
September 2014 

Rector’s Writ 
 

The summer is going like a blur, and already schools from kindergarten to 

college have started. September 7th we’ll return to our program year schedule of 

two services, welcoming back the choir and Christian Ed teachers. It’s also time 

to encourage our members to help out with that lifelong process of faith and 

discipleship. It’s important for us ALL to learn about and live the faith we’ve 

been entrusted with. With all the demands on our time, resources, and energy 

we find that being faithful calls for us to be very deliberate about giving God 

top priority in our lives. Living out our faith includes several things we have to 

be deliberate in doing: worship, service, fellowship, and an ongoing 

commitment to prayer and discipleship throughout our faith journey.  

September seems a good time to explore how we’re doing on our faith 

journey, as individuals and as a church family. Are there places of need in 

programs and ministries where your gifts could be put to good use? Are there 

opportunities that you’d like to see offered in the traditional study of 

Scripture, prayer, or perhaps some out of the box programs that would nurture 

our current members and bring in some new people as well? Maybe we miss the 

mark when we consider what will attract new members. The better question to 

ask both current and potential members might be: how can the Church help us 

in both our longing for God and our learning God’s will for our lives? Maybe 

some of you can come up with better questions. Maybe part of our faith journey 

is finding how to fill that longing for God in our lives. I’d love to hear what 

you think are some answers. In the meantime, here are some brief prayers 

which I hope will be helpful for all of us as we begin this new program year and 

another season of life. 

 

O my Lord God, when You come into my heart, all within me rejoices. You are my glory and the joy 

of my heart, my hope and my whole refuge, in all my troubles.   
 

The noble love of Jesus perfectly imprinted in (a person’s) soul makes (us) do great things, and stirs 

(us) always to desire perfection and to grow more and more in grace and goodness.  
(both above quotes from Thomas a Kempis) 

 

Lord, bestow on me two gifts, to forget myself, and never to forget Thee. (Eric Milner-White) 
 

Father, from You all skill and science flow,  

All pity, care and love,  

All calm and courage, faith and hope---  
O pour them from above!   (Charles Kingsley) 

The Grace Vine 



Service and Lay Ministry Schedule 

If you cannot serve when scheduled, please find a substitute and call the parish office with that 

person’s name. Thank you for sharing in the liturgical ministry of Grace Church. 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks 

  10:00 Carolyn Englert 

 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 
 Acolyte Jeff Marsh 

 Coffee Host 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman 

  10:00 Nikki Stickle & Youth Luncheon  
 Altar Guild Barb Popiel & Cindy Hoskins 

 Counters Steve Merrill & Carol Marotta 

 Emeritus Kathy Summy 

 1st Reading Exodus 12:1-14  

  Nancy Lundgren 
 

 Psalm 149 

 
 2nd Reading Romans 13:8-14 

  Fred Lundgren 

 

 Gospel Matthew 18:15-20 

Sunday, September 7           8:00 &10:00 AM Holy Eucharist               Pentecost 13 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon  The Rev. William Snyder 

Lay Readers 10:00 Roberta O’Keefe  

 Greeters Susan & Steve Merrill 
 Acolyte  Kevin Splinter 

 Coffee Host 8:00 Midge Myers  

  10:00 John & Mary Jean McDonald 
 Altar Guild Barb Popiel & Cindy Hoskins 

 Counters Steve Merrill & Carol Marotta 

 1st Reading Exodus 14:19-31 

  Kathy Summy 

 
 Psalm 114 

              

 2nd Reading Romans 14:1-12 
  Tim Splinter 

              

 Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 

Sunday, September 14          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist              Pentecost 14 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
Lay Readers 8:00 Bette Brooks 

  10:00 Nancy Lundgren  

 Greeters Nancy & Jim Ervin 
 Acolyte Jenna Summy 

Coffee Hosts 8:00 Pat Williams 

  10:00 Lisa, Taylor, & Paige Paxton 
 Altar Guild Barb Popiel & Cindy Hoskins 

 Counters Steve Merrill & Carol Marotta 

 Emeritus Bill Snyder  

  1st Reading Exodus 16:2-15 

  Carolyn Englert 

 
 Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

              

 2nd Reading Philippians 1:21-30 
  Maynard Evans 

              

 Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 

Sunday, September 21          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist              Pentecost 15 

Lay Preaching College 
The Lay Preaching Conference and Licensing will be held on October  25-26, beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

and ending after lunch on Sunday. For an application contact Rita Rozell at rrozell@dohio.org. 

