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Rector’s Writ
The Advent season opens a new year in our church calendar. There is
some focus on penitence, but there’s also a call to preparation. It’s kind of
ironic that we’re aware of all we need to do to get ready for Christmas:
shopping lists; gifts to buy; meals and family gatherings to organize;
getting a tree, home decorations, and lights ready. We get so involved in all
the season’s preparations, we find it’s easy to forget that we’re to make our
hearts ready as well. We hear that familiar Advent theme of “prepare the
way,” but so often we’re not sure just how to do that. How do we prepare for
Advent, the arrival of the Lord? How do we make straight and even those
parts of our lives that have more than their share of rough terrain, obstacles,
and detours?
Part of that spiritual and inward preparation for Christ’s believers and
followers is making time to worship God, pray, and read Holy Scripture.
The Bible gives us examples of Jesus’ ministry, teachings, and his
commitment to sharing the Father’s love. From the manger to the cross, the
message Jesus preached and lived was one of love, faith, and fellowship.
Another part of our Advent preparation might include thinking and
praying about whom we could invite and bring with us to church on
Christmas Eve. Be prepared to hear protests from family and friends you
ask. We can tell them from experience, Church is a wonderful place to be on
that holy night. We hear the story, sing the carols, and rejoice in God’s
goodness. The shepherds didn’t go to the manger individually, but together:
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” (Luke 2:15b)
May our Lord’s blessings of love, peace, and joy be with you and those
you love through Advent, Christmas, and always.
Carol +
“Our Father, in whose grace all our light is born, and in whose love is the font of
our festivity: mercifully lead us into the holy mysteries of the Christmastide. Grant
us to know true and searching, inward preparation for the coming of
the King. In the open-heartedness of our needy lives, bring us into
the eternal things of this blessed season; in Jesus’ name.
Amen.” (Herman Paul Guhse)

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, December 1

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolyte Jeff Marsh
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Chris Stickle and Wilda & Lane Autry
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Cathy Mansor & Frank Seman
Emeritus Kathy Summy

Sunday, December 8

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
John & Mary Jean McDonald
Kevin Splinter / David Miller
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
8:00 TBA
10:00 Lisa, Taylor & Paige Paxton
Counters Cathy Mansor & Frank Seman

Sunday, December 15

Psalm 122
2nd Reading Romans 13:11-14
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 24:36-44

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
2nd Reading Romans 15:4-13
Jeff Croll
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

3 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 35:1-10
Cathy Mansor
Psalm 146:4-9
2nd Reading James 5:7-10
Maynard Evans
Gospel Mathew 11:2-11

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin
Acolyte David Miller
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Cathy Mansor & Frank Seman
GREENING OF THE CHURCH

2 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
Martha Croll

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Roberta O’Keefe
Greeters David Miller & Alex Wroblewski
Acolyte Eric Splinter
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBA
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Cathy Mansor & Frank Seman

Sunday, December 22

1st Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
Nancy Lundgren

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Lay Reader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1 Advent

1st Reading Isaiah 7:10-16
Kathy Summy
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
2nd Reading Romans 1:1-7
Tim Splinter
Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

4 Advent

Tuesday, December 24

7:00 & 11:00 PM Holy Eucharist
10:30 PM Carols

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon 11:00 The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 7:00 Nancy Lundgren
11:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters 7:00 Nancy& Fred Lundgren
11:00 TBD
Acolyte TBD
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Cathy Mansor & Frank Seman

Sunday, December 29

1st Reading Isaiah 62:6-12
7:00 Cathy Mansor
11:00 Martha Croll
Psalm 97
2nd Reading Titus 3:4-7
7:00 Maynard Evans
11:00 Tim Splinter
Gospel Luke 2:1-20

8:00 AM Morning Prayer
10:00 AM Lessons & Carols

Celebrant The Rev. William Snyder
Greeters Marsha Snyder & TBD
Acolytes Jenna Summy
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Coffee Hosts 8:00 TBD
10:00Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Counters Cathy Mansor & Frank Seman

Sunday, January 5

Nativity of our Lord

1 Christmas

1st Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3
Psalm Psalm 147
Gospel John 1:1-18
Lessons & Carols Readings
and readers TBD

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Acolytes Jeff Marsh
Altar Guild TBD
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Chris Stickle and Wilda & Lane Autry
Counters TBD

