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Rector’s Writ
Some of us may have heard critics of the Episcopal Church observe, “All those
Episcopalians need is their Book of Common Prayer; they must not think the
Bible is very important.” Hmmm. Now there’s a sweeping generalization…and
uninformed at that. After all, nearly three fourths of what our BCP contains is
Holy Scripture. The newcomer soon realizes we hear four different Scripture
lessons read each Sunday. Even though we may struggle at times to understand
the meaning of Bible stories, we know the Bible’s importance regarding our beliefs.
For centuries, the source of authority for the Episcopal Church has been
compared to a three legged stool made up of Scripture, tradition, and reason. The
importance of reading, hearing, and taking holy Scripture to heart is
significant. The Old Testament lessons teach us of God’s power and deeds,
including the Lord’s constant love for the people of the Old Covenant. The Book of
Psalms reflects just about any emotion we have as human beings; everything
from pleas to praise for God’s help, goodness, and mercy. Throughout the gospel
writings (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) Jesus teaches us by example about
loving God and that ever applicable (and ever so difficult) commandment to love
one another as He loves us. The New Testament also contains many letters (or
Epistles) written to the early churches and Christian communities by people of
faith like Paul, Peter, James, John, and Jude as well as the book of Acts (written by
Luke) and the Revelation to John.
We Episcopalians may not take every portion of the Bible literally, but we do
take it to heart and take it seriously. The Holy Spirit continues to inspire and
teach us to apply what we’ve learned from Jesus to our lives each day. It’s a lifelong
process, one which doesn’t reach completion this side of heaven. The importance of
the Bible is reflected in the Sunday collect closest to November 16th and reads:
“Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.”

May our reading--this summer and always—include also our
hearing, learning, and embracing the Word of God
revealed to us in holy Scriptures.

Carol+

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, August 4

8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy & Fred Lundgren
Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Courtney & Phil Rich
Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

8 Pentecost

1st Reading Hosea 11:1-11
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
2nd Reading Colossians 3:1-11
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 12:13-21

Sunday, August 11

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Wrshp Ldr
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
Jim & Nancy Ervin
Jeff Marsh
Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel
8:00 Mike & Shirley Johnson
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

Sunday, August 18
Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

1st Reading Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Jeff Croll
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24
2nd Reading Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Karen Krofta
Gospel Luke 12:32-40

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Charles Parsons
Lisa & Jeff Marsh
Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel
8:00 TBA
10:00 Cindy Ward & Cathy Potisuk
Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

9 Pentecost

10 Pentecost

1st Reading Isaiah 5:1-7
Carolyn Englert
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18
2nd Reading Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Tim Splinter
Gospel Luke 12:49-56

Outreach
Please remember the Center of Hope is constantly in need of non-perishable foods and often has folks
who need personal care items Please continue to take your clothing to the County Clothing Center. The
APL is always in need of food and other items for the animals (see the list on the bin). Don’t forget to
mark the Outreach sheet with your donated items. The list is in the parish hall.

Raven Packs
Raven Packs for the 2019-2020 school year will begin by collecting Granola Bars (260 individual items).
The last day we will be collecting these is September 1st. Looking ahead, we will then be collecting
Goldfish Crackers which will be needed by Sunday, September 29th. Thank you so much for your generous participation in this program for the elementary children in the Ravenna school district. –Barb Popiel

Sunday, August 25

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Deacon
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Mary Jean & John McDonald
Gerry Rich
Bette Brooks & Barb Popiel
8:00 Pat Williams
10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin
Counters Carol Marotta & Midge Myers

Sunday, September 1

1st Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10
Martha Croll
Psalm 71:1-6
2nd Reading Hebrews 12:18-29
Phillip George
Gospel Luke 13:10-17

:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant
Worship
Leader
Greeters
Altar Guild
Coffee Hosts

The Rev. Carol Evans
8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Nancy &Fred Lundgren
Sally Dier & Nancy Lundgren
8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 Doris, Gail and Carol M.
Counters Phillip Crouse & Nancy Lundgren