Cost: $175.00 per  person, includes overnight accommodations and all meals. Each person is responsi-
ble for purchasing their own books. 

Location: River ’s Edge, 3430 Rocky River  Dr., Cleveland, OH 44111 

Overnight accommodations: Cleveland Airport Mar r iott, 4277 W. 150th St, Cleveland. 
Additional Information: Please contact the Rev. Percy Grant at 216.774.0457 or   pgrant@dohio.org 

or the Rev. Margaret D’Anieri at mdanieri@ncwcom.com. 

Please note: Because of the pre-work involved and the hotel requirements all applications must be re-

ceived no later than Wednesday, October 1. 

mailto:rrozell@dohio.org
mailto:pgrant@dohio.org
mailto:mdanieri@ncwcom.com


 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Lay Reader 8:00 Bette Brooks 

  10:00 Carolyn Englert 

 Greeters Nancy & Fred Lundgren 
 Acolyte David Miller 

Coffee Hosts 8:00 Joan & Frank Seman  

  10:00 Nikki Stickle & The Youth Group 
 Altar Guild Nancy Ervin & Irene Machisko 

 Counters Frank Seman & Barb Popiel  

 Emeritus Kathy Summy 

 1st Reading Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

  Fred Lundgrem 

  
 Psalm 19 

 

 2nd Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
  Nancy Lundgren 

 

 Gospel Matthew 31:33-46 

Sunday, October 5           8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist                Pentecost 17 

 Celebrant The Rev. Carol Evans 
 Deacon The Rev. William Snyder 

Lay Readers 10:00 Steve Merrill 

 Greeters David Miller & Alexandra Wroblewski 
 Acolyte Eric Splinter 

 Coffee Host 8:00 Shirley & Mike Johnson 

  10:00 Nancy & Jim Ervin 
 Altar Guild Barb Popiel & Cindy Hoskins 

 Counters Steve Merrill & Carol Marotta  

  1st Reading Exodus 17:1-7 

  Martha Croll 

 
 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

              

 2nd Reading Philippians 2:1-13 
  Jeff Croll 

              

 Gospel Matthew 21:23-32 

Sunday, September 28          8:00 & 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist              Pentecost 16 

You are invited to A WORLD CAFÉ sponsored by 

PLANTING FOR TOMORROW – GROWING IN FAITH TODAY 

Conversations on Programming for the Camp & Retreat Center 

At: Church of our Saviour, Akron, Wednesday, September 3rd @7:00 p.m. 

Register at Eventbrite: https://fallworldcafe.eventbright.com 

 
As the Planting for Tomorrow campaign moves along, we are ready to start planning the programs 

we want to offer at the new camp and retreat center. This will involve soliciting lots of ideas from 

people across the Diocese and developing partnerships with agencies and other organizations. To get 
the process rolling, we are offering a series of World Café sessions, open to anyone in the Diocese, as 

well as other people who are interested in joining us. 

 
World Café is a simple method of engaging in dynamic conversations. Upon arrival, you are seated 

with a small group to explore programs that would excite and engage you at the new center. After an 

initial round of discussion, you change tables, carrying key ideas and insights from the first 

conversation to the next group. The process continues for a few rounds, and, afterwards, all participants 
contribute to harvesting the dialogue and determining next steps. If you have questions or need more 

information, please contact Katie Ong-Landini at 216.774.0454 or email at kong-landini@doiho.org.  

https://fallworldcafe.eventbright.com


Carolyn & Ken Englert celebrated their  50th 

anniversary in a big way with a party held here at Grace 

Church. Carolyn looked very pretty in her leopard print chiffon 

and sequence dress. (Not what you would think Carolyn would 
wear – but it was great!) She was so happy all her children, 

grandchildren, and so many friends and relatives came to 

celebrate with them. It was a nice surprise to see Bonnie and 

Blake Quay there. They tr aveled from Flor ida to be with 

Carolyn and Ken on their special day, and then were in church 

the next day for services… 

Judy Canan is on the mend after  her  hand surgery and 

getting back to her routine. We are all so happy about that; our 

prayers were answered. Judy has been busy with the weddings 

of two grandchildren this year. Lots of showers and weddings 

to attend… 
Sally Dier had a successful lung surgery on July 28th. The 

day after the surgery she was up and sitting. In pain, but doing 

well. She had her surgery on Monday and by Friday she was 

already home. Not ready for visitors yet – but home. Our 

prayers are with Sally and Dennis and their girls Dani & Beth 

and Beth’s husband Jonathan… 

Nancy Ervin spent some time in the hospital with a very 

painful kidney stone. Well, the doctors say it was more like a 

boulder than a stone. But the doctors worked their miracle and 

she’s now on the mend… 

Martha & Jeff Croll invited the poker boys and their  

wives to their home for an evening of good food and 
fellowship. While the boys played their games, the ladies met 

