: unable to keep.

I knew the story of my mother’s acceptance at the Methodist Orphanage, later renamed The Methodist
Home for Children, of her love for the place and for the other boys and girls there and for the friendships
she developed with the matrons and with the superintendent who was called “Daddy Barnes” by the
children. About three years ago I contacted the Home when I learned that the buildings and land were to
be sold, asking if I could have a copy of my mother’s records. Imagine my surprise when a large
envelope arrived by mail with not only Mother’s original papers but her sister’s as well. Apparently, I am
the only living relative of the two women, and the administrators were happy to send the materials to me.
And that’s when I saw the phrase, “unable to keep.” Not unloved or unwanted; unable to keep. What it
must have cost Betty Harper to surrender those girls!
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
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Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Barb Popiel (2016)
Fred Lundgren (2016)
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Kay Canan(2017)
Bette Brooks(2017)
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