11 Pentecost

12 Pentecost

1st Reading Jeremiah 2:4-13
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
2nd Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14

Fund Raising Committee
On October 12th a wine tasting event is planned. Jeff
Sherman from Heinen’s in Shaker Heights will
present wines for our tasting pleasure. We will be
asking for snacks of: cheese, crackers, grapes,
strawberries, meat (salami, pepperoni), pretzels,
cookies, brownies, and chocolate/candy. The cost
will be $25.00 per ticket. We will offer eight wine
baskets for raffle: 2 red baskets (sweet/dry); 2
white baskets (sweet/dry); 2 rose baskets (sweet/
dry); and 2 baskets with sparkling wines.

Beginning in the fall (September, 2019 – May 2020) on
the first Tuesday of every month we will offer a dinner
to the congregation and the community. The first dinner
will be pork roast, mashed potatoes with gravy, green
beans and a dessert. The price will be $10.00 per person.

If you have any questions please contact members of the committee: Cherry Monegan, Chairperson; Caitlin
Barney-Fritsch, Carol Marotta, Midge Myers, and Marsha Snyder.

Did You Know?...
Hot! Hot! Hot! – And the humidity so high,
according to Bette Brooks, “You could walk your
goldfish!” Wow we do we need a break…
Carol Marotta is getting her br eak on an
Alaskan cruise with her family. Her mother-in-law
invited the entire family to join her for this cruise
and Carol and Eric were excited to take her up on
that offer. But I did hear that it’s been hot in Alaska
too. I don’t know what hot means in Alaska, but in
Ohio, YIKES!...
Rick Lashley and Debbie Shorts just got back
from their trip to Iceland and they had a wonderful
time. However while boarding the plane Rick lost his
passport and after a frantic search it was located near
the baggage…
Nancy and Jim Ervin and sister Cindy Ward
(along with the rest of their family) returned from
their Caribbean cruise all tan and looking relaxed…
Tim Lewicki and his family, including mom,
dad and siblings, were off to Yellowstone National
Park. Tim’s mother rented a cabin for all the family
to enjoy. We do have some great moms!!...
Cherry Monegan hosted a “girls night out” at
her home. We watched a Christian comedian tape
and enjoyed all the snacks that were brought by Kay
Wise, Joan Seman, Carol Marotta, Karen Krofta,
Midge Myers, Marsha Snyder, and Sue Ahrens.
It was a great time and everyone enjoyed the
fellowship and the laughter. We have to do that
again!!...
Bette Brooks is excited to join daughter Laurel
on their summer vacation in Destin, Florida, a place
the family has enjoyed for the last 35 years…
It was wonderful seeing Sonja Ahrens-Sherwood
and her children Morgan and John (all gr own up
– and I do mean grown up, John is 6 foot 9 inches
tall) in church with us on June 30th . They traveled all
the way from Massachusetts. Sonja bought herself a
new red Jeep and got rid of the mama van, and John
did the driving to Ohio; they do love their Jeep. The
Ahrens family and their neighbors celebrated their 4th
of July with about sixty people joining them at Sandy
Lake. It was a lot of work and a lot of fun…
Thanks to Bill and Marsha Snyder and Cathy
Potisuk for hosting our annual 4th of July hot dog
lunch. Because it was a holiday weekend not many
were in church on the seventh of July, but those who

