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Rector’s Writ
In some ways it seems like Ash Wednesday was a short time ago, and already
we’ve passed the half-way mark to Easter. It’s a good time to check our Lenten
disciplines and try to make adjustments. God provides grace and wisdom so that
we might reign in those distractions and work toward keeping our hearts and
minds fixed on spiritual things, especially the teachings and stories Jesus gave
us.
We find it hard to linger on (much less comprehend) the suffering and death
of Christ. It seems the Scripture readings of the Tridium—Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday—contain about as much as we can take in
terms of a last supper in an upper room; betrayal and denial; injustice at
Jerusalem; then a hateful, painful crucifixion at Golgotha. The poignancy of
these readings reminds us that, at the hands of human beings, these afflictions
were endured by a willing Savior whose temporary end was a cruel cross and a
quiet tomb. Although Jesus’ grave was guarded and sealed with a huge stone, the
sun rose over an empty tomb on Easter.
It’s ironic how God’s plan for our redemption included our Savior’s death and
resurrection to bring joy, hope, and fullness of life to humanity. God in Christ
has done what we cannot do for ourselves. Our Lenten repentance and discipline
end with the joy of Easter and the promise of new life. A few quotes follow which
well express the Easter joy we make ready to celebrate.
From the Exsultet: …”This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the
gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke the
bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. How holy is this night, when wickedness
is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who
mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. How blessed is this night, when
earth and heaven are joined and (we) are reconciled to God.” (BCP, pg. 287)
“Christianity has died many times and risen again, for it has a God who knows the way out of the
grave.” (G.K. Chesterton)

“The resurrection consists not in words, but in life and power. The heart should take inward
delight in this and be joyful.” (Martin Luther)
“Spring bursts today, for Christ is risen, and all the earth’s at play.” (Christina Rosetti)
Please bring your family and friends to join in our worship and
fellowship, and to celebrate the joy of our Lord’s
resurrection. Easter blessings to you and those you love.
Carol +

Service and Lay Ministry Schedule
If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that
person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church.

Sunday, April 6
Celebrant
Rector
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Coffee Host
Altar Guild
Counters

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
BISHOP BOWMAN’S VISITATION FOR CONFIRMATION

The Rt. Rev. David Bowman
The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Kevin Splinter and TBA
Hospitality Committee
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Reba Cook & Steve Merrill

5 Lent

1st Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
Fred Lundgren
Psalm 130
2nd Reading Romans 8:6-11
Nancy Lundgren
Gospel John 11:1-45

Sunday, April 13

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Nancy Lundgren
Greeters John & Mary Jean McDonald
Acolyte Jeff Marsh
Coffee Host 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Reba Cook & Steve Merrill

Thursday, April 17
Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Counters

Palm Sunday

1st Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a
Maynard Evans
Psalm 31:9-16
2nd Reading Philippians 2:5-11
Cathy Mansor
Gospel Matthew 21:1-11

7:00 PM Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Eric Splinter
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Reba Cook & Steve Merrill

Maundy Thursday

1st Reading Exodus 12:1-14
Martha Croll
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Jeff Croll
Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Friday, April 18
Celebrant
Deacon
Greeters
Altar Guild
Counters

7:00 PM Stations of the Cross & Good Friday Liturgy

The Rev. Carol Evans
The Rev. William Snyder
Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Reba Cook & Steve Merrill

Good Friday

1st Reading Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm

22

2nd Reading Hebrews 10:16-25
Gospel John 18:1—19:42

Sunday, April 20

8:00 & 10:00 AM Festive Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin
Acolyte Eric and TBA
Coffee Hosts 8:00
10:00 Jim & Nancy Ervin
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Reba Cook & Steve Merrill

Sunday, April 27

Sunday, May 4

1st Reading Acts 10:34-43
Jeff Croll
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
2nd Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Martha Croll
Gospel John 20:1-18

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Deacon The Rev. William Snyder
Lay Reader 8:00 Sally Dier
10:00 Steve Merrill
Greeters Jim & Nancy Ervin
Acolyte Jenna Summy
Coffee Hosts 8:00 Midge Myers
10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald
Altar Guild Nancy Lundgren & Cindy Hoskins
Counters Midge Myers & Fred Lundgren

2 Easter

1st Reading Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Tim Splinter
Psalm 16
2nd Reading I Peter 1:3-9
Kathy Summy
Gospel John 20:19-31