Prayer Chain
There are hundreds of references in Scripture to prayer, it is one thing
that we are all called to do. In Luke 18:1, Jesus told us to pray and
never give up. Prayers can be offered for others and for ourselves in a
number of ways, and one of them is our Grace Church Prayer Chain.
You may ask for prayers for a family member, a friend, or even
someone whose story prompted you to ask for prayers. You can make
the request by contacting either the church office, or Carolyn Englert
at 330-527-4888 and pindolllady@gmail.com. The request is then
passed on to the 14 members of the Prayer Chain. All requests are
confidential, and you can even keep private the name of the person for
whom the prayers are requested. The Prayer Chain, on average, gets 8
to 10 requests per month. Currently, all Prayer Chain members are
contacted by email, but phone contacts can also be made. If you are
interested in joining the Prayer Chain, please contact Carolyn Englert.

2 Christmas

st

1 Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14
Fred Lundgren
Psalm Psalm 84
2nd Reading Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Fall-a day
Retreat
Coming this Fall-a day retreat
on Prayer. This will be held on
a Saturday during either
November or early December,
and the topic will be prayer of
all types. It will run from 9 in
the morning, until 2 or so in
the afternoon, bring your own
brown bag lunch. Please see
Carolyn Englert if you are
interested in attending

Did You Know?...
Sue & Bruce Ahrens ar e now a gr eat-grandparents. That’s
right folks great-grandparents. Their granddaughter Kate
delivered a beautiful baby boy on October 24 th. Eleven days
after his birth Mason Frederic Heckey was in attendance at
Grace Church along with his mother, Katie; grandfather, Fred;
his 5 year old, Aunt Madison; and great-grandma Sue. Four
generations, and one loving family in our pews. It doesn’t get
better than that!! …
Once again Chris Stickle represented Grace Church at Loaves
and Fishes. She wants to thank all those who donated to the
cause, but we really need to thank Chris and her daughter Nikki
for doing the leg work and being there to get the job done. …
The Youth Group including: Emily, Jenna & Kathy Summy,
Eric & Kevin Splinter, Nikki, Sammie, and Chris Stickle,
and Dave Miller & Alex Wroblewski, spent a Sunday
afternoon at Guylett’s Pumpkin Farm in Mantua. They enjoyed
hayrides, corn maze, hay barrel climbing, slides, shooting
apples, pumpkin picking and playing in corn. Even the adults
had a great time and they also “played”!! Before they left for
the farm everyone enjoyed a lunch of pizza, chips, and dessert
at the church…
The Poker Boys enjoyed an evening of cards at the church,
and a gift of cash was given to the United Thank Offering.
Thanks, boys…
Judy Canan had successful sur ger y on her left hand.
She’s been plagued with arthritic hands for many years and
decided it was time to get them repaired. After two and a half
hours surgery and several weeks in a cast her hand looks
wonderful. They replaced the knuckles on her left hand and
now all her fingers are going straight. She doesn’t know if
she’ll have her right hand done yet; she’s right handed and sees
many potential issues…
Nancy & Jim Ervin got new a cell phone and it wasn’t
anytime at all when the phone came up missing. Granddaughter
Kelly was looking at it and for some r eason she placed it
under the couch. After some frantic looking it was finally
located. I’m sure Kelly won’t have access to the cell phone
anytime soon…
Carolyn & Ken Englert tr aveled to Pennsylvania to be
with Ken’s 94 year old mother who underwent surgery. We’re
happy to report that mom did very well and is now in a nursing
home as she recovers, and she’s excited about being back in her
home…
John and Mary Jean McDonald tr aveled to Wisconsin to
spend a week with their son Andy and his wife and their
granddaughter. Mary Jean went to get her “baby fix”…
Thanks to Nancy Ervin and Roberta O’Keefe for offering to
serve breakfast to the Episcopal Church Women…
Congratulations to Bud and Joan Seman who were both
winners on election day. Joan retained her position on the
Ravenna Board of Education, and Bud will remain on Ravenna
city council. Good people!! …