were there enjoyed the hot dogs, watermelon, chips,
cookies, ice cream, tea and lemonade that was served
and the fellowship as well…
Thanks to Jim & Nancy Ervin for taking the nonperishable food items to the Center of Hope…
Marcia and Eric Splinter ar e spending a lot of
their spare time at play practice. They’re both acting
and singing in the Curtains Up musical production of
Gilligan’s Island. Tim Splinter is taking a break (if
you can call it that!) from the acting part and
working on sound and set design. No doubt, this will
be a fun production to see! …
Thanks to Shirley and Mike Johnson for providing
a delicious meal and a lovely gathering for the Sit &
Stitch annual picnic at their home on July 9th. Mary
Jean & John McDonald, Bette Brooks, Carolyn &
Ken Englert, Bruce & Sue Ahrens, Bill & Marsha
Snyder, and Rev. Carol all enjoyed the wonderful
lunch Shirley served and the beautiful area that is
their home…
Pat Williams is delighted to announce the bir th
of another grandson, Hunter Bryce Williams born to
Mike and Christine. Hunter was bor n on J uly 8th
and weighed nine pounds and three ounces. Big
boy! Congratulations to the Williams family.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Our thanks and appreciation to those who have done—
and continue to do—so many things to keep life at
Grace Church going smoothly:





The many people who serve as greeters, lectors,
coffee hosts at 8 & 10am, and work together to cover
when someone’s out of town or ill
 The altar guild for their ministry and duties carried
out faithfully all year
 John McDonald and Jim Ervin for that never-easytask of changing bulbs in the two sanctuary cathedral
lights
 Nancy Lundgren, Sally Dier, and Dani Dier for
their work prepping for Gracie’s Christmas In July
event (and for opening on Sundays). Thanks also to
Lynne Francois for her help. Thanks to all who donate
to & all who shop at Gracie’s.
 Martha Croll for playing the keyboard and guitar
while organist Tim Lewicki was on vacation…and for
Jeff Croll’s help and voice added to that!

Birthdays
6th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
15th
16th
18th
22nd
23rd
26th
27th

Marsha & Bill Snyder and Cathy Potisuk for
hosting and providing plenty of good food for the July
4th hot dog lunch
 Shirley & Mike Johnson for hosting the Sit n’ Stitch
luncheon, providing lots of good food (especially
desserts) and a beautiful home and setting for
fellowship
 Cherry Monegan for hosting the Ladies Night Out
in her home and to Carol Marotta for providing the
comedy tape
 Nancy & Fred Lundgren for pulling up thistles
around the church
 To all our members who support feeding the hungry
with their food donations and to Jim Ervin for taking
the red wagon items to the Center of Hope
Barb Popiel for organizing Raven Packs and other
outreach
This listing does NOT cover all the ways people serve
at Grace. We’ll plan next issue to remember more
volunteers and groups who help with worship, service,
and outreach in the community. Our thanks to God for
all who do these ministries!

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Jameson Patrick
Alexandra Wroblewki
Goldie Shriver
Lynn Francois
Jim Ervin
Jane Gear-Jozsa
John McDonald
Hera Whipple
Jane O’Neill
Karen Krofta
Samantha Stickle
Bill Summy
Jada Whipple
Kevin Splinter
Jim Neely

Baptisms
13th Debbie Shorts
14th Amy Seman

Anniversaries
8th

Brian & Jane Jozsa

We should have had Dani Dier’s birthday listed for July 29th. Sorry for the
error! Please let us know if we need to make any additions or corrections to get
names on the list. It’s an endless job to keep the list straight. The office phone
number is 330.296.3443.

The Bulletin Board
The Haven of Portage County is
asking area churches for
donations for their warming
center and rescue mission to
help those who are homeless or
trafficked. We have copies of a
write up outlining the services
they plan to provide. They
hope to be ready to open this
fall. It’s a ministry and service
that’s much needed in our area.
The Haven is also offering a “Community Resource
Connect” event on Saturday, Sept. 12th, 10am—2pm.
They’ll provide information regarding: housing support,
employment and public assistance, mental health
support, and legal info. They’ll also provide haircuts,
health and wellness checks, and lunch. If anyone would
like to contribute to The Haven their address is:
The Haven of Portage County
6490 State Route 14
Ravenna, OH 44266