8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans
Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks
10:00 Carolyn Englert
Greeters Fred & Nancy Lundgren
Acolyte David Miller
Coffee Host 8:00 Frank & Joan Seman
10:00 Nikki Stickle—Youth luncheon
Altar Guild Barb Popiel & Nancy Ervin
Counters Mechele Novak & Steve Merrill

Easter

3 Easter

1st Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Nancy Lundgren
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
2nd Reading 1 Peter 1:17-23
Fred Lundgren
Gospel Luke 24:13-35

Monday, April 14th 5pm: Evening Prayer
Tuesday, April 15th 5pm: Evening Prayer
Wednesday, April 16th 6pm: Healing Service & Holy Eucharist

Holy Week &
Easter Services at
Grace Church
Please join us for meaningful
Holy Week worship and a
joyful celebration of Easter.

Thursday, April 17th 7pm: Maundy Thursday Eucharist with Choir,
concludes with stripping of the altar and
draping of crosses
Friday, April 18th 7 pm: Stations of the Cross and Good Friday
Liturgy
Saturday, April 19th 9:30am: Holy Saturday Liturgy of the Word
Sunday, April 20th 8am: Festive Eucharist
10am: Festive Choral Eucharist
Coffee & Fellowship after each service
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt after 10am service

Did You Know?...
Two of our Vestry members, Midge Myers and Mechele
Novak, took vacation time fr om wor k to attend Ash
Wednesday service. Now that’s dedication…
We’re happy to report that Roxann Burky and Amy
Neely are on the mend after sur ger y and both getting
stronger every day. Thanks be to God! …
The hot dog lunch served by the Youth Group was very
nice. Chris Stickle, Stacy Scibelli, Lisa Paxton, Kathy
Summy and Lane &Wilda Autry supplied the food. And
Zack Scibelli and Rachel Audet took in the funds.
Thanks to everyone who works so hard making these
lunches that are always enjoyed by those attending…
The day before March 1st the Youth Group and their
parents served their annual Mardi Gras pancake supper. Not
only did they serve the usual pancakes and sausage, but
added biscuit and gravy and hash browns to the menu. We
were all in a carb coma when leaving. But it was fun to get
together for a meal with our Grace Church family. Tim
Splinter made pancakes, Tim Scibelli fr ied potatoes, Lisa
Paxton, Wilda Autry wer e wor king at the window to
make sure orders were filled. Stacy Scibelli was in charge
of sausage gravy, and Nicole and Samantha Stickle washed
all the dishes. Amy & Aundréa Seman were supplying
drinks, Emily Scibelli served apple sauce, Eric Splinter took
money at the door and mom Marcia took over while Eric ate.
Kirsten Seman and her friend Hanna collected the 50/50
tickets – Judy Canan won that drawing but kindly donated it
back to the youth group. Thank you Judy!! Kevin Splinter,
Zack Scibelli, Paige & Taylor Paxton, Sarah Beth and
Rachel Audet waited on tables. And of cour se Chris
Stickle was everywher e making sur e thing r an
smoothly…
And the following weekend Chris & Nikki Stickle and
Colin & Ryan Burky r epr esented Gr ace Chur ch at the
Loaves and Fishes feeding program held at the First United
Methodist Church here in Ravenna…
Kay Canan and Sally Dier are wor king on an
exciting program. They will have a USO show here at
Grace Church on May 3rd. Be looking for the details coming
soon. It sounds very exciting…
Bette Brooks’ daughter Amanda has spent near ly
two weeks in Sopot, Poland, during the month of March. As
an employee of the USA Track and Field, she was
responsible for posting multiple on-line daily bulletins as the
elite indoor track and field athletes from around the world
competed in the World indoor event…
Dani Dier found out the har d way how to change a
tire. Leaving work she realized her tire was flat but was able
to get back into her parking lot. She got the hubcap and nuts
off but couldn’t get the frozen tire off the axle. She called to