Once again the Youth Group is serving lunch to the
congregation after the 10:00 service on the first Sunday of each
month. Thank you to everyone who came to enjoy the delicious
food and the fellowship. But a special thanks to Lane Autry for
his much requested chili. Wilda Autry kept the grilled cheese
sandwiches coming and Jon & Roxanne Burky supplied the
bread and cheese, Kathy Summy made her chicken noodle soup
and Chris Stickle made tomato soup and cupcakes. Nikki
Stickle and Emily Summy ser ved coffee and cupcakes for
those who did not wish to have lunch and even to those who did
have lunch. But let’s not forget Chris Stickle who organized
this event. Next month soup and salad will be served along with
chili, chicken noodle, and potato soup and grilled cheese…
Fred Lundgren, Midge Myers, and Reba Cook
represented Grace Church at the Diocesan Convention. Nancy
Lundgren was our alter nate and of cour se Rev. Carol and
Deacon Bill wer e in attendance…
Amanda Brooks has left the sunny South for a new job!
She is the new Manager of Marketing and Communications for
USA Track and Field. She will handle the social media,
branding strategies, and serve as the day-to-day press officer. In
addition, she is the official athlete spokesperson for all the
Team USA events—The Olympics, World Championships.,
USA Championships, etc. Since she will be based at USATF
headquarters in Indianapolis, Bette hopes to see her a lot more--and also that she has a warm winter coat!...
We have a Master Gardener is our midst. Sally Dier received
her degree from Ohio State University Extension Master
Gardener program. Look for more details in the article further
on in this issue...
After the last E.C.W. meeting, the guest speaker, Anne Marie
from the Center of Hope explained their need for Thanksgiving
turkeys. The E.C.W and members of the congregation bought
$560 worth of turkeys. Sally and Dennis Dier contacted Giant
Eagle and got “a deal” and delivered them to the Center of
Hope. And members of the Youth Group also donated turkeys.
Roxann, Ryan, and Collin Burkey and Chrissy Stickle
purchased and delivered five more turkeys along with hats and
gloves for the Center of Hope. The Youth Group wanted to
“give back” after the congregation was so generous to them...
Eric Splinter was seen on stage last month in Gar field
High School’s fall production. We hear it was an all out riot,
due in no small part to the creative additions to the script by the
cast themselves….
With just a week to rest from that, the Splinters are loading
up to head down to Disney World for Thanksgiving week.
Enjoy!...even the drive down and back...

Thank You! Thank You!


To Chris Stickle, Wilda & Lane Autry, Jon &
Roxanne Burky, and Kathy Summy for
supplying the luncheon for the congregation on
Nov. 3th



Sally & Dennis Dier for purchasing and
delivering turkeys to the Center of Hope



Chrissy Stickle, Roxann, Ryan & Collin
Burkey for representing the Youth Group with
the gifts to the Center of Hope.



Tim Splinter for taking a day to teach Rev.
Carol and Marsha all about our new
computers and then setting up the new
computers.



To the Poker Boys for contributing their
winnings to the United Thank Offering



Nancy Ervin, Roberta O’Keefe, and Pat
Williams for hosting the ECW meeting on
November 9th.



To all those who contributed money for turkeys
for the Center of Hope.



Eric Splinter for doing double duty serving as
acolyte and then singing in the choir.



Chris Stickle for planning the Corn Maze trip
and to the adults who went along to help.





Nancy & Fred Lundgren, Reba Cook, Midge
Myers, Deacon Bill Snyder, and Rector Carol
Evans for representing Grace Church at the
Diocesan Convention.

Kathy Summy for singing in the choir and
heading off to Emeritus to serve Eucharist on
the first Sunday of each month.



Dave Miller for offering to acolyte.

Birthdays
Nydah Ellet
Roberta O’Keefe
Amir Amiruzzaman
Kay Canan
Shirley Johnson
Tim Scibelli
21st Bud Minnich
Beth Dier

Please call the office or email us a note if you
know of any volunteers we need to thank for work,
donations, or other good deeds.

Congratulations!

Baptisms

and many happy returns...

2nd
7th
9th
11th
16th

3rd
13th
22nd
23rd

Anniversaries
17th Bruce & Sue Ahrens
Steve & Susan Merrill
22nd Jim & Amy Neely
27th Rev. Lloyd & Roberta O’Keefe

Rev. Carol Evans
Mike Johnson
Michael Canan
Mechele Novak
Ricky Sanek

The Bulletin Board

E.C.W. Cookie Sale
I know that Christmas seems far off,
but it is never too
early to plan the
annual Christmas
Cookie Sale! I will
have sign-up sheets
out in the Parish
Hall for our volunteer cookie bakers.
There will be a number of cookie types that
we need as well as free-choice slots. I will
need 6 dozen from each baker, and please
feel free to do an extra six! Order sheets will
be out also, and orders are due by December
8th, with packing done on the 14th and distribution on the 15th. The ECW gives the proceeds of this sale to local charities as well as
giving back to Grace Church.