on the patio and had a wonderful time enjoying each other’s 

company until it got dark and the bugs started biting, then they 

were off to the family room. Marsha and Steve Barna were 

invited to join them and it was great seeing them again. Marsha 

shared that son Matt and his wife are expecting their third child 

sometime in August – a boy. Congratulations to their family… 

Sue and Bruce Ahrens held their  annual 4th of July party 

and had many family and friends there to enjoy the lake, 

fellowship and fireworks. Their daughter Sonja and her family 

were in from Massachusetts. Sounds like great fun… 
Nancy & Fred Lundgren had a mini vacation tr aveling 

to see family in southwest Ohio and Michigan… 

Lisa Paxton and her gir ls Taylor and Paige spent time 

in Hilton Head for their summer vacation… 

Mary Jean & John McDonald’s granddaughter 

Alexandra Paulenich spent seven weeks in Dominican 

Republic with the Los Amagos Episcopales project sponsored 

by the Episcopal Church. She’ll be returning the same day her 

school year begins. But it’s been a wonderful experience for 

her… 

Bill Snyder tr aveled with daughter -in-law Alex and the 

three grandsons (Oliver, 6; Noah, 3; and Max, 1) to Minnesota. 
Alex was missing her friends and wanted to make the trip 

alone; but Bill didn’t think that was a good idea so he offered to 

drive. Bill’s not especially good with small children. It was 

interesting… 

Mary Ann Switz was delighted to have landed an 

organist position with the Methodist Church in Hudson. She 
really missed playing and this will fill that void… 

Carol and Maynard enjoyed a visit from Maynard’s 

children and some of the grandchildren. Those that could, (one 

couple had to catch an early plane that Sunday morning) were 

in church on Sunday which really increased our count for that 

day… 

It’s so nice to have a the church building full on Sunday 

mornings, since we’ve had one 9:00 a.m. service during July 

and August… 

What a nice surprise it was to have Addrianne, Cory, 

McKenna, and Jillian Conway show up at the church office 
door on July 30th. Everyone looks great and it was a real 

surprise to hear that oldest daughter Schyler has graduated from 

high school (she’s only 16) and will be attending college this 

fall. The Conways were on their way to a family reunion and 

Addrianne’s Dad’s 75th birthday party in New York and they 

stopped by to say “hello.” A very nice surprise… 

We were saddened by the passing of Bernice McCauslin on 

July 10th. A reception was held here at Grace for Bernice’s 

family and friends. And as usual Rev. Carol had a lovely 

service for Bernice… 

Jenna Summy has been busy this summer  playing in 

the high school band, playing tennis, and she’s the photo editor 
on the Ravenna High School yearbook staff. Busy girl!!... 

Our Vacation Bible School was only one day – but one 

great day. Thanks to Chrissie Stickle for all the planning and 

the other adults helping were Stacy Scibelli, Nikki & Sammy 

Stickle, Jenna Summy, and Phillip & Brittany Crouse and 

Rev. Carol. They all had a meal sang songs, heard Bible 

stories, crafts, and games followed by ice cream. Sounds like a 

lot of fun. The children who attended were: Emily & Zachary 

Scibelli, Madison Ahrens and her neighbor and friend Joey, 

Kirsten & Aundréa Seman, Noah Crouse, and Chrissie’s 

neighbors Landon & Izzy… 
Laurel Brooks had an exciting June--she spent ten days 

on a storm-chasing tour of the Great Plains! The tour was run 

by Extreme Tornado Tours, which is co-owned by 

meteorologist and "Storm Chasers" star Reed Timmer. The tour 

visited six states and saw 14 tornadoes over the course of the 

trip. Laurel had such a great time that she's already booked two 

back-to-back tours for next June. She's working on a Facebook 

photo album of the trip; send her a friend request if you'd like to 

see it! 

Did You Know?... 



Please join us in saying ‘THANK YOU” to people 
serving god at Grace Church and in our community in 

a variety of ways: 

 

 Everyone who purchased a chair for the multi-

purpose room. 

 Everyone who places altar flowers on the altar. 

 Shirley & Mike Johnson, John McDonald, and 

Jim Ervin for their help with a funeral 

reception for Reba Cook’s daughter-in-law’s 

father. 

 Jeff & Martha Croll for hosting the poker boys 

and their wives. 