GRACIE’S BACK DOOR
Once again we are having “CHRISTMAS IN JULY” (more accurately
“Christmas from July through December). Please do make it a point to
come down and visit us between services and after the 10:00 a.m. service.
Tell your friends and family about all our great buys.
Sick Room Supplies: Gracie’s has the following items for use, free to
those in need of them.
1 pair of crutches
1 elevated toilet seat
4 walkers (2 collapsible)
1 bed rail
3 canes (1 with a seat)
3 blood pressure monitors
2 wheel chairs
1 walking boot (size small)
2 bath stools
3 glucose meters
2 bath benches
1 box sterile cotton tip applicator
5 commodes
1 fanny (spinal) pillow
Please remember these are here to be used if you need them or know of
anyone that does.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.

Saint Herman of Alaska (c. 1750s-Nov. 15, 1836)

August 9

Biographers disagree about Herman’s early life; we are unsure even of his date of birth. However, his
work among the native population in Alaska and the Russian colonists there earned him their love and
respect. In fact, he is considered by many Orthodox Christians as the patron saint of North America.

Despite our lack of knowledge about his birth and early life, all biographers agree that Herman began his
monastic life as a novice at Sarov and later received the full tonsure at Valaam, both in Russia.
Although well-liked by all the brothers, Herman wanted a more solitary life, so he became a hermit with
the abbot’s blessing. His hermitage was about two kilometers from the monastery. At least twice the
Metropolitan of St. Petersburg (Archbishop) offered to ordain him to the priesthood. Herman refused,
preferring to remain a hermit and a simple monk.
Russian colonization of Alaska began in 1741. The initial expedition harvested at least 1500 sea otter
pelts, each of which brought 1000 rubles at the trading post. The “fur rush” was on! Frontiersmen
explored Alaska and the Aleutian Islands and alternately fought and intermarried with the native people.
A fur-trading company eventually received a monopoly from the Imperial Russian government and
established communities and schools for the natives. Many converted to Russian Orthodox Christianity.
The company then appealed to the Church to provide a priest. Empress Catherine the Great decided
instead to send an entire mission to America. Herman was chosen as one of the ten monks sent to
Kodiak in fall, 1794. These missionaries encountered a harsh reality at Kodiak that did not correspond
to the rosy descriptions the company had provided. Alcoholism among the Russian colonists was
rampant; women and children were abused; many Russian colonists had taken mistresses; working
conditions were poor—hunters were forced to hunt for the sea otter during harsh weather. The monks
never received the supplies they were promised and eked out a hard living from the unforgiving ground.
Despite the hardships, they baptized over 7000 natives and set about building a church and a monastery.
In 1807, Herman became the head of the mission although he was not
ordained to the priesthood. The local population loved and respect him,
and he had even managed to forge good relations with the fur trading
company. He established and ran the mission school where he was one
of the teachers. He also taught agriculture on Spruce Island. Around
1811, Herman gave up the leadership of the mission and moved into a
hermitage on Spruce Island. Despite his solitary life there, he gained a
following, receiving visitors on Sundays and feast days. Soon a chapel
and guesthouse and then a school for orphans were established next to
his hermitage. He continued to champion the worth of the natives to the
company and once during an epidemic, he was the only Russian to visit
the sick. He spent the remainder of his life on Spruce Island, where he
died on November 11, 1836. He was canonized by the Orthodox
Church in America in 1970, the same year that Congress acknowledged
his glorification with a formal Senate speech and the inclusion of his
biography into the Congressional Record. Given his deep love of the
native Aleuts and his willingness to champion their cause with the
powerful fur company, his great care for their health and well-being, and
his own life dedicated to God and to the service of others, there is little
wonder that the Episcopal Church recognizes him as a modern day saint.
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Ravenna OH 44266
250 W. Cedar St.
Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Tim Lewicki—Organist
Martha Croll—Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Nancy Lundgren(2019)
Carol Marrota(2019)
Rick Taylor(2019)
Midge Meyers(2020)
Fred Lundgren(2020)
Barb Popiel(2020)
Phillip Crouse(2021)