her father, Dennis, and he advised her to hit the tire with a
hammer. She went back into the office where she found a
24 pound hammer and that did the job. She’s not anxious to
have that experience any time soon – if ever…
Mike Johnson had pictur es of the wild tur keys on
their property – they were beautiful. Is this a sign of spring?
Here’s hoping!...
Johnnie & Irene Machisko wer e in Flor ida for par t
of this dreadful winter…
And Toni Worthen has returned home from her trip to
Alabama where she spent a month visiting with a dear
friend. She missed the snow but certainly didn’t miss the
ice. I don’t think anyone was spared this winter…
We received a call from Addrianne Conway and we’re
happy to hear they are all doing well. Sixteen year old
Schyler will be gr aduating this year – one year ahead of
her class.
Congratulations Schyler. Then she’s off to
college…
And speaking of congratulations, Jeff Marsh asked Lisa
Audet to mar r y him and she said yes. They ar e now
happily planning a wedding for October 11th…
Rodney Stickle is on a wor k r elated tr ip to Thailand
for several weeks. He’s not excited about leaving the family
but it will be exciting to see another country even if you
have to work to do it…
Taylor Paxton has been wor king at the Acme store
and with some of the money she’s earned she bought
motorized dirt bikes for herself and her sister Paige. Now
that’s a very nice sister. They’ve been riding their bikes at
grandma and grandpa (Fred & Nancy Lundgren). Fred even
had a path shoveled out for them. That’s a very nice
grandpa too, especially when he knows he’ll have to replace
the sod this summer. If summer ever gets here…
Susan and Steve Merrill welcomed a new gr andson
to their family. On Feb. 28th their daughter Abby and hubby
Nate wer e blessed with a son they named Zavier. He was
5 weeks early and required more frequent feeding than usual
but he’s growing and doing well…
Bette Brooks has decided that she needs cats to be
happy—so she has adopted two after grieving for her
beloved Paladin. ButterCup and Theo are litter mates, about
18 months old, who originally belonged to Leslie and Larry
Thomas. ButterCup is a long hair and Theo is an elegant
tuxedo cat, perfectly attired for all social events!
We’ll rely on all our members to help with ideas and
planning to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the founding
of Grace Church on April 10th, 2015.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


To Barb Popiel, Mechele Novak, and Midge
Myers for attending the first planning meeting
of our 150th anniversary events.



To Carolyn Englert & Rev. Carol for working
so hard on our Lenten Program.



To Dennis Dier, John McDonald, and Mike
Johnson for changing the light bulbs in the
church. This is not an easy task, as it takes
scaffolding and a ladder to reach the spotlight
above the altar.




To Bill Snyder for once again delivering the
food in the wagon to the Center of Hope.
To Kay Canan & Sally Dier for their work on
the USO show planning



To Jim Ervin for all the snow he’s removed
from the church property



To all those who have attended services in this
weather.



To all the altar guild members who serve our
church.



To members of the vestry for their hard work.



To everyone who came to the Lenten studies



To our faith acolytes who get more than their
share of work!

Please call the office or email us a note if you know of
any volunteers we need to thank for work, donations, or
other good deeds.

Prayer Chain
There are hundreds of references in Scripture to prayer, it is one thing that we are
all called to do. In Luke 18:1, Jesus told us to pray and never give up. Prayers can
be offered for others and for ourselves in a number of ways, and one of them is our
Grace Church Prayer Chain. You may ask for prayers for a family member, a
friend, or even someone whose story prompted you to ask for prayers. You can make the request by contacting
either the church office, or Carolyn Englert at 330-527-4888 and pindolllady@gmail.com. The request is then
passed on to the 14 members of the Prayer Chain. All requests are confidential, and you can even keep private
the name of the person for whom the prayers are requested. The Prayer Chain, on average, gets 8 to 10 requests
per month. Currently, all Prayer Chain members are contacted by email, but phone contacts can also be made.
If you are interested in joining the Prayer Chain, please contact Carolyn Englert.

Birthdays
3rd Sonja Sherwood
11th Lane Autry
12th Cathy Mansor
Billy T. Johnson
Phil Rich
13th Kathy Summy
18th Olivia Golec
20th Sue Ahrens
23rd Bernice McCauslin
25th Julie Canan
29th Marcia Splinter

Congratulations!
and many happy returns...

Baptisms
1st Phyllis Shorts
2nd Dennis Dier
Phillip George
4th Jennifer Golec
Tracy Shriver
5th Bill Snyder
7th Dale Espey
9th Jim Ervin
10th Jamie Popiel
11th Bruce Ahrens

Anniversaries
20th Jim & Nancy Ervin

The Bulletin Board

Gracie’s Back Door
We have several pieces of “sick person” equipment available
for us for those with an immediate need and limited funds.
The equipment is as follows:
Wheel chair
Commode
Walker/with wheels and seat
Folding walker
4-footed cane
These items are free of charge for those with an immediate
need. Contact Rev. Carol, Nancy Lundgren or Sally Dier for
info.