 Joan Seman for supplying the nursery with 

wonderful play kitchen items 

 All those who placed the non-perishable food 

items in the wagon in back of the church. 

 Fred Lundgren & Dani Dier for assisting 

Nancy in Gracie’s Back Door while Sally’s 

healing after surgery. 

 Bill Snyder for preaching and officiating 

Morning Prayer while Carol was officiating 

at a wedding in Michigan. 

 Nancy Lundgren for helping Mary Jean 

McDonald with coffee while John was 

counting and at the Vestry Meeting. 

 Brad Purdom for sharing his ministry with us 

on August 10th. 

 All our faithful lay ministers. 

 Rodney Stickle for buying many of the 

chairs in the multi-purpose room 
 

Please call the office or email us a note if you know 

of any volunteers we need to thank for work, 

donations, or other good deeds.  

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 

Birthdays 
 
 2nd Tim Neely 

 4th Tracy Shriver 

 6th A.J. Neely 
  Megan Worthen 

10th Mary Jean McDonald 

15th Barbara Popiel 

17th Caroline Shaver 
20th Jeane Wolcott 

21st Elizabeth Bott 

23rd Ryan Stover 
25th Martha Croll 

30th Toni Worthen 

Anniversaries 
 
4th Chris & Rodney Stickle 

9th Tony & Toni Worthen 

24th Michael & Kay Canan 

Baptisms 
 
7th Jenna Summy 

22nd Lisa Paxton 

 Gerry Rich 
25th Sue Ahrens 

30th Samuel Rich 

 

Congratulations! 
and many happy returns... 



The Bulletin Board 
PRAYER WRITING 
NOVEMBER 1, 2014 

 

St. Bartholomew’s, Mayfield Village 
 

What is prayer? Prayer is responding to 

God, by thought and by deeds, with or 
without word. 

What is Christian prayer? Christian 

Prayer is response to God the Father, 
through Jesus Christ, in the power of the 

Holy Spirit. More information will be 

mailed to your parish in early September. 

LABYRINTH WORKSHOPS 

With the Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress 
 

(The Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress is a leading force in the modern labyrinth movement. She has 

written several books about the labyrinth (including Walking a Sacred Path) and has 

trained thousands of labyrinth facilitators all over the world. 

Spiritual by Not Religious:  Using the Labyr inth to Find Your  Way, Fr i., Nov. 14th  7-9 
p.m. Walking the labyrinth is a practice gaining international recognition for its ability to 

help us reflect, pray, release, address psycho-spiritual issues and find perspective. In this 

lecture, we will discuss forgiveness, healing of memories and ritual used of gratitude and 
grief. Early bird registration: $25.00. Early bird pricing available until October 1st. $30.00 

after that date. 

The Healing Labyrinth: An Ancient Tool for  Psycho-Spiritual Wholeness, Sat. Nov. 15th  
9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

The Labyrinth is a place where mind/body and spirit integration can occur, but this 

process is different within each of us. How much does our mind run things; chattering 

away because it is afraid of silence? What nourishes your spirit? Inspires you and 
strengthens you along the path? Early bird registration: $125. CEU credit: $30.00. Early 

bird pricing available until October 1st. $150.00 after that date. 

Veriditas Facilitator Training: Nov. 17 & 18th 
Learn to offer the labyrinth experience to other in this profession, in-depth, two-day 

training. Please note: prior attendance at a Veriditas qualifying workshop is required 

(Saturday’s workshop qualified.) Registration: http://veriditas.org/calendar. 

All events are held at Trinity Cathedral.  

Register and learn more: http://trinitycleaveland.org/veriditas 

http://veriditas.org/calendar


150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Please be generous with helping put together some really nice baskets to raffle off at this 

event. Maybe two or three of you could work together to complete a basket, or just pick 

and choose what items you would like to help purchase. 

I would like to have them completed by December 1st of this year especially the Browns, 

Summer Fun, and maybe some of the children’s items that are available now. Then we can 

focus on other important items for the 150th. Any additional items you think of to add to the 

baskets or whole basket ideas are welcomed. 

These are some suggestions: 

Ohio State – already completed 

Cleveland Browns – Marc’s in Stow has all the items on display now. (Ravenna store may 

also have them) This basket will probably need to be completed soon. 

Pamper Me – Items such as pedicure, manicure, hair products, facials (a salon might 

donate these) lotions, perfume, foot care items, candles, nail polish, fancy soap, 

chocolate, body wash. 

Coffee/Tea/Chocolate – special coffees or teas, mugs, Keurig coffee flavors, tea cup, tea 

pots, candies, etc. 