Master Gardener

On November 7th Sally Dier graduated from the Ohio State University Extension
Master Gardener Program. This program’s mission in Portage County is to teach
environmentally sound, research-based horticultural practices and promote
gardening for the citizens of Portage County under the auspices of O.S.U.
Extension. To simplify, Sally attended classes in various parts of Portage, Summit
and Stark Counties from January through May 2013. She then performed 75
volunteer hours packing plants and answering questions at plant sales, farm
markets and on the Portage County Master Gardener’s Hot Line. Classes required
were in botany, soils and fertilizers, entomology and pesticides, plant pathology,
plant propagation, house plants, lawns, herbaceous and woody ornamentals,
vegetables, herbs and fruits. Additionally, they covered such topics as community
gardens, and sustainable gardening including xeriscapting and rain gardens with
an emphasis on native plants. Classes were intense, informative, taught by
specialist in their fields and very “hands-on”. To maintain standing as a Master
Gardener yearly continuing education is required with volunteer hours.
“Master Gardener” is a service organization providing answers to garden
questions at plant sales, farmer’s markets, County fair and on Portage County
Master Gardener’s Hot Line (330.296.6432). We additionally work with the
Coleman Center, various Nursing Homes, and Assisted Living facilities, Holden
Elementary School, Hiram Field Station and the Division of Soil and Water.
So if you feel a need to play in the dirt, get an answer about a bug, plant, or soil,
remember the Portage County Master Gardener’s Hot Line (330.296.6432), it’s
there for your use.

Gracie’s Back Door
We have several pieces of “sick person” equipment available for us for
those with an immediate need and limited funds. The equipment is as
follows:
Wheel chair
Commode
Walker/with wheels and seat
Folding walker
4-footed cane
These items are free of charge for those with an immediate need. Contact
Rev. Carol, Nancy Lundgren or Sally Dier for information.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Lillian Trasher

December 19

Lillian Trasher was born September 2, 1887 in Jacksonville, Florida. Her family moved to Georgia
when she was a young child and she was raised as a Roman Catholic. In 1905, she briefly attended a
Bible college and then served as an assistant at Faith Orphanage in Marion NC. She had found her
calling. She felt strongly that she was called to the mission field, especially in Africa. Her fiancé, an
ordained minister, refused to join her. She broke off the engagement only 10 days prior to their
wedding.
She and her sister Jennie arrived in Assiout (about 230 miles south of Cairo), Egypt, in late 1910 with
less than $100 between them. After just days there, a dying woman gave her baby to Lillian to care
for; other children followed from the streets. She opened what became the Lillian Trasher Orphanage.
She and the children lived on faith and charitable contributions, often having not enough food for the
following day. She contracted bubonic plague, but survived.
By 1918, 50 children were in her care, along with 8 widows. In late 1918, after the conclusion of
World War I, Jennie returned to the United States. Lillian was forced to follow just a few weeks later
because of anti-English riots in the city that included an attack on the orphanage.

In the spring of 1920, Lillian returned to Egypt and by 1924, 300 orphans were in her care. Because
Lillian spread the Christian message to the children, local Muslims were enraged; 70 Muslim children
were removed. However, Lillian continued to receive large numbers of children needing care and she
advocated for all children. She worked without furlough from 1929 until 1954. At the time of her
death on December 17, 2961, 1200 children resided at the orphanage. Today, the Trasher Orphanage
is the responsibility of the Assemblies of God of Egypt, with approximately 85% of its financial
needs met by donations from Presbyterian churches in Egypt, the Soul Salvation Society, and other
Egyptian church bodies. Lillian is buried in a simple Egyptian tomb several miles outside the city of
Assiout.
Prayer: God, whose ever lasting ar ms suppor t the univer se: We thank you for moving the hear t
of Lillian Trasher to heroic hospitality on behalf of orphaned children in great need, and we pray that
we also may find our hearts awakened and our compassion stirred to care for your little ones, through
the example of our Savior Jesus Christ and by the energy of your Holy Spirit, who broods over the
world like a mother over her children; for they live and reign with you, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Mary Ann Switz—Organist/Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
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The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Cathy Mansor (2013)
Jeff Marsh (2013)
Barb Popiel (2013)
Reba Cook (2014)
John McDonald (2014)
Midge Myers (2014)
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)