U.S.O. Show
Save this Date: Saturday, May 3rd 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Start spreading the word. Look through the closet for that
special vintage outfit. Show off your red, white, and blue
as we celebrate the “USO Canteen with a Swing Night.
Invite your family and friends of all ages. Vintage dress (of
the 40’s or 50’s) is encourage but not required. Music,
food, and drink from the time period, dance demonstrations
and lessons given by Buckeye Dance Steps and fun for all.
See Kay Canan or Sally Dier for tickets ($5.00 each) or
they can be purchased at Gracie’s Back Door.

Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends
By Bette Brooks
They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.
The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
Saint John
John was the younger brother of James, a son of Zebedee and Salome. They were first
cousins of Jesus -- Salome was a sister of Mary. Both John and his brother were initially
disciples of John the Baptist but turned and followed Jesus when he called them. As noted
last month, both James and John were nicknamed “Sons of Thunder” because, although easy
going, calm and gentle, when they were riled, their rage was fierce and thunderous. They
wanted to call down fire on a Samaritan town but Jesus rebuked them.
John was present at the raising of Jairus’ daughter, the Transfiguration, and the Agony of
Gethsemane. John and Peter were trusted with making the preparations for the final Passover
meal (the Last Supper) and at the meal itself, John sat next to Christ. John alone among the
Apostles remained near Jesus at the foot of the cross on Calvary and, following instructions
from Jesus, took Mary into his home. After the Resurrection, John and Peter raced to the
empty tomb. John won the race but allowed Peter to enter the tomb first. He is often referred
to as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” or as the Beloved Disciple. And Paul referred to him as
a pillar of the early Church in Judea.
The Gospel According to Saint John is quite different from the three synoptic Gospels. These
three Gospels speak of Jesus primarily in the year following the death of John the Baptist.
John’s Gospel places Christ as present before all time and emphasizes His divine nature. But
did John also write the three Epistles of John and the Book of Revelation? Tradition answers
with a resounding “yes;” recent Biblical scholarship says a tentative “maybe.” And was the
Apostle John the same man as John the Evangelist? Again, tradition says yes and scholarship
says maybe.

Tradition holds that after the Assumption, John went to Ephesus where he wrote the three
epistles and generally irritated the Roman authorities with his powerful preaching. After
attempting to boil him in oil (he emerged uninjured), the Romans witnessing the spectacle
immediately converted to Christianity to the chagrin of the authorities. They banished him to
the Greek island of Patmos where he wrote Revelation and later died a natural death of old
age, the only disciple to do so. He was buried at Ephesus. One of John’s disciples, Polycarp,
later became the Bishop of Smyrna and was able to carry John’s message to future
generations.

1 Easter
•8am HE
•9:15 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee Hour

27

Easter
•8am HE
•9:15 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee Hour

20

Palm Sunday
•8am HE
•9:15 Choir
•9:45 Ch. Ed.
•10am HE
•11:15 Coffee Hour

13

5 Lent
•10am HE
Bishop Bowman
and Confirmation,
Luncheon and
Vestry Meeting

6

Sun

April

28

21

14

7

•5pm Evening
Prayer

Mon

Wed

•5pm Evening
Prayer

29

22
•1-3pm Sit &
Stitch

15

8

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•6pm Healing
Service &
Eucharist

30
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•7:30-9:00
Choir Practice

23
•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door

16

•10-2 Gracie’s
Back Door
•6pm-7:30 Lenten
Program
•7:30-9:00
Choir Practice

9

Thurs

24

•7pm Maundy
Thursday service
•8am Retired
Men’s Breakfast

17

10

1
2
3
•7pm Mission Area
•10-2 Gracie’s
Council mtg hosted
Back Door
at Grace in Parish •6pm-7:30 Lenten
Hall
Program
•7:30-9:00
Choir Practice

Tues

The Grace Vine

12

•Easter Candy
Making in Parish
Hall, 9am—???

5

Sat

25

26
•5-7pm Youth
Spaghetti Dinner

18
19
•7pm Stations of
•9:30 am Holy
the Cross and
Saturday Service
Good Friday
service

11

4

Fri
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Ravenna OH 44266
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Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna
The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector
The Rev. William Snyder
Marsha Snyder—Secretary
Mary Ann Switz—Organist/Choirmaster
Phone: 330-296-3443
Web Site: www.graceravenna.org
Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church
Reba Cook (2014)
John McDonald (2014)
Midge Myers (2014)
Fred Lundgren (2015)
Steve Merrill (2015)
Frank Seman (2015)
Barb Popiel (2016)
Michele Novak (2016)
Carol Marotta (2016)