Children’s Basket – games, balls of all kind, activity books, crayons, markers, bubble, 

sidewalk chalk, glove & mitt, playdoh, Matchbox cars,  Maybe one for a boy and the 

other for a girl. 

Wine Theme Basket – bottle or two of wine, 2 wine glasses, (paper plates, napkins w/wine 

design) crackers, cheeses, wine bottle opener, wine glass trinkets or markers, cheese 

knife, place mats, fancy bottle cork. 

Summer Fun – suntan lotion, fun design flip flops (male & female), sunglasses (adult & 

kids) blow-up beach ball, sun visor, Frisbee, kids sand toys, bubbles – this should be 

bought now.  

Lottery Scratch-off basket – We will do this one next year. 

 

Begin looking for any old small items for the antique table for display such as: pictures 

of the church, children games, documents, books, articles, small clothing accessories (hats, 

gloves, jewelry, etc.)  

 

I will have a sign-up sheet for this and again please be generous so we can make the 

150th a very nice celebration.  

-Barb Popiel, Chairperson 

We will celebrate Grandparents Day on Sunday, 

September 7th  

Grandparents bring your Grandchildren and Grand 

Children bring you Grandparents to church. 

We will have cake and refreshments after the 

10:00AM service. 

Join us for the fun event—There will be PRIZES!! 



Fathers (and Mothers) and Friends 
By Bette Brooks 

They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still. 

The world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will. 

 

Saint John 

 

Saint John is one of the most influential figures, both among the disciples and in the early 

Church as well. He was a son of Zebedee and Salome and the brother of James. His easy, 

gentle temperament was not often riled, but when angry he truly earned the name Jesus gave 

him—son of thunder. He is known as John the Evangelist, John of Patmos, St. John the Divine, 

and the Beloved Disciple. He referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” He is 

credited with writing the Gospel bearing his name and 4 other books of the New Testament—

the 3 Epistles bearing his name and the Book of Revelations. Did he write all five? Many 

believe he wrote the Gospel According to John and the first Epistle of John; others believe he 

wrote them all. We aren’t sure and the arguments continue to rage.  

 

We know that John was in our Lord’s inner circle. He, along with Peter and James, were the 

only disciples present at the raising of Jairus’ daughter, the Transfiguration, and at 

Gethsemane. John and Peter were charged with the arrangements for the Last Supper. And in 

His final act as eldest son in an earthly Jewish family, He entrusted the care of his mother 

Mary to John, who took her into his home that very day. On the first Easter, he and Peter raced 

to the empty tomb after Mary Magdalene’s startling announcement; John won the race but 

stepped aside to allow Peter to enter first.  

 

After Pentecost, John played a prominent role in the founding and guiding of the early Church. 

He was once imprisoned with Peter, and he visited the newly established church in Samaria 

with him also. We know that he remained in Judea while other disciples returned to Jerusalem 

for the Apostolic Council held sometime near 51 AD.  

 

And here is where sacred tradition steps in. It is believed that he spent about 12 years in Judea 

preaching and teaching with the other disciples until they were scattered during the 

persecutions of Herod Agrippa I. Legend says that John went to Ephesus in present-day Turkey 

and worked in the already well-established church there and wrote the three Epistles. During 

the reign of Emperor Domitian, the Romans pursued him and brought him to Rome where he 

was plunged into boiling oil. He suffered no injuries and everyone in the Coliseum who 

witnessed the spectacle was converted! He was then exiled to Isle of Patmos.  

 

Legend says, and evidence supports, that John trained Polycarp, later the great Bishop of 

Smyrna; that he was the youngest disciple; that he survived them all; that he died in Ephesus 

around 98 AD. And no one can deny the power of his Gospel, so unlike the other three, or his 

love of his Savior.  
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Grace Episcopal Church 

250 W. Cedar St. 

Ravenna OH 44266 

Grace Episcopal Church of Ravenna 
 

The Rev. Carol Evans—Rector 

The Rev. William Snyder 
Marsha Snyder—Secretary 

Tim Lewicki—Organist 

 Martha Croll—Choirmaster 

 
Phone: 330-296-3443 

Web Site: www.graceravenna.org 

Email: revcarol@graceravenna.org 
 

The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 
Reba Cook (2014) 

John McDonald (2014) 

Midge Myers (2014) 
Fred Lundgren (2015) 

Steve Merrill (2015) 

Frank Seman (2015) 

Barb Popiel (2016) 
Michele Novak (2016) 

Carol Marotta (2016) 